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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Department of
Strategic and Regional
Studies (DSRS) at the
University of Jammu organ-
ized a significant lecture titled
"Indus Water Treaty:
Emerging India's Concerns."
The event featured former
Director General of Police for
Jammu and Kashmir, Dr. S.
P. Vaid, as the Chief Guest,
with eminent journalist Sant
Kumar Sharma providing a
detailed analysis of the Indus
Water Treaty (IWT). The dis-
cussion was facilitated by
Prof. Virender Koundal,
Director of DSRS, who set
the thematic stage for the lec-
ture.Dr. S. P. Vaid empha-
sized the multifaceted chal-
lenges India faces concerning
Pakistan, including issues of
terrorism, counterfeit curren-
cy, and narco-terrorism. He
underscored the importance
of revisiting the Indus Water
Treaty to safeguard India's
national interests, suggesting
that a timely review is neces-
sary to address evolving
geopolitical dynamics.In his
presentation, Sant Kumar
Sharma delved into India’s
recent actions under Article
XII (3) of the IWT, which
allows for treaty modifica-
tions—a provision that has
remained untouched since the
treaty's inception in 1960.
Notably, India issued a notice
to Pakistan on August 31,
2024, invoking this article
due to ongoing tensions sur-
rounding hydropower proj-
ects on the Chenab River.
Sharma highlighted that the
treaty's final article permits
modifications through a duly
ratified agreement, reiterat-
ing that this course of action
is well within the treaty's
framework.Sharma also
reflected on the historical con-
text of the treaty, clarifying
that perceptions of smooth
relations between India and
Pakistan are misleading. He
noted that a decade ago, India
had informed Pakistan about
the Kishenganga hydel proj-
ect and the Ratle project on
the Chenab, which sparked

objections from Pakistan and
escalated tensions. The treaty
includes a dispute resolution
mechanism under Article IX,
outlining a three-step process
involving the Permanent
Indus Commission, a Neutral
Expert, and ultimately, a
Court of Arbitration.
However, Sharma pointed out
that Pakistan has initiated
actions at both the second
and third levels of this mecha-
nism simultaneously, creating
a conflict within the treaty's
provisions. India views this
approach as a violation of the
treaty, complicating the dis-
pute resolution process.
Prof. Koundal expressed grat-
itude to the speakers and pre-
sented mementos to Dr. Vaid
and Sharma in recognition of
their valuable insights.The
event began with the ceremo-
nial lighting of the lamp and
tributes to Bharat Mata and
Saraswati Mata, led by Dr.
Vaid, Prof. Koundal, and
Sharma, among other digni-
taries. It was well-attended by
faculty members, including
Dr. Mohd. Monir Alam, Dr.
Surinder Mohan, Dr. Ganesh
Malhotra, and Dr. Ranjan
Sharma, along with non-
teaching staff, postgraduate
students, and research schol-
ars from DSRS. Dr. Ganesh
Malhotra skillfully conducted
the proceedings and delivered
the vote of thanks, effectively
concluding a thought-provok-
ing session on a topic of great
national importance.
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