Thursday © October 7, 2021 STATETiMES ]

I! Continuations from Page 1 !!

SVAMITVA Yojna to...

households by issuing legal ownership cards to them.

Under the pilot project, the scheme was successfully implemented in Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Haryana, and
Karnataka. Now, it will be rolled out in the entire country to provide property cards
to people, Modi said.

He said that till now, property cards for over 22 lakh families have been prepared
in these states, while in Madhya Pradesh, they have been given to over 1.70 lakh
families in more than 3,000 villages.

He also said the SVAMITVA Yojna will save villagers from borrowing money from
third parties and now, on the basis of their property papers, they will get loans from
banks. The drone, which some people call a "chota helicopter" (small helicopter), will
totally change the face of the development of the villages, the prime minister added.

J&K proposes pilot...

briefed about the energy demand and consumption in the Union Territory.

It was also informed that in order to liquidate Power Purchase liabilities, JK has
availed soft loans to the tune of Rs 11029.47 Cr offer from Government of India to
clear liabilities of power purchase to GENCOS and TRANSCOS. Besides, Kansal
also informed the Secretary that various compliances have been made which include
revised tariff, pre-paid metering, power purchase optimization as well as power sup-
ply to 41781 defaulters was disconnected in addition to recovery of Rs 4106.63 lakh
arrears and extensive inspection drives.

The meeting was told that the revenue realization has increased by 23.16 percent
wherein Rs 954 crore was realized last year and 1176 crore realized ending
September this year.

‘With respect to e-governance/IT initiatives, the Secretary was told about the
Digitization Database of Distribution Transformers, achievement of 100 percent
feeder metering, feeder data monitoring through state of the art system, 647 urban
feeder of JKPDD on-boarding on the National Power Portal and consumer care
center for complaints and grievances.

‘While complementing the J&K PDD for successfully integrating IT assets of
PDD, the Secretary said that J&K has done great work with respect to IT solutions
in the power sector.

The Secretary also enquired about the functioning of the IT wing of the depart-
ment, manpower and availability of equipments.

On digital payments, he was informed that the digital payments have jumped man-
ifold and J&K is ranked 3rd across India with a 278 percent increase in digital pay-
ments.

On the power generation front, the meeting was informed that 1400 MW is near-
ing completion with Pakal Dul (100MW), Ratle (850 MW) and Kiru (624 MW) are
under construction while historic MOUs were also signed this year.

With respect to generation of clean energy, the Secretary was informed that 9 MW
solar power plant is being established at Pampore township of Kashmir,
Kishenganga Dam small hydel project to light up Gurez is also under construction,
besides 12MW small hydro power project at Karnah is under construction besides
100 year old heritage Mohra project, built in 1902 is being revived.

While discussing the transmission sector of PDD, it was informed that the J&K
has witnessed a 150 percent leap in the last two years. During the last 70 years from
1947 to 2019, J&K had 8394 MVA transmission capacity and from April 2019 to
March 31, 2022, more 3806 MVA will be added.

The meeting was also told that the projects lying dormant or languishing for the
last several years have been revived at a speedy manner with a total of 82 projects
in different areas to be revived in the U'T.

On the distribution front, the major achievements were discussed and projects
taken under IPDS, PMDP-U and R, DDUJY and other centrally sponsored
schemes were also discussed in detail.

Earlier, on his arrival here, the Secretary inspected the 140MVA, 132/33 GSS
Rawalpora Transmission Line Maintenance Division-II of JKPTCL. The Secretary
was informed that the grid sub-station caters to a large chunk of consumers of
southern areas of Srinagar city.

On the occasion, the Secretary inspected different sections and also enquired
about the equipment being installed at the station.

The Secretary also visited the construction site of 3X50MVA, 132/33 GIS
Tengpora here.

The Secretary inspected different sections of the station and enquired about the
completion timeline of the station.

On the oceasion, he was informed that supply of 50MVA, 132/33 power trans-
former, supply of 33kv GIS equipment, supply of C&R Panels ete have been received
besides installation of power transformers has been done at the site.

Union Power Secretary, Alok Kumar also visited dam site of 1000 MW Pakal Dul
Hydro Electric Project, being executed by CVPPL, a joint venture of NHPC and
JKSPDC, at Drangdhuran in Kishtwar district to inspeet ongoing construetion
works in the dam complex.

Union Secretary was accompanied by Principal Secretary, PDD, Rohit Kansal;
CMD, NHPC, Abhay Kumar Singh; Union Joint Secretary Power, Vishal Kapoor
and other officers of PDD.

Union Secretary, after having a brief overview about the project layout, inspected
the ongoing construction works on the diversion tunnel. He expressed satisfaction
over the pace of progress on the works being executed under the project.

He asked the concerned to ensure that construction work on coffer dam and
Concrete Face Rockfill dam can be commenced at the earliest for completion of the
prestigious project within scheduled time. "Completion of this project will not only
add to existing electricity generation capacity but will contribute immensely towards
growth and development of the district and the UT as well", he maintained.

He expressed hope that the power projects in Kishtwar in particular and in
Jammu and Kashmir in general will play vital role in providing employment to the
local populace. Managing Director, CVPPL, Rajat Gupta; Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar, Ashok Kumar Sharma; Head of Project, Narender Kumar and other sen-
ior officers of CVPPL and district administration were present on the occasion.

Documents on DigiLocker...

documents at par with the original documents as per the provisions of the
Information Technology Act 2000", read an official circular issued by the Traffic
Department here on Wednesday.

According to a circular issued by the ADGP Traffic, Tsewang Namgyal, in this
regard, in compliance to an amendment by Ministry for Road Transport and
Highways in Rule 139 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rule vide notification number
G.S.R 108 (E) dated 2nd of November, 2018, enabling production of requisite doc-
uments such as certificate of Registration, Insurance, Fitness and Permit, the
Driving License, Certificate for Pollution under check and any other relevant docu-
ment in electronic form with a view to ease of living for the people.

L]
Standing for Jammu...
on March 1, 2015, when in the company of his the then deputy from the BJP, he

expressed gratitude to separatists, terrorists and Pakistan for 'smooth conduct of
elections' in Jammu and Kashmir. This was the beginning of the BJP to undergo a
nightmarish phase of its existence in the Hindu heartland of Muslim dominated
Jammu and Kashmir The hardcore supporters had accepted the surprise decision
to align with béte noire PDP just for the reason that 'polarised' Civil Secretariat will
have a little bit saffron semblance, which is rightly or wrongly, perceived as Hindu
presence. The discriminated and subjugated Jammu people had nurtured a hope
that even if largesse would not be bestowed upon them by the BJP, their interests
too will not be compromised or jeopardized. The patriotic forces were happy that
there would be checks and balances on the administration and the tendencies of sid-
ing with the other side, at various levels, may get eschewed. However, the worst type
of second fiddle syndrome took toll on the BJP, which is why Jammu is 'leaderless'.

The leadership vacuum has been haunting the self-respecting Jammuties for
decades. The leaders emerged and perished in the wilderness as factotums. In such
a scenario, anybody speaking for Jammu in a very terse manner is surprising if not
shocking because the Duggarland is now tuned to the leadership of subservient
character.

So far-the half here and the half there-Devender Rana-former and present provin-
cial President National Conference is giving big indications of rebellion-rebellion not
to Kashmir-centric political masters but to the culture of subservience. He is strug-
gling to break the shackles of slavery. This in itself needs guts. He is saying good-
bye to Abdullahas whom he represented in Jammu for nearly two and half decades.
He was face of the Abdullahs and strong confidant of the first family of mainstream
politics. Severing ties with the National Conference-a party still considered to be the
premier political party of Jammu and Kashmir-is unprecedented. Jammu has seen
its leaders being dumped and consigned to dust-bins by the political masters from
the Valley on their whims. Therefore, deserting the leaders who considered him their
valued political asset in Jammu is incomprehensible. Rana is bidding adieu to the
National Conference, what he says, on his own terms. This is what he told the media
persons, "As long as the interests of Jammu and the wishes and aspirations of the
people of Jammu region are concerned, there will be no compromise over it. If there
is a need to make any sacrifice, I am ready for it". He has been talking about Jammu
and the Jammu cause. He has been vehemently pushing forward 'Jammu
Declaration"-a concept contrary to the infamous "People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration-the brain child of the arch rivals NC and PDP. Formulation of the
Jammu Declaration should have been seen as rebellion to Kashmir centric and pro-
separatist charter of the so-called mainstream. But they failed in reading the writ-
ing on the wall. Credit must go to Devender Rana for not succumbing to the party
pressure on assailing 'autocratic rule' during the ritual of the so-called Martyrs' Day
on 13 July every year. He resisted toeing the line his predecessors did in Sher-e-
Kashmir Bhawan in Jammu as Provineial President. In fact, he was among the first
to seek declaration of the Maharaja Hari Singh's birthday on September 23 as offi-
cial holiday in Jammu and Kashmir, as a mark of respect to the last Maharaja.

Devender Rana has rolled the ball and now it is to be seen whether he is resolute
enough in pushing it through the goal post or just dodging it to get fouled to facili-
tate the NC defence line to kick the ball to side-line or touch-line from the penalty

| Two suspected OGWs...

their possession, officials said here on Wednesday.

Safeer Ahmad Sheikh and Zameer Hussian Sheikh were apprehended at Hajitara
near the Line of Control in Karnah area of Kupwara on Tuesday evening, the offi-
cials said. They said eight hand grenades, one pistol and seven rounds were recov-
ered from the possession of the arrested persons.
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educating transgenders through virtual mode during the programme.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: As part of the
Pan India Awareness and
Outreach Campaign being
held under the aegis of
"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,
District  Legal  Services
Authority, Udhampur under
the guidance of its Chairman,
organized a Legal Awareness
Programme on the rights of
Transgender through Virtual
Mode.

The Programme was inau-
gurated by the DLSA
Secretary (Sub-judge) Rajni
Sharma who interacted with
the transgender and empha-
sized the importance of sensi-

tizing the weaker sections of
the  society, especially
Transgender about their
rights and govt schemes. The
DLSA  Secretary  also
enquired about the griev-
ances of transgender.

The Resource Persons of
the Programme were
Advocate  Akhil  Dubey,
Advocate Balwan Singh and
Advocate Mallikarjun Singh
Slathia. The resource persons
made the Transgender aware
about their Legal Rights and
informed them about the lat-
est Court rulings upholding
the  dignity of  the
Transgender.

Still with NC, says non-committal
Devender Rana

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: National
Conference leader Devender
Singh Rana on Wednesday
said he was still with the party
amid speculations that the
businessman-turned-politi-
cian was likely to join the BJP.

Rana, who is NC's provineial
president of the Jammu
region, said he would share
details with the media when
there is anything .

As T talk to you, yes, Rana
told reporters here when
asked if he was still a part of
the National Conference.

The Jammu-based NC
leader said he met party pres-

ident Farooq Abdullah and
vice president Omar Abdullah
at their Gupkar residence
here. The meeting lasted for
two and half hours.

I was here for condolences.
And it is always a pleasure to
meet Farooq and Omar sahib,
he said.

For the past few days, spec-
ulations have been rife that
Rana, who is the brother of
Union minister Jitendra
Singh, was leaving the NC
and likely to join the BJP.

Rana, however, said he
would share with the media
his future plans if there is any-
thing.

Chairman TLSC Chenani
Amandeep Kour (Munsiff);
Chairman TLSC Majalta
Priyanka Mahajan (Munsiff),
all Panel Lawyers and all
PLVs of DLSA Udhampur.
A similar programme was
also organized by District
Legal Services Authority
Reasi under the supervision
of its Chairman, R N Watal
organised an awareness pro-
gram  on  Rights  of
Transgenders at Day Care
Centre (Ahata Waqar) Reasi.
‘While DLSA Bhaderwah
also organized an same
awareness programme. The
programme was organized
and hosted by Secretary
DLSA Bhaderwah, while
Advocate Vikrant Mahajan
was the Recourse person.

District Social welfare offi-
cer, Zubair Ahmed, Tehsil
Social welfare officer Thathri
and Bhaderwah along with
10 identified transgender of
District Doda attended the
programme.

Kashmir on Wednesday
recorded 127 fresh cases
of coronavirus, taking the
infection count to
3,30,118, while the death
toll rose to 4,426 with two
fatalities in the past 24
hours, officials said.

Fifty-four of the fresh
cases were from the
Jammu division and 73
from the Kashmir division,
the officials said.

They said Srinagar dis-
trict recorded a maximum
of 44 new cases followed
by 38 cases in Poonch dis-
trict.

There are 1,065 active
cases in the union territo-
ry, while the number of

recoveries stands at
3,24,627, the officials
said.

The officials said the
mucormycosis (black fun-
gus) tally  remained
unchanged at 46 in the
union territory as no fresh
case was reported.

COVID-19 cases, taking
the virus tally to 20,830 in
the union territory, offi-
cials said.

The new cases were
reported on Tuesday from
Leh.

With three recoveries in
the last 24 hours, the
number of active cases in
the Union Territory (UT)
reached 52 -- 49 in Leh
and three in Kargil, they
said.

The overall recoveries in
the union territory went
up to 20,661, they said.

Ladakh has registered
207 Covid-related deaths -
- 149 in Leh and 58 in
Kargil -- since the out-
break of the pandemic last
year. A total of 896 sample
reports -- 434 in Leh and
457 in Kargil -- collected
on Tuesday -- were tested
negative, officials said.

No death was reported
on Tuesday due to COVID-
19 in Ladakh.

Cabinet approves bonus equal to 78 days’
wages for over 11 lakh railway employees

m STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on  Wednesday
approved a productivity-linked
bonus equivalent to 78 days'
wage to eligible non-gazetted
Railway employees, Union min-
ister Anurag Thakur said. The
bonus for the financial year
2020-21 will benefit about
11.56 lakh  non-gazetted
Railway employees, he said. An
expenditure of nearly Rs 1,985
crore will be incurred on this.

The bonus is usually
announced ahead of Dussehra
and Puja festivities.

The wage calculation ceiling
preseribed for payment of PL.B

Tributes paid to Martyr Pritam Singh

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SUNDERBANT: Family
members with the help of
army and civil officers paid
tribute to hero of Lam Nagar
Shaheed Pritam Singh at the
memorial at Bajowa and
remembered his services and
sacrifice for the nation.

In 1964, Pritam Singh, a
resident of Rajowa in
Nowshera tehsil of Rajouri
district, had got premature
retirement from the army.

‘When the war with Pakistan
broke out in 1965, Pritam
and other ex-servicemen of
the area were summoned by
the Commandant of the local
unit of the Army to cooperate
with the unit and help it fight
the intruders and Pakistani

soldiers.

Pritam Singh joined the B-
company (as a volunteer) of
the Kumaon Regiment which
proceeded towards OP Top
Hill on the night of October 5,
1965, which was captured by
intruders led by the Pakistani
army. On the morning of
October 6, the final assault
with artillery fire was
launched on OP Top Hill and
it was recaptured along with
the Lukhnow post.

"The Pakistan army had
also resorted to artillery fire.
Pritam Singh was hit by
splinters and sacrificed his life
for the integrity of the coun-
try," said Isher Singh,
Pritam's younger brother.

The task to recapture OP

Top Hill and the Lukhnow
post was given to the
Commandant of the 14
Kumaon Regiment manning
the area in 1965.

Pritam Singh was martyred
on October 6, 1965. A memo-
rial was constructed later at
Rajowa, where family mem-
bers, Army and civil adminis-
tration officials pay tributes
to the martyr every year, said
Pritam Singh's family.

Major Harvir Singh (retd),
Sukhdev Singh, Dara Singh,
Bhagwan Singh, Malvinder
Singh, Tajvinder Singh,
Kamaljeet Singh, Zorawar
Singh, social activists, were
among the prominent people
of the area who paid tributes
to martyr Pritam Singh.

to the eligible non-gazetted rail-
way employees is Rs 7000/-
p-m. The maximum amount
payable per eligible railway
employee is Rs. 17,951 for 78
days. About 11.56 lakh non-
gazetted Railway employees are
likely to benefit from the deci-
sion. Railway Board Chairman
and COO Suneet Sharma, later
at a press conference, said that
the bonus will be disbursed as
usual before Dussehra. He said
that the payment of these
bonuses, specially after a tough
year that saw railwaymen bat-
tling against coronavirus and
still reporting for duty, would
encourage them to work harder:
Many rail employees reported
to work despite the fear for

their personal welfare. They
were frontline workers. This
payment of bonus will encour-
age them to work harder, said
Sharma. The Productivity
Linked Bonus on Railway cov-
ers all non-gazetted railway
employees (excluding
RPEF/RPSF personnel) who
are spread over the entire coun-
try. Last year, Indian Railways
had disbursed a bonus worth
78 days' wages to its 11.58 lakh
non-gazetted employees after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Union Cabinet had
approved disbursal of produc-
tivity and non-productivity-
linked bonus for 2019-2020 to
more than 30 lakh central gov-
ernment employees.

GDC Nowshera organises online
poster making competition

m STATE TIMES NEWS

NOWSHERA: The Literary
Committee and Department
of Hindi in collaboration

with IQAC of GDC
Nowshera organized an
online  Poster  Making
Competition on the topic
"Swachhta Hi Sewa' on
Wednesday  under  the
patronage of  esteemed
Principal Dr.  Surinder
Kumar. The event was

organized under the auspi-
cious of "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav". The main aim of
the event was to make the
students aware about the
cleanliness and Swachhta. A

large number of students
from the different semesters
of GDC Nowshera partici-
pated in the event. First posi-
tion was bagged by Bandana
Kumari of Sem.- Ist, Second
position was shared by Neha
Kumari of Sem. -Ist and
Kareena Choudhary of Sem.-
IIT & third position was
shared by Bhavana Sharma
and Aditya Sharma of Sem.
Ist. The Jury members of the
programme were Prof. Rajat
Bhardwaj and Prof. Pooja
Devi. The whole event was
organized by Prof. Davinder
Kumar Convener of Literary
Committee.

representing
Kashmiri Pandit community
and some Jammu-based
outfits staged anti-Pakistan
protests here on Wednesday
over the killing of business-
man Makhan Ll Bindroo
and two other civilians by
terrorists.

They demanded enhanced
security for the Kashmiri
Pandit community.

Activists of the Youth All
India Kashmiri Samaj
(YAIKS) led by its president
R K Bhat staged a protest
in Jammu over the killings
and raised slogans against
Pakistan. "We demand jus-
tice. We demand punishment
for culprits. This is a move to
scuttle the plan of return and
rehabilitation of Kashmiri
Hindus back in the valley,"
Bhat told reporters here.

He said that Pakistan is the
epicentre of terrorism in
Kashmir and it needs to be
dealt with sternly.

Hundreds of Kashmiri
Pandits living in Jagti town
also held a protest and
demanded justice for the
Bindroo family.

They alleged that several
members of the community
were killed by terrorists in
Kashmir in the past few
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KP organisation staging protest in Jammu.

months, but the government
has failed to protect them.

Bindroo, a Kashmiri
Pandit, was gunned down
by terrorists at his pharma-
¢y in Srinagar on Tuesday.

Bindroo was one of the
few in his community who
did not migrate out of
Kashmir at the onset of
militancy in 1990. He
stayed back along with his
wife to continue operating
his business, which was a
trusted name for quality
medicines.

Barely a few minutes
after the killing of Bindroo,
militants gunned down a
roadside vendor identified
as Virendra Paswan, a resi-
dent of Bhagalpur in Bihar,
near Hawal Chowk in
Srinagar.

Militants also shot dead

Mohammad Shafi Lone at
Naidkhai in Bandipora dis-
trict of north Kashmir.

Activists of the Shiv Sena
and the Dogra Front took
out rallies in Jammu in
protest against the killings.

They raised anti-Pakistan
slogans and burnt a flag of
Pakistan. "The government
must deal with terrorists,
their  supporters within
Kashmir with an iron hand
before dealing with Pakistan.
Justice should be delivered,"
Shiv Sena leader Ashok
Gupta said. These terror
attacks are aimed at derail-
ing the plan of the govern-
ment to resettle Kashmiri
Pandits back in the Kashmir
Valley, he said. Activists of
the Rashtriya Bajrang Dal
and the KP Sabha also held
protests.

Govt asks employees to present
grievances within stipulated time

m STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: The Government on Wednesday asked its employees to present any grievance
within stipulated time, lest same would be time-barred and would not be entertained.

In a circular issued here, the government also asked all the Administrative Departments not
to entertain any such claims which are time-barred and close all such old cases which cannot
be resolved on aceount of inordinate delay.

"Tt has been observed that in service matters, applications/claims are being presented by a
Government Servant to Competent Authorities for consideration after delay of a considerable
period of time. Such stale claims are not legally tenable, as such are not required to be enter-
tained by the concerned Department," reads the circular.

"It is, therefore clarified that whenever, in any matter connected with his/her service rights or
conditions, a Government servant wishes to press a claim or to seek redress of an alleged griev-
ance, the same should be addressed to the competent authority concerned within a stipulated
period of six months from the date the alleged grievance has arisen, or any other period specif-
ically provided in any rule, regulation or law whichever is later, after which the same shall be
treated a time as time-barred," the circular reads. It added, "Further, it is enjoyed upon all the
Administrative Departments not to entertain any such claims which are time-barred and close
all such old cases which cannot be resolved on account of inordinate delay."

4 JKAS officers transferred, Shaleen Kabra
relieved of addl charge

= STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: The Government on Wednesday transferred four JKAS officers.

According an GAD order, Nazim Zai Khan, JKAS, Secretary in the Skill Development
Department, has been transferred and posted as Secretary, Department of Disaster
Management, Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction, relieving Shaleen Kabra, (IAS),
Principal Secretary to the Government, Home Department of the additional charge of the post;
Rajesh Kumar Basotra, JKAS, Additional Secretary, Housing and Urban Development
Department, as Additional Secretary, Skill Development Department.

Chand Kishore Sharma, JKAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Chowki Choura, holding addi-
tional charge of Sub-Registrar, Chowki Choura, has been transferred and shall await further
orders of adjustment in the General Administration Department, according to a separate order.

Varinder Gupta, JKAS, Deputy Secretary, Labour and Employment Department, has
been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Chowki Choura. He shall also
hold the charge of the post of Sub-Registrar, Chowki Choura, in addition to his own duties,

till further orders.
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