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Prominent KP pharmacy...

killing of Bindroo have no religion as the killing of unarmed persons is never jus-
tified in any religion. I express my solidarity with the family members of Bindroo
and urge police to expose and punish his killers, sooner than better," Thakur said.

National Conference leader Omar Abdullah also condemned the killing.

"What terrible news! He was a very kind man. I've been told he never left during
the height of militancy and remained with his shop open. I condemn this killing in
the strongest possible terms & convey my heartfelt condolences to his family. God
bless his soul," Omar tweeted.

People's Conference chief Sajad Lone also condemned the killing.

"The fatal attack against the owner of Bindroo medicates is outrageous and unac-
ceptable. I knew the gentleman personally. He never left the valley. And terrorists
made him pay for that. May he live in peace," Lone tweeted. CPT (M) leader
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami said he had no words to condemn such a heinous and
shameful act.

"His unfortunate death has sent shockwaves. No words to condemn such a heinous
and shameful act. This is indeed an irreparable loss for the whole society," he said.

Condemning the killing of yet another innocent member of the minority communi-
ty by terrorists in Srinagar, President Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, K K Khosa said it
is a highly deplorable act clearly aimed at creating a scare within the minorities and
also vitiating the environment all over again.

"The GoI and the UT government have clearly failed in their duties to ensure safe-
ty and security of all innocent people especially those belonging to the minority com-
munity," he said and asked the GOI and UT to own up responsibility and stop
resorting to purely cosmetic treatment of the Kashmir situation.

This dastardly killing should serve as an eye opener for the GOI about the under-
currents in the valley and it is indicative of the complete failure of their Kashmir
policy in this respect.

The perpetrators of these unfortunate killings go scot free after committing these
crimes which clearly shows that over ground workers and harbourers are present in
large numbers and need to be unearthed and neutralized with a heavy hand right

o From Apr 2022...

fitness testing for heavy commercial vehicles is likely to be in force from April 1,
2023, and the same will be in place in a phased manner for other categories from
June 1, 2024.

The fitness norm is not uniform in the country. In the case of Delhi, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has passed an order banning all diesel vehicles that are over
10 years old from plying on the roads.

According to an official statement, in the Vehicle Serapping Policy, it is proposed
to have a system of incentives and disincentives to nudge vehicle owners to discard
old and polluting vehicles, which have higher maintenance and fuel consumption
costs.

It said that as an incentive, there will be waiver of the fee for issue of the certifi-
cate of registration for a new vehicle, purchased against the authority of the certifi-
cate of deposit (CoD) issued by a registered vehicle scrapping facility for a vehicle
being scrapped.

As regards disincentives, the statement said there will be an increase in the fee for
conducting fitness test and renewal of fitness certificate for motor vehicles more
than 15 years old.

Besides, there will also be an increase in the renewal of registration fee for person-
al vehicles (non-transport vehicles) more than 15 years old, the statement said.

Procurement of 114...

India initiative...We are moving the case further," he said, replying to a question
on the mega procurement.

The top contenders for the deal include Lockheed Martin's F-21, Boeing's F/A-18,
Dassault Aviation's Rafale, the Eurofighter Typhoon, Russian aircraft MiG 35 and
Saab's Gripen.

‘When asked whether the IAF would go for an additional 36 Rafale aircraft to deal
with immediate requirements, the Chief of Air Staff suggested that the fighter jet
could be one of the contenders for the MRFA project.

Last year, the then IAF Chief RKS Bhadauria did not rule out procurement of
more Rafale jets, and said the induction of the French-made multi-role aireraft has
given the Indian Air Force an operational edge to strike "deep and hard".

There has been a view among some officials in the military establishment that the
IAF should at least have four squadrons of Rafale jets considering its operational
aspects. There are 18 aireraft in a squadron.

Air Chief Marshal Chaudhari said procurement of 114 jets under the MRFA proj-
ect and acquisition of 83 Light Combat Aircraft Tejas will help the IAF significant-
ly in the face of a gradual drop in the number of fighter squadrons due to phasing
out of the fleets of Jaguar, Mirage and the MiG 29.

He also said that the IAF is fully committed to the Advanced Medium Combat
Aireraft (AMCA) aircraft project.

India is also working on an ambitious USD 5 billion projeet to develop a fifth-gen-
eration medium weight deep penetration fighter jet to significantly bolster its air
power capability.

The IAF chief said the force is looking at technologies for the aircraft that can
integrate fifth and sixth generation technologies, adding the plan is to induct the
AMCA by the early years of the next decade.

He said the IAF will not be able to reach the sanctioned strength of 42 squadrons
in the next 10-15 years notwithstanding all the planned acquisitions.

The Air Chief Marshal said the IAF would have 35 squadrons by the next decade
with phasing out of old aireraft and induction of new ones.

Over 92 Cr...

COVID-19 vaccination commenced from March 1 for people over 60 years and
those aged 45 and above with specified co-morbid conditions. The country launched
vaccination for all people aged more than 45 years from April 1.

The government then decided to expand its vaceination drive by allowing everyone
above 18 to be vaccinated from May 1.

L[]
Govt hikes rates...
Benefit Packages (HBP 2.2) will strengthen the empanelled hospitals to provide
better healthcare services to the beneficiaries under Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY.
"The revised packages for oncology will enhance cancer care for the beneficiaries

in the eountry. Addition of new packages related to black fungus will be a huge relief

to the beneficiaries. I am sure that the rationalised HBP will further improve the
uptake of scheme in private hospitals leading to reduced out-of-pocket expenditure
for the beneficiaries, he said.

National Health Authority CEO Dr R S Sharma said the NHA constantly works
on the feedback received from stakeholders for rationalisation of health benefit
package.

State Health Agencies (SHAs) currently implementing any of the previous ver-
sions of HBP can now accept and implement HBP 2.2/ Sharma said.

The NHA has undertaken rate revision in the categories which include radiation
oncology procedures, medical management procedures like those for dengue, acute
febrile illness ete, surgical package treatment for black fungus and other procedures
like right/left heart catheterisation, PDA closure, arthrodesis, cholecystectomy,
appendicectomy ete.

Currently, Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY covers 1,669 treatment procedures out of

which 1,080 are surgical, 588 medical and one unspecified package.

The Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY aims to achieve the target of universal health cov-
erage and provide access to free and affordable healthcare services to the citizens
residing in the remotest of the areas.

In 2018, Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY was launched with the HBP 1.0 with a total
of 1,393 packages.

The scheme aims to provide free and cashless healthcare services up to Rs 5 lakh
per family per year to over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable families (over 53 crore
beneficiaries) as per Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC)-2011 database.

Since the inception of the scheme, more than 2.2 crore eligible AB-PMJAY bene-
ficiary have been provided with health coverage for secondary, tertiary and day care
procedures for treatment of diseases and medical conditions through a vast network
of 24,000 Empanelled Health Care Providers (EHCP), the statement said,

The Health Benefit Package (HBP) defines the scope of healthcare services being
provided and also determines the extent of financial risk protection to the benefici-

aries, the statement said.
SC asks Centre...

employment and this is the average figure.

Now in 2008, the figure of SCs and STs in government employment has come to
17.5 and 6.8 per cent respectively which are still low and justify such quota, he said.

The court will continue the hearing on Wednesday.

Earlier, the top court, on September 14, said that it would not reopen its decision

on granting reservation in promotions to the SCs and S'Ts as it was for the states to
decide how they implement it.

"We are making it very clear that we are not going to reopen Nagraj or Jarnail
Singh (cases) because the idea was only to decide these cases in accordance with the
law laid down by the court," the bench had said.

The issues framed by Attorney General K K Venugopal and the ones circulated by
others are enhancing the scope of cases, it said.

"We are not willing to do that. There are certain issues that are already decided in
Nagraj that also we are not going to take up. We are very clear that we are not going
to permit any arguments for reopening of cases or arguing that law laid down from
Indira Sawhney is wrong because the very scope of these cases is to apply the law as
laid down by this court," the bench had said.

Venugopal had submitted before the apex court that nearly all these issues have
been covered by judgements of the top court and he would give a background of all
the cases on the issue of reservation since the Indira Sawhney case.

The Attorney General had said the problem of the Union of India is that there are
three interim HC orders passed out which two say that promotions can continue to
be made, while one HC has issued status quo orders on promotions.

"The Government of India has 1,400 posts (secretariat level) stagnating where no
promotions could be made on a regular basis because all three orders dealt with reg-
ular promotions. The issue is whether the promotions for regular appointments can
be continued to be made and whether it affects the reserved seats.

"There are another 2,500 posts stagnating for years due to status quo orders relat-
ing to regular promotions. The government wants to make those promotions on an
adhoc basis without any rights," Venugopal had said while seeking a stay on a con-
tempt plea against the government official.

Earlier, Maharashtra and other states had said the promotions have been made in
unreserved categories, but promotions have not been granted in reserved categories
for SC and ST employees.

In 2018, a five-judge constitution bench had refused to refer the 2006 judgement
in the M Nagraj case, in which the creamy layer concept was extended to the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) to a larger seven-judge bench
for reconsideration.

It had also paved the way for a grant of quota for promotions in the government
jobs to SCs and STs and had modified the 2006 judgement to the extent that the
states will not be required to "collect quantifiable data' reflecting the backwardness
among these communities to justify the quota in promotions.

However, the top court, in 2018, had upheld the other conditions such as the gov-
ernments will have to justify promotions in quota for SCs and S'Ts by establishing
that their representation in that particular kind of job is inadequate and this would
not impact the overall administrative efficiency.

[ L]
Petrol, diesel prices...
diesel rates above Rs 100 mark in several cities in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

International oil prices rallied to a near seven-year high following a decision by
OPEC+ to maintain its planned gradual increase of supply, despite the market fac-
ing an energy crunch. Global benchmark Brent jumped to USD 81.51 per barrel,
while West Texas Intermediate rose to USD 77.76 a barrel. Being a net importer of
oil, India prices petrol and diesel at rates equivalent to international prices. A month
back Brent was less than USD 72 per barrel.

With international erude oil prices moving in both directions during July and
August, no price increase was carried out by oil marketing companies (OMCs) from
July 18 to September 23. Instead, petrol price was cut by Rs 0.65 a litre and diesel
by Rs 1.25. However, with no respite from surging international prices, OMCs have
started to increase the retail selling price of petrol and diesel with effect from
September 28 and September 24 respectively.

Since then, rates have gone up by Rs 2.45 paise per litre and petrol price has
increased by Rs 1.50.

Prior to the July/August price cuts, the petrol price was increased by Rs 11.44 a
litre between May 4 and July 17. Diesel rate had gone up by Rs 9.14 during this
period.

The relentless increase in fuel prices has been criticised by opposition parties who
have demanded that the government cut record excise duty on the two fuels to give
relief to consumers.

The government has so far not agreed to the demand. Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Saturday refused to even comment on the high fuel prices.

Asked about the fuel prices at his ministry’s event in the national capital on
Saturday, Puri said, "chodo (please leave it)" before walking away.

NSS Unit-1 of GGM Sc College celebrates World Teacher Day Previous Government talked about providing
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JAMMU: NSS Unit 1 of
GGM  Science  College
Jammu organized a lecture
to sensitize the students to
raise awareness about the
importance of world teacher
day and to inspire positive
approach towards the preser-
vations of the culture and

which play a vital role in the
development of each individ-

food to poor but only BJP did it: Sat

ual in 1994 he added. While
conducting the proceeding of
the programme, he apprised
the audience that the day
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JAMMU: With a mission to
provide free ration to the
poor and needy under the

ships faced by the poor and
the needy due to economie

- (A disruptions caused by the
- \ .

2 pandemic, the Central

- X Government through

Bg =% PMGKAY is helping the

== poor to overcome the prob-

rich traditions in connection
with the World Teacher Day.
The webinar was arranged
under the guidance of prin-
ciple Dr. Ravender Tickoo
and supervision of Dr.
Narinder Kumar NSS PO,
on the theme, "Teachers at
the Heart of Education
Recovery of World Teacher's
Day 2021 The theme recog-
nises teachers for their tire-
less efforts to keep teaching
even during hardships like
COVID-19 Pandemic.

Dr. Ashiq Hussain a well
known educationist was the
resource person on the occa-
sion. In his lecture, Dr.
Hussain threw a detailed
light on the importance of
world teacher day. During his

NSS volunteers along with faculty during the event.

interaction, while focussing
on the importance of such
day, he added that world
teacher day is one such event
to which students and teach-
ers equally look forward and
this day is so important for
the students as it gives them
a chance to understand the
efforts put in by their teach-
ers to ensure that they get a
proper education. He added
that teachers shape future
generations, dedicating one
day each year to thanking
them is the least we can do.
Remember that teachers are
important no matter where

you are on the globe today!

He underlined that the self
disciplined, commitment and
belongingness of the teacher
toward mnoble profession of
teaching can not only help
world produced the better
citizens and hence building
stronger and healthier globe
but also ensure the address-
ing of sustainable develop-
ment .

Earlier, NSS PO Dr
Narinder Kumar in his wel-
come addressed give a brief
introduction that UNESCO
created the World Teacher's
Day to celebrate teachers

DLSA Reasi hosts awareness programme on
legal services for senior citizens

m STATE TIMES NEWS

REASI: Considering the need
to protect the rights of Senior
Citizen and the right to live
with Dignity as guaranteed by
the Constitution of India under
Article 21, District Legal
Services Authority Reasi on
Tuesday organised a Legal
Awareness Program on the
topic of NALSA (Legal
Services to Senior Citizens)
Scheme-2016" for the Senior

Citizens of District Reasi here
at Day Care Centre (Ahata
Wagqar) Reasi. The awareness
program was held in compli-
ance with the Action plan
issued by Legal Services
Authority of UT of J&K under
PAN India Awareness and
Outreach Campaign and under
the supervision and guidance of
DLSA chairman R.N. Watal.
The Secretary District Legal
Services Authority enlightened

the Senior Citizens with the
ohjectives of NALSA Schemes
for the welfare of Senior
Citizens whereas the Panel
Advocates namely M.S. Mir
and Shalinder Bhardwaj
explained various government
schemes for the welfare and
betterment of senior citizens.
This program was attended by
Panel Lawyers, Staff members,
PLVs and respectable Senior
Citizens of District Reasi.

Public hearing for Minor Mineral Mining held at village Jullas

u STATE TIMES NEWS

POONCH: Pollution Control Committee Poonch, under the chairmanship of Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Basharat Hussain (Additional District Magistrate) today held a
public hearing for Minor Mineral (River Bed Material) Block No.04, Area, 8.86 Ha. of river
Suran Downstream Sher -e -Kashmir Bridge part IV District Poonch.

Divisional Officer Pollution Control Committee, Mukesh Singh Bali; Representative of
Regional Director JKPCC Jammu, Anupam Koul; District mineral Officer and other officials
of Pollution Control Committee were also present on the public Hearing proceedings.

The locals of the affected areas raised various issues, concerns related to the proposed min-

ing project.

All their issues/concerns were videographed /Photographed during the proceedings of public
hearing. Rajesh Kumar, Environmental Consultant presented a detailed resume of the pro-
posed project and disseminated the necessary awareness among the public and emphasized
them about the illegal effects of illegal mining.

The Additional Deputy Commissioner made the locals and PRI's members aware about the
proposed Minor Mineral Mining project in detail, and listened to their demands patiently.

marks the anniversary of the  nationwide scheme
adoption of the 1966 Pradhan Mantri Garib
UNESCO/ ILO Kalyan Anna  Yojana
Recommendation concerning  (PMGKAY), former
the Status of Teachers . This ~ Minister and Ex-MLA

day is celebrated to recog-
nize the rights and responsi-
bilities of teachers and focus-
es on appreciating, assessing
and improving the educators
of the world he underlined.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, large number of
NSS volunteers, and stu-
dents who had joined the
webinar from different col-
leges of Jammu and
Kashmir UT, took a pledge
as a students, it is our duty
to thank them at least once a
year and Teachers' Day gives
us an ideal opportunity to do
S0.

The webinar ended with a
special vote of thanks by the
NSS PO.

Jammu West Sat Sharma
distributed free ration
amongst a large number of
families at New Rehari
area, Ward 08 in a program
organized by local
Corporator Dr Akshay
Sharma.

District President Munish
Khajuria, District General
Secretary Rajesh Gupta,
local residents and political
activists were also present
on the occasion.

Speaking on the oceasion,
Sat Sharma said that after
independence, almost every
Government talked about
providing cheap food to the
poor but the scope and
budget of cheap ration

Ex-MLA Jammu West Sat Sharma and others
during the programme.

schemes increased year
after year, but the effect it
should have had remained
limited.He stated that now
with the efforts of PM Modi
the world has acknowledged
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana and
free ration has been made
available to more than 80
crore people during the
pandemic with the expendi-
ture of more than Rs 2 lakh
crore, he added.

He also stated that Ward
wise teams in Jammu West
have been constituted to
check that the scheme is
implemented properly and

benefits of the same are
provided to deserving per-
sons. Munish Khajuria said
that BJP is committed to
assist masses in every way
possible and everything is
being done to provide food
to the needy in these tough
times under the flagship
scheme of PMGKAY. He
also said that Former MLA
is in regular connect with
the public of Jammu West
and BJP activists all
around Constituency are
helping the public to avail
benefits of various schemes.

Dr Akshay Sharma said
that to ameliorate the hard-

DDC Kathua asks bankers to increase CD Ratio; ensure hassle-free
mechanism for clearance of Self employment scheme proposals

m STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: To review the
flow of credit and perform-
ance of banks, District
Development Commissioner,
Kathua Rahul Yadav on
Tuesday chaired District
Level Review Committee
(DLRC)/ DCC/ DLAC
meeting here at Conference
Hall of DC Complex. The
meeting held a detailed
deliberation on key areas
related to deposits, advances
under  priority  sector,
Government Sponsored
Schemes, lending for the
quarters ending June 30,
2021 and performance of
RSETI, Kathua.

The DDC Kathua, who is
also  Chairman, DLRC
reviewed the achievement of
CD ratio targets, cases
under KCC, New KCC(
Dairy, Poultry, Fisheries
and Sheep Husbandry),
PMEGP - KVIB / KVIC /
DIC / NULM, NRLM
Handloom / Handicraft,
PMAY with special empha-

sis on credit linkage of bene-

ficiaries under these
schemes.
He emphasized upon

banks to simplify the system
and procedure so that maxi-
mum beneficiaries are credit
linked under various
schemes for generation of
employment. He counseled
the officers of banks and
Government departments to
show empathy towards
poverty stricken people to
ensure the achievement of
the set targets.

The Chairman advised all
departments and banks to
focus on awareness pro-
grammes for dissemination
of information among gener-
al  public/farmers/skilled
persons to encourage them
to set up new units of eco-
nomie activities. He
impressed upon the banks
and line departments to
ensure effective coordina-
tion in their working.

The chairman exhorted
upon the banks to exploit all

resources at their disposal
and come out with a con-
crete action plan to increase
present CD-ratio of 44.22 %
to minimum 60% by the end
of next quarter of 2021-22.

The DDC advised all
banks to cover maximum
number of persons with
100% penetration under
social security schemes like
Jan Dhan Yojana, Suraksha
Bima Yojana, Jeevan Jyoti
Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana
and to issue Rupay Debit
Cards to all eligible a/c hold-
ers.

Earlier, LDM Kathua,
Qazi Farooq presented the
achievements under Annual
Action Plan for the year
2021-22 and informed the
house that Rs 147.93 crore
has been disbursed under
priority sector and Rs
126.04 crore under non-pri-
ority sector, thereby record-
ing 11.99% achievement

under  ACP as on
30.06.2021. Further, under
social security schemes

194339  accounts were
opened under PMJDY, 7279
individuals were covered
under Atal Pension Yojana,
52562 individuals under
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana,
101879 individuals under
Suraksha Bima Yojana and
21057 accounts opened
under PMMY as on June
30, 2021. Chief Planning
Officer Uttam Singh; DDM,
NABARD, Amit Kumar;
Cluster Head J&K Bank,
Satish Kumar; Rajat Bhan
(SBI); M L Sharma (PNB);
Sumit Bharti (JK Grameen
Bank); CAO, Vijay
Upadhaya; PO DUDA,
Ramneek Singh; CAHO Dr.
Satvir Singh; S. Gupta
Sheep  Husbandry; S.
Harvinder Singh (KVIB);
Masqeen  Babu, DIC;
Subash Chander FLC SBI;
Showkat Ganie NRLM;
Pardeep Shah Handlooms
and other concerned offi-
cers from Banks and Govt
departments were also
present.

lems. He also complimented
Former MLA for going
‘Ward wise and helping the
poor and needy to take ben-
efits of various Central
sponsored schemes.

Anupam Gupta, Dr Surjit
Singh, Naveen Sharma,
Vipan  Verma, Raman
Sharma and several others
were also present.

57,344 Kanals illegal
revenue entries on forest

land cancelled

m STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURI: Rajouri Forest
Division  conducted a
detailed exercise jointly with
revenue department for
identification of persons
who had managed to secure
illegal revenue entries on
forest land. The exercise
which were started six
months back involved field
officials of both forest and
revenue departments, so
that such illegal mutations
and revenue entries made
on forest land often by
encroachers are identified
and expunged from revenue
records enabling forest
department to effectively
save forest land from
encroachment.

Dr. A. D. Singh, IFS
Divisional Forest Officer
Rajouri further informed
that so far illegal entries
belonging to 1151 persons
across 57344 Kanals has
been expunged by the rev-
enue department till date
and the details of same have
been conveyed by revenue
officials to forest depart-
ment as on date. Further, he
informed that the process is
going on so that all such
revenue entries made ille-
gally get expunged from rev-
enue record to prevent their
misuse by encroachers to
create legal hurdles and
stop the illegal possession of
forest land by fraudulently
means.
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