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From being ‘taboo’, BJP rose with highest
vote share in J&K: Dr Jitendra
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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Stage is set for
Omar Abdullah to take oath
as the first chief minister of
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir follow-
ing the victory of his
National Conference in the
maiden assembly election
after the abrogation of
Article 370.

Preparations have been put
in place for the oath ceremo-
ny of the chief minister and
his council of ministers at the
S h e r - i - K a s h m i r
International Convention

Centre (SKICC) on
Wednesday, officials said.

The Chief Minister and his
ministers will be adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy by J-K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha at
11:30 am.

Security has been tightened
around the venue of the
swearing-in ceremony, the
officials said.

"The security has been
beefed up especially as a lot
of VVIPs will be attending
the event. We will ensure the
smooth conduct of the event,"
the officials added.

Invitations to attend the
oath ceremony have been
sent to the constituents of
the INDIA bloc.

National Conference (NC)
Kashmir Provincial
President Nasir Aslam Wani
said it was not clear yet who
all will be attending the cere-
mony. "We will get to know
about the VVIP attendees
after receiving their 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission Tuesday
announced Maharashtra will
vote in one phase on
November 20, while
Jharkhand will go to polls in
two phases on November 13

and 20, setting the stage for
another round of contest
between a buoyant BJP and
the opposition INDIA bloc,
which has been jolted by the
Congress' shock Haryana
defeat.

Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
announced at a press confer-
ence here that the counting
of votes will be held on
November 23, a day before
the current Maharashtra
assembly completes its 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday made a fer-
vent pitch for putting
in place a global
framework for use of
digital technology and
ethical use of artificial
intelligence (AI), say-
ing security cannot be
an afterthought in an
interconnected world.

Speaking at the
inauguration of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication
Union - WTSA and India
Mobile Congress here, he
favoured clear 'dos' and

'don'ts' to safeguard citizens.
"There is a need for a glob-

al framework... guidelines for

digital technology," he said.
"Time has come when global
institutions have to accept

the importance of a rule-
based framework for digital
technology."

Digital rules are
important not just
because they involve
personal privacy,
media disinformation,
the accountability of
tech giants and other
issues of societal
importance, but also
because trade in goods
and services rely on
international flows of
data.

Stating that digital
tools and applications are
beyond any physical

Over to people of J&K to
take democratic journey
forward: CEC Kumar on
high voter turnout in UT
STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Tuesday said the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir have built a strong
building in the just-held
assembly elections on the
foundation they had laid in
the Lok Sabha elections and
it is now over to them to take
the democratic journey for-
ward.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here to announce the
schedule of Maharashtra
and Jharkhand assembly
polls, he lauded the voters of
Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir for the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Judicial
Officers of District Srinagar
under the guidance of Jaffer
Hussain Beg, Pr. District &
Sessions Judge, Srinagar on
Tuesday paid a visit to the
Justice Tashi Rabstan to
felicitate him for elevation to
the coveted and prestigious
post of Hon'ble the Chief
Justice of High Court of
J&K and Ladakh.

The Judicial Officers con-
gratulated Justice Tashi
Rabstan for assuming the
charge of the highest seat of
Justice in the UT's of J&K
and Ladakh and praised his
leadership, exceptional serv-
ices and unwavering dedica-
tion to the cause of Justice.

Justice Tashi Rabstan wel-
comed Pr. District &
Sessions Judge, Srinagar
and other Judicial Officers
whole heartedly and gave
patient and compassionate
hearing to them. He assured

every support to the Judicial
Officers to raise the bar of
the District Judiciary in
meeting the expectations of
the general public. At the end
Pr. District & Sessions 

STATE TIMES NEWS
ISLAMABAD: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday
exchanged pleasantries with
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, hours after
landing in the Pakistani cap-
ital in the first such visit
from New Delhi in nearly a
decade.

The brief exchange and
handshake between
Jaishankar and Sharif took
place at a banquet dinner
hosted by the Pakistani
prime minister at his resi-
dence in honour of the dele-
gates attending a summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

The Pakistan prime minis-
ter greeted all the leaders of
the delegations of the SCO
member nations at the ban-

quet reception.
Pakistan is hosting the

SCO meeting under tight
security and the capital city
has almost been under lock-
down. The main conclave will
be held on Wednesday.

It is understood that

Jaishankar also exchanged
pleasantries with Pakistan
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
at the reception.

Earlier, Jaishankar's air-
craft landed at the Nur Khan
airbase on the outskirts 

Next step after J&K
elections is to restore 
statehood: Akhilesh 
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday said Jammu and
Kashmir's statehood should
be restored now that the
assembly elections have been
held in the Union territory.

The SP chief arrived in
Srinagar to attend the oath
taking ceremony of the new
J-K government which will
be headed by National
Conference's Omar
Abdullah.

"I congratulate the people
of Jammu and Kashmir for
trusting democracy and
forming their own govern-
ment, and for saving the
Constitution. The next step
after the elections is to
restore full statehood of J-K.
I am hopeful they will get full
statehood," Yadav told
reporters here.

Yadav congratulated NC
president Farooq Abdullah
and CM-elect Omar
Abdullah for the election
win. "I am confident that he
will fulfill his responsibility
well and take the state
towards prosperity," 

G A Mir appointed
CLP leader in J&K

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Congress
on Tuesday appointed
Ghulam Ahmad Mir as its
Legislature Party leader in
Jammu and Kashmir, a day
before the formation of the
National Conference-
Congress coalition govern-
ment in the union territory.

In a letter to J-K Congress
chief Tariq Hamid Karra,
AICC General Secretary K C
Venugopal said party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge has
appointed Mir -- who won
the Dooru assembly seat
with a record margin -- the
leader of the legislature
party. The Jammu and
Kashmir Congress
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Stage set for Omar Abdullah to take oath
today as first CM of J&K as UT

Maharashtra votes on Nov 20, Jharkhand
on Nov 13 and 20; results on Nov 23

Modi pitches for global digital
rules, ethical AI

Judicial Officers felicitate CJ Tashi Rabstan 

Jaishankar interacts with Pak PM
Shehbaz Sharif at SCO reception

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court has sought
response from the Centre
and the the Election
Commission on a fresh plea
against the practice of politi-
cal parties promising freebies
during elections.

A bench of Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud and Justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra issued notices to the
Union of India and the poll
panel on a petition filed by

Bengaluru resident
Shashank J Sreedhara.

The petition filed by advo-
cate Srinivasan has also
sought a direction to poll
panel to take effective steps
to restrain political parties
from making promises of
freebies during the pre-elec-
tion period.

"The unregulated promise
of freebies imposes a signifi-
cant and unaccounted finan-
cial burden on the public
exchequer. Further, there

exists no mechanism to
ensure the fulfilment of pre-
poll promises on which votes
were secured," the plea said.

The top court tagged the
matter with other pleas on
similar issue.

The apex court had earlier
agreed to list for hearing
pleas against the practice of
political parties promising
freebies during elections
after senior advocate Vijay
Hansaria, appearing

Rahul, Kharge, Priyanka to attend
swearing-in ceremony 

JAMMU: Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi,
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and party general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi are scheduled to attend the oath-
taking ceremony of CM-elect Omar Abdullah in Srinagar on
Wednesday, a senior party leader said.

"Rahul Gandhi, Kharge ji, and Priyanka ji are scheduled to
participate in the oath ceremony tomorrow," a senior
Congress leader said.

He said that some chief ministers and representatives of
some states will also attend the event. The party high com-
mand will convey the decision on ministerial berths for
Congress MLAs in the new government, he added. 

CM to chair meeting of Administrative
Secretaries after oath ceremony 

JAMMU: The Government of  Jammu and Kashmir has
scheduled an important meeting tomorrow under the leader-
ship of the newly sworn-in Chief Minister.

"After the Oath-taking Ceremony, the Chief Minister, J&K,
shall chair a meeting of all Administrative Secretaries on
October 16, 2024 (Wednesday) at 3:00 PM in the Meeting
Hall, 3rd Floor, Civil Secretariat, Srinagar," read the notifica-
tion issued by Rohit Sharma, Additional Secretary,  General
Administration Department.

"Accordingly, all the Administrative Secretaries are request-
ed to attend the meeting on the scheduled date, time and
venue," it added. 

CEC Rajiv Kumar addressing press conference at New Delhi on Tuesday.

Judicial Officers felicitating CJ Justice Tashi Rabstan at
Srinagar on Tuesday. 

SC notice to Centre, EC on
fresh plea against freebies

SIA releases pictures of 
terrorists killed in
Rajouri encounter
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The State
Investigation Agency (SIA)
of Jammu and Kashmir
Police has released for iden-
tification the pictures of two
terrorists killed in a gunbat-
tle in Rajouri district in
November 2023, officials
said.

The two terrorists were
killed, along with five sol-
diers, during a fierce
encounter in the Baajimaal
area of the Kalakote 
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