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what remains.

Let come what comes, let go what goes. See

-Ramana Maharshi

SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 3.0

inistry of Education has been conducting the Special
N / I Campaign 3.0. The main focus areas of the Campaign

include effective disposal of public grievances, refer-

ences from Members of Parliament, Parliament assurances, :
cleanliness drive in the workplace and around the premise, :

disposal of serap and weeding out of files.

Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L),
Ministry of Education is actively conducting the Special i
Campaign 3.0 on Swachhata, encompassing both the :
i resentation, forced marriage, domestic violence and empower-
{ ment. A report of the United Nations says that the world is
September 2023, aimed at identifying specific targets to be i

Ministry and its Autonomous Bodies (ABs) across the coun-
try. The initiative commenced with a preparatory phase on 15

taken up for cleaning for the main phase of the campaign,
which is being conducted from 2nd October 2023 to 31st

October 2023. The primary focus of this campaign is to :
enhance space management in offices and create awareness :
i around the world had no access to education, as of 2014,
i according to USAID. Worldwide and collectively, girls ages 5 to

among the masses about Swachhata.

Since the beginning of the preparatory phase of the Special
campaign, DoSE&L along with its ABs have identified vari-
ous cleanliness sites across the country.

Polls in J&K will be
held at Right Time!

= OMKAR DATTATRAY

CI has announced the schedule and dates for the assembly
polls in five states which are going to be held as per the i
i day including 47 million who had been pushed into poverty as
missioner (CEC) has said in a press conference that assembly polls
in Jammu and Kashmir will be held at the right time after taking :
into account the security scenario of the UT and as deemed fit by :
the election commission .Jammu and Kashmir is under the central :
rule from the last over five years and the UT is ruled by the center's
representative the LG .But the political parties, their leaders and
the common people want immediate elections of the assembly so
that there can be a popular government in place in Jammu and
Kashmir which will heal the wounds of the alienated people and will
also come up to the expectation of common masses .With the state-
ment of the election commissioner of India that assembly elections :
in Jammu and Kashmir will be conducted at the right time ,it has
become crystal clear that neither the government of India ,nor its
election commission is in favor of holding elections in near :
future. BJP is sensing defeat in the polls in Jammu and Kashmir
,when these will be held and thus is reluctant and indifferent :
towards the holding the assembly polls .Now the ECI also is not in }
favor of holding the much delayed assembly polls and so has it said
that the elections in Jammu and Kashmir will be held at the right
time and one does not understand what the right time means and
so it seems that in near future there seems no possibility of conduet-
ing the assembly polls . The ECT has said that the decision to hold

announcement of the EC .However the chief election com-

assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir will taken after considering
the security scenario and the elections will be held at the right time

.The expression of right time is vague and indefinite .Moreover the :
definition of the right time is very ambiguous .There is several :
parameters to define the right time and the right time has many :
interpretations What is right time to the centre government and :

the ECI will not be the right time to the political parties and people
both of these demand immediate assembly elections so that a dem-

ocratically elected government is installed which will prove to be a :
panacea for all problems and ills of the people . The expression right
times implies that the assembly elections will not be held in near :
future .It seems that the election commission of India is hand in :

glove with the center government and both talk the same thing that
the assembly polls will be held at the right time .The expression

right time is impregnable with many interpretations and it points
towards the fact that centre government headed by the BJP and
the election commission does not favor early assembly polls and
thus have the both said that elections will be held at the right time !
.The expression right time is vague and uncertain because what is i
right time to the centre government and ECT may not be the right
time to the political parties ,regional politicians and to the general
public .Centre and the UT government is shouting at the top of :
their voice and day in and day out that the situation in Jammu and

Kashmir read Kashmir is normal and the militancy is counting its
days and is at its last leg .If there is normalcy in Kashmir ;then why

is the centre government delaying ,dallying the assembly elections :
.There seems to be contradiction in the statements and perception
of the BJP government as on one side they talk that the ground sit-
uation post abrogation of article 370 is normal and conducive and

then what forces and prevents the centre government and the elec-
tion commission to hold the much delayed assembly polls in

Jammu and Kashmir It seems that either the government of India
and the LG's administration is speaking wrong and untruth so far
as the security seenario of Jammu and Kashmir is concerned or
they do not like to give the orphaned and alienated people of :
Jammu and Kashmir jtheir right to vote and thus denies this fun- :
damental right to them .Centre government wants to perpetuate
the central rule in Jammu and Kashmir and thus they are not in
favor of the early assembly elections. The centre government has :
robbed the people of Jammu and Kashmir of their right to vote and

form a popular ,democratic and peoples government, .If the situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir is fast returning to normaley and

when the countdown of the militancy has begun ,then the centre :
government and the ECI should take off their biased blinkers and
announce the early schedule of holding assembly polls and thisis a
good service to democracy otherwise democracy and democratic :

rights of the people of Jammu and Kashmir will continue to be sti-
fled . There is urgent need to restore electoral democracy n Jamnm

and Kashmir by empowering the people by giving them the right to :
i there is mention of the origin of these
years .Thus there is urgent need to hold the assembly elections so
that the people of Jammu and Kashmir will cast their vote and :
chose their representatives who will form the democratic govern- :
ment .But the centre government and the election commission
seem to be reluctant to hold the assembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir and thus both state ifs and buts and say that the polls will :
be held at the right time .People of Jammu and Kashmir wonder
when will that right time come so that they will cast their vote and
elect the government of their choice in Jammu and Kashmir :
Centre government and the election commission is in no mood to
hold the much delayed assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir to
empower the alienated people of the UT with the right to vote .The :
constitution has guaranteed its citizens with the right to vote as a
democratic right ,but alas the BJP's centre government and the
election commission is obstructing and denying them this sacred :
right and thus the UT of Jammu and Kashmir is without a popu- :
lar and democratic as well as people's government for the last over
five years .The political parties both regional and national except :
the ruling BJP are very much disturbed by the remarks of the ECI i
that assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir will be held at the
right time by considering the security scenario . That right time will
perhaps not come in near future and the UT will continue to be i
ruled by proxy of the centre government and the democracy and the :
people of Jammu and Kashmir will have to bear the brunt of con-
tinued central rule where there is no connect between the rulers and
the ruled .In short the ECI should take an early call and announce
the schedule of the assembly polls which political parties and the
general public demand most vociferously .Excuses and ifs and buts
have no justification and the assembly elections should be held in
the sensitive U'T .Even the supreme court of the country has opined :
that democracy cannot be denied to the people of Jammu and i
Kashmir permanently .The time is opportune for holding the much
delayed assembly polls and the ECI should step in and issue sched-
ule of the assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir and restore

vote which has been snatched from them from the last over five

democracy in the UT.
(The author is a eolumnist ,social and KP activist).

3 International Day of Girl Child
Empowering Girls: Unleashing their Potential

u DR. PARVEEN KUMAR
espite our endaveour of having a just and fair society
Dwith equality, equity and a uniform access for all; the
women across the globe particularly girls are still being
confronted with some basic issues like access to quality educa-
tion, adequate nutrition, health care, legal rights, political rep-

home to more than 1.1 billion girls under age 18, who are
poised to become the largest generation of female leaders,
entrepreneurs and change-makers the world has ever seen.
Many global development plans do not include or consider girls,
and their issues become 'invisible'. More than 62 million girls

14 spend more than 160 million hours more on household
chores than boys of the same age do. Globally, one in four girls

i is married before age 18. Worldwide, nearly 1 in 4 girls aged
i 15-19 years is neither employed nor in education or training
i compared to 1 in 10 boys of the same age. In the poorest coun-

tries, only 13% of girls who manage to enroll in secondary
school complete their education. COVID-19 has further deteri-

i orated the things for women. In the aftermath of COVID-19,

reports also revealed that in the year 2021 around 435 million
women and girls would have been living on less than $1.90 a

a result of COVID-19. One in three women worldwide has
experienced physical or sexual violence. Emerging data shows
that since the outbreak of COVID-19, violence against women
and girls and particularly domestic violence has intensified. At
least 60% of the countries still diseriminate against daughters'
rights to inherit land and non land assets in either law or prac-
tice. Of the two sexes; unfortunately, it is the woman who seem
to suffer disproportionately from reproductive health issues.
This is despite the fact that sound reproductive health of
women is integral to the vision that every child is needed, every
birth is safe, every young person is free from HIV, and every
girl and woman is treated with dignity. Implicit in this vision
is the idea that women will be able to exercise their rights to
information on and access to safe, affordable and acceptable
methods of fertility regulation as well as quality health care
services. Every year millions of girls face unintended pregnan-
cies, exposing them to risks during childbirth or unsafe abor-
tions and interfering with their ability to go to school. As
women bear children, and also often bear the responsibility for
nurturing them, sexual and reproductive health and rights
issues cannot be separated from gender equality. Cumulatively,
the denial of these rights exacerbates poverty and gender

inequality. This is seen most acutely in developing countries,
where reproductive health problems are a leading cause of ill
health and death for women and girls of childbearing age.
Impoverished women suffer disproportionately from unintend-
ed pregnancies, unsafe abortion, maternal death and disability,
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), gender-based violence,
and other related problems. This is despite the fact that women
and girls represent half of the world's population and, there-
fore, also half of its potential. Gender equality, besides being a
fundamental human right, is essential to achieve peaceful soci-
eties, with full human potential and sustainable development.
Moreover, it has been shown that empowering women spurs
productivity and economic growth.

International day of girl child:

To promote girl's empowerment and fulfillment of their human
rights while also highlighting the challenges that girls all over
the world face, each year's International Day of the Girl is cele-
brated on Oct. 11 with a particular theme Launched in 2012 by
the United Nations general assembly, amongst the issues
focused on by the International Day of the (irl Child are edu-
cation, equality, child marriage, aceess to services regarding
puberty and sexual health and addressing issues around gender-
based violence. This year the day is celebrated under the theme,
My Voice, Our Equal Future'. Twenty-five years ago, some
30,000 women and men from nearly 200 countries arrived in
Beijing, China, for the Fourth World Conference on Women,
determined to recognize women's rights as human rights. The
conference culminated in the adoption of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action: the most comprehensive
policy agenda for gender equality. In the years following, women
pressed this agenda forward, leading global movements on
issues ranging from sexual and reproductive health rights to
equal pay. Today, these movements have expanded. They are
being organized by and for adolescent girls, girls from all walks
of life who are boldly demanding action against discrimination,
violence and poor learning opportunities. The Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action is the most progressive
blueprint ever for advancing the rights of not only women but
girls. On December 19, 2011, United Nations General
Assembly adopted Resolution 66/170 to declare October 11 as
the International Day of the Girl Child, to recognize girls' rights
and the unique challenges girls face around the world. In 2016,
London held a Women of the World (WOW) festival where 250
London school-aged girls were paired with women mentors.

In the year 2016, the then President of the United States,
Barack Obama, issued a proclamation supporting an end to
gender disparity. A clear narrative and actions related to the
needs and opportunities of adolescent girls and their solutions is

central to the Generation Equality mission. The Platform for
Action remains a powerful foundation for assessing progress on
gender equality. It calls for a world where every girl and woman
can realize all her rights, such as to live free from violence, to
attend and complete school, to choose when and whom she mar-
ries, and to earn equal pay for equal work. The Platform for
Action specifically calls on the global community to eliminate all
forms of discrimination against girls, eliminate negative cultur-
al attitudes and practices against girls, promote and protect the
rights of girls and increase awareness of their needs and poten-
tial, eliminate discrimination against girls in education, skills
development and training, eliminate diserimination against
girls in health and nutrition, eliminate the economic exploitation
of child labour and protect young girls at work, eradicate vio-
lence against girls, promote girls' awareness of and participation
in social, economic and political life, strengthen the role of the
family in improving the status of girls.

Girls And SDG 2030: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) adopted by world leaders in 2015, embody a roadmap
for progress that is sustainable and leaves no one behind.
Achieving gender equality and women's empowerment is inte-
gral to each of the 17 goals. Only by ensuring the rights of
women and girls across all the goals will we get to justice and
inclusion, economies that work for all, and sustaining our
shared environment now and for future generations. Theme For
2023: The year 2023 marks the eleventh anniversary of
International Day of (irls and it is being celebrated with the
theme Empowering Girls: Unleashing their Potential' is the
theme under which the international day 2023 is being celebrat-
ed. Empowerment plays a pivotal role in uplifting women and
breaking the cycle of poverty. By providing them equal opportu-
nities in education, training, employments, health, decision
making and by ensuring that they get the legal protection as
well as enjoy their legal rights; they can be empowered socially
as well as economically. Government of India has also started
many initiatives aimed at ensuring education, health and their
well being of the girl child. The initiatives have started giving
results. The female literacy rate and sex ratio have already
increased. Parents are now more aware and are providing equal
opportunities to their girl child.

Once being empowered in the true sense their potential as
leaders, entrepreneurs, change agents and contributors to the
development of nation can be exploited to the fullest. All of us
must shoulder the responsibility to create a society where girls
can live free from gender-based violence and to provide them an
enabling environment where they can nurture freely and become
of activists accelerating social change.

Democracy Shivers: 4th Pillar Invaded in West Bengal

= MANMOHAN DHAR

emocracy is often referred to as a
D four-pillar system, with the exec-

utive, legislature, judiciary, and
media representing its vital components.
The media, often regarded as the fourth
estate, plays a crucial role in ensuring
the transparency and accountability of a
democratic society. However, recent
events in the Indian state of West
Bengal have raised concerns about the
state of press freedom and democracy in
the region. The invasion of the fourth
pillar by political elements has sent shiv-
ers down the spine of democracy in West
Bengal.A free press is the cornerstone of
any thriving democracy. It acts as a
watchdog, holding the government and
other powerful institutions accountable
for their actions. It provides a platform
for diverse voices and opinions, fosters
informed public discourse, and plays a
vital role in shaping public opinion. In

essence, a free press is essential for the
functioning of a healthy democracy.West
Bengal has witnessed a troubling ero-
sion of press freedom. In a recent devel-
opment a Journalist was hit by a corpo-
rate in the Mamta Benarjee regime in
the state. The corporate evenN tried to
damage the camera and manhandle the
cameraperson. This decline is most
notably seen in the heightened political
polarization and violence that has
engulfed the state.This political hooli-
ganism and interference in the free
reporting of media is definitely going to
affect the image of West Bengal in par-
ticular and that of the country in gener-
al.Journalists who dare to report on sen-
sitive issues or challenge the narrative of
those in power often face physical
threats and violence. Instances of jour-
nalists being assaulted, harassed, or
even murdered have become alarmingly
common in most parts of the country.

This climate of fear inhibits journalists
from performing their duties without
bias or fear of retribution. The fear of
reprisals has led to self-censorship
among journalists and media outlets in
West Bengal. Many choose to avoid
reporting on contentious issues, fearing
backlash from powerful political figures.
This not only compromises the quality of
journalism but also undermines the pub-
lic's right to be informed.The erosion of
press freedom in West Bengal has far-
reaching implications for demoecracy in
the state. When the media is unable to
function independently and objectively,
the publie's access to accurate informa-
tion is compromised. This, in turn, hin-
ders informed decision-making during
elections and undermines the principles
of a transparent and accountable gov-
ernment.Moreover, It allows those in
power to act with impunity, free from
secrutiny and accountability. This

unchecked power can lead to corruption,
abuse of authority, and the erosion of
democratic institutions.A free and inde-
pendent media is essential for the func-
tioning of a healthy democracy. The
invasion of the fourth pillar of democra-
¢y in West Bengal is a cause for concern.
It not only jeopardizes the fundamental
principles of democracy but also threat-
ens the rights of the citizens to access
unbiased and accurate information.To
safeguard democracy in the country and
most importantly in West Bengal, it is
imperative that press freedom is upheld,
and journalists are allowed to carry out
their work without fear of repercussions.
Political leaders, civil society, and eiti-
zens must come together to protect the
fourth estate and ensure that the shivers
running through democracy are replaced
by a renewed commitment to trans-
parency, accountability, and freedom of
the press.

Chanderbagga-free flowing river through Indian subcontinent

® G.L KHAJURIA

iterally speaking, Chenab
I |acr0nymises a Persian deriva-

tion,Cheen means china and aab
means  water,cannotating  thereby
China's water. But with the revolving
wheel of time, the learned school of
thought negated it and attributed that
the origin of Chenab is from 'Tandi- a
small village or hamlet in Himachal
Pradesh (HP)adjoining our state. Even
in Sanskrit texts, Chenab river finds its
mention as a nectar-clear water having
its origin from higher reaches of
Himachal Pradesh.
According to our great epics, the
Mahabharatand theHarivanshaPurana,

two mighty rivers- Chandra and Bhaga
from higher reaches amidst the
Himalayan region of Himachal Pradesh.
And after traversing through longer dis-
tances ultimately confluence at Atholi,
little below padder (Kishtwar) around
306 kmsserpentinely is named as chan-
drabhaga, Chandra literally means
Moon and BhagaCannotates Luck or
virtue. The Chenab or Chandrabhaga as
well occupies a very significant place in
our revered Rigveda, wherein it has been
mentioned as 'Askini'.

Apart from, the Greeks have made a
mention about Chenab river in more
than many ways. Askesines and
Chandrabhaga as Sandropagosviz the
man eater or Alexandrapagas as the
devour of Alexander the great, who
attempted to eross this mighty river and
had to suffer disastrously.

The NeelmatPurana, a historical tra-
tise of Kashmir mentions about Chenab
or chandrabhaga most prominently.
Poster, a well - renowened traveller in
1783 ADextensively Journeyed through
Kashmir and named this mighty river as
chanan. And Vigne, another traveller-
cum-explorer in 1783 AD, extensively
travelled the vale of Kashmir and
recorded in his traveloguethechenab's
water from Moon.

And very rightly has as such 'Jean
Naudou' a French traveller-cum-
authorhascommented about Chenab as a
beautiful, ecchanting river having the
biggest vibrant, lush green forest in its
back drop and explains further regard-
ing the location together with other
affiliations as such: '"To the east and the
south-east, Kashmir is in communica-
tion with upper valley of chandrabha-
gaand at the foot of frontier ridge which
separates the basin of vistasta' the

Jhellum.Kashavata used to constute an
independent principality mentioned one
single time in Rajatrangni (Kalhana)
but many times in the modern chroni-
cles.

Downstream, Bhadaravakasa was
attached to champapura, while more to
the south and west campa, vallapura was
an independent state where Biksacra
were taking refuge, and of whom, a
princess was forming a part of harem of
Sussala, mentioned many times by
Kalhana.

The river Chenab or chandrabhaga
after confluencing at Atholi sweeps
down surpentinely taking turns and
twists on sharp bends sometimes too
narrow and deep and at places oftenly-
with broader width all along its under
lying bed -rocks of sub-Himalayan , pre-
cambrian region relativelyunchangeable
in its entire route. The river,of
course,accumulates various
rivulets,Nallahson its either side of the
catchmentsthereby enhancing its quanti-
tative flow like fiery flames. The river as
such forms a narrow gorge cut out of
hard rock filled up with perpetual flow
of water and is locked up in the rock
forming a dam-like shape. And a
megaDulHasti project generating huge

power potential is the first of the forma-
tion in the history of the Charming
Chenab.

And still down below , the river has
been dammed at Bagliharhydroelectric
power project mnear DBatote. The
damming of these two hydro- electric
projects have provided an ample scope of
power generation. But at the same time
has indeed lost its natural beauty, it
enchanting tones and charming white
foaming watery upheavelsforever and
ever.

The mighty and majestic Chenab or
Chandrabhaga is having a nectar-like
crystal water with very fast flow span-
ning its either bank, debouches from
hills down and travels hundreds of thou-
sand kilometres in the land-locked
mountainousterrain and the plains down
below.The river as such emerges out at
Aknhoorafter passing throughSalal
andSawalakotpower projeet and the
river flows to Pakistan inter-mingling
Tawi, Ravi, Satluj, Beas and other
rivers, rivulets and streams. The river as
such confluences other mega rivers, en
route, with gushing flow and finally
drains down intoArabian sea.

(The author is former Deputy
Conservator, J&K forests).

YOUR COLUNMN
Why do we need tests and grades?

Dear Editor,

Marks and rankings are the currency of education and
advancement. But they are flawed and unfair assessments.
Off the Mark: How Grades, Ratings, and Rankings
Undermine Learning (but Don't Have To) by Jack Schneider
and Ethan L Hutt, is set in the US, but analyses this global
dilemma.

‘Why do we need tests and grades? To motivate learners, to
suceinetly record their abilities, communicate these to other
institutions, and signal to employers. But they don't work that
way: grades goad students, but not their learning. Students
don't waste time on anything that won't be tested. Grading
skews incentives, as students cheat or game the system.
Marks also sharpen inequalities. The strongest predictor of
marks is a student's family and neighbourhood; affluent par-
ents exert more pressure and provide more support.

Then comes the standardised test, first devised in 19th cen-

tury America for a uniform diagnosis of varied student popu-

lations. Unfortunately, they have been used as snapshots of
ability that become lasting portraits of inequality. The test-
takers did not ask whether the content of the test measured
biological intelligence or social opportunities. The standard-
ised test became educational destiny.

But what blanket critiques of standardised tests miss is that
they are not all the same. 'Norm-reference’ tests, meant to
place a student in a particular distribution, can identify those
who are very advanced and those who need special assistance.
Meanwhile, 'criterion-reference' tests are used to check if a
student has reached a particular standard.

This targeted assistance for identified weaknesses can make
all the difference to students and can be a tool of educational
equity. If someone is near sighted, then they are not told they
have a permanent deficiency, they are prescribed glasses. It's
when a result is treated as the end of the story, rather than the
impetus for intervention, that there's a problem.

School is supposed to be the great equaliser of social oppor-
tunity, but it doesn't work that way. Standardised tests do take
away the high-stakes pressure of school grades, but both are
correlated with socioeconomic status. But then again, so are
student essays, for which they often rely on their net- works.

Recommendation letters can be hard to parse, a mess of adjec-
tives and writing styles. There is no easy fix for fairness, the
only way is to use nuanced judgments, knowing that these
useful tools can also be weapons.

The predicament of marking and testing is a wicked prob-
lem, the whole world struggles with similar frustrations.
Countries experiment with different elements and weights.
Zambia assesses students with 75% on national exams and
25% on school grades. New Zealand measures progress in sec-
ondary school through a pass-fail system, not grades, reduc-
ing both competition and gaming. At higher levels, it adds dis-
tinctions for merit and excellence, to let students compete.
Singapore has recently flattened its ranking systems, after
deciding it was unhealthy. Another way is to peg tests to prac-
tice: for instance, instead of multiple-choice questions for his-
tory, it makes sense to do what historians do, piece fragments
from the archive to offer an interpretation of the past.

The book shows that we need to go beyond the usual
either/or framing about marks and exams. We need to look at
the specific uses of each tool, and within the context of broad-
er goals. We need to recalibrate rather than reinvent

Vijay Garg
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