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JAMMU: To celebrate the
Navratra Festival and promote
the rich traditional culture of
Jammu and Kashmir, the
Bhartiya Lok Sangeet Kala
Sansthan (BLSKS) organized
a workshop and rehearsal titled
"Sanskrit Mahaostav 2024"
focused on Duggar Folk
Culture. This event, part of the
464th Wednesday series musi-
cal play "Sada Virsa," took place
at Durga Bhawan, Jammu, in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Culture, Government of
India, the National College of
Computer Education, Janipur
Jammu, and Sangam Tru Art
Production. The workshop was
inaugurated by Chief Guest
V.K. Magotra, former Regional
Director of the Directorate of
Field Publicity, Government of
India. Notable guests included
Dr. Tara Singh Charak, former
Deputy Director of the J&K
Health Department, and
Mukesh Singh, a renowned
media person from J&K. The
event featured BLSKS artists
who showcased various forms of
folk theater from the region.

Magotra highlighted the sig-
nificance of this workshop as a
pioneering effort to preserve the
rich culture of J&K. He empha-
sized the power of theater and
drama in generating awareness
about social issues, noting that
these mediums remain influen-
tial in communication. Dr.

Charak also addressed the audi-
ence, encouraging cultural
organizations to enrich aware-
ness of India's cultural heritage
and inspire younger generations
to follow in the footsteps of their
elders.

The Duggar region, known

for its unique cultural heritage,
is celebrated for its folklores,
customs, and arts passed down
through generations. The work-
shop saw participation from
leaders of various folk groups,
with five experts providing
insights into folk theater.

The main presentations of the
Sanskriti Mahaostav are sched-
uled for October 11, 2024, at
Jia Pota Ghat, Akhnoor, and
October 15, 2024, at Shub
International School, Akhnoor.

M.C. Kotwal, Secretary of
BLSKS, welcomed the digni-
taries and explained the aims
and objectives of the program.
Performers included Usha
Handoo, Zulekha Bano, Rajni
Gupta, and many others, con-
tributing to the vibrant celebra-
tion of Duggar culture. The
workshop was coordinated by
Master Deepak Kumar, who
presented the vote of thanks.
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