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To live is to find out for yourself what is true, and you can do this

only when there is freedom, when there is continuous revolution

inwardly, within yourself. -Jiddu Krishnamurti

National Press Day is symbolic of a free and responsible press in India.
This was the day on which the Press Council of India started function-
ing as a moral watchdog to ensure that not only did the press maintain

the high standards expected from this powerful medium but also that it was
not fettered by the influence or threats of any extraneous factors. Though
there are several Press or Media Councils world over, the Press Council of
India is a unique entity in as much as this is the only body to exercise an
authority even over the instruments of the State in its duty to safeguard the
independence of the press. The Press Council of India celebrated National
Press Day on theme "The Media's Role in Nation Building" at SCOPE con-
vention centre in New Delhi today. The Union Minister of Information &
Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Singh Thakur was the chief
guest at the event and released the "Norms of Journalistic Conduct, 2022".
Celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav marking 75th year of India's inde-
pendence, the dignitaries deliberated on the topic 'the Role of Media in Nation
Building' to appreciate, analyse and ascertain the plausible ways that may
pave the way towards preserving the standards of Indian media which is cel-
ebrated as the fourth pillar of the Democracy.  Delivering inaugural address,
the Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports,
Anurag Singh Thakur complimented Swapan Dasgupta for his erudite views,
expressed eloquently, on the theme of today's deliberations - "The Media's
Role in Nation Building". The Union Minister stated "This is a solemn occa-
sion to pay our humble tribute to stalwarts who made the Press a powerful
voice and a worthy Fourth Pillar of our democracy." He further added "The
intimate involvement of towering leaders of our struggle for independence
with the Press propelled them to ensure Freedom of the Press was enshrined
through constitutional provisions. The birth of the Press Council of India
came much later, but the impulse was the same, to ensure democracy is safe-
guarded and strengthened. The Union Minister further said, "Regrettably,
within a decade of the Press Council of India coming into existence as a
Lighthouse for Press Freedom, it was abolished during the Emergency along
with the suspension of Fundamental Rights. It is a matter of pride for me that
the council was revived through a fresh Act of Parliament steered by none
other than L K Advani as Minister for Information & Broadcasting. As a
nation we have not looked back since then, though there have been setbacks
by way of unacceptable restrictions like those imposed by 66A of the IT Act.
It was justifiably struck down by the Supreme Court. Over the last 75 years,
as democracy has flourished in our great nation, so has media." Thakur
expressed happiness that Prime Minister Narendra Modi led Government has
made the information landscape more robust by streamlining governance
norms through simplified and transparent processes & wants to see media
play a greater and more constructive role in building a New India as our
nation's stature rises globally. The Union Minister said, "As with all things
that expand with speed, the expansion of media in India merits a cautionary
note. Much of the media governance structure is self-regulatory. But self-reg-
ulatory does not mean licence to err and err intentionally. That would erode
media credibility. Bias and prejudice must be abjured. It is for media to
reflect and self-introspect on how to immunise itself from the virus of
Infodemic which continues to inflict malicious disinformation on societies
across geographies. A related twin-concern is that of paid news and fake
news. Similarly, clickbait journalism, made fashionable by social media, con-
tributes nothing to media credibility; it contributes even less to nation-build-
ing. Media must not allow the space for responsible, fair and balanced jour-
nalism be occupied by others."
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The Nation is taking giant leaps
multi-dimensionally, striding to
realise the fullest potential of

proud citizens. The Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav is an apt moment to intro-
spect ourselves and bring out the mass-
es' consciousness for scaling new
heights for the Nation. India's freedom
struggle has numerous sagas to reflect
the awakened consciousness of freedom
fighters that widen the scope of activi-
ties of all stakeholders in the national-
istic movement. The unsung heroes
have sacrificed their lives for the pres-
tigious realm of the motherland. The
recently celebrated 2nd 'Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas' on November 15, i.e.,
birth anniversary of Birsa Munda rec-
ollected the valour & heroic deeds of
tribal freedom fighters. Today
November 17, reminds us about sacri-
fice of courageous tribal martyrs under
the leadership of Govind Guru, fight-
ing bravely against British rulers.
Govind Guru, born in a nomadic fami-
ly in the Dungarpur-Banswara region
of Rajasthan, imbibed the teaching of
Swami Dayanand Saraswati and rose
to mobilise the Bhil tribes through
their socio-religious upliftment. An
accurate propagator of Indian
Tradition & ideals, At25 years old in
1883, he founded the 'Samp Sabha' to
promote Unity & harmony among the
tribals. These socioeconomic measures
were simultaneous to the British raj's
organised loot from India and their
increasing insensitivity to the concerns
of locals & indigenous people. From
1903 onwards, Maangarh Hills became
a famous place for the annual congre-
gation in the form of a fair for Bhills &
other tribes of the region. The demand
for self-rule in India gathered enor-
mous currency in the 1st decade of the
twentieth century. Divide & Rule
Policy, the resultant Bengal partition &
wealth draining mechanism, had bust-
ed the moral foundation of the British

regime. Govind Guru had also laid
down demand to reduce the revenue
collection rate from tribals in the
famine-affected circumstances and to
stop their encroachment on religious
freedom & cultural aspect of India. As
part of the freedom struggle, the Bhill
community and other tribals engaged
in a long standoff with the British. In
1913, on the full moon day of 17th
November, Mangarh hill witnessed a
mass gathering of more than 1.5 lakh
Bhills to pay their allegiance to the
guru, to fulfill their spiritual desire &to
look for a way out to end British hege-
mony. The illegitimate revenue collec-
tion was a clear-cut exhibition of their
oppressive attitude & injustice meas-
ures. The 'Bhuretia Nhi Manu Re' (I
will not accept tyrannical rule of white
people, i.e. British) song has become a
mouthpiece for tribal people. Thus,
Govind Guru's call for taking on injus-
tice laid the foundation for Civil
Disobedience Movement against
British rule. Sensing the congregation
of such a large scale, the British deput-
ed seven companies to surround the
entire Maangarh hill and tried to sup-
press the tribal agitative measures
with a fear of bullets & cannons. The
awakened consciousness of the masses,
augmented by spirituality, seems
nowhere close to accepting the British
adherence to evacuate the hill area.
Their confidence and spirit for protect-
ing the motherland overpowered the
bullet's fear. The insensitive British
ordered the mass shooting, and in this
inhuman act, more than 1500 tribal
freedom fighters laid down their lives
this day. British moral legitimacy con-
tinuously kept eroding through the
Jallianwalla Bagh massacre after six
years of Maangarh hill incident and
other inhuman approaches & measures
to break the social & economic fabric of
India. The sacrifices of these unsung
heroes of the freedom struggle have
upscale the morals of nationalistic fra-

ternity. It has provided a lens to view
independence as a legitimate & rightful
necessity. This spirit has groomed
everyone in toto for duty-fully playing
their active role in owning a free India.
After 75 years of Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has given a
clarion call for Amrit Kaal's Panch
Pranwith the Goal of Developed India,
removing traces of a colonial mindset,
taking pride in our roots, Unity, and
inculcating a sense of duty. The indeli-
ble role of tribals' from freedom strug-
gle to nation-building, is an inspira-
tional story. Tribal culture, harmony &
sustainability with nature, environ-
ment-friendly lifestyle and zeal to pro-
tect nature are worth emulating, and
lesson for the elite class and developed
countries discussing ways & mean to
reduce carbon footprints. The recently
held 'Maangarh Dham Ki Gaurav
Gatha' event on November 1 at
Maangrah hill witnessed presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief
Ministers of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh & Gujarat, and, more impor-
tantly, the decedents of tribal freedom
fighters who have assembled in 1913
on the same hill. Now, Maangarh
Dham will be developed with the coop-
eration of State government of
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, as a national memorial
showcasing tribal legacy and their rich
cultural heritage. Its development as a
National tribal destination will become
a significant milestone in recognising
the tribal contribution in Nation
Building. Additionally, the
Government is already setting up trib-
al museums in ten states i.e.,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, MP, Chattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Goa & Kerala, to recognise the contri-
bution of tribal people to society and
increase awareness about their sacri-
fices in the freedom stsruggle. In
India's growth trajectory, leaving

behind a tribal legacy will always turn
out as a glass half-full. Now with the
initiatives taken by the Modi govern-
ment, the tribals are marching with
matched shoulders in the mainstream
development agenda of the
Government. The Nation feels elated to
have Dropdi Murmu, the 1st tribal
leader, as Republic's President. The
Union Council of Ministers is also jew-
elled with eight tribal ministers. The
pro-poor welfare measure, people-cen-
tric policies and governance approach
to achieving full saturation by extend-
ing benefits to intended beneficiaries
have facilitated their ease of living. The
building of Eklavya Modal residential
School, dedicated scholarship scheme
for students, Adivasi University,
focused emphasis on curbing sickle cell
anemia, Mission Indra Dhanush, devel-
opment through Tribal research insti-
tute, removing bamboo from the defini-
tion of a tree, Ayushman Bharat, PM
Aawas Yojna among other are helping to
bloom the potential of tribal masses.
Strengthening SC & ST (Prevention of
Atrocity) Act through amendments has
made effective deterrence to atrocities
against them. The idea of Social Justice
is getting new meaning under visionary
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.  Today we pay our homage to the
Martyrs of Maangarh by remembering
the supreme sacrifice of unsung freedom
fighters. Let's align our values with the
morals of freedom fighters to reveal alto-
gether different perspectives to building
a New India, a global leader emerging as
a pragmatic trouble-shooter on contem-
porary international challenges. Let's
scratch our past, carry forward the
indomitable legacy and learn from cul-
tural values to earn a shining future. It's
time to mindfully churn and act con-
cerned about building a developed India. 
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Remembering valorous saga of
Maangarh Dham


