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STATE TIMES NEWS 
PATNA: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday promised restora-
tion of statehood for Jammu
and Kashmir at "an appro-
priate time" and a "good res-
olution" of demands raised by
people of the Union Territory
of Ladakh.

Speaking at a media con-
clave in Patna, he also
claimed that after the abro-
gation of Article 370, terror-
infested Jammu and
Kashmir has "taken a U-
turn" and "no local terrorist
has been recruited in the last
nine months".

"This is a qualitative
change that Jammu and
Kashmir, where separatism
had been festering since the
1990s, witnessed. Earlier,
Pakistan felt no need to send
terrorists from across the
border. They used to place

arms in the hands of our chil-
dren. Now the situation has
changed. The people of
Jammu and Kashmir feel
they belong to the entire
country and the entire coun-
try belongs to them," Shah
said at the conclave organ-
ised by ABP News and
Hindustan.

"Today, democracy has been
restored in Jammu and
Kashmir. Panchayat and
municipal polls have taken

place, and so have elections
for the legislative assembly.
Rajya Sabha elections will
also take place at some time,"
the home minister added.

He was asked about a
statement by Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, who spoke of
a "gulf" remaining in between
Jammu and Kashmir and
New Delhi on account of
statehood not being restored
even after a year of his
swearing in.

Shah replied, "He
(Abdullah) may be saying
this out of political compul-
sions. But statehood would
be restored at an appropriate
time. And it will be done fol-
lowing discussions with him."

About the recent agitations
in Ladakh, Shah said the
Union government is "in
talks with the committees of
Leh and Kargil".

"We urge the people to have
patience. There will be a good
resolution of all their just
demands," he said.

The allusion may have been
to the combined leadership of
Leh Apex Body and Kargil
Democratic Alliance, which
represent Ladakh's political
and civil society groups.

The union home minister
was also asked about the pos-
sibility of the release of
Sonam Wangchuk, 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Saturday handed
over the exhibitions belong-
ing to International
Buddhist Confederation and
the National Museum to the
Kalmyk Museum at Elista,
Republic of Kalmykia,
Russia.

The Lieutenant Governor
said it will ensure that the
Lord Buddha's importance

and relevance, and also visit
of holy relics to Kalmykia is
remembered by the people of
this beautiful land.

"History, tradition, culture
and spiritual wisdom shape
identity and transmit ethical
values across generations
and drive sustainable devel-
opment. Preservation and
education of heritage is
essential and I am truly
delighted to see this

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: While maintaining higher
provisioning requirements owing to reg-
ulatory compliance, J&K Bank posted a
net profit of Rs 494.11 Cr for the July-
September Quarter (Q2) of current
financial year (CFY), remaining well on
course to meet its annual market guid-
ance. The Bank's net profit for half-year
(H1) witnessed an increase to Rs
978.95 Cr from Rs 966.41 Cr recorded

for H1 last FY. The Bank announced
financial numbers after its Board-of-
Directors reviewed and approved the
quarterly and half-yearly figures during

a meeting held at the Bank's
Corporate Headquarters.

Moderated by the provisioning
of Rs 92 Cr towards its invest-
ment in the Regional Rural
Bank - Jammu and Kashmir
Grameen Bank - following the

amalgamation of EllaquaiDehati Bank
with the erstwhile J&K Grameen Bank
under Central Government's "One
State, One 
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Statehood of J&K to be restored
at appropriate time: Shah

J&K Bank's half-yearly net profit up at Rs 979 Cr, Q2 net at Rs 494 Cr

LG Manoj Sinha hands over Buddhist Exhibitions
to Kalmyk Museum in Russia

Despite tough challenges,
we are on track to achieve

our annual guidance
numbers: MD & CEO
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