
STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: As part of the
Central Government's Public
Outreach Programme for the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, Union Minister of
State (MoS) for Textiles and
Railways, Darshana V. Jardosh
on Sunday conducted whirl-
wind tour of district Srinagar.

During the tour the MoS vis-
ited Govt. Arts Emporium Raj
Bagh, Silk Factory and Bemina
Wollen Mills.

While visiting the Govt. Arts
Emporium, Srinagar, the MoS
asked the officers to create
awareness across the country
about the products being sold at
the centre. She added that the
products of Kashmir are known
worldwide and they need prop-
er publicity and marketing.

The MoS directed the officers
to tie-up with e-commerce sites
for marketing and selling of
products and make provision
for online selling through web-
site. She also asked them to
devise a mechanism for check-
ing the authenticity and origi-
nality of silk. During the visit to
Silk Factory Rajbagh, the MoS
interacted with various artisans
of papier machie clusters, wil-
low wicker clusters and crewel
crafting clusters. She also dis-
tributed certificates among the
artisans for participating in
Color and Design Trends work-
shop and Market Research and
Buyer Trends Workshop.

Speaking on the occasion, the
MoS said that the artisans here
are unique and their unique-
ness is reflected in the show-
cased products of the factory.

She asked the officers to estab-
lish Common Facility Centre
for artisans so that required
training as well as marketing
techniques can be provided to
them. During the visit, Jardosh
also inspected the stalls of vari-
ous clusters like Shaksaaz,
Bandipora weavers, Noor Aari
Crafts and Zadibal craft and
interacted with them.

During the tour, the MoS also
visited Govt. Wollen Mills
Bemina.

The Minister said that
Jammu and Kashmir has vast
potential in terms of textile
industry as world renowned silk
having GI mark is being pro-
duced here. She stressed upon
the officers to tap this potential
of J&K and make it hub of tex-
tile manufacturing industry.
Meanwhile, the MoS also paid a
visited to Directorate of
Sericulture here and participat-
ed in Cocoon Auction Market
2021-22 and also interacted
with cocoon weavers. Speaking
on the occasion, the Minister
highlighted that the purpose of
this visit is to ascertain the
development of textile sector in

the UT of J&K. She added that
the government has launched
several schemes for the develop-
ment of this sector and the peo-
ple associated with it should
take due benefits of these
schemes. The Minister further
said that under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the textile sector has seen
a sharp growth and technical
infrastructure as well as knowl-
edge resources for the farmers
are given due importance.
While interacting with the
cocoon weavers, the MoS asked

them to take due advantage of
all the schemes of government
and assured them of constant
support. Later in the day, the
MoS visited Central Sericulture
Research and Training
Institute (CSRTI), Pampore.
During the visit, the Minister
interacted with the scientists of
the institute on research and
development of sericulture sec-
tor across North India.
Speaking during the interac-
tion, the MoS asked the scien-
tists to provide all kind of sup-
port to the cocoon weavers. She
asked them to devise those vari-
eties which can increase the
productivity and strengthen the
levels of efficiency. The Minister
asked the scientists to provide
training, transfer of technology,
coordination and market devel-
opment, seed organisation and
other related support to the
weavers so that gainful employ-
ment avenues are created here.
The minister was informed that
CSRTI is rendering Research
and Development, Technical,

Technological, Human
Resource Development and
Extension Service Support to
sericulture farmers in entire
North and North-western parts
of the country. Later, the
Minister visited district
Anantnag and took part in a
series of events and activities
that witnessed participation of
public officials and delegations.

She inspected the stalls
installed by Handicrafts and
Handloom Department and
interacted with multiple public
delegations, members of
Panchayat Raj Institutions,
SHG members, youth clubs
and entrepreneurs among oth-
ers. The Minister also visited
Carpet Centre Siligam and
interacted with artisans and lis-
tened to their grievances and
demands. Director Handicrafts
and Handloom Kashmir,
Mehmood Ahmad, RTO
Kashmir Sajid Yehya Naqash,
President Grameen Art, Sofi
Yousuf and other officers were
present on the occasion.

Union MoS for Textiles & Railways conducts whirlwind tour of Srinagar Distt

Union Minister for Textiles and Railways Darshana V
Jardosh interacting with artisans in Srinagar. 
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SRINAGAR: In follow up to
the Swachhta Pakhwada pro-
gramme which was inaugu-
rated on October 02, 2021 by
the Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha from SKICC
and which will continue for
fifteen-days, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
Pandurang K Pole on
Sunday participated in the
de-weeding drive in Dal
Lake.

The Divisional
Commissioner also had an
extensive tour of Dal Lake
and took stock of various
activities being conducted.
Besides, he also participated
in the de-weeding process.
The Div Com also inspected
the lily extraction activity
which is being done on a
large scale by J&K LDA. He
also visited the interior of
Dal lake and Doledemb area

to take first hand informa-
tion. 

On the occasion, the
Deputy Mayor, Parvez
Ahmad Qadri along with cor-
porators Aqib Renzu, Zubair
Fayaz, Mohd Saleem and
Iniyat Mir also participated
in the de-weeding drives
along with the Divisional
Commissioner. The
Divisional Commissioner was
also accompanied by VC
LAWDA Dr. Bashir Ahmad
Bhat, besides other officers
of LAWDA and SMC. The
de-weeding process in Dal
Lake has been taken up on a
large scale by J&K LDA
since May 2021 and will con-
tinue till November 2021. In
order to have greater partici-
pation in cleaning operation
of Dal Lake various organi-
sations like SDRF, NDRF,
house boat owners associa-
tion, shikara association

NGos like
Jannat Mission, JK

Srinagar Eco watch , Go
green are actively involved in
the exercise who are also
working in association with
J&K LDA for de-weeding
and solid waste management
areas.

Meanwhile, Div Com urged
the houseboat owners to clean
the areas around the house-
boats by deweeding & collec-
tion of solid waste so as to
keep the area clean in order to
attract more tourists. He also
emphasised the need to add
more water transport and
recreational facilities like jet
skies in Dal Lake to add to
the dynamics of the aquatic
ecosystem. On the occasion,
J&K LDA has sought cooper-
ation of all stakeholders for
participation in cleaning of
Dal Lake to upkeep the aes-
thetics of the lake.

Div Com conducts extensive tour of Dal
Lake, participates in de-weeding drive

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole participating in de-weeding drive in Dal Lake.
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SRINAGAR: Tribal Affairs
Department J&K has initiated
an ambitious plan to offer gain-
ful employment to 10,000 trib-
al youth apart from a number
of skill development courses
and employment opportunities.
Phase-I of the mini Sheep
Farm scheme was formally ini-
tiated with draw of lots among
the applicants across various
districts conducted by the
Sheep Husbandry department.
In phase-I under the Sheep
Farming scheme 1500 youth
have been selected.

The mini Sheep Farm
scheme launched by the Tribal
Affairs Department aimed at
establishment of 1500 mini
Sheep Farms this year followed
by 30% addition every year.
The scheme entails to establish
more than 10,000 such sheep
farming units in next 4 years.
Sheep Husbandry Department
is implementing the scheme

with active participation of
tribal farmers. An awareness
programme has also been initi-
ated by Sheep Husbandry
Department to elicit greater
response from tribal concentra-
tion areas.

More than 6000 applications
were received in various dis-
tricts under the flagship
scheme which was launched in
13 districts for establishment
of 835 mini Sheep Farms. The
scheme is 100% funded by
J&K Tribal Affairs
Department. A total of 5225

applicants were found eligible
under the scheme and draw of
lots was conducted in all 13 dis-
tricts selecting 835 tribal youth
for establishment of Sheep
Farms. Further, every district
has also maintained a 10%
waiting list of eligible tribal
youth. The draw of lots was
supervised by District Sheep
Husbandry Officers in pres-
ence of DDC members, BDC
Chairpersons and PRI mem-
bers. Director of Sheep
Husbandry, Kashmir/ Jammu
are supervising the flagship

scheme.
Secretary, Tribal Affairs

Department, Dr Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary informed that
under the guidance of
Lieutenant Governor J&K the
UT administration earlier ini-
tiated an ambitious plan to
offer gainful employment to
10,000 tribal youth this year
which involved establishment
of 1500 mini Sheep Farms in
two faces. He further
informed that Departemt is
working on process to estab-
lish 500 dairy farms and 700
more mini Sheep Farms under
the scheme apart from 17
milk villages and support for
procurement of milk chilling
plants, packaging units and
transportation. The draw of
lots was held in 13 districts
covered under Phase-I which
include Samba, Kathua,
Doda, Reasi, Poonch, Rajouri,
Srinagar, Shopian, Kupwara,
Anantnag, Ganderbal,

Pulwama and Kulgam while
remaining districts will be cov-
ered in Phase-II later this
year. The schemes includes
establishment of sheep units
along with related infrastruc-
ture, insurance, veterinary
healthcare, market linkages
and skill development.

Pertinently, two youth will be
trained for each of the Sheep
Farm under Skill Development
component of Mission Youth
offering opportunities for value
addition and market linkages.
The Agriculture Skill Council
of India has been roped in by
the Tribal Affairs Department
to impart training to 1500
youth in Phase-I in coordina-
tion with Mission Youth and
J&K Skill Development
Mission. Financial institutions
have also been roped in for pro-
viding financial support to trib-
al youth desirous of establish-
ing bigger Sheep Farms with
200-500 livestock.

800 Mini Sheep Farm units allotted to tribal youth: Shahid

Secretary TAD Dr Shahid Iqbal Choudhary at a
public meeting. 
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GANDERBAL: Department of youth services and
sports Ganderbal in collaboration with Zonal Physical
Education Office Tullamulla on Sunday organized a
massive cleanliness drive programme at Kheer
Bhawani Shrine Tulamulla under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. During the drive all the field staff as well as

office bearers of zone Tullamullah participated with
dedication, enthusiasm and collected around twenty
kilograms of waste materials including polyethene,
plastics and other unhygienic materials which was
later on handed over to the waste management com-
mittee concerned for its safe disposal.

The ZPEO Tullamullah, Irshad Ahmad created

awareness regarding ill effects of polythene and plas-
tics. He also shows the gratitude towards the field staff
as well as office bearers of Youth Services and Sports
Zone Tullamullah.

The locals and residents inside the Holy Shrine
appreciated the department for organizing such pro-
grammes for the welfare of humanity.

DYSS Ganderbal conduct cleanliness drive at Kheer Bhawani Shrine
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