
Jail official, school...
who was caught with a most wanted terrorist and two others along the Srinagar-

Jammu national highway.
They were sacked when the Lt Governor was satisfied after considering facts and

circumstances of the cases and the information available that the activities of these
employees are such as to warrant their dismissal from service using provision of
Article 311 (2) (c) of the Constitution.

Under this provision, the sacked employees can only approach the high court with
their plea.

The process of dismissal of employees began in April this year barely a week after
the Union Territory administration constituted a Special Task Force (STF) that is
empowered to investigate allegations of involvement in anti-state activities against
government employees and recommend dismissal of those found involved.

Health Directorate Jammu.....
ten days positively otherwise action as warranted under rules shall follow.

However, neither he submitted any reply to the Show Cause Notice nor joined the
duties. Now after several subsequent notices and the latest issued under No:-
DHS/J/Es-5/NG/10466-68, dated 18-10-2021, the employee was terminated with
immediate effect in terms of Article 128 and Article 113 of J&K CSR Vol-I.

Hazardous cracker dumps...
keep waiting for such orders and instructions to 'carry on their operations to mint

the money'.
According to sources, stocks worth crorers of rupees from Bishnah have already

been dispatched to various markets, especially in Jammu.
The Pollution Control Committee has issued these directions while taking cog-

nizance of the air quality of Jammu and Kashmir coupled with the directions of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) and the Supreme Court of India and in exercise of
powers under Section 17 (f) and (j) of Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981.

These directions of the Court are to be implemented and enforced by concerned
District Magistrates and the Police officials. Also the Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) of the concerned area, Deputy Superintendent of Police and the
SHOs/Police officers in-charge of the concerned police station shall be held person-
ally liable for any violation.

Pertinently, National Green Tribunal has already issued the directions under ref-
erence for combating the air pollution caused by bursting of fire crackers during the
festivals of Diwali, Gurpurab, Christmas and New Year and the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir has also issued order in this behalf for regulating the sale and
use of fire crackers.

Also, the Supreme Court of India is already seized with the matter and has issued
order on 29-10-2021 regarding enforcement on manufacturing, use and sale of
banned fire crackers and adherence to the timing of bursting of permissible/ permit-
ted green crackers.

The public notice, issued by the J&K State Emergency Operation Centre,
Department of Disaster Management, Relief, Rehabilitation & Reconstruction, con-
tains 'Dos and Don'ts   in terms of safety tips on Diwali.

The public notice says, Deepawali or Diwali is a festival of joy and happiness.
People light candles and sometimes burst crackers on the occasion. While using
crackers it is necessary to adhere to the Supreme Court of India order dated October
29, 2021 in IA no. 44727/2021 in WP (C) No. 728/2015 and National Green
Tribunal order dated November 9, 2020 in OA No: 249/2020 and Govt. Order No:
89 JK (DMRRR) of 2020 dated November 10, 2020 regarding enforcement on
manufacturing, sale and use of banned fire crackers and adherence to timing for
bursting of permitted and green crackers.

As per the notice, only ‘green-crackers’ (eco-friendly) are permitted for sale and
use; bursting of these green crackers is allowed during festivals from 8 pm to 10pm;
fire crackers containing harmful chemicals like Barium salts, Lithium, Mercury,
Arsenic, Antimony etc, are strictly banned in entire Jammu and Kashmir.

The public notice emphasizes on fire safety measures, asking the people to follow
all safety precautions while using fireworks; use open spaces like playgrounds and
fields for fire cracking; not to burst crackers in a crowded or congested place or
inside the house; keep buckets of water and blankets available, in case a fire breaks
out; wear thick cotton clothes while bursting crackers; avoiding long loose clothes,
as they catch fire very fast; practice DROP and ROLL method, if your clothes catch
fire; using fire extinguishers in case of a fire accident or call 101; keeping an eye on
your children and don't letting them burst crackers on their own; never leaving a lit
match and Agarbatti near unused crackers.

These instructions have been issued in public interest and the people want mean-
ingful steps to be taken to tackle the menace.

Prolonged uncertainty in...
and promises by the government to create new jobs and fill the existing vacancies

have not fructified.
"Thousands of daily wage workers working in different departments are suffering

but nothing substantial is being done to address their long pending issues. No ade-
quate revival and sustenance package for traders, artisans, horticulturalists, manu-
facturers and daily wagers has further aggravated the scenario. Much touted new
dawn turned out to be a dreadful night for people," he said.

Abdullah, the Lok Sabha MP from Srinagar, said J-K youth are sinking under the
weight of the incumbent administration's "indifference".

"The mounting evidence is in the form of widespread and scathing unemployment
and job losses resulting in their continuing alienation and frustration," he said.

The NC president said the incumbent administration's lack of interest in the needs
of youths has also incurred a cost in terms of their physical and mental health.

"Mired by hopelessness and anxiety, our youths are taking to drug addiction and
substance abuse. The situation is very grim and our youths are living the grimmest
nightmare," he added.

J&K records 110...
discharged from various hospitals including 15from Jammu Division and 76 from

Kashmir Division.
According to the daily Media Bulletin on novel Corona virus, out of 332457 posi-

tive cases, 916 are Active Positive (101 in Jammu Division and 815 in Kashmir
Division), 327103 have recovered and 4438 have died; 2176 in Jammu division and
2262 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that out of 16269970 test results available, 332457 sam-
ples have tested positive and 15937513 samples have been tested as negative till
date. Besides, 34173 COVID tests have been conducted in last 24 hours.

Till date 3866399 persons have been enlisted for observation which included 6208
persons in home quarantine including facilities operated by government, 916 in iso-
lation and 448063 in home surveillance. Besides, 3406774 persons have completed
their surveillance period.

Meanwhile, Ladakh has recorded nine fresh COVID-19 cases that raised the tally
to 20,971, while the number of active cases in the Union Territory has reached 76,
officials said.

Ladakh has registered 207 coronavirus-related deaths -- 149 in Leh and 58 in
Kargil -- since the outbreak of the pandemic last year. No new fatality due to
COVID-19 has been reported in Ladakh.

The recovery count remained unchanged at 20,687 as no new coronavirus patient
was discharged from hospitals, they said.

All the fresh cases were reported from Leh, they said.
A total of 209 sample reports in Ladakh tested negative for the virus, they said.
There was no death reported due to Covid in Ladakh yesterday.
Seventy-one of the active COVID-19 cases in the UT are in Leh and the remain-

ing five in Kargil district, the officials said.

BJP leader booked...
committee, headed by Sunil Sethi, also asked him to explain his position within 48

hours.
"A video has gone viral in social media in which you are seen making absolutely

reckless and hatred-promoting remarks against a particular community. This is
unacceptable to the party and has brought disrepute and embarrassment to the
party," the notice read.

The BJP Jammu and Kashmir president, who ordered the disciplinary action
against the former legislator, had said he was personally hurt after hearing the com-
ments of Randhawa.

He said the remarks "are totally against the basic principles of the party which
believes in respecting all faiths and taking everyone along in accordance with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's slogan of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and Sabka Vishwas'
(inclusive development)".

Randhawa's remarks caused outrage across Jammu and Kashmir with people
demanding action against him in accordance with the law.

National Conference vice president Omar Abdullah has said, "So good to see this
man making friends with Kashmiri people! He should be made an example out of
and the law should deal with him firmly to dissuade others from being as abusive as
this man has been."

BJP spokesperson Sunil Sethi said the disciplinary committee has given an inter-
im report in view of the huge impact of reckless statement of Randhawa and the bad
name it has brought to the party.

He said the report has recommended to immediately relieve him of all official party
positions pending finalising of disciplinary proceedings.

"Party President Ravinder Raina agreed with the report and decided to take strict
and strong action against Randhawa without wasting any time as party believes in
respecting all religions particularly women.

"And it is unacceptable to party that a person occupying high position in party may
makes statement which will hurt religious sentiments of anyone," Sethi, who is also
chairman of the three-member disciplinary committee, said in a statement.

He welcomed the registration of the FIR against Randhawa.

LG congratulates NEET...
environment at home and everybody always supported me I could say that they are

my role models, said Gupta, who studied at KC Public school in Jammu till Class
10 before moving to Delhi's DPS, R K Puram, to complete his Class 12 examina-
tion.

Gupta said he is very thankful to his teachers for guidance and also the friends for
providing him moral support.

The feeling is simply amazing and cannot be described in words, he said, adding:
When he was done with the 10th class board examination, my parents decided to
send me to Delhi for further studies and tried my best to give what I can give.

His parents, Akshay Gupta and Shivali Gupta, who are both doctors, said it was
the toughest decision of their life to send their son to Delhi for studies and their deci-

sion was based on his Class 10 results when he scored 100 per cent marks in both
science and mathematics.

We were not expecting such a wonderful result but it is the grace of god. When we
discussed sending him to Delhi, my husband helped me to overcome the emotions.
We are very thankful to my parents, who are also doctors, and took proper care of
him during his stay in Delhi, Shivali Gupta said.

Akshay Gupta said his son is the role model for everyone in the family and his suc-
cess is his ability to set targets and achieve those targets within a time limit.

He is very dedicated, hardworking and has another quality which is setting targets
for a day and completing those targets within the deadline, he said, expressing pride
for his extraordinary feat which they have never dreamt off.

Tanmay Gupta, who loves swimming, light-hearted TV serials and reading novels,
has a message to the students to work hard and remain consistent. Stick to the
NCERT textbooks and do your best without caring for the results.

Man arrested in...
with Surankote forest in Poonch and nearby Thanamandi in Rajouri district

entered the 23rd day on Tuesday.
The operation started in Surankote forest on October 11 following the killing of

five soldiers, including a Junior Commissioned Officer, and was subsequently
extended to Mendhar to neutralise the fleeing terrorists where another encounter
took place on October 14 leaving four soldiers, including another JCO, killed.

Pakistani terrorist Zia Mustafa, who was shifted from Kot Bhalwal Central Jail
Jammu to Mendhar on police remand for questioning in connection with the opera-
tion, was killed when the security forces accompanying him to identify a hideout
came under fire from hiding terrorists on October 24.

The questioning of Arafat revealed his links with Mustafa, who is the alleged mas-
termind in the March 2003 Nadimarg massacre of 24 Kashmiri Hindus, and his
handlers across the border, the officials said, without giving further details.

Arafat was detained by a police party from Kathmandu in Nepal along with
Mohammad Noor of Gulhutta-Mendhar and Mohammad Rashid of Bhatti Durrian
while they were on their way to Saudi Arabia.

The trio were detained for questioning after information was received that they
were in touch with terrorists hiding in Bhatti Durrian and were planning to escaped
outside the country, the officials said.

They said a few more detained persons are likely to be arrested for providing sup-
port to the terrorists voluntarily, while those found innocent have been released.

On October 31, authorities opened a stretch of Jammu-Rajouri national highway
passing along the cordoned-off forest area after remaining closed for over two
weeks.

The traffic between Bhimber Gali in Mendhar and Jera Wali Gali in Surankote
along Jammu-Rajouri national highway was suspended on October 15 as a precau-
tionary measure in view of the ongoing operation.

The officials said the search operation deep inside the forest area was continuing
but there was no breakthrough against the holed-up terrorists who are avoiding
direct contact with the search parties and are on the run taking advantage of the
thick foliage, natural caves and difficult terrain.

The contact with the hiding terrorists was only established twice on October 11 at
Surankote and Thanamandi and again at Bhatti Durrian on October 14, the offi-
cials said, adding after the fresh firing on October 24 in Bhatti Durrian which left
the Pakistani terrorist killed, there was no contact with the terrorists.

A terrorist hideout was busted on October 26 during the operation, leading to the
recovery of an AK assault rifle with a magazine, 29 rounds, two grenades and two
detonators besides some blankets, tiffins, two pairs of shoes, two syringes and four
biscuit packets.

Rajouri and Poonch in Jammu region have witnessed a rise in infiltration attempts
since June this year, resulting in the killing of nine terrorists in separate encounters.

India saw 125...
of 2020; 16 in 2019; 17 in 2018 and 12 in 2017, according to IMD data.
The meteorological department said the causes of disastrous weather episodes

included the late withdrawal of the monsoon, a higher-than-normal number of low-
pressure systems during the period and the interaction of active western distur-
bances with low-pressure systems in October.

Nine low-pressure systems, including two cyclones, one deep depression and six
lows, affected the country during the period.

Unprecedented extremely heavy rain in Uttarakhand on October 18 and 19
claimed 79 lives. The Himalayan state received 203.2 mm rainfall against the nor-
mal of 35.3 mm in October.

Heavy to extremely heavy rain during October 17-19 due to interaction of a low-
pressure area and an intense western disturbance caused flash floods and landslides
in Uttarakhand and riverine flooding in west Uttar Pradesh.

Rainfall recorded below 15 mm is considered light, between 15 and 64.5 mm mod-
erate, between 64.5 mm and 115.5 mm heavy, between 115.6 and 204.4 is very
heavy. Anything above 204.4 mm is considered extremely heavy rainfall.

The southwest monsoon withdrew from the entire country on October 25 against
the normal date of October 15, making it the seventh-most delayed retreat since
1975.

The country received "normal" rainfall during the four-month southwest monsoon
season from June to September -- 87 cm against the Long Period Average (LPA) of
88 cm of 1961-2010 (99 per cent of its LPA).

This is the third consecutive year that the country recorded rainfall in the normal
or above-normal category. Rainfall was above normal in 2019 and 2020.
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STATE TIMES NEWS 
UDHAMPUR:  District
Legal Services Authority,
Udhampur under the guid-
ance of Chairman and
overall supervision of its
Secretary, Rajni Sharma
(Sub-Judge) on Tuesday
organised a campaign on
"Legal Awareness on
Empowerment of Women".

The aim of the
Programme was to raise

Awareness about the Legal
Rights of Women. The
DLSA Udhampur organ-
ised a programme through
Physical Mode on the sub-
ject here at the Conference
Hall of the Deputy
Commissioner Office.

The Resource Persons of
the Programme were
Lawyers Advocate Shallu
Khajuria and Advocate
Vijay Lakshmi.

The resource persons
highlighted the issues
faced by the Women. The
Child programme officer,
Aganwari Workers and 155
Female Teachers of differ-
ent Schools of the District
were also present in the
Programme. The
Secretary, while thanking
the Lawyer and the teach-
ers, threw light on the
Legal Rights of the women
in the society and stressed
upon the need to safeguard
all basic rights which are
vital to a human life espe-
cially to Women.
Chairman, TLSC,
Ramnagar, Smriti Sharma
(Sub Judge), Chairman
TLSC Chenani Amandeep
kour (Munsiff), Chairman
TLSC Majalta Priyanka
Mahajan (Munsiff) had
joined the programme
through virtual mode.

DLSA Udhampur holds awareness
event on Legal Rights of Women

DLSA Secy, Rajni Sharma (Sub-Judge) hosting the event.

STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH:  Deputy
Commissioner Poonch, Inder
Jeet on Tuesday discussed
measures to curb illegal min-
ing in the district here at a
Multi Departmental District
Level Task Force meeting.

The meeting also discussed
the process of issuance of
NOCs for E-Auction of
Rajpura Limestone Block at
Mandi.

The Deputy Commissioner
impressed upon the  con-
cerned departments to take
all the necessary steps need-
ed for facilitation of mining
leases of E-Auction for proj-
ect proponents.

The DDC asked the mem-
bers of the District Task
Force Committee to work in
close coordination to keep
check on illegal mining in the
district. He asked the SSP
Poonch to facilitate all possi-

ble support to the checking
squads to put in place a
robust and formidable mech-
anism against those
indulging in illegal mining.
He asked the committee
including representatives of
Pollution Control Board, rev-
enue, DMO and SHO con-
cerned to ensure coherence
and vitality of the whole
process and report within10
days. He said directed evic-
tion of all Stone Crushers
built on state land and seal-
ing of those functioning with-
out GST bill.

The DC directed the irriga-
tion department to demar-
cate all kuls and Canals in
coordination with concerned
Tehsildars.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Dr.Vinod Kumar;
Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Dr. Basharat
Hussain; Assistant
Commissioner Revenue,
Zaheer Ahmed Kaifi;
Tehsildar Haveli, Anjum
Bashir Khan Khattak;
Headquarter Assistant,
Jahangir Hussain;
Tehsildar Mandi, Shazad

Latief Khan; District
Mining Officer,  Javid Iqbal;
XEN PHE, Rajesh Sethi;
Range Officer, Nisaar
Hussain; AD Fisheries,
Bashir Ahmed besides all
concerned officers attended
the meeting.

DC asks for taking stern action against illegal
river bed extraction in Poonch

DC Poonch, Inder Jeet chairing a meeting.

AYUSH, ICDS celebrate
Ayurveda Day 

STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: AYUSH and
ICDS on Tuesday celebrated
6th National AYURVEDA
Day here in the premises of
Mini secretariat Kishtwar.

The program started with
the welcome address by
District Nodal officer Ayush,
Dr Taraq Hussain.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Kishori Lal
Sharma was the Chief Guest.

Medical Officer Dr Monika
Sharma Medical Officer Dr
Juneed Iqbal and besides
Mosin, Health and Nutrition
Mobilizer spoke on the rele-
vance of National Ayurveda
Day and  Poshan  respective-
ly.

Later, Nutritional kits
were distributed among 150
beneficiaries, staff and locals
in the presence of the Chief
Guest.  Meanwhile, the
AYURVEDA Day was also
celebrated by all the AYUSH
dispensaries of Kishtwar.

STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Deputy
Commissioner, Udhampur
Indu Kanwal Chib on
Monday flagged off an
Ambulance equipped with
basic life support for cater-
ing to emergency situations
on Udhampur-Chenani
stretch of National
Highway.

Speaking to Media , the
DC apprised that the
Ambulance has been donat-
ed by National Highway
Authority of India on the
request of District
Administration. The DC
added that 3 Ambulances
are already stationed on

Udhampur, Chenani NH
stretch and also thanked the
UT Government, NHAI
for donating this
Ambulance. The DC said
the Udhampur
Administration is commit-
ted to strengthen the infra-
structure facilities on NH.

Among others, Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Mohammad Syed
Khan,DHO, Dr Mohd
Yaseen, Secretary, District
Red Cross Society and other
officers besides representa-
tives of NHAI were present
on the occasion.

NHAI donates Ambulance to
Udhampur Administration

NHAI officials handing-over keys to DC Indu Kanwal.

STATE TIMES NEWS
DODA: District Development
Council Chairman Dhananter
Singh Kotwal on Tuesday
reviewed physical achieve-
ments of works taken up under
DDC, BDC and PRI grants
here at a meeting held in the
hall of DC offices complex.

Status of work wise tender-
ing process, allotment of
works, works started on
ground and works completed
were discussed in detail in the
meeting. While reviewing
RDD sector projects, it was
given out that out of 1420
works 1315 have been estimat-
ed and of these 1285 have been
accorded Administrative
Approvals, while 319 have
been allotted.

Under the School education
sector, 9 works of construction
and procurement nature were
identified. It was informed
that procurement of comput-
ers etc shall be done once the
department receives pending
50% funds. On identified civil
works, which cannot be taken
up due to some disputes, the
DDC chairman asked
Education and PWD to
resolve the issues locally in
consultation with DDC mem-
bers. While reviewing Jal
Shakti and PDD it was given
out that maximum of the
works have been allotted and
procurement is under process.
The works shall be completed
before 31st December this
year.

It was further informed that
in the PWD sector  out of 4
works, 1 has been tendered till
date. Forest department was
assigned 5 works which have
been tendered  and shall be
allotted soon. Health depart-
ment was assigned 5 works of
purchase nature and 2 civil
works. The procurement of
Ambulances would be done
through State Motor Garages
by the end of this month, while
building works have been
started by PWD.

Vice Chairperson DDC,
Sangeeta Rani, while address-
ing the meeting, stressed on
early tendering of the
approved works for their time-
ly completion. She urged for
conducting fortnightly reviews

and addressing issues for time-
ly completion of works .

The Chairman urged the
officers and Engineering
department to work in synergy
and gear up the men and
machinery for coming up to
the expectations of the people.

The meeting was attended
by ADDC Doda Mohammad
Hanief Malik; CPO Doda
Parshotam Kumar; ACD
Doda Mohammad Idrees
Lone; Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat
Ashfaq Ahmad Khanji; SE
PWD, SE PDD, DEPO
Doda, DIO Doda, DYSSO
Doda, XENs of PWD, Jal
Shakti & REW, AD Planning
RDD, Besides, other officials
of the RDD department.

DDC Chairman Doda reviews physical status of works under PRI grants

Crop damage: DC
Reasi sanctions Rs
8.13 Lakh relief in

favour of 340 farmers
STATE TIMES NEWS

REASI: Deputy
Commissioner Reasi, S.
Charandeep Singh on
Tuesday sanctioned an
amount of Rs. 4.63,830
Lakh relief under SDRF in
favour of 161 farmers whose
crop was damaged due to the
recent hailstorm, taking the
total relief amount paid to
the farmers in past one week
to Rs. 8.13 lakh.

An amount of Rs. 3.50
Lakh (Three Lakh Fifty
Thousand One Hundred
Sixty Eight) was sanctioned
in favour of 179 beneficiaries
on October 28, 2021.

The relief amount is being
credited into the respective
bank accounts of the eligible
beneficiaries through DBT
mode.

On the directions of the
Deputy Commissioner, an
extensive field survey was
conducted jointly by the
Revenue and Agriculture
Department to ascertain the
extent of damage to the
crops.  The joint team con-
ducted the survey in affect-
ed villages of the District
where the standing crop was
damaged due to hailstorm
and subsequently the relief
cases were prepared and
sanctioned.
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