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BANDIPORA: Union
Minister for Power and New
and Renewable Energy R K
Singh on Friday visited Gurez
where he visited the Dam Site
of Kishenganga Hydroelectric
Power Project (KGHEPP) in
Gurez valley of Bandipora dis-
trict and took stock of the work-
ing of the power project. The
Minister is on a two day visit to
the Union Territory as part of
the Central Government's
Public Outreach Initiative.

He was accompanied by
Principal Secretary, PDD,
J&K, Rohit Kansal, NHPC
CMD Abhay Kumar Singh and
Union Additional Secretary
Power S K G Rahate.

On the arrival at the dam site
in Gurez, the Minister was pre-
sented guard of honour by the
CISF personal who are guard-
ing the dam site.

During his visit to the
330MW KGHEPP, the
Minister reviewed the genera-

tion capacity of the project
besides assessing its other rele-
vant aspects. He interacted
with the officers who apprised
the minister about the power
generation capacity, working,
implementation of CSR and
other related issues.

Talking on the occasion, the
Minister said that the Central
Government is committed to
improving the power scenario
of Jammu and Kashmir as the
development of the place is high
on the agenda of the Prime
Minister.

He said a lot of schemes have
been introduced to improve the
overall efficiency of the power
sector in Jammu and Kashmir
and they have set a target to
provide electricity connection to
every household in the Union
Territory. 

Union Minister said the gov-
ernment has taken commend-
able initiatives to harness
hydroelectric power generation
in J&K. 

He said the KGHEPP has
helped in uplifting the socio-
economic conditions of the peo-
ple as it offered jobs to a num-
ber of local people besides help-
ing in resolving power crisis of
the UT.

Later the minister held a pub-
lic interaction programme
wherein the people apprised
him about various public issues.
The locals raised the demands
with regard to absence of regu-
lar power supply in the Gurez
valley, pending compensation,
implementation of CSR and
other related issues.

The Minister gave patient
hearing to the delegations and
assured positive response from
the government with regard to
their demands.

Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora Dr Owais Ahmad,
District Development Council
member Tasleema Begum and
SDM Gurez besides other sen-
ior officers and officials were
also present on the occasion.

Union Power Minister visits Gurez

Union Power Minister R K Singh visiting the Dam Site of Kishenganga Hydroelectric
Power Project in Gurez. 
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SURAT: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said he was given the
opportunity to serve as
chief minister of Gujarat
and then as prime minis-
ter of the country even
though he had no political
or dynastic background,
or a caste support.

Modi was speaking after
laying the foundation
stone virtually for a boys'
hostel on the outskirts of
Surat, being constructed
by the Saurashtra Patel
Seva Samaj, a trust work-
ing for the welfare of the
Patidar community.

"I was a common man
who did not have any
political or dynastic back-
ground and no support of
caste-based politics.
Despite that, your bless-
ings gave me the opportu-
nity to serve Gujarat way
back in 2001," he said.

"And, such is the power
of your blessings that
even after 20 years, I am
still serving. First I
served the people of
Gujarat and now I am
serving the country," the
prime minister added.

He urged people to walk
on the path shown by

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
"Sardar Patel had said

that we should not let
castes and religious faith
become a hindrance for
us. We are all sons and
daughters of India and
we all should love our
country. We all should
love each other. People of
Gujarat always believed
in strengthening Sardar
Patel 's teachings.
`Nation First' is the
motto of Sardar Patel's
children," Modi said.

The prime minister also
recalled the contribution
of several prominent
reformers and education-
ists from Gujarat,
including Chaganbha of
north Gujarat and Bhai
Kaka of the Charotar

region.
He also spoke about

Sankalchand Patel,
Ganpat Patel, Mohan
Lalji Patel and Karshan
Virani.

He gave the credit to
some of the initiatives
started during his tenure
as chief minister for
improvement on the edu-
cation front and a dip in
the school drop-out ratio
among girl students.

"There was a time when
Gujarat did not have
good quality schools and
teachers. With the bless-
ings of Maa Umiya and
Maa Khodal (deities of
the Patidar community),
we included people in the
movement and launched
initiatives like

Praveshotsav and
Gunotsav," Modi said.

As lack of toilets at
schools was leading to
girls dropping out, these
facilities were provided
and as a result the num-
ber of girls leaving
schools midway signifi-
cantly decreased, he
said.

While Mahatma Gandhi
had the dream of creat-
ing a society which fol-
lowed the ideals of `Ram
Rajya', people of Gujarat
were walking on that
path and strengthening
those principles, the
prime minister said.

Modi also lauded the
new Gujarat chief minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel,
saying though he speaks
less, one can not find any
flaw in his work. Patel
has been in public life for
over 25 years and had
started out as a coun-
cilor of a municipality,
the prime minister
noted.

He also mentioned that
he was addressing the
people of the state for the
first time after Patel took
over as CM in September.

In the first phase of the
project undertaken by the

Saurashtra Patel Seva
Samaj near Valak village,
a hostel for 1,000 male
students of the Patidar
community will be built.
In the second phase,
another hostel having the
capacity to accommodate
500 girl students will be
constructed. Kanji
Bhalala, president of the
trust, said the boys' hos-
tel will also have a large
auditorium, digital
gallery showcasing the
history of the Patidar
community and its lead-
ers and a library which
can be accessed by stu-
dents of all castes.

There would be a 31-
feet statue of Sardar
Patel on campus, while a
statue of Patel's daughter
Maniben will be installed
on the campus of the
girls' hostel.

The boys' hostel will
mostly cater to students
who are preparing for
professional courses such
as Chartered Accountant
and competitive exams
such as UPSC. While a
nominal fee will be
charged to boys, the trust
will not charge anything
to girl students, Bhalala
added.

I got opportunity to lead despite having no political,
dynastic background or caste backing: Modi

PIL in SC seeks direction to
Centre to come out with steps to

deal with hate speech
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NEW DELHI: A plea has
been filed in the Supreme
Court seeking a direction to
the Centre to examine various
international laws and come
out with "effective and strin-
gent" measures to control hate
speech and rumour mongering
in the country. The PIL,
which may come up for hear-
ing before the apex court after
the Dussehra vacation, has
also sought a direction to the
Centre to take legislative steps
to implement recommenda-
tions of the Law Commission
to deal with the menace of
hate speech and rumour mon-
gering.

The plea, filed by lawyer and
BJP leader Ashwini
Upadhyay in his personal
capacity through advocate
Ashwani Dubey, has made the
ministries of home affairs, and
law and justice and the Law
Commission of India as par-
ties. "The petitioner is filing
this writ petition as a PIL...
seeking writ/order/direction to
the Centre to examine the
international laws relating to
'hate speech' and 'rumour
mongering' and take apposite
effective stringent steps to
control 'hate speech' and
'rumour mongering' in order
to secure rule of law, freedom
of speech and expression and
Right to Life, Liberty and
Dignity of citizens," the plea
said.

It further sought a direction
that the courts, while award-
ing punishment for the
offences against "public tran-
quillity, offences relating to
elections etc", shall pronounce
sentences running consecu-
tively and not concurrently.

It urged that the govern-
ment be asked to take appro-
priate steps to implement rec-
ommendations of Law
Commission Report-267 on
hate speech.

"The injury to the citizens is
extremely large because 'hate
speech and rumour mongering'
has the potential of provoking
individuals or society to commit
acts of terrorism, genocides,
ethnic cleansing etc. Hate
speech is considered outside the
realm of protective discourse.

"Indisputably, offensive
speech and rumour mongering
have devastating effects on
people's lives and risks their
health and safety. Hate speech
is harmful and divisive for
communities and hampers
social progress. If left
unchecked, hate speech can
severely affect not only the rule
of law but also the right to life,
liberty and dignity of the citi-
zens," it said.

The plea referred to inci-
dents and termed them as
"classic examples" of hate
speech and rumour monger-
ing.

In 2012, around 50,000 citi-
zens from northeastern states
moved from their residences
across India and rushed to
their native places after "circu-
lation of false images of violent
incidents that took place not in
India but in Myanmar several
years ago", it said.

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi addressing at Bhoomi Poojan
ceremony of Hostel Phase-1 built by Saurashtra Patel Seva
Samaj in Surat through video conferencing in New Delhi. 


