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STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: District
Legal Services Authority
Udhampur on Saturday
organised an awareness
programme on the topic
Pre-Institution Mediation
& Settlement  and
NALSA (Child Friendly
Legal Services to
Children and their
Protection) Scheme, 2015
under Fourth Phase of
"Back to Village
Programme (B2V4),
2022.

The twin events were
organized under the over-
all supervision of
Secretary District Legal
Services Authority
Udhampur, Sub-Judge
Rajni Sharma at
Panchayat Roun.
Resource Person of the
programme was Panel

Lawyer Adv. Sanjeet
Kumar.

The Resource person
highlighted the impor-
tance of Settlement of
disputes at pre institution
stage.  The resource per-
sons encouraged the gath-
ering to settle their dis-
putes out of the court as
the Indian Judicial
System is over burdened
with litigations. 

Meanwhile, the
Awareness Programme on
the topic  NALSA (Child
Friendly Legal Services to
Children and their
Protection) Scheme, 2015
was held at Panchayat
Badali and the Resource
Person was Panel Lawyer
Advocate Sanjeet Kumar.
The resource person
threw light on the
NALSA Scheme and reit-

erated the mission of
legal services institutions
to provide all possible
help to the downtrodden
sections of the society
especially children.

Later, the Secretary
District Legal Services
Authority Udhampur,
Rajni Sharma thanked
the resource person and
other participants for
participating in the
awareness programmes
and highlighted the issues
related to children. The
Secretary DLSA
Udhampur explained to
the participants about the
initiative of the Back to
Village Programme   run
by the Government.

PLV Sham Lal Sharma
assisted in the smooth
conduct of the
Programme.

DLSA Udhampur hosts awareness event
on Pre-Institution Mediation, NALSA

Secretary DLSA Udhampur, Sub-Judge Rajni Sharma and others at a programme. 
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JAMMU: Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCI) team led by its
President Arun Gupta today
met the newly elected Mayor
of Jammu Municipal
Corporation, Rajinder
Sharma and congratulated
him for taking over the
charge of his newly assigned
portfolio.

The delegation of the
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries members dis-
cussed with the Mayor the
issues and problems of the
traders and industrialists
and sought redressal to the
same.

The CCI President Arun
Gupta requested the Mayor
Rajinder Sharma to issue
instructions to the concerned
authorities of Jammu
Municipal Corporation not to
harass the traders during the

ongoing festive days in view
of Diwali and Bhaiya Dhooj.
He said that during these
days in view of heavy demand
of multiple items and the
consumer rush, the traders
get compelled to display their
items outside and in front of

their shops.
On behalf of the trading

community, the CCI
President requested the
Mayor to direct the enforce-
ment wing not to disturb or
harass the traders during the
ongoing festive season as this

would create immense prob-
lems not only to the traders
but to the consumers too.

Arun Gupta also raised the
issue of alarming rise in the
number of dengue cases
across the Union Territory
especially in Jammu. He
urged the Mayor to gear up
the JMC Men and Machinery
to overcome the imminent
challenge of this disease in
the coming days so that there
is least chance of this deadly
disease taking a serious turn.
He conveyed to the Mayor
that as per reports about 90
per cent cases of Dengue are
from Jammu district alone
which is quite a worrisome
fact and craves immediate
attention of the Health and
Sanitation Wing of the JMC.
He said that this disease
being spread by the specific
species of mosquitoes, can be
prevented from further

spreading by leaving no scope
for stagnation of any type of
water that provides a healthy
breeding ground for the mos-
quitoes.

Arun Gupta urged the
Mayor to ensure that the
Municipal Corporation
comes to the frontline inten-
sifies the fogging drives in
every nook and corner of
habitations across Jammu.

The Mayor assured the
Chamber team that the JMC
authorities will fully cooper-
ate with the traders in view
of festive season. Besides the
Municipal Corporation
Health Wing already on job
by conducting fogging drive
in the Jammu city.

Rajeev Gupta Jr Vice
President , Gaurav Gupta
General Secretary and
Rajesh Gupta Secretary
accompanied the President
CCI.

Don’t harass traders during festive
days: CCI urges Jammu Mayor

CCI team led by its President Arun Gupta during meeting
with newly elected Mayor of JMC Rajinder Sharma. 
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SRINAGAR: Chairperson
of J&K Waqf Board, Dr
Darakhshan Andrabi on
Saturday chaired the func-
tion organised by Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) after
concluding the 15th AGM
in which new body of KCCI
was elected. 

Director Health services
Dr Mushtaq Rather,
Commissioner Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
Athar Amir & Director
EDI Dr Aijaz were Guests
of Honour. Dr Andrabi

felicitated the new body on
the occasion. 

She extended her greet-
ings to the newly elected
President Tariq Gani
Bedaba and his team and
assured them of all cooper-
ation for boosting the busi-
ness sector. 

"Our business sector has
the potential of providing
jobs to our youth and it is
the responsibility of us all
to be part of the growth
story of our business fra-
ternity", said Dr Andrabi. 

She said that when she
led the business leaders

delegation during a meet-
ing with the PM, Home
Minister and Union
Finance Minister two
years back, many schemes
and benefits were extended
to the business community
of J&K by the Central
Government. 

"We will support the new
body and plead their issues
with the concerned author-
ities to make the local
business sector in J&K
more powerful which is
mandatory for our overall
development", said
Andrabi.

Boost to local businesses has to be priority
for overall growth of J&K: Dr Darakhshan

Greets Tariq for being elected as President KCCI 

Chairperson JKWB, Dr Darakhshan Andrabi posing with KCCI members at Srinagar. 
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JAMMU:   Principal
Sessions Judge Reasi R N
Wattal awarded 15 years
rigorous imprisonment
and fine Rs 50,000 to
Rinku Kumar and
Kuldeep Kumar in a Gang
Rape case. Court also rec-
ommended Rs 5 lakh com-
pensation to victim in
terms of victim compensa-
tion scheme for the vic-
tim.

According to case, on
August 28, 2018, com-
plainant in company of
her mother Sushma Devi
lodged a complaint
addressed to IGP for reg-
istering an FIR against
accused Sonu & Kuldeep,

sons of Tara Chand;
Rinku, son of Gopal
Krishan, residents of Arli
Hansali, Tehsil Katra,
District Reasi and
Rajkumar, son of Hari,
resident of Tikri with the
averments that the com-
plainant was at her house
and at about 11 PM, she
went out to attend
nature's call. When she
came out of house, all of a
sudden she was caught
hold, her mouth was
closed, she was made to
sit in a van that was
parked at gate of her
house. In the van, she
identified accused, who
took her to forests near
Bhumika Temple, where

accused Sonu tore her
clothes, caught hold of
her and raped her.

Principal Sessions
Judge Reasi R N Wattal
after hearing Public
Prosecutor Ranjeet
Kumar Gupta for the UT
whereas Adv Ashok
Sharma for the accused,
observed that the nature
of the offence committed
by the accused plays an
important role in award-
ing the punishment. "One
of the principles that
judiciary has to kept in
mind is that rape being a
violation with violence of
private person of a women
causes mental scar, thus
not only physical injury

but a deep sense of some
deathlessness shape is
also inflicted," the Court
observed and ordered that
each accused is convicted
for commission of the
offences under sections
366 and 376D read with
sections 109 and 34 of
RPC and sentenced to
undergo rigorous impris-
onment of two years and
fine of Rs 10,000 for the
commission offence under
section 366 of RPC, rig-
orous imprisonment of 15
years and fine of Rs
50,000 each for commis-
sion of offence under sec-
tion 376D of RPC. Both
sentences shall run con-
currently.

ADGP Jammu Zone promotes
301 SgCTs as HCs
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JAMMU: On the
eve of Diwali festi-
val, ADGP Jammu
Zone, Mukesh
Singh on Saturday issued
formal promotion order in
respect of 301 Sg.
Constables (SgCTs) to the
rank of Head Constables
(HCs) in the pay scale of
level-5 (Rs 29200- Rs
92300) with effect from
January 1, 2022.             

ADGP Jammu Zone, while
congratulating all the pro-
moted officials and their
families on the aforesaid
career progression,
expressed hope that they in
future also shall work with
more enthusiasm and profes-
sionalism to make the
department and society feel
proud.

Court awards 15-year RI, Rs 50,000 fine
to two in gang-rape case

STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: Amit Sharma,
Secretary Geology and
Mining along with  Director
Geology and Mining, O P
Bhagat on Saturday
attended the Diwali Mela
organised by district
administration in Swanka
area of Samba district.
They also visited the site
where special camps were
being organised for the
awareness of the general
public about various gov-
ernment schemes and ini-
tiatives. On the occasion,
special hands on training
session e-challan and e-

market place procedures for
sale/purchase of raw mate-

rial/minor minerals. 
Briefing the gathering

regarding e-Marketplace
provisioned by the Mining
Department and switching
over to generation of e-
Challans and e-market place
for sale/purchase of raw
material/minor minerals,
Amit Shamra stressed upon
100% usage of e-market
place for transparency and
efficiency.

Public gathering which
included the stakeholders
like Brick Kiln owners,
Lease holders, Stone
Crusher holders and other
connected persons including
public representatives inter-
acted with the officers and

put forth their issues which
were promptly addressed by
him while issuing directions
to all concerned for on the
spot redressal. Both the
Secretary and Director fur-
ther assured that all gen-
uine demands have been
noted and shall be
addressed as soon as possi-
ble.

The public present on the
occasion appreciated the
efforts of the mining depart-
ment for introducing such
revolutionary services in
order to procure the minor
minerals through online
mode.

Sharma visits Samba as part of Jan Abhiyan programme

Secretary Geology and Mining Deptt, Amit Sharma, visiting
a stall at Diwali Mela in Samba.  
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JAMMU: Apni Party
President Syed
Mohammed Altaf
Bukhari said that the
Dogras have shown
their big heart
towards migrants
and displaced people
from Kashmir,
Chenab Valley and
Pirpanjal by accom-
modating and shar-
ing resources with
them. "How can we
forget Jammu's
brotherhood, hospitality and accommodating attitude
towards people who got displaced from their native places
from parts of Kashmir, Chenab Valley, and Pirpanjal," said
Altaf Bukhari while addressing a joining programme, organ-
ised by Youth Wing Provincial President Jammu, Vipul Bali.

On this occasion, former State Secretary PDP Ravi Bali
along with dozens of his supporters joined Apni Party in
presence of Altaf Bukhari and other senior leaders. Bukhari
welcomed him into party fold and hoped that his joining
would strengthen the party. "Jammu is a city where Dogras
have a big heart. They showed their hospitality and helped
Migrant Kashmiri Pandits, Kashmiri Muslims, people from
Doda, Kishtwar, Rajouri, and Poonch Districts who had to
abandon their homes and escape to live a peaceful life. I
express my gratitude towards people of Jammu who shared
their resources with the migrants/displaced persons from
various areas," Bukhari added.

Prominent among those present on the occasion included;
Provincial Vice President, Ex-MLA Faqir Nath,
Spokesperson and Sr Adv Nirmal Kotwal, Additional
General Secretary (organisation), Arun Chibber, District
President Provincial Secretary Dr Rohit Gupta, State
Coordinator SC Wing, Bodh Raj Bhagat, State President
ST Wing, Choudhary Saleem Alam, State President Apni
Trade Union, Ajaz Kazmi, State Coordinator OBC Madan
Lal Chalotra, State Vice President Youth Wing Raqeeq
Ahmed Khan, Provincial President Legal Cell, Vikram
Rathore, Provincial President Trade Union, Raj Kumar
Sharma, Provincial General Secretary Legal Cell, Kuldeep
Sudan, District Vice President Jammu Urban, Vaibhav
Mattoo, District Secretary, Ashraf Choudhary, District
President Trade Union, Anirudh Vasist, District President
Youth Wing, Shivam Choudhary and Senior Vice District
Youth Wing, Sandeep Vaid.
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JAMMU:  To express grief
over invasion of Pakistani
raiders on their homes and
hearth in Muzaffarabad,
Mirpur, Kotli, Bhimber,
Deva-Vattala, Chhamb,
Poonch, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Askardu, PoJK Displaced
People on Saturday observed
'Black Day' besides paying
rich tributes to martyrs of
community, who lost their
lives during barbaric attack
in 1947.

In this connection, SOS
International - An
Organization for Pakistan
Occupied Jammu Kashmir
(PoJK) Displaced Persons
organized a function at
Krishna Public School in
Bakshi Nagar, Jammu where
rich tributes were paid to the
community martyrs. The
programme was presided
over by Chairman SOS
International Rajiv Chuni
while prominent people of
Displaced community, includ-
ing J&K BJP President
Ravinder Raina participated
in the event for paying their
tributes to the martyrs.

Speakers on the occasion,
the participants recalled sac-

rifices of their ancestors and
vowed to continue the strug-
gle for getting due rights of
Displaced community, which
has been ignored by the suc-
cessive Governments for the
last more than seven decades.
The program began with
'Sarva Dharma Prarthana'
followed by recitation of
poems recalling heroic tales
of the community at the time
of invasion thus making
everyone emotional.   

While paying tributes to the
PoJK martyrs and recalling
sacrifices made by Displaced
community, J&K BJP
President Ravinder Raina
said that both BJP and SOS
International are working on
a same mission of getting
PoJK liberated from illegal
occupation of Pakistan, for
realizing most cherished
dream of Akhand Bharat.

In his presidential address,
Rajiv Chuni threw light on
sacrifices of the community
members, who were forced to
flee from their homes and
hearth during attack by
Pakistani raiders.  He also
highlighted plights and griev-
ances of the PoJK DPs, who
were remained, pushed to the

corner by the successive
regimes. Urging Central
Government to continue the
relief scheme and cover all the
left-out families of PoJK DPs
in a time bound manner,
Rajiv Chuni demanded that
un-necessary conditions
attached to the required for-
malities for filing the case
should be removed at the ear-
liest for smooth implementa-
tion of the PM Central
Assistant Scheme for PoJK
DPs.

He also demanded that
those DPs, registered outside
Jammu Kashmir and having
their record of PoJK origin
should be allowed to file their
claims without asking them to
produce State Subject
Certificate (PRC) which has
been scrapped due to abroga-
tion of Article 370 & 35A on
August 5, 2019. Rajiv Chuni
sought a concrete policy for
the welfare of PoJK DPs and
demanded that in place of
PRO, a permanent
Rehabilitation Commissioner
should be appointed for exclu-
sively looking into all the
issues of Displaced communi-
ty as in case of KP migrants.

Prominent among others
who spoke on the occasion
included Capt Ravinder,
Rajinder Sharma, Sharda
Devi, Bhai Ram Singh, Arun
Gupta, Dr Jatinder Gupta,
Jorawar Singh, Parmod Ghai,
Ved Raj Bali, Dharamvir
Gupta, Daleep Chib, Kapoor
Chand, Satinder Dev Gupta,
Vijay Kumar & Daleep
Sharma. Stage was managed
by V K Datta and vote of
thanks was presented by Prof
N N Sharma.

SOS International observes Black Day,
pays tributes to PoJK martyrs

J&K BJP President Ravinder Raina addressing PoJK rally. 

Dogras have shown big heart for
migrants: Altaf Bukhari

Former PDP State Secretary Ravi Bali joins AP with supporters

AP President Syed Mohd Altaf
Bukhari welcoming Rajiv 

Bali in party fold. 

SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: Two lakes
and a wetland in Jammu
and Kashmir are reeling
under invasive species
proliferation and pollu-
tion threats-thus making
a room for hazard for
these water-bodies and
swampland. Wetlands of
India Portal of Ministry
of Environment, forest
and climate change of
Government of India has
said that there are two
lakes and a wetland in
Jammu and Kashmir that
have been listed under the
threat category. 

The data revealed that
Hokarsar is reeling under
the threats of encroach-

ment, invasive species
proliferation, pollution
and siltation. 

Potential threats
include recent housing
facilities, littered
garbage, and demand for
increasing tourist facili-
ties. Hokarsar wetland is
only 10 Km away from
Srinagar and is the only
site with remaining reed-
beds of Kashmir and a
pathway of 68 waterfowl
species like Large Egret,
Great Crested Grebe,
Little Cormorant,
Common Shelduck,
Tufted Duck and endan-
gered White-eyed
Pochard, coming from
Siberia, China, Central

Asia, and Northern
Europe. As per officials,
"In Hokarsar, as of now,
there is no threat of
encroachment. The area
of the wetland is the
same. 

But, as far as the pollu-
tion and siltation is con-
cerned, it took place dur-
ing the 2014 flood. We are
looking into the matter of
invasive species prolifera-
tion, which needs a
detailed study." Similarly,
Wular Lake has also been
listed in the threat cate-
gory wherein the threats
like encroachment, hydro-
logical regime alteration,
pollution and siltation
has been mentioned.

Wetlands under threat in Valley


