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STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH:  Deputy
Commissioner Vikas Kundal
on Thursday visited District
Institute of Professional
Excellence & Career
Counseling Centre cum
Heritage Library here at
Poonch Fort to oversee the
functioning of the Library
and facilities available there
for the students.

The DC inspected different
compartments of the Library
and met with students there
to redress the issues raised

by the students.
Responding to the demands

put forth by the students, the
DC issued on-the-spot

instructions regarding main-
tenance of washrooms and
better internet and drinking
water facilities. To make the
initiative more productive,
the Deputy Commissioner
announced 2 additional WiFi
connections for students.

The DC said that the
District Administration is
committed to foster an
ecosystem of learning in
Poonch and provides space in
the form of reading rooms in
the City so that our youth
can compete in examinations

with availability of updated
online and offline resources
regarding job opportunities,
scholarships, admissions and
Competitive Exams includ-
ing Civil Services, NEET,
JEE, CET, UPSC/JKPSC,
NET/SLET, JKSSB etc.

The Deputy Commissioner
was accompanied by the
ADC Poonch, Deputy
Director Employment, CEO
Municipality, Tehsildar
Haveli, Xen Jal Shakti, Xen
R&B (PWD) and other con-
cerned officers.

DC Poonch inspects Heritage Library, interacts
with subscribers, assures better facilities

DC Vikas Kundal visiting Heritage Library at Poonch.
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KATHUA: Krishi Vigyan
Kendra Kathua, under the
administrative control of
SKUAST-Jammu on
Thursday organized Rabi
Kisan Mela in collaboration
with IFFCO  Jammu to
familiarize farmers about lat-
est agriculture technologies
for rabi season.

The Mela was inaugurated
by Dr B. N. Tripathi, Vice
Chancellor, SKUSAT-
Jammu, in the presence of Dr
S K Gupta, Director
Research; Dr Amrish Vaid,
Director Extension,
SKUAST-Jammu. S.
Sukhpal Singh Sidhu, State
Marketing Manager and Dr.
Ramesh Verma General
Manager, IFFCO, New
Delhi, Satish Sharma, Joint
Director (Extension),
Department of Agriculture,
Jammu and Dr. Vishal
Mahajan, Chief Scientist and
Head, KVK Kathua. Dr B.
N. Tripathi along with the
dignitaries inspected differ-
ent stalls of agriculture and
allied sectors like
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry, Sericulture,
Fisheries and KVK besides
stalls of private players deal-
ing with agriculture inputs,
farm machinery and organic
products were also installed
during the event. The stalls
displayed and highlighted
various farmers' welfare
schemes and programmes.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr B. N. Tripathi empha-
sized upon the role of KVKs
for bringing positive change
in the lives of farmers
through technological inter-
ventions in the field of agri-
culture. He stressed upon the
adoption of integrated and
diversified farming systems
for better returns under
diverse agro-climatic zones.
He suggested farmers to have
sustained contact with KVK
for advancement of their
knowledge and skills. 

Dr S K Gupta deliberated
upon the recent farm tech-
nologies recommended by the
University. He discussed the
research initiatives in various
fields and suggested farmers
to harness benefits by adopt-
ing high yielding varieties
recommended by the
University. 

Earlier, Dr Vishal Mahajan,
Chief Scientist & Head, KVK
Kathua, discussed various
programmes being organized

by KVK Kathua for the ben-
efits of farmers. 

S.Sukhpal Singh Sidhu dis-
cussed the initiatives taken
by IFFCO for increasing
agricultural production. 

During the mela, technical
lectures were delivered by
Vivek Verma on Nao fertiliz-
ers and its efficacy, Dr Vishal
Sharma on production tech-
nology of rabi crops,, Dr
Anamika Jamwal on pre-seed
treatment and Mushroom
production technology., Dr
Berjesh Ajrawat on crop
insurance and new schemes
launced by the Government
and Dr. Gurdev Chand on
vertical farming. Queries of
farmers were attended and
suitable recommendations
were made by Dr Anamika
Jamwal, Dr Berjesh Ajrawat,
Dr Vishal Sharma, Dr.
Gurdev Chand and Dr.
Meenakshi Gupta.

The programme was ended
by vote of thanks by Dr.
Anamika Jamwal.

KVK Kathua organises Rabi
Kisan Mela cum crop seminar

VC SKUSAT-Jammu Dr B. N. Tripathi inaugurating Mela. 
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RAMNAGAR: Jal Shakti
PHE Employees and
Worker Association hold a
meeting at PHE Complex
Ramnagar. 

The employee drawn
from Basantgarh,
Kulwanta, Kaghote,
Dehari, Majalta, Mansar,
Khoon, Rang Bland in the
Chairmanship of Som
Nath District President
and Senior Trade Union

Leader Jammu Province
appealed to Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
justice with the 61000
Daily Wagers including
Jal Shakti and other dif-
ferent departments of JK
UT. 

The various long pend-
ing demands highlighted
in the meeting include
Regularization of Daily
Wagers; Release of pend-
ing wages; Minimum

Wages Act; acute
Shortage of staff.

Newly Office Bearer
were also elected for
Ramnagar Unit Sham
Singh President, Jagsish
Kumar Gen. Secretary,
Krishan Lal Vice
President, Uttam Singh
Organizer, Badri Nath
Office Secretary, Ramesh
Chander Mech. President,
Sanjay Kumar Secretary.

Som  Nath appealed to

the  newly JK UT Govt.
shortly justice with the
Daily wagers and  the
long pending genuine
issues of the employees /
workers.

Senior leaders also
spoke in the meeting:
Vijay Kumar Sharma,
Suraj Parkash, Dinesh
Kesar, Krishan Chand,
Parth Singh,  Kuldeep
Kumar,  Parveen, Tilak
Raj Katoch etc.

Daily wagers pin hope on NC Government

Members of Jal Shakti PHE Employees and Worker
Association during the meeting.
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KATHUA: A free surgical
camp is currently underway in
Bani to provide specialized
medical services to over 2,000
beneficiaries in the hilly
region.

Organized by the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare  in collabora-
tion with SOS Memorial Trust
Delhi began Running on
October 13 and will continue
till Oct 19, 2024.

The camp offers a range of
comprehensive medical care,
targeting 40 major and minor
surgeries, with a particular

focus on orthopedic and gall-
bladder procedures. The use of
modern equipment has facili-
tated efficient service delivery,
ensuring that patients receive
high-quality care.

The District
Administration, under the
guidance of Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Rakesh
Minhas, along with Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Vijay
Raina and Block Medical
Officer Dr. Dev Raj, has
played a pivotal role in the
seamless execution of the
camp.

Dr. Raina has actively
engaged with patients
throughout the event, receiv-
ing positive feedback regard-
ing the treatment and care
provided.

"This initiative highlights
the success of public-private
partnerships in making
healthcare more accessible to
underserved communities,"
stated Dr. Raina. He also
praised the contributions of
the SOS Memorial Trust and
expressed optimism for future
collaborations to further
enhance healthcare services in
the region.
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Kathua admin hosts free
Surgical Camp

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Central
University of Jammu (CUJ)
has launched the implemen-
tation phase of the
Sustainable Campus
Development and
Performance Management
(SCDPM) 4.0 initiative. This
crucial phase, mandated by
the Ministry of Education,
Department of Higher
Education, will run from
October 2 to 31, 2024.
During the preparatory
phase, the university focused
on establishing vermicom-
posting and vermiwash sys-
tems, laying the groundwork

for a sustainable waste man-
agement strategy. 

Approximately 32 kgs of
vermicompost was obtained
till today. During the imple-
mentation phase, vermicom-

post was sold at Rs 30/Kg. 
The implementation phase

is being spearheaded by
Nodal Officer Prof. Richa
Kothari, with coordination
efforts led by Lt. Dr. Pankaj
Mehta, Dr. Dinesh Kumar
and Dr. Ankit Tandon.
Together, they aim to ensure

a smooth transition into this
vital phase of the SCDPM
initiative.

Prof. Sanjeev Jain, Vice
Chancellor CUJ said, "This
initiative not only enhances
our campus sustainability but
also sets a benchmark for
other institutions to follow".

STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: District
D e v e l o p m e n t
Commissioner Samba
Rajesh Sharma today
chaired a meeting to review
the implementation and
progress of the Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP) in
the district. The meeting
was held in the conference
hall of the DC Office
Complex, Samba.

At the outset, Chief
Agriculture Officer  S.
Madan Gopal Singh  pro-
vided a comprehensive
update on the advance-
ments made under HADP.

Key initiatives included
the promotion of vegeta-
bles and exotic vegetables
through Open and Hi-Tech
Protected Cultivation,
Beekeeping, and the devel-
opment of rainfed areas.
Additionally, efforts to pro-
mote the cultivation of
medicinal and aromatic
plants, as well as millet,
mushroom, commercial
floriculture, and oilseed
production, were empha-
sized to diversify the
income streams of the
farmers.

The DDC reviewed the
list of eligible beneficiaries
for final selection and
approval under the various
programmes of Agriculture
and Allied Departments
who had applied through
the HADP portal. A total
of 815 beneficiaries were
selected for benefits under
different schemes of the
Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme.

The District
D e v e l o p m e n t
Commissioner stressed the
importance of scaling up
allied sector schemes,
including Animal
Husbandry, Sheep
Husbandry, Fisheries,
Horticulture, Horticulture
Planning & Marketing, and
Sericulture. He urged the
departments to extend the
benefits to more farmers to
maximize the impact of the
HADP across the district.

Rajesh Sharma also
called for collaborative
efforts among all stake-
holders to foster sustain-
able agriculture and rural
development in the dis-
trict. He emphasized the
importance of involving
banks in prioritizing the
sponsorship of loan cases,
ensuring proper support to
beneficiaries.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
D e v e l o p m e n t
Commissioner Samba,
Assistant Commissioner
Development Samba, Chief
Agriculture Officer
Samba, Divisional Forest
Officer (T) Samba, Chief
Horticulture Officer
Samba, District Sheep
Husbandry Officer Samba,
Chief Animal Husbandry
Officer Samba, Assistant
Director Fisheries Samba,
District Officer HPM,
Deputy Registrar Co-
Societies Samba, District
Development Manager
NABARD Samba, District
Head KVK Samba and
other members of the 
committee.

DC Samba reviews 
implementation of HADP

CUJ launches implementation phase of SCDPM 4.0 Initiative

CUJ faculty posing for a photograph with students.

Ganderbal Judo
Championship

on Oct 23
STATE TIMES NEWS

J A M M U : G a n d e r b a l
District Judo Association
shall hold Ganderbal
District Judo (boys and
girls) Championship on
October 23 at Indoor
Sports Complex, Sephora
Stadium Ganderbal in
Kashmir.

The event shall take place
under the aegis of Judo
Association of J&K and
J&K Sports Council. Those
interested participants have
been advised to report to
concerned coaches bringing
along Date of Birth certifi-
cate, a handout issued here
today informed.
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