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SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: After missing
more than 4 deadlines con-
secutively during last eight
years, the 500-bedded
Pediatric hospital in
Bemina, Srinagar has at last
started functioning with
OPD services launched for
people on October 26. This
hospital was one of the most
awaited and much-needed
development projects in
Kashmir and has come up at
an estimated cost of Rs 115
crore.

Earlier designated as
Mother & Childcare
Institute, the hospital was
declared to be established as
a full-fledged pediatric hos-
pital with 500 bed capacity
in 2019. Work on the hospi-
tal, earlier proposed to be a
200-bedded maternity care
facility, started in 2013 dur-
ing National Conference
(NC) regime. However, for-
mer Chief Minister, Late
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed on
October 17, 2015 gave it an
extension and laid

Foundation Stone for the
500-bedded Mother-Child
Hospital. Later in 2019,
Government accorded sanc-
tion to conversion of 200-
bedded Maternity Hospital
and 300-bedded Pediatric
Hospital at Bemina,
Srinagar into a full-fledged
500-bedded Children's
Hospital.

However, R&B officials,
several times, claimed that
due to change in plan there
was delay in completion of
project, but now majority
portion has been completed
while remaining work is
under progress.  September-
2014 floods caused major
damage to the under-con-
struction building, and that
was also one of the major
causes for the delay, the offi-
cials added.

Meanwhile, Department of
Pediatrics at GB Pant
Hospital said that OPD will
function from two locations
till GB Pant is completely
vacated and patients are
independent to choose loca-

tion wherever they want to
go. "We have made arrange-
ments for basic diagnostics at
new location also, however, it
will take us a while to become
operational in a full-fledged
manner," officials asserted.

It is believed that once the
hospital is fully operational,
it will lessen the burden on
GB Pant Hospital which
often remains overcrowded
due to huge patient rush.
Officials expressed confi-
dence that hospital would
not only provide relief to
patients from North and
central Kashmir, but would
also act as a main referral
institution for other
patients.

Meanwhile, Health &
Medical Education
Department has also con-
firmed the development and
said the OPD services in
pediatric hospital at Bemina
has started from October 26
and process of shifting GB
Pant hospital will be done in
a phased manner. In a tweet
by Health & Medical

Education Department
J&K, it was stated that with
formal inauguration of 500-
bedded pediatric hospital
phase 1 in Bemina Srinagar,
its OPD services will start
from October 26. According
to the officials, the new pedi-
atric health facility will fur-
ther reduce the newborn
mortality rate as facility is
equipped with all latest
equipment for addressing
high-risk pediatric illnesses.
As per an official release
issued earlier, the new facili-
ty would act as Kashmir
division's pediatric care cen-
tre of excellence.

Earlier, Union Home
Minister, Amit Shah, who
was on a visit to Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, virtually inaugu-
rated 500-bedded-pediatric
hospital in Bemina from
SKICC, Srinagar. Notably,
this was Shah's first visit to
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir after
abrogation of Articles 370
and 35A.

OPD facility commences in 500-bedded
Pediatric Hospital Bemina

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Union
Minister of State for
External Affairs and
Culture Meenakshi Lekhi,
who was on visit to Kashmir
as  part of outreach pro-
gramme of Government of
India, on Wednesday inter-
acted with DGP J&K and
others Police Officers at
GOs Mess Humhama.

The visiting Minister,
while interacting with the
officers, said that she
shared a special relationship
with the UT of J&K and
police as she comes from a
family who served in the
police department for three
generations.

The Minister, while inter-
acting with the lady officers,
said that it is fascinating to
see the women sharing
spaces of public offices and
responsibilities with the
male counter parts in  build-
ing of the nation.

She said that her Ministry
will try to develop religious
and heritage tourism in UT
so that tourists in large
numbers are attracted
towards the religious and
spiritual places here. 

She said that Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine is shin-
ing example of attracting
religious tourists to the UT.
She added that on the same
lines some more tourist cir-
cuits can be developed and
promoted.

The Minister also high-
lighted the importance of
preservation of Culture and
cultural symbols. She said
that Kashmir had a rich cul-
tural heritage of being a
learning place in the Indian
sub continent.

On the occasion the DGP
gave an insight into the
security scenario in J&K
and said that from last

three years the peace and
progress have been moving
forward together and peace-
ful environment have
brought dividends to the
people who have contributed
in a big way in our peace
building efforts. 

Law and Order and secu-
rity situation has shown a
marked improvement in all
respects with least loss of

life and property, 
There is no street violence

and the favourite Bandh
Call culture of separatists
has ended almost complete-
ly, he added. 

He informed that the
changing environment has
upset the Pak agencies and
their proxies and recent
innocent civilian killings is
indicating of their frustra-

tion with people's partner-
ship in peace and progress
and communal harmony. 

The DGP said that such
elements shall not be spared
and stringent measure shall
be taken to defeat their
nefarious designs. He said
peace, harmony and broth-
erhood among the people liv-
ing here shall be safeguard-
ed and added that J&K
Police along with the securi-
ty forces are working in a
well coordinated manner to
foil these evil attempts.  

He also briefed the Minister
regarding various initiatives
of Jammu and Kashmir
Police in engaging the youth
in positive activities.

The Minister paid her
tribute to the uniformed
persons who are working
hard to protect our people
and nation from evil eye
under difficult circum-
stances.

Union MoS for External Affairs
interacts with Police officers
�  DGP briefs Minister regarding security scenario, JKP’s initiatives �

Union MoS External Affairs, Meenakshi Lekhi interacting with DGP J&K Dilbag Singh. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Chief
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar
Mehta on Wednesday chaired a
meeting to review the imple-
mentation of Business Reform
Action Plan/ Ease of Doing
Business reforms (EoDB) in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Administrative Secretaries of
departments of Finance,
Housing & Urban
Development, Agriculture
Production & Farmers Welfare,
General Administration,
Labour & Employment, Forest,
Ecology & Environment,
Industries & Commerce, School
Education, Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs, and Law,
Justice & Parliamentary
Affairs along with the con-
cerned sectoral heads partici-
pated in the meeting.

It was informed that while in
the BRAP ranking released by
DPIIT for the fiscal 2018-19,
Jammu and Kashmir was
ranked 21st, the UT is striving
towards being amongst first ten
performers in the country in
EoDB ranking during the fis-
cal 2021-22.

The department informed

that EoDB ranking for the fis-
cal year 2019-20 has not been
released as yet and if and when
it is released, the UT would be
better placed corresponding to
its rank in the fiscal year 2018-
19.

It was informed that the
department has made substan-
tial progress on minimising reg-
ulatory compliance burden and
that it is expecting a consider-
able jump in the MRCB rank-
ing as and when it is
announced.

It was further informed that
J&K is amongst the leading 10
best MRCB complied
States/UTs and that the UT
has set the target of achieving
750 and 1200 reform points
under MRCB by December
2021 and March 2022 respec-
tively.

It was informed that 64 serv-
ices under SBRAP have been
integrated on the single window
platform and work on bringing
the remaining 62 onboard is
underway.

The department further stat-
ed that out of 301 action points
identified under SBRAP, 104
points have been implemented

and that the remaining 197
reforms will be expeditiously
implemented.

The Chief Secretary directed
that end-to-end digitization of
all services identified under
(EoDB) should be completed
by first week of November.

While stating that the UT of
J&K has to be amongst the top
five best performing
States/UTs in the country on
BRAP/EoDB, Dr Mehta stat-
ed that if the finalisation of ven-
dor for carrying out IT related
tasks for implementation of
EoDB is holding up the
progress in the matter, the
department should immediate-
ly use the services of
JKeGA/NIC for implementing
the EoDB in the UT.

"Applications/software/IT
solutions for implementation of
the BRAP/EoDB reforms have
been developed by a few pro-
gressive States. They can be
simply replicated with need
based/localised customisation
in J&K," He stated

The Chief Secretary directed
the I&C department to share
the number of services /areas
where full stack
automation/reforms are pend-
ing and share the same with the
concerned departments so that
work on executing them is expe-
dited.

"Consultant, I&C shall inter-
act with the Nodal officers of all
the departments and identify
the areas where executive inter-
vention on their end is required
for urgent action," Dr Mehta
added.

While announcing that
another review of the progress
made on his directions shall be
taken in a week, the Chief
Secretary directed the
Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance Department to coordi-
nate with all the departments in
expediting the implementation
of BRAP/EoDP.

CS reviews implementation of Business Reform
Action Plan, Ease of Doing Business in J&K

Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta chairing a meeting.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The farmers of R S Pura, also
known as the rice bowl of the Jammu
region and the major grower of internation-
ally acclaimed Basmati rice, are in distress
after their standing crop was damaged in a
massive hailstorm last week.

Three days have passed since the natural
calamity struck, the Jammu and Kashmir
administration has not yet announced the
compensation for the damage as the rev-
enue authorities are still working out the
extent of damage caused to the paddy.

"The damage is 100 per cent and the
farmers are distressed and on the verge of
suicide," 24-year-old Ghara Singh said
watching a group of labourers clearing his
field of the damaged Basmati crop in
Suchetgarh near the international border
on the outskirts of Jammu on Wednesday.

Basmati is a variety of long, slender-
grained aromatic rice which has famed R S
Pura in the international markets.

Singh said he has not seen such a devas-
tating hailstorm in his life as was witnessed
on October 24, ruining the six-month long
hard work of the farmers besides a huge
investment. "We are concerned as the gov-
ernment is yet to take a call on the issue of
compensation to the farmers whose stand-
ing crops were damaged," he said request-
ing the administration to speed up the
process of the crop damage survey and

announce a minimum compensation of Rs
15,000 per kanal to each family. Sher
Singh, another farmer, said they were hope-
ful of a better yield this time but the sudden
hailstorm washed away their dreams. "We
attended our crops this time without any
fear of Pakistani shelling (in the aftermath
of renewed ceasefire between the two coun-
tries in February) and were hopeful of a bet-
ter yield. The hailstorm destroyed every-
thing," he said complaining that many
farmers whose crops were damaged by
heavy rains in 2019 are yet to receive the
money.

The farmers are faced with another prob-
lem of clearing their fields of the damaged
Basmati crop as they do not have money to
prepare the land for the next crop.

District Development Council (DDC)
member Sucetgarh Taranjit Singh Tony
urged Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha-
led administration to follow the Delhi gov-
ernment model of compensation to the
farmers who suffered losses because of the
crop damage this year. The Delhi govern-
ment recently announced Rs 50,000 per
hectare to the farmers who lost their crops
this year. "We have not seen such a hail-
storm in over six decades which broke the
backbone of the farmers. Basmati is the
cash crop and a hope for the farmers to
meet their annual requirements," said Tony
urging the administration to waive off loan

on Kisan Credit Cards and the rent on
water pumps.

He also said the standing crops in the
entire R S Pura belt were completely dam-
aged and added that the farmers need a
hand-holding at this crucial juncture to
help them stand on their feet again.

Tony said deputy commissioner of
Jammu, Anshul Garg, is personally visiting
the areas to review the crop damage and it
is hopeful that the government will
announce an adequate compensation to the
affected farmers without any further delay.

Besides Jammu, the hailstorm has also
damaged the standing crops in Samba and
Kathua districts.

Meanwhile, dozens of Congress activists,
led by former minister Manohar Lal
Sharma, on Wednesday staged a demon-
stration outside the office of deputy com-
missioner of Kathua and demanded imme-
diate compensation to the affected farmers.

"It is unfortunate that the government is
not paying any heed to the problems being
faced by the farmers whose standing crops
were damaged by heavy rains and hail-
storm across the Jammu region," according
to a Congress spokesperson.

He added that the party raised the issue
of farmers with the deputy commissioner
and later staged the protest to press for
immediate compensation to the affected
farmers.

Basmati growers rue crop damage due to hailstorm;
seek adequate compensation

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: On the direc-
tions of Excise
Commissioner, UT of
J&K, Kishore Singh Chib,
an integrity pledge taking
ceremony was held on
Wednesday as a part of
Vigilance Awareness Week
under the guidance of
Deputy Excise
Commissioner Executive
Jammu, Kusum Sharma.

Siddharth Dubey ETO,
Ankit Gupta ETO, Rafie
Naik ETO, Anurag
Sharma ETO, Swati
Gupta ETO and officials

of the Excise Department
were present at large in
the event.

During the event, offi-
cers and officials took a
pledge to commit to good
corporate governance
based on transparency,
accountability and fair-
ness. 

Kusum Sharma also
directed the staff to
adhere to relevant laws,
rules and compliance
mechanisms in the con-
duct of business and fos-
ter a culture of honesty
and integrity.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A delegation of
Transport Nagar
Association (TNA) Narwal,
led by its Chairman, Rahul
Sahai called on the
Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation
(JMC), Avny Lavasa and VC
JDA Jammu, Pankaj
Magotra during separate
meetings in Jammu on
Wednesday. The delegation
sensitized both the officers
about problems faced by peo-
ple in Transport Nagar and
submitted memorandum to
both demanding overall
development of Transport
Nagar.

"The aforesaid area is neg-
lected from last 20 years and
from last 3 years, we have
taken up the issue with Lt
Governor, Commissioner
Secretary Housing,
Commissioner Secretary
I&C (Logistics Incharge)
that ownership of the area is
very important, but only
passing of ball from JDA to
JMC and vice versa was wit-
nessed, as nothing was done
to resolve the issues," said
Sahai, adding that he is
happy that at last the area is
going to see the light of day
in terms of development.

While interacting with
JMC Commissioner, Sahai
highlighted various issues of
Transport Nagar including
sanitation, active drainage,
lifting old garbage, construc-
tion of new Nallahs, cleaning
& repair of existing Nallahs,
encroachments concerns,
making of Sulabh
Souchalays, lighting and
implementation of new
building by-laws etc. 

Rahul Sahai sensitized
Pankaj Magotra VC JDA
about those issues of
Transport Nagar, which per-
tain to JDA including roads
blacktopping, Lighting
(High Mast lights), repair of
dividers, maintenance and
plantation, conversion of
lease hold to free-hold rights,
lease deed issues, building

by-laws at par with JMC,
double fee issues, transfer
policy, JDA departmental
processing issues, parking
concerns etc.

Both the officers gave a
patient hearing to the dele-
gation and assured that all
necessary measures will be
taken to resolve the high-
lighted issues at the earliest
for the overall development
of Transport Nagar. 

Others who were also pres-
ent during the meetings
included Dr Sanjogita
Soodan Health Officer JMC,
Dheeraj Jandial Chief
Accounts Officer JMC,
Harvinder Singh CTO JMC,
Ashwani Pandoh, Mohd
Ashraf President Yard-7,
Ashwani Gupta, Girish and
Sunil Mantoo. 

TNA delegation calls on Lavasa,
Magotra; highlights issues

TNA delegation led by its Chairman, Rahul Sahai presenting
memorandum to JMC Commissioner Avny Lavasa.

Vigilance Awareness Week: Pledge
ceremony held at Excise Deptt

Excise Department officials taking pledge. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: District Industries
Centre, Jammu  on
Wednesday organised a four
days "Swayam Rozgar Mela"
from October 27 to 30 , 2021
at 'Jammu Haat', Exhibition
Ground, Jammu to facilitate
the unemployed youths to avail
loans under Prime Minister
Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP)  to
start their ventures under the
Manufacturing and Service
Sectors.

While inaugurating the
Mela, Director, Industries &
Commerce, Jammu, Anoo

Malhotra appreciated the ini-
tiatives taken by the DIC
Jammu to facilitate the youths
to start their ventures by get-

ting the finance from the
Banks under the PMEGP
where the prospective entre-
preneurs can avail the loans

under the scheme i.e. upto Rs
10 lakh under service sector
and up to Rs 25 lakh under
manufacturing sector.

General Manager, District
Industries Centre (DIC),
Jammu, Subah Mehta also
highlighted  the benefits of
PMEGP. She informed that
the eligible beneficiary can
avail a loan of  Rs 10.00 lakh
and up to Rs 25.00 lakh  under
the service and manufacturing
sector with a provision of 15%
to 35% margin money (sub-
sidy). The applicant with min-
imum 18 years age and mini-
mum 8th standard pass can

apply under this scheme.
Moreover, the beneficiary
under this scheme becomes eli-
gible for expansion of previous
PMEGP units for up to Rs. 25
lakh in Service Sector and up
to Rs. 1 Crore in
Manufacturing Sector after
adjustment of Margin Money
claim (subsidy) and repayment
of first loan within stipulated
time.

Listing the requirements,
she said that a minimum docu-
ments are required under the
scheme i.e. Aadhaar Card,
PAN Card, Passport Size
Photographs- 2 Nos., Detailed

Project Report (DPR),
Highest education
Qualification Certificate,
Rural Area Certificate - attest-
ed by Sarpanch (in case of
Rural Area Units) and
Category Certificate-
SC/ST/OBC/ Handicapped /
Ex-serviceman (if any).

Later, General Manager also
apprised that on the first day
of the Mela more than 100
enquiries have been responded
and 15 online unemployed
youth registered on spot for
extending the benefits under
the scheme.   She further
informed that on the routine

days, the department has
made provision of a helpdesk
where the applicants can come
during office hours where they
will be extended full help in
uploading the documents for
registration.

Later, the Director also
handed over the loan sanction
letters to Alisha Sharma for
Shuttering Material amount-
ing to Rs. 10.00 Lakh and
Anju Bala for Boutique
amounting to Rs. 7.00 Lakh in
addition to on spot registration
granted to Raj Kumar for Rs.
10.00 Lakh and  Bachan Lal
for Rs. 03.00 lakh.

Dir I&C inaugurates 4-day Swayam Rozgar Mela at Jammu Haat

Director I&C Jammu, Anoo Malhotra after inaugurating Mela. 


