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On Bihar trip, Vice President calls for making BJ
the best of modernity & tradition

m STATE TIMES NEWS
PATNA/RAJGIR/MOTIHA
RI: Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Sunday
called for unreservedly
embracing modern innova-
tions in the economic sphere
while, at the same time,
remaining mindful of the
ancient Hindu and Buddhist
traditions that stressed on
happiness, not just comfort .

Naidu, who was on a tour of
Bihar, shared his thoughts at
a symposium he inaugurated
in Rajeir, organised by the
Nalanda International
University, and earlier in
Motihari where he addressed
the second convocation of
Rajendra Agriculture
University.

The audience got a taste of
his penchant for alliterations
and rhythms, for which he
was renowned during his
active political career, as the
vice-president lamented
today, there is too much ten-
sion. There is no attention,
only pretension .

India condemns assassination
attempt on Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: India on
Sunday strongly con-
demned an assassination
attempt using armed
drones on Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimi, and said terror-
ism and violence have no
place in any civilised soci-
ety.

Kadhimi survived the
attack early on Sunday.
Drones laden with explo-
sives were used to target
his  residence inside
Baghdad's high-security
Green Zone area.

"We strongly condemn
the assassination attempt
by drone attack today
morning on the Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa

al-Kadhimi,"  External
Affairs Ministry
spokesperson  Arindam

Bagechi said.

"Terrorism and violence
have no place in any
civilised society. They
cannot be allowed to
undermine peace and sta-
bility in Iraq," he said.

According to reports, six
of Prime Minister
Kadhimi's security guards
were injured in the
attack.

"We express our con-
cerns for the casualties
caused by the attack and
reiterate our support for
the democratic process in
Iraq," Bagchi said,
responding to media
queries on the assassina-
tion attempt.

)

At the symposium in
Rajgir, which was based on
the theme of Dharma
Dhamma traditions' role in
building the post-COVID
world order , Naidu held
forth on the stress laid by
Hindu and Buddhist tradi-
tions on nature and culture
for a better future .

He also underscored that
the ancient Indian civilisa-
tion stood for peace and wel-
fare of all, as opposed to
aggression and encroach-
ment , and the thrust was on
ensuring that people were
happy, which is something
greater than acquiring com-

Prisoner

u STATE TIMES NEWS
FARRUKHABAD (UP): A
prisoner was allegedly killed
and about 30 policemen
injured in a clash at a district
jail here on Sunday after the
death of another man due to
dengue.

The prisoners allegedly
hurled stones at policemen
and started a fire in the jail
after hearing about the death
of an inmate, identified as
Sandeep Yadav, in Saifai

Medical College due to
dengue.
The  police, however,

claimed that another prison-
er, Shivam, who died later,
was also suffering from an

u STATE TIMES NEWS
LUCKNOW: Recalling the
violence in Lakhimpur Kheri,
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
said farmers would not get
justice as long as the BJP's
"triple-engine"  government
remains in power.

Along with the BJP-run gov-
ernments at the Centre and in
Uttar Pradesh, Yadav counted
as the third engine Union
Minister Ajay mishra, whose
son Ashish Mishra was arrest-
ed in connection with the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence.

The Samajwadi Party (SP)
leader was speaking at the
'Janadesh Maharally' held in
Ambedkarnagar district,
where he formally inducted
senior BSP leaders Lalji
Verma and Ramachal Rajbhar

forts .

We need a world where
competition gives way to
compassion, wealth makes
way for health, consumerism
gives way to spirituality and
supremacy and dominance
yield to peaceful co-existence
, he said.

Those who were present at
the function in Rajeir includ-
ed Governor Phagu
Chauhan, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and BJP
leader Ram Madhav, whose
India Foundation is one of
the co-organisers of the
three-day conference.

The governor and the chief
minister had also accompa-
nied Naidu in Motihari,
where an extension campus
of the renowned agricultural
university based in Pusa of
Samastipur district is situat-
ed.

Besides addressing the sec-
ond convocation of the varsi-
ty since it was given the cen-
tral status, Naidu inaugurat-
ed a college named after RSS

ideologue  Deen  Dayal
Upadhyay, where courses
would be offered in horticul-
ture and forestry.

The new institution will
also serve as a centre of excel-
lence in the field of embryo
transfer technology and
preservation, and improve-
ment centre for indigenous
cattle breeds.

In his convocation address,
Naidu called upon students
to work for passion, not for
fashion or notion .

He stressed on the need for
innovations in agriculture,
adopting artificial intelli-
gence which the developed
world had taken to in a big
way, and hailed the role
played by farmers in ensur-
ing food security even during
the trying times of Covid .

He suggested that agricul-
tural universities take active
interest in setting up cooper-
atives in their vicinity, there-
by giving a boost to enter-
prise in the sector, which
would give a fillip to employ-

ment generation.

The slogan should now be
Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai
Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan,
said Naidu, highlighting the
role of technology and inno-
vation in modern world.

The vice president, who had
arrived in Bihar on Saturday,
left after the function in

Before leaving Patna for
the day's engagements,
Naidu was called on at the
Raj Bhavan by Major
General Rajpal Punia, who
presented him with a copy of
his book Operation Khukhri:
the bravest peacekeeping
mission abroad .

He (Punia) co-authored the
book with his daughter
Damini Punia. It chronicles
the suceessful rescue mission
of over 200 Indian peace-
keepers who were sent to
Sierra Leone in 2000 by the
UN to help the government
there in tackling the rebel
group, Revolutionary United
Front, Naidu tweeted.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Assembly
elections in five states on its
mind, the BJP's national
executive meeting here on
Sunday saw Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath proposing the
party's political resolution
that praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership,
with the chief ministers of the
three other states pitching in
as well.

The resolution also accused
the opposition of "oppor-
tunism" and acting with a
mindset of "extreme hate",
while predicting a big win for
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur due to the develop-
ment works of its state gov-
ernments and the party's
organisational strength.

Asked about the decision to
pick Adityanath to propose
the  resolution, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman retorted, "Why
not", while praising his work
as chief minister and noting
that he heads India's largest

dies, 30 cops injured in clash at UP jail

ailment and lost his life while
being taken to the hospital on
Sunday.

But in a purported video
which surfaced on social
media, Shivam claimed
before his death that he suf-
fered a bullet injury.

The incident took place on
Sunday morning, when the
inmates started pelting
stones at the policemen after
they learnt about the death
of Yadav, who was admitted
to Saifai Medical College a
few days ago as he was suf-
fering from dengue.

The video purportedly
showing Shivam claiming
that he was hit by a bullet

in the party fold.

Verma was the leader of
BSP legislature party in the
state assembly and Rajbhar
state chief of BSP before they
were expelled for "anti-party”
activities.

In 2017 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections, Verma
had won from Katehari seat,
while Rajbhar won from

Mental health of person cannot be compressed
into one size fits all approach: SC

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The mental
health of a person cannot be
compressed into a "one size
fits all' approach, the
Supreme Court has said
while setting aside an order
of the Karnataka High
Court which quashed erimi-
nal proceedings against a
government official in a
case of abetment of suicide.

A bench of justices D Y
Chandrachud and B V
Nagarathna said the obser-
vation of the high court that
there is no material to cor-
roborate the allegations
made in the suicide note is
€rroneous.

"The Single Judge, other
than deciding on the merits
of the case while exercising
the power under Section
482 of the CrPC, has also
made observations dimin-
ishing the importance of
mental health. The mental
health of a person cannot be
compressed into a one size
fits all approach,” the bench
said.

The apex court said it is
not a consideration for the
high court while exercising
its power under Section 482
of the CrPC, particularly in
view of the fact that the
trial has not begun.

The top court said the
Single Judge of the high
court has termed a person
who decided to commit sui-
cide a 'weakling' and has
also made observations on
how the behavior of the

deceased before he commit-
ted suicide was not that of a
person who is depressed and

suffering from mental
health issues.
"Behavioural  scientists

have initiated the discourse
on the heterogeneity of
every individual and have
challenged the traditional
notion of 'all humans behave
alike'. Individual personali-
ty differences manifest as a
variation in the behavior of
people.

"Therefore, how an indi-
vidual copes up with a
threat- both physical and
emotional, expressing (or
refraining to express) love,
loss, sorrow and happiness,
varies greatly in view of the
multi-faceted nature of the
human mind and emotions.
Thus, the observations
describing the manner in
which a depressed person
ought to have behaved
deeply diminishes the gravi-
ty of mental health issues,"
the bench in its recent
judgement said.

The top court's judgement
came on an appeal filed by
Karnataka against the high
court decision to quash a
case of abetment of suicide
against a government offi-
cer.

The government officer's
driver died by suicide and
left a note in which referred
to the illegal activities of the
accused in amassing wealth
in excess of Rs. 100 crores,
converting black money into

white and transferring
funds from the bank
account of the deceased
through his mobile to the
accounts of the relatives of
the accused.

The bench said that the
high court by its order has
prevented the completion of
the investigation in the com-
plaint pending on the file of
the IInd Additional Civil
Judge (Junior Division)
and JMFC Court, Maddur,
Mandya District.

"The alleged suicide is of a
person who was working as
a driver of a Special Land
Acquisition Officer, who is a
public servant and against
whom serious and grave
allegations of amassing
wealth disproportionate to
the known sources of
income were made by the
deceased.

"The suicide note contains
a detailed account of the
role of the accused in the
events which led to the
deceased committing sui-
cide.

These are matters of
investigation and possibly
trial," the apex court said.

The top court said the
high court stalled the inves-
tigation by granting an
interim order of stay.

If the investigation had
been allowed to proceed,
there would have been a rev-
elation of material facts
which would aid in the trial
against the accused, the
bench said.

fired by the jailor while he
was trying to close the gates
of the barrack surfaced later
in the afternoon.

"Around 8.45 am, the dis-
trict jail officials requested
for police force. On reaching
the jail, senior officials learnt
that one Sandeep Yadav, who
was undergoing life impris-
onment in a dowry case since
2012, had got infected by
dengue on November 5. He
was referred to Saifai
Medical College, where he
died yesterday (Saturday).
Today, when tea was given to
the inmates around 8.30 am,
they attacked the deputy
jailor.

Akbarpur con-
stituency.

Meanwhile, Bahujan Samaj
Party  (BSP) supremo
Mayawati said taking BSP
"turncoats” into its fold will
not help the Samajwadi Party
increase its mass base and will
only weaken it.

Commenting  on

Assembly

the

Lakhimpur Kheri incident,

Rahul hits out at govt over
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NEW DELHI: Former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday hit out
at the government on the
issue of poverty and alleged
that those who were in the
middle-class in the country
are poor now and the poor
are being crushed now.

Taking a swipe at the gov-
ernment over a media
report that claimed that in
the last eight years the
poor in the country are ris-
ing rapidly, he asked where
are those who used to say
"achche din" (good days)
are coming.

"Subsequently, there was
stone pelting and arson in
the barrack, and this was
done by inmates with a crim-
inal mindset. The police force
then managed to control the
situation. In this, 30 police-
men were injured, and the
deputy jailor, too, was
attacked by the inmates,"
Superintendent of Police
Ashok Kumar Meena told
reporters earlier in the day.

A fire brigade had to be
called after the inmates
resorted to arson. Heavy
police force was deployed
to control the situation,
police said.

Director

General Jail

Yadav said it was unforget-
table, and that the tragedy
was the doing of the Center
and the state, which were
assisted in it by Ajay Mishra,

who hails from the area.
Eight people, including four
farmers, were Kkilled in

Lakhimpur Kheri district
after being allegedly hit by a
vehicle that was ecarrying
workers of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
October 3.

"The farmers are our back-
bone, who give support to the
economy, and are our 'annada-
ta', but the BJP government
has cheated them and has
done injustice to them, the SP
chief said.

He also went on to attack
'Ujwala  Yojana', Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

The report claimed that
in 2020, 7.6 crore people
have gone below the pover-
ty line and the number of
poor is increasing.

"Those in the middle-class
earlier are now poor. Those
who were poor are now

Anand Kumar, when con-
tacted, told PTI, "The DIG
Jail is conducting an
administrative inquiry.
Judicial inquiry as per
CrPC will also take place
sinece an inmate has died in
the incident in the jail."
District Magistrate
Sanjay Kumar Singh said
the guilty will be punished
after investigation.
Deputy Inspector
General (Prisons) VP
Tripathi arrived at the jail
in the evening and said the
entire matter will be inves-
tigated and action will be
initiated against those

found guilty.

Farmers will not get justice till BJP is in power: Akhilesh

flagship scheme for distribu-
tion of LIPG cylinders to poor
households.

"Due to price rise, the
"Ujjwala Yojana' has become
'bujwalla’ (damp  squib)
yojana'. And our Baba chief
minister' sometimes is afraid
of red colour. Our CM in order
to reduce the price rise can
change the colour of the c¢ylin-
der or its name," he said.

Yadav said the recent slash-
ing in prices of petrol and
diesel was owing to the BJP's
loss in by-polls, and said they
will come down further still if
they lose the UP polls.

He stressed the coming elec-
tion in the state was crucial for
democracy, and invoked B R
Ambedkar to say the country
needs to be run according to
the constitution as drafted by

poverty issue

being crushed. Where are
those who used to say that
'achche din' (good days) are
coming," he asked in a
tweet in Hindi.

The Congress on its offi-
cial Twitter aceount also
alleged that people have
lost their better days while
waiting for 'achche din' to
come.

Gandhi made an apparent
reference to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's remarks
ahead of the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections where he
used the slogan "achche
din" are coming” in his poll
campaign.

state.

The resolution was largely
devoted to lauding Prime
Minister Modi's leadership
over a range of issues - from
the COVID-19 vaccination
programme to his stand on
climate change - with
Sitharaman asserting that his
government has restored faith
in governance in India and
built the country's image
abroad.

India has played an active
role in the domain of foreign
policies and ensured that it is
heard, she told reporters.

The resolution said India is
setting new standards of suc-
cess globally under Modi but
the opposition is solely acting
out of "extreme hate", alleging
that it was busy derailing the
COVID-19 vaceination pro-
gramme by making every
effort and conspiracies and
spreading disinformation.

"Opposition parties prac-
tised opportunistic polities.
They never hit the road dur-
ing the pandemic and con-
fined themselves to Twitter to
spread suspicion," she said in

P resolution praises Modi’s leadership,
accuses opposition of opportunism

the briefing on the resolution.

The resolution also attacked
West Bengal's ruling
Trinamool ~ Congress for
"sponsored violence" against
BJP workers in the state and
vowed to ensure justice
through legal means.

Tamil Nadu BJP president
K Annamalai seconded the
resolution moved by
Adityanath with Union minis-
ters G Kishan Reddy, who is
from Telangana, and Ashwini
Viashnaw, MP from Odisha,
also speaking.

It said the BJP put up an
admirable performance in the
assembly polls in five states,
Bihar, Assam, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala and West
Bengal, and numerous
bypolls and local elections,
claiming that this shows the
party-run  governments and
bodies have lived up to peo-
ple's expectations.

Asked if there was any ref-
erence to the recent by-elec-
tion results, which have been
a mixed bag for the party,
Sitharaman said there was no
specific discussion on them.

Punjab cabinet approved reduction in
interest on enhancement from allottees

= STATE TIMES NEWS

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab Cabinet on Sunday gave nod
for the reduction in the interest to be charged on the enhance-
ment amount recovered from allottees of the development

authority Improvement Trust.

The rate of interest to be charged on the enhancement recov-
erable will be reduced from 15 per cent to 7.5 per cent. This
decision was taken in the cabinet meeting chaired by Chief

Minister Charanjit Singh.

Addressing the media, Channi said the landowners usually
approach the courts for enhancement of the compensation for
their land acquired for setting up residential colonies by the
state-owned development authorities.

The enhancement is the amount which is decided by the
courts and it is over and above the compensation already given
to the land owners for their land acquired.

According to a spokesperson of the Chief Minister's Office,

around 40,000 families

under various

schemes of

Improvement Trusts would be benefitted by this decision.

the founding fathers.

"This is also an election to
save democracy and the con-
stitution," he said.

Yadav said the country got a
bad reputation around the
world because of the BJP's
"poor handling of COVID-19
pandemic".

He sharpened his attack
against the current chief min-
ister for his promise to distrib-
ute laptops to students, saying
the world has moved on since
and people are carrying com-
puters in their pockets in the
form of phones.

He exhorted people to not
look up to a leader who does
not know how to operate a lap-
top -- referring apparently to
Yogi Adityanath.

He also challenged the gov-
ernment, to reveal the figures

for the number of laptops dis-
tributed in the last four-and-
half years the BJP has been in
power in the state.

The SP chief lambasted the
government for highlighting
its achievement in generating
employment through adver-
tisementss in Delhi and asked
people how many of them got
any jobs.

He claimed that if the SP
was in power, the Purvanchal
Expressway would have been
completed in less time, and
said the BJP government
could never finish the Agra-
Lucknow Expressway in four-
and-half years.

Yadav also hit out at the dis-
investment policies of the
BJP-run Union government
and likened them with those of
the East India Company’s.

NIA arrests Maoist for furthering
activities of CPI(Maoist)

m STATE TIMES NEWS

KOCHI: The NIA on Sunday arrested a Maoist for his alleged
participation in the arms training camp of the CPI(Maoist) in
2016 and supporting and furthering the activities of the out-
lawed organisation, an official said.

R Ragavendran, 32, is a resident of Tamil Nadu's Vellore
district, an official of the premier investigation agency said.

He was arrested for his participation in the arms training
camp of CPI( Maoist) in 2016 and supporting and furthering
the activities of CPI( Maoist), the official said.

The case, registered in September 2017 in Malappuram,
Kerala, relates to the conduct of a training camp, including
arms training, flag hoisting and celebrations of the formation
day of CPI(Maoist) in September 2016 in Nilambur forest
and engaging in anti-national activities threatening the unity,
integrity and security of India, he said.

Nine accused have been arrested till now in this case, the
NIA official said, adding further investigation continues.

BJP national executive should speak on India-China border issues: Cong
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NEW DELHI: Questioning
the BJP's "silence" on border
issues with China, the
Congress on Sunday dubbed
the ruling party as "pseudo
nationalist" and asked if it
would speak out the "truth"
about the "threat on our bor-
ders" and China's growing
influence in the neighbour-
hood.

Congress  spokesperson
Pawan Khera cited a news
report about China getting
active and building infra-
structure in Chumbi valley
which poses a serious threat
to the Siliguri corridor that
connects the northeastern
states to the rest of the coun-
try.

"Today we demand from the
so-called national executive
of this pseudo nationalists'

party to come out and say
something on China and
share with the country the
deadline on when will you be
able to push China back from
our territory and what are
you doing to reduce Chinese
influence in our neighbour-
hood," he told reporters.

He said the developments
in Afghanistan are only help-
ing Pakistan and China, wile
India pays a price for what-
ever happens in its neigh-
bourhood.

"But, we don't hear a word
being spoken by this govern-
ment," he said.

"This is an occasion to ask
the pseudo nationalist"
whether they will open their
mouth and say something on
the growing threat from
China across all our borders,"
he asked at a press confer-

ence, after the BJP's nation-
al executive meeting here.

Earlier in the day, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju hit out
at the Congress for allegedly
quoting a foreign media
report to question the "eredi-
bility" of the government on
the India-China border issue.

In a series of tweets, the
BJP leaders claimed that
"some mischievous media"
wrote in bold that China has
built a village inside
Arunachal "and then slightly
mentioned 'at the area occu-
pied by China in 1959"
What's your purpose?"

Rijiju said that "these peo-
ple" deliberately don't believe
the Indian Army but quickly
quoted a foreign story to
"create a misleading headline
to question the credibility of
our government and strength

of our army with a malicious
motive to demoralise the
nation".

He also once again posted a
short video of the then
defence minister AK
Antony's purported remarks
on China in Lok Sabha dur-
ing the Congress-led UPA
rule.

In a 2013 clip, Antony told
the House that independent
India had a policy for many
years that the best defence is
not to develop the border.

An undeveloped border is
safer than a developed bor-
der, the then defence minister
said, adding that China on
the other had improved its
infrastructure on the border.

The Congress had on
Saturday sought an apology
from Prime Minister Modi
and asked him to "withdraw"

his "clean chit" to China as it
cited a Pentagon report that
claims China has entered 4.5
km into Arunachal Pradesh.

"Why is the Indian govern-
ment silent. The prime min-
ister does not open his mouth
and does not listen to the
experts, veterans and the
opposition and instead gives
a clean chit to China," Khera
asked on Sunday.

"The massive price the
country has paid due to this
clean chit will go down in his-
tory as the biggest blunder of
this prime minister;," he also
said.

He said that trade with
China has increased by 67
percent since last year and
claimed it reflected the BJP's
pseudo nationalism as "they
are not concerned about the
safety of our borders".



