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Under ongoing Centre's out-
reach programme, the Union
Minister for Petroleum and

Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri is
presently on 2-day visit to the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
While talking to STATE TIMES, the
Minister for Housing & Urban
Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri said, "I
feel blessed to be in J&K on auspi-
cious occasion of Durga Ashtami and
I am looking forward to meet the peo-
ple of J&K." He added that that
Government is adopting a whole new
approach to remove silos besides cre-
ating a correct atmosphere for eco-
nomic transformation of J&K. He
assured people of Jammu & Kashmir
a prioritized consideration and all
possible assistance in all matters
related to urban development.
Talking about smart cities project,
the minister said that PM Modi has a
vision for it. "The initiative has
become a revolution and everyone is
contributing in making India clean.
As a part of celebrations of 75 years
of Independence next year, we are
here to take feedback and sugges-
tions from people regarding cleanli-
ness in their cities," he added
Highlighting initiatives of PM to
make people empowered, Puri said
that Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-

Urban (PMAY-U) 56,216 houses
have so far been sanctioned out of
highlighted demand for 79,331 hous-
es. The construction work on 43,949
houses has started out of 10,810 have
been completed, he added. He shared
that an investment of Rs 3,157 cr
with Central Assistance (CA) of Rs
860 cr has been approved for con-
struction of houses under the mis-
sion. So far, Central Assistance
amounting to Rs 326 cr has been
released, he added.

When asked about the status of
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
(SBM-U), Puri shared that out of
total Mission allocation of Rs 140.44
cr for Jammu and Kashmir, a total of

Rs. 96.32 cr (68.58 per cent) has
been released. All 80 ULBs of
Jammu & Kashmir have been certi-
fied as Open Defecation Free (ODF),
he asserted.

Minister for Housing, while talking
about smart cities and Solid Waste
Management project, shared that
out of a total 1,085 wards in Jammu
& Kashmir, 100 per cent Door to
Door garbage collection is being
practiced in 814 (75 per cent)
wards. Source Segregation is being
practiced only in 244 (22 per cent)
wards against total of 1,085 wards,
said Puri, adding that out of 978
TPD of waste generated in Jammu
and Kashmir, 53 per cent of waste is

being processed by UT.
The Minister further said that the

Prime Minister's commitment
regarding J&K's development is
going on in full swing. The Minister
said that there are many schemes and
projects under Housing & Urban
Affairs and Smart City Project is one
of them.

Calling Smart City Project an
'Urban Revolution', he said that it is
about providing urban services
through technology and is comprised
of Smart Traffic Management, Smart
Security Management and many
other facilities. He further informed
that 3,500 Special Purpose Vehicles
are going to be tendered soon.

Regarding Gas pipeline, he said
that it will reach Jammu by 2024.
The Minister said that Swachhta
Abhiyan succeeded because it became
a Jan Andolan. In his message to
people of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Union Minister said, "We are with
you and we are here to help you devel-
op at a faster pace. We will address all
your issues and don't get surprised if
these visits are a regular affair. These
interactions will strengthen the bond
between government and people. Our
motive is to build trust among people
of J&K that Govt is serious about
development of J&K, that too at pri-
ority," he maintained.

Jammu & Kashmir will get its first gas pipeline by 2024

State Times reporter Malu Sharma interacting with Union Minister for
Petroleum & Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Former Minister, Ex-
MLA Marh and Chairman
Panchyati Raj Cell BJP JKUT, Ch
Sukhnandan on Wednesday  urged
the Government to ensure availabil-
ity of fertilizers specially DAP in
Jammu division as due to the short-
age of DAP fertilizer farmers in this
area are struggling badly.

"As the early variety crops such as wheat, win-
ter vegetables like cauliflower, cabbage, radish,
spinach, carrot etc. and cattle feed crops sowing
have been started but due to the non-availability
of DAP fertilizer farmers across the Jammu divi-
sion are not in the position to sow all these sea-
sonal crops. Late sowing of these crops will result

low yield which ultimately affects the
production," he asserted.

"Due to non-availability of DAP fer-
tilizer,  the farmers in Jammu division
would lose crops and the overall crop
production would be drastically
impacted," he added.

He also told that farmers from
almost all the districts of Jammu divi-
sion have approached him for the

redressal of the grievance of shortage of fertilizer.
He appealed the Principal Secretary

Agriculture Naveen Kumar Choudhary to inter-
vene in the matter and ensure the regular supply
of DAP fertilizer to the farmers otherwise farm-
ers shall come on the roads to fulfill their genuine
demands.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Dr Karan
Singh, former Member
Parliament today
asked central dis-
pensation to make
ongoing delimita-
tion process time
bound to install
popular govern-
ment in Jammu
and Kashmir as
soon as possible.

In a statement issued
today, the former Member
Parliament said "The
recent events in Jammu
and Kashmir have filled
me with deep sorrow. My
heartfelt condolences to
the families of those killed
in the utterly condemnable
murder of several innocent
civilians drawn from all
three religions in the
Valley, to the families of
the five brave army person-
nel in Poonch who gave up
their lives in the defence of
the nation and, let me say,
to the parents of the mis-
guided young men who
took to the gun and,
inevitably, perished by the
gun. These events high-

light the necessity to
strengthen our security
apparatus and public vigi-

lance at all lev-
els which, I am
sure, is being
done."

"They also
point to the
importance of
re-starting the
p o l i t i c a l
process as early

as possible. While the Lt
Governor and the Union
Territory Administration
are doing their best, this
cannot be a substitute for a
freely elected legislature
and a full-fledged popular
government. The delimita-
tion process should not be
unduly prolonged, and I
would request the
Commission to fix its own
time schedule for complet-
ing the exercise. Once that
is done and Statehood is
restored to Jammu
Kashmir, the process of
free and fair elections can
begin resulting, hopefully,
in a stable government
within the next few
months. This seems to me
to be the only logical and
practical way of proceed-
ing," he added.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Rahul Sahai
Chairman PHDCCI Jammu
on Wednesday called on
Anupriya Patel, Union
Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Govt
of India in Jammu.

Rahul Sahai led delegation
of PHDCCI to meet and
present memorandum to
Anupriya Patel. 

Sahai was accompanied
with Pradeep Jain leading
Pharma Industrialist of
Jammu M/s Pharose
Remedies Limited who took
issues of Pharma sector of
J&K. 

Sahai congratulated
Anupriya Patel for working
tirelessly  and giving many a
Robust schemes  for domestic
industry. 

PHDCCI delegation sug-
gested MoS about various
points which can boost
Commerce and Industries in
J&K. 

Sahai suggested mass
awareness programmes of
various schemes by the
department like PIL Scheme,
organizing buyer seller meets
(Product based), export pro-
motion activity (Industry
based and product based ),
improving ease of doing busi-
ness, schemes for start ups,
schemes like RODTEP,
TIES, GEM Portal, Treds
etc. 

Sahai suggested to dedicate
a special fund and special
man power for awareness of
these programs also offered
that PHDCCI and other
associations can also take
part in this .

Regarding Buyer seller
Meets There has to be some
target that sector wise how
many buyer seller meets to be
organized and Govt should
take full advantage of newly
built Jammu Haat for it. 

Sahai suggested minister to
provide expert source from
Delhi to educate department
to conduct  buyer seller meets
at par with other industri-
alised states so that many
sectors can grow in Jammu
Kashmir. 

In Export promotion activi-
ty some national players in
agriculture , pharma and
other experts be invited to
J&K to train local producers
to produce export acceptable
crop with variety like medici-
nal plants etc.

Sahai said that no doubt
you are improving in EODB
but in J&K it was talked
about many times but in real
sense we are far behind in
this, regular reviews should
be there regarding time taken
for setting up an industry
where lot of departments are
involved  for eg : land , power
, water etc.

Sahai stressed upon
Awareness sessions among
Last year Higher education
students to be conducted
regarding schemes of start
ups like fund of funds (worth
10000 cr ) , start up seed
fund (945 cr) , Also
Suggested  to involve IIT ,
IIM , Engineering colleges ,
Business schools in universi-
ties of Jammu and awareness
programs be done in large
scale so that new young stu-
dents / entrepreneurs be

encouraged and educated
about start up schemes . 

Regarding Remission of
duties and taxes on exported
products scheme ( RODTEP
) which replaces MEIS  mass
awareness programs in J&K
is needed as we have lot of
pharma , walnut , Rice
exporters , but pharma has
been excluded from
RODTEP , requested  MOS
to include the Pharma sector
as  lot of pharma industries
are operating and giving
employment in Jammu .

Sahai also talked about
Trade infrastructure for
export schemes (TIES )
Awareness for exporters and
informed Minister that indus-
trialist really don't know
about this scheme . 

Regarding GEM Portal
although our industries and
commerce department has
done a good job in industries
enrolment but in jammu we
have more small traders and
businesses  , they also need to
be enrolled massively
.Regarding Treds Scheme
Coverage and reach and
enrolment of big companies is
a big problem , for Eg : AIR
INDIA , HCC etc are not
part of the platform
Requested Minister to high-
light this .

Sahai stressed that in New
Industrial Scheme Existing
industry and New coming

industry incentives should be
at par.

PHDCCI Delegation rec-
ommended and suggested
that the Commerce ministry
should recommend in the
report that there is immedi-
ate need for relaxations in the
RBI norms for NPA, CIBIL
Score and Credit Rating,
keeping in view the economic
breakdown in J&K from
2014 due to floods, and then
consecutive disturbances till
reorganization of J&K in UT
followed by Covid 19
National Lockdown.
Therefore the intervention in
the form of one time Bailout
Package is indispensable for
the revival of economy of
J&K. 

Anupriya Patel gave a
patient hearing to  PHDCCI
Delegation and assured that
ministry is very serious about
their schemes to be imple-
mented in letter and spirit  in
J&K and will definitely keep
these points in mind and will
take regular reviews regard-
ing these activities .

Anupriya Patel was accom-
panied by Ranjan Prakash
Thakur IRTS Principal sec-
retary Industries and
Commerce Department of
J&K Govt who hailed sugges-
tions made by PHDCCI and
assured that ease of doing
business will be implemented
in letter and spirit with in a
very short period and all the
suggestions made by PHDC-
CI would be taken care.

Meeting was conducted at
UFLEX Industries Ltd  Bari
Brahmana. Others present
were senior officers from
Ministry of Commerce and
Industries New Delhi , Anoo
Malhotra Director Industries
Jammu , Soumitra Brari Sr
vice President Uflex Ltd and
Subah Mehta GM DIC
Jammu.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Senior
BJP leader and
Chairperson Central Waqf
Development Committee,
Dr Darakhshan Andrabi
on Wednesday presided
over the national level
meeting of Waqf
Development Committee
of Union Ministry of
Minority Affairs at CWC
Headquarters at New
Delhi. 

Implementation of Waqf
programmes & schemes of
entire country was
reviewed and new propos-
als regarding grant to
educational institutions
and scholarships were
discussed and approved.

Review was also done of
the process of
Digitisation of Waqf
records in different states
and Union Territories of
India. 

Dr Andrabi said that
minority Welfare schemes
are transforming lives of
the minority youth
throughout the country. 

"Without hue and cry of
minority appeasement,
Modi government is
empowering minorities
for the first time in the
history of democratic
India through its very
effective programmes &
schemes. Muslim youth
are now excelling in edu-
cation sector and the wel-

fare schemes have
changed the lives of the
deprived class of minori-
ties throughout the coun-
try," said Chairperson of
Waqf Development
Committee of Govt of
India. 

Dr Andrabi appealed to
all regional Waqf Boards
to ensure the completion
of hundred percent digiti-
zation of records by the
year end as decided earli-
er. Secretary of Central
Waqf Council Shadan Zab
Khan said that during the
past seven years CWC has
transformed a lot and
now transparency in the
working of CWC has
enhanced its working.

Chairman PHDCCI Jammu led delegation
calls on Union Minister Anupriya Patel

Chairman PHDCCI Jammu, Rahul Sahai led delegation
during a meeting with Anupriya Patel, Union Minister of

State for Industry and Commerce.

Govt should make delimitation
process time bound: Dr Karan Singh

Darakhshan approves numerous
minority welfare proposals

Chairperson Central Waqf Development Committee, Dr Darakhshan Andrabi presiding
over national level meeting of Waqf Development Committee. 

Ensure availability of DAP fertilizer to farmers
in Jammu Division: Ch Sukhnandan

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A group of govern-
ment employees on Wednesday
staged a protest here to ask for
reinstatement of over 900
workers and regularisation of
thousands of daily wagers serv-
ing in various departments for
the past two decades, among
other demands.

The protesters affiliated with
J&K Government employees
Joint Action Committee assem-
bled outside press club and also
demanded release of house rent
allowance (HRA) of the
employees and a review of the
government decision to identify
employees who are ineffective
in work or not fit to continue
after completion of 22 years of
service or have attained 48
years of age.

We have assembled here to
invite the attention of the cen-
tral and J&K governments
towards the long pending

demands of the employees and
daily wagers. We have over one
lakh daily wagers who are serv-
ing in various departments for
the last three decades but are
living a miserable life due to the
failure of the government to
come out with a regularisation
policy for them, JKGEJAC
president Babu Hussain Malik
told reporters. He said they
protest the disengagement of
over 900 helpers to supervisors
in the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS)
of the social welfare depart-
ment last month and want the
government to reinstate them
besides releasing their three
months pending salaries.

On September 11, the J&K
administration ordered imme-
diate disengagement of 918
helpers to supervisors who have
been engaged beyond the com-

petence of various field func-
tionaries of ICDS.

Demanding release of HRA
in favour of the employees,
which is due as per 7th pay
commission recommendations,
he said the centre has already
released the hiked HRA to its
employees with effect from July
along with enhanced Dearness
Allowance. Malik, who was
leading the protest, said the
government decision to retire
some employees after comple-
tion of 22 years of service or
have attained 48 years of age
needs a review. In other parts of
the country, the bar is 33 years
of service and 55 years of age.
Why a different yard sticks for
the employees in J&K? he
asked and said they are not
against action against corrupt
employees but there are already
government agencies for that.

PCI panel arrives in Srinagar
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: The Fact Finding Committee of Press Council of
India (PCI) on Wednesday arrived here on its three-day visit to
have interaction with Media fraternity of Kashmir. The three-mem-
ber committee includes Prakash Dubey, convener and group editor
of Daink Bhaskar, Gurbir Singh, The New Indian Express, and Dr
Suman Gupta, editor of Jan Morcha. Any journalist or persons of
media fraternity who are desired to meet the team can contact on:
9419007064.

Govt employees demand reinstatement
of 900 workers disengaged in J&K

Govt employees raising slogans during a protest. 


