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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Union Minister of State
for Finance, Dr. Bhagwat Kishanrao
on Wednesday said that Jammu and
Kashmir Bank has been doing a com-
mendable job by providing self-
employment to the youth, progress-
ing ahead with a clear digital vision,
enhancing financial awareness
among the people and deepening
financial inclusion.

The Union Minister was speaking
at an even, in the presence of MD &
CEO Baldev Prakash, General
Managers Sudhir Gupta and Syed
Rais Maqbool, organised as part of
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' at the
Bank's Corporate Headquarters. 

The function was attended by the
Bank's General Managers, DGMs,
and AGMs besides beneficiaries,
media persons and other officials of
the Bank.

On the occasion, Dr Bhagwat
Karad gave sanction letters to 16
beneficiaries financed by the Bank
under various self-employment
schemes like PMEGP, Mission Youth,
NRLM and AIF etc besides e-inau-
gurating Bank's 4 branches and 3
ATMs. He also handed over few
Micro ATMs and Bio Metric Devices
to Digi Pay Sakhis, who were on-
boarded as female Business
Correspondents of the Bank.

"The main objective of Union
Government under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is to increase finan-
cial literacy, deepen financial inclu-
sion and ensure that all the financial
transactions are done digitally across
the country. And I commend J&K

Bank for their progressive contribu-
tions in this direction", Dr Bhagwat
Karad said and expressed hope that
with strong commitment and smart
services, the Bank would surely
achieve its envisaged business goal of
Rs 4 Lac Cr in next five years.

Emphasizing upon the need to
reach out to every section of society,
Dr Karad said, "During the last cou-
ple of days here I have observed that
J&K Bank is far ahead of the lot in
implementing all the flagship
schemes of Union Government meant
for poor and marginalized ranging
from PM Jan Dhan Yojana and PM
Jeevan Jyoti Bh?ma Yojana to
PMSVANidhi. And more so the Bank
takes lead in financing the schemes
like Mumkin, Tejaswani sponsored by
the UT Government; for which I con-
gratulate the MD & CEO Baldev
Prakash and his entire staff".

While acknowledging the compre-
hensive support and quality services
the Bank is providing to people

through a wide range of its initia-
tives, Dr Karad urged the Bank's
management to continue to deepen
digital presence and enhance the
quality of services while the country
accelerates towards achieving the
twin national goals of 5 trillion dollar
economy and Digital India.

Earlier, the MoS Finance visited the
J&K Bank's Digital Banking Unit
(DBU) at Lal Chowk. He also visited
the stalls at CHQ, wherein the entre-
preneurs financed by the Bank under
various self-employment schemes
showcased their products. The stall
owners expressed their gratitude to
the Bank for providing them requi-
site support at right time of their
career.

Welcoming the visiting dignitary
on the occasion, MD & CEO Baldev
Prakash said, "Setting a target of
Rs 4 lac crore business in next five
years with annual profit of 4 thou-
sand crores, we are aiming to
improve share of rest of India in

our overall loan book to 50%
through the re-oriented business
strategy to not only increase our
business but also to diversify the
concentration risk in our core-
geography i.e. J&K and Ladakh."

He apprised the visiting dignitary
about the steps taken to align the
Bank's strategy with the national
vision of Digital India. "The idea is
to enhance the customer experience
from satisfaction to delight
through end-to-end digital solu-
tions with secure services", he said
adding, "We remain committed to
contribute our part actively in
achieving the Union Government's
vision of digital India with inclu-
sive economy. On this occasion, let
me reiterate that we will also
extend every possible support to
the UT Government's vision of sat-
urating self-employment of youth
in J&K."

The function concluded with vote
of thanks from Bank's General
Manager Syed Rais Maqbool, who
expressed his heartfelt gratitude to
the visiting dignitaries, beneficiar-
ies, media persons and all other
participants for their presence on
the occasion.

The branches commissioned
included  Ghoom Ahmadpora in
Baramulla, Saliskote in Kargil,
Kaghote in Udhampur and
Wasoora in Pulwama, while the
inaugurated ATMs are at Super
Specialty Hospital in Shireen
Bagh, Central University of
Kashmir in Ganderbal and Bhagha
in Reasi Jammu.

J&K Bank doing commendable job: Union MoS

Union Minister of State for Finance, Dr. Bhagwat Kishanrao handing-over
sanction letter to a beneficiary.
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JAMMU: Asserting that the
BJP alone can steer Jammu
and Kashmir to peace and
stability, senior party leader
Devender Singh Rana on
Wednesday lashed out at
those exploiting the people for
insulating their narrow politi-
cal agenda, bordering the
vested interest.

"While the BJP is religious-
ly working towards restoring
dignity of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, the
manipulative political class,
known for their decades long
machinations, continue to use
them for furthering their self-
centered and dubious agen-
da", Rana said while interact-
ing with several deputations
here on Wednesday.

Devender Rana said that
the strong central leadership
of the BJP has put the nation
on the path of becoming
Vishwa Guru and it alone has
the capacity to resolve the
vexed Kashmir imbroglio.
Historical measures have

already been taken to fully
integrate J&K with the rest of
the nation and efforts are now
on to make it part of the envi-
ous growth story of the coun-
try.

As a result of the various
path breaking initiatives, the
people in both the regions of
Kashmir and Jammu are feel-
ing the positives of the change
in the past few years, which is
why they seem to be deter-
mined in giving the BJP a
chance to proceed ahead with
its mission of Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas, Rana said,
adding that the change is dis-

cernible on ground zero.
While the development is
touching newer heights,
investments are hugely pour-
ing in for massive industrial-
ization, job generation and
the overall growth apart from
welfare schemes and projects
witnessing impetus in all the
regions and sub-regions with-
out discrimination or any sort
of appeasement to some at the
cost of others. 

On the security front, he
said the 'usual norm' of stone-
pelting and intermittent shut-
downs across the Valley has
become a nightmare of the
past, paving way for unprece-
dented influx of tourists
round the year, bringing cheer
on the faces of the poor and
transforming the dead econo-
my. This may be heartburn
for a few, who see their politi-
cal investment in terms of
boiling Kashmir eroding but
the man of the street is mak-
ing a comparison, the senior
BJP leader said.

Devender Rana said that

the massive outreach of the
BJP from Lakhanpur to Uri
and Gurez to Poonch has left
the political class in jittery, as
they thrived on perpetrating
negativity and promoting it to
maintain their hold on the
seat of power. For this, they
employed all the machina-
tions and eventually got
exposed before the people,
who are rightly thinking
about near normalcy dawning
in Kashmir after their depar-
ture from the scene.
Questions are being raised
about their role in disturbed
Kashmir by becoming part of
the ecosystem put in place by
forces inimical to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and
sovereignty of India, within
and from across the borders.
These self-centred political
players also feel their
birthright of ruling Jammu
and Kashmir slipping away
fast and going to the common
people. This is something they
are not reconciling with and,
as a consequence, leave no

opportunity in hoodwinking
public opinion, creating pas-
sions and distorting facts, he
said, adding that in pursuit of
being relevant to the politics,
they keep indulging in rheto-
ric.

"There are no takers for
them anymore", he added.

Rana elaborated on efforts
being made, as per the cher-
ished agenda of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on
developmental and infrastruc-
ture front, saying the estab-
lishment of IITs, IIMs, IIMS
and AIIMS will open up new
opportunities and avenues for
the youth in terms of higher
and professional education.
The aim is to ensure career
advancement of young talent-
ed boys and girls of Jammu
and Kashmir. The expansion
of infrastructure and time
bound investment will open
up new avenues of employ-
ment for the educated unem-
ployed besides skilled and
unskilled workforce, he
added.

BJP alone can steer J&K to peace, stability; solve
vexed Kashmir imbroglio: Rana
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JAMMU: Academy of
Hospital Administration
(AHA) Jammu Chapter on
Wednesday felicitated Dr
Yashpal Sharma National
President AHA India at its
Regional Office, Maternity
Hospital Gandhi Nagar
GMC Jammu. 

Dr Sharma has won the
second tenure as National
President AHA India. 

He is the son of soil and
has outstanding contribu-
tions in reshaping the AHA
House and its infrastruc-
ture at its National
Headquarters Noida New
Delhi.

He has activated AHA all
Regional Chapters and
Institutional Chapters in
the Country. During his
previous Tenure large num-
bers of members have been
enrolled.

While welcoming to Dr
Yashpal, Dr Arun Sharma

Regional Secretary AHA
Jammu Chapter called Dr
Jasbir Singh President
AHA Jammu Chapter to
present memento to the
National President. 

He also highlighted the
recent achievements of J&
K Chapter AHA under
AHA India headed by Dr
Yashpal Sharma National
President

Dr Jasbir Singh highlight-
ed the professional achieve-
ments of Dr Yashpal
Sharma during his tenure
as National President but
also his outstanding contri-
butions in the field of
Health and Medical
Education Department
from the beginning of serv-
ice career till now.

Dr Sayed Masood from
Kashmir also highlighted
the outstanding contribu-
tions and performance of Dr
Yashpal Sharma. Dr Manoj
Bhagat presented a vote of

thanks.
Dr Yashpal appreciated

each and every member of
AHA Jammu for his success
and working for the cadre
and strengthening the
health care system in J&K. 

He also appreciated In
Jammu and Kashmir
Management Development
Programmes (MDP) for
doctors and nursing profes-
sionals were organized.

Those who attended the
Facilitation Event were Dr
Jasbir Singh President
AHA Jammu Chapter, Dr
Arun Sharma Regional
Secretary, Dr Rakesh
Khajuria, Dr V K Gupta
Financial Secretary, Dr B B
Sharma,Dr Manoj Bhagat,
Dr Deepak Kumar, Dr
Jatinder Mehta, Dr Beena
Jad, Anshu Mani Sharma,
Dr Sayeed Masood from
Kashmir, Sadiq Khan, Dr
Krishan, Dr Lavika and
other members.

Dr Yashpal felicitated by
AHA Jammu Chapter

AHA Jammu Chapter members with Dr Yashpal Sharma National 
President AHA during felicitation function.
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JAMMU: State Organ and
Tissue Transplant
Organization (SOTTO) J&K
in association with Blood
Transfusion Medicine
Department, Govt. Medical
College Jammu organised a
voluntary blood donation
camp in GMC Jammu in its
last event of the month-long
celebration.

The camp was inaugurated
by Dr. Shashi Sudan
Sharma, Principal GMC
Jammu.

She informed that a month
long campaign was organised
by SOTTO to raise aware-
ness on organ donation in
general public and urged peo-
ple to take pledge for organ
donation and reduce the sup-
ply and demand gap of
organs in India.

The students and staff
from various nursing colleges

of Jammu participated in the
camp.  In all, 33 units of
blood were donated in the
camp. 

Dr. Elias Sharma, HoD
Urology and Nodal officer
SOTTO, lauded the students
on their enthusiastic partici-
pation in the event, he led
them by donating blood him-
self. 

He said that this initiative
will urges individuals to

donate Organs, Tissues and
blood to support the
Government's vision for
Mankind.

Dr. Sanjeev Puri Joint
Director SOTTO said that
donating blood is one of the
most precious gifts for
humanity and also appreciat-
ed the blood donors for their
support and participation in
making the blood donation
camp successful.

SOTTO organises blood donation camp

Principal GMC Jammu, Dr. Shashi Sudan Sharma talking
to a reporter during blood donation camp.
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JAMMU: NSS GGM Science
College Jammu under the
patronage of Principal Dr.
Rajesh Gupta and guidance of
NSS PO Dr. Deepali Mahajan
organized heritage walk and
cleanliness drive at Raghunath
Temple in collaboration with
INTACH Jammu Chapter.
The temple consists of a com-
plex of seven Hindu shrines. 

Raghunath Temple was con-
structed by the first Dogra
ruler Maharaja Gulab Singh in
the year 1835. The NSS volun-
teers also carried out cleanli-
ness drive in the temple area.

On the occasion, Advocate
Ajay Gandotra, President J&K
Dharmarth Trust, who was the
Chief Guest, flagged off the
heritage walk along with S.M
Sahni (KAS Retd), Convener
Intach Jammu Chapter, Dr
C.M Seth Co Convenor Intach
J&K, Ashok Kumar Sharma
(SSP Retd) Secretary J&K
Dharmarth Trust, Kirpal
Singh Life Member INTACH,
Dr Suvidha Khanna and Prof
Deepali Mahajan senior faculty
members. Ajay Gandotra,
asked students to consider this
temple as a marvel of the rich
heritage of the region and also
feel the essences of its religious
significance and the popularity
which this site enjoys among
the visitors coming from within
the country and even abroad.

He asked the students to visit
other temples of Dharmarth
Trust and explore their mar-
velous architecture and feel
proud to be the part and parcel
of the region having such
majestic and pristine glory.
Administrative Officer
Dharmarth Trust, Manmohan
Singh and Assistant Manager
Raghunath Temple, Sandeep
Kumar were also present.
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JAMMU: After getting disappointed over
the deceit and deception by the dynastic
political parties in J&K including NC, PDP
and Congress, the people in large numbers
are showing faith in BJP for it being the
only nationalist party with strong demo-
cratic virtues.

This was said by Yudhvir Sethi, Vice
President BJP J&K Unit during a joining
programme held at Majeen, Ragoora, here.

The programme was organized by Vinod,
Booth President in which a large number of
senior citizens including retired personnel
and local youths came under party fold
under the leadership of Yudhvir Sethi. 

Those joined the Bhartiya Janata Party
include Chuni Lal Bhagat (retired from JK
BOSE), Isher Dass (retired from BSNL),
Mast Ram (retired from PHE Deptt),
Hukam Chand, Surinder Singh Singh,
Sunil Dutta, Manoj Kumar, student,
Subash Chander, Tek Chand, Mukesh
Kumar, Tarun Bhagat, Pawan Kumar,
Vikram Bhagat and Hardeep Bhagat.

While welcoming scores of people into
BJP, Sethi said that the days are not far
when all the nationalists will join this party
because the dynastic parties' devious agen-
das have been exposed badly with people
shunning their political leadership which
never bothered to think beyond their own
petty interests. 

Sethi said that eight years of Modi rule in
the country has shown the people that it is
only BJP which can fulfill aspirations of the
nationalist people because the parties which
used to rule J&K in last 70 years have com-
promised the interests of the country and

the common masses a number of times. 
After joining the party, the new entrants

vowed to strengthen the saffron party at
the grassroots level and also promised to act
as the ambassador of the party convincing
others to become part of this political class
which in today's India is a matter of pride
and prestige, for BJP being the only
nationalist political outfit. 

Ajay Sharma, Mandal President, Sham
Naib Sarpanch, Vipin Singh, Abdul
Mehmood Choudhary, Vipin, Vinod, Booth
President Gourav and others were also
present.
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JAMMU: American Oncology
Institute (AOI), one of South
Asia's leading chains of cancer
hospitals marks its journey of 3
years with 7000+ cancer
screenings in Jammu &
Kashmir. AOI is one of the
fastest growing health care
services and is privileged to
serve the people of J&K region.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Neeraj Bishnoi, Regional COO
AOI, said, "The successfully
completion of 3 years of AOI is
a mark of dedication and pride
in providing precision cancer
care for the people in the
Jammu & Kashmir region.
Healthcare in India has experi-
enced a new wave of opportuni-
ty in the past decade. By seizing
the benefits of technology, AOI
has brought healthcare services
closer to the patients.
Continuing our commitment to
offer best-in-class clinical
expertise, technological superi-
ority, and service excellence, we
constantly enhanced opera-
tional capabilities at AOI. This

further ensures the highest
standards of patient care in
tune with the emerging require-
ments." Revolutionising cancer
treatment with first and only
PET-CT scan and much more,
AOI continues to achieve high-
er milestones. As one of the
frontrunners in precision can-
cer care delivery in Jammu &
Kashmir, American Oncology
Institute is empanelled with
Ayushman Bharat Scheme and
all leading TPAs  to offer best
cancer care Services to the
patients. Speaking on the
event, Vikrant Thakur, Facility
Director AOI Jammu, said, "It

is a momentous occasion for us
today as American Oncology
Institute (AOI), Jammu cele-
brates its 3rd anniversary since
its inception in 2019. The
patient is the focus of all our ini-
tiatives to deliver cutting-edge
treatments and bring advances
in medical technology. AOI has
always been at the forefront of
providing quality healthcare
that is on par with state-of-the-
art infrastructure and interna-
tional standards. We aim to
deliver high-quality, faster
patient outcomes and constant-
ly strive to make healthcare
accessible for all."
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JAMMU: Under the guidance
of Patron-in-Chief JKLSA, the
Chief Justice, Justice Ali
Mohammad Magrey and
Executive Chairman JKLSA,
Justice Tashi Rabstan, the
Legal Aid Defence Counsel
offices of Jammu province were
supplied with law books on
Wednesday.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
Administrative Judge for
District Jammu, handed over
these books to the Chief
Defence Counsel Jammu, Anil
Sharma in presence of
Advocate General, D.C Raina.

These books were made avail-
able by D.C Raina Advocate
General of Union Territory of
J&K & Ladakh. Justice
Sanjeev stressed upon the offi-

cers of Legal Aid Defence
Counsel to take maximum ben-
efits out of these books, while
defending the cases allotted to
them by DLSA. He directed
the officers of Legal Aid
Defence Counsel to ensure that
the cases being represented by
them are taken with full dedica-

tion and commitment and
ensure timely justice to the liti-
gants represented by Legal Aid
Defence Counsel. Chairman
DLSA Jammu, Sanjay Parihar
and Secretary DLSA Jammu,
Yahaya Firdous, besides office
bearers of Jammu Bar
Association were also present.

AOI celebrating 3 yrs of Cancer Care in
J&K with over 7,000 patients

American Oncology Institute representatives talking to
reporters in Jammu.

Disenchanted by dynastic parties, people showing faith in BJP: Yudhvir

Vice President BJP J&K, Yudhvir Sethi along with newly joined members in Jammu.

NSS GGM Science College holds
Cleanliness drive, Heritage Walk

Advocate Ajay Gandotra, President J&K Dharmarth Trust,
flagging-off the Heritage Walk at Raghunath Temple.

JKLSA provides law books to Legal Aid
Defence Counsel offices of Jammu Div

Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Administrative Judge for District
Jammu, handing-over books to CDC Jammu, Anil Sharma

in presence of Adv Gen, D.C Raina.


