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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Mayor JMC, former
Legislators, DDC member,
delegations of OBC
Mahasabha and J&K
Thalassemia Welfare Society
on Thursday called on
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha at Raj Bhavan.

Chander Mohan Gupta,
Mayor JMC met the Lt
Governor and briefed him
about the arrangements
underway to host 56th Junior
National Artistic and 25th
Rhythmic Gymnastics
Championships in Jammu &
Kashmir. The Mayor, who is
the Chief Patron of the
Organizing Committee was
accompanied by Er. Kiran
Wattal, President, J&K
Gymnastic Association and
Sh. Rajesh Gupta, Chairman,
Organizing Committee.

They informed that around
600 players, Coaches &
Managers; about 100 technical
officials and 60 representatives
from Gymnastic Association
from across the country will
participate in the prestigious
championships.

The visiting representatives
also expressed gratitude to the
Lt Governor-led administra-
tion for developing state-of-
the-art sports facilities in the
UT.

Er. Aijaz Hussain, DDC
Member from Khonmoh sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
Lt Governor apprising him of
the issues pertaining to regu-
larization of paramedical staff
working in GMCs & associated
hospitals in Srinagar/Jammu;
development of transit accom-
modation & other facilities at
Bala Devi Mandir, Balhama;
development of Guryul
Ravines 'Kashmir Triassic
Fossil Park' in Khonmoh,
besides concerning issues of

Stone quarries of Zewan Bala
& Zewan Payeen.

Meanwhile, Varinderjeet
Singh, BJP Vice President
Poonch also called on the Lt
Governor and projected vari-
ous public issues of the district
pertaining to functioning of
Mini Secretariat; promotion of
religious tourism; establish-
ment of Women Degree
College; availability of special-
ist Doctors in District
Hospital; functioning of
Jammu University's out cam-
pus; repairing of Betar nallah
bridge, besides issues of PoJK
refugees. A delegation of OBC
Mahasabha headed by its
Chairperson, Kasturi Lal
Basotra comprising of Bansi

Lal Chodhary, Convener, OBC
Mahasabha and RK Chalotra,
Vice President, AIBCF put
forth various demands and
issues pertaining to the welfare
of OBC communities. Later,
the representatives of J&K
Thalassemia Welfare Society
drew Lt Governor's attention
towards the need for upgrada-
tion of Thalassemia Day Care
centre at SMGS Hospital
Jammu and developing ade-
quate facilities for better care
of Thalassemic children. They
also projected the demand for
Blood bank with component
facilities at District Hospitals
and GMCs. The Lt Governor
observed that the UT
Government is taking compre-
hensive measures for the equi-
table development of all the
regions and is committed for
the welfare of every section of
the society.

He assured the visiting rep-
resentatives that all their sug-
gestions and points would be
considered on merit and for-
warded to concerned depart-
ments for redressal of the
same.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Union Minister
for Tribal Affairs, Arjun
Munda, on Thursday
chaired valedictory func-
tion of two day Capacity
Building training pro-
gramme regarding prepa-
ration of Gram Panchayat
Development Plan
(GPDP) in Tribal areas,
held at Panchayat
Bhawan, Jammu.

Arjun Munda congratu-
lated the participants for
successful completion of
their training asking them
to work in tandem with all
the stakeholders so that
benefit of various schemes
and programs reaches to
all Panchayats. He said
that this capacity building
program was organized as
a part of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, which is being
celebrated to commemo-
rate 75 years of
Independence.

He said that it is a mat-
ter of great pride that we
are celebrating the birth
anniversary of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda as Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas and it has
been for the first time in
the history of India that
contribution of tribal free-
dom fighters has been
acknowledged with such
honour and pride across
length and breadth of the
country.

Union Minister said that
effective implementation
of GPDP and other related
programs will not only
help in empowerment of
villages but will take the
nation towards new highs
of peace, progress and
prosperity.

"Government of India is
focusing on development of
tribal communities of the
country with special focus
on tribal communities of
J&K which is a step for-
ward towards materializ-
ing Sab Ka Sath, Sab Ka
Vikas, Sab ka Vishwas and
Sabka Paryas vision of
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi", he maintained.

He hoped that this train-
ing program has given the
tribal people an opportuni-
ty to understand their role
in development of their
areas.

Earlier, Union Minister
also interacted with tribal
Sarpanchs who participat-
ed in the training program
and listened to their griev-
ances and demands
including development of
milk production and pro-
cessing units for tribal vil-
lages, e-classrooms for
tribal children, workshops
and training for tribal
women, training to tribal
people for organic farm-
ing, agriculture and horti-
culture, establishment of
industries in far flung
areas to create employ-
ment for tribal people, uti-
lization of tribal funds
with active participation of
PRIs and others.

Meanwhile, a video clip
on events organized during

the two day orientation
program was also present-
ed on the occasion.
Secretary Tribal Affairs,
Dr. Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary, while speaking
on the occasion, said that
as per the directions of
Union Government it has
been for the first time that
Janjatiya Gourav Divas
was celebrated across all
districts of J&K. 

He informed that about
200 panchayats have par-
ticipated in this 2 day
training program saying
that these trained
Sarpanchs and other rep-
resentatives will play an
active role in effective
implementation of various
schemes for effective
development of their
areas.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that this train-
ing programme was
organized by National
Tribal Research Institute in
collaboration with Tribal
Research Institute J&K.
The inaugural address was
earlier presented yesterday
by R. Jaya, Joint secretary,
Union Ministry of Tribal
Affairs.During the second
day of training session,
master trainers threw
light on implementation of
FRAs in tribal areas, pro-
vision of decentralized

governance for gram pan-
chayats in tribal areas,
GPDP guidelines besides
mobilization and utiliza-
tion of OSR among other
topics. Group presenta-
tion and feedback sessions
were also held during
training the program.

Among others the train-
ing programme was
attended by Dr. Nupur
Tiwary, Special Director,
National Tribal Research
Institute IIPA, New
Delhi, M.A Mirza,
Director Tribal Affairs,
J&K, Dr. Bala Prasad,
Special Secretary
(retired), Union Ministry
of Panchayat Raj and
OSDs Mission Youth,
J&K.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Commissioner
Secretary, Forests, Ecology
and Environment, Sanjeev
Verma, on Thursday visited
Gharana wetland to inspect
conservation works being
executed there.

Pertinently, Gharana has
been notified as Wetland
Conservation Reserve under
Wildlife Protection Act and
has also been designated as
Important Bird Area (IBA).
During winters, thousands
of migratory birds like Bar
headed geese, Common tail,
Coot, Woolly necked Stork,
Mullard, Pin tail and
Gadwal visit the wetland

from Central Asia.
Chief Wildlife Warden,

Suresh Kumar Gupta,
informed that Rs. 11.70
crore has been deposited
with Revenue authorities
for land acquisition so that
various development, con-
servation and awareness
activities are taken up
there. He mentioned that
department of Wildlife
Protection has prepared a
comprehensive five year
Management Plan for
Gharana Wetland
Conservation Reserve. The
plan envisages proper
approach road with parking
facilities, construction of

view points, installation of
slice gates, setting up of
effluent treatment plant,
habitat improvement by way
of de-silting and de-weed-
ing, facilities for visitors,
training of local youth as
eco-guides and awareness
programmes.

Commissioner Secretary
exhorted upon the officers
to involve local youth in

facilitating the visitors as
eco-guides besides high-
lighting the rich fauna of
Gharana wetland through
wide publicity.

Regional Wildlife Warden,
Jammu, Dr. Kumar M K
and Wildlife Warden,
Jammu, Anil Atri along
with concerned staff accom-
panied the Commissioner
Secretary.

Mayor JMC, former Legislators, DDC
member, delegations call on LG

Union Minister chairs valedictory function
of Capacity Building programme

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha has
extended his warm greet-
ings to the people of J&K
on the auspicious occasion
of 552nd Prakash Parv of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev, the
founder of Sikhism.

In his message, the Lt
Governor said that Guru
Nanak Dev Ji dedicated
his life towards furthering
social justice & equality in
the society. 

His teachings are a guid-

ing light for the entire
humanity, leading them to
the path of righteousness
and brotherhood.

"Guru Ji's life and his
message of love, compas-
sion, equality, peace, and
brotherhood are key to the
formation of a harmonious
& progressive society with-
out any discrimination and
distinction", the Lt
Governor added.

The Lt Governor
observed that the reopen-
ing of Kartarpur Sahib

Corridor by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on this auspicious occasion
has fulfilled a cherished
demand of the entire Sikh
community.

The Lt Governor also
expressed hope that the
celebration of this auspi-
cious event would con-
tribute towards strength-
ening unity and harmony,
and would be a harbinger
of peace, progress, and
prosperity in Jammu and
Kashmir.

LG extends greetings on eve
of Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Cultural Wing of
Department of
Information and Public
Relations (DIPR) on
Thursday organized a cul-
tural programme here at
Peer Mitha Darbar.

Cultural Officer, Parul
Khajuria supervised the
event held under the aegis
of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotasav.  

The artists of the
Cultural Wing including
Vijay Anand, Rajeev

Sharma, Kamal Kumar,
Mohinder Panchairvi,
Banti Shah, Rajid
Bhadarwahi, Balbir Singh
and Mukesh Kumar mes-
merized the audience with
their brilliant performanc-
es. The artists also
informed the audience
about the Covid
Appropriate Behaviour.

Prominent among others
present on the occasion
were Yudhveer Sethi, Ram
Lohiya, Corporator Ward
No.3, Narotam Sharma,
Molvi Rashid and Bawa
Sahni.

DIPR Cultural Wing organises cultural
programme at Peer Mitha

DIPR Cultural wing artists presenting cultural programme.

Union Minister for Tribal Affairs, Arjun Munda chairing virtual meeting on Thursday. 

Mayor JMC,  Chander Mohan Gupta calling on 
LG Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhawan. Commissioner Secretary, Sanjeev Verma during visit to

Gharana Wetland.

Comm Secy Forests tours Gharana Wetland
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JAMMU: Secretary,
Department of Disaster
Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction (DMRRR),
Nazim Z. Khan, on Thursday
convened a meeting to review
functioning of the department.
Secretary, while addressing the
meeting, asked the field officers
to adopt e-office system to
ensure added efficiency and
transparency in disposal of offi-
cial business in-line with the
spirit of Digital India. In this
regard, he asked them to get all
official records digitized in an
expeditious manner. He asked
the concerned for creation of
robust and verifiable data base
of Kashmiri Migrants as well as
of Displaced Persons
(PoJK/WPR) to ensure trans-
parency and security of legacy
data. He also directed the  Senior
Consultants engaged under
Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction, Strengthening
of District Disaster Management
Authorities (DDMAs) of
Hazard Prone Districts,  iden-
tified Backward Districts and
Emergency Response Support

System to prepare the neces-
sary documents and Standard
Operating Procedures with
regard to preparedness  and
effective management of natu-
ral calamities so that the gener-
al public could be made aware
of the same. Secretary, while
terming construction of transit
accommodation for PM
Package Employees in
Kashmir Valley under PMDP
as a prestigious project of the
department, asked the execut-
ing agencies to gear up their
mechanism in order to com-
plete the project in a time
bound manner. He emphasized
upon the officers to earnestly
take up capacity building pro-
grammes as a pre-disaster
measure. Deputy Director
(Planning) DMRRR, Lalit
Bhat, made a Power Point
Presentation highlighting
activities and achievements of
the department.

Relief & Rehabilitation
Commissioner (M), Special
Secretary, DMRRR, Director
Finance DMRRR, Chief
Engineer PWD, PHE and
PDD and other senior officers
attended the meeting.

Secretary reviews functioning
of DMRRR Dept
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