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STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: In alignment
with the visionary initiative
of the Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, University of
Jammu to connect cultural
events more closely with
students, the 'Display Your
Talent 2024 - Ravi Zone'
was officially inaugurated
today. The event was organ-
ized by the Department of
Students Welfare,
University of Jammu in col-
laboration with Kathua
Campus, University of
Jammu. This vibrant cul-
tural festival spans a total
of three days from Nov 19
to 21, 2024. Over the
course of the events, stu-
dents from ten Colleges of
Ravi Zone will showcase
their creativity through 23
competitions across 27 cat-
egories, including music,

dance, literary arts, fine
arts, and theatre.

This highly anticipated
inaugural Display Your
Talent event kicked off
today with great enthusi-
asm and fervor, welcoming
guests and participants
from all corners of the Ravi
Zone. In the inaugural
event, Prof. Parkash

Antahal, Dean Students
Welfare, University of
Jammu was the Chief
Guest and key dignitaries in
attendance included Prof.
Arvind Jasrotia, Rector,
Kathua Campus,  Dr.
Pritam Singh, Associate
Dean Students Welfare, Dr.
Nisha Kapoor and Dr.
Tsering Yangzom,

Members, Campus Cultural
Committee, University of
Jammu,   Dr. Sourabh I/c
Head MCA, Mr. Amit
Sharma Asstt. Professor
MCA, Dr. Pankaj Khajuria,
Asstt. Registrar, Kathua
Campus, Faculty Members
from different Degree
Colleges of Ravi Zone, staff
and students.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof. Parkash Antahal,
Dean Students Welfare,
highlighted how such plat-
forms play a crucial role in
nurturing creativity, foster-
ing talent, and providing
individuals with the oppor-
tunity to showcase their
skills to a wider audience. 

Earlier, Prof. Arvind
Jasrotia, rector kathua cam-
pus,  expressed his delight in
hosting such a dynamic gath-
ering.

The first day of Display
Your Talent at Ravi Zone wit-
nessed an impressive display
of talent, with students par-
ticipating in a wide array of
competitions. These included
Group Song (Indian), Light
Vocal Solo, Folk Instrumental
Solo, Collage, Cartooning,
Poster Making, Photography
and Installation.

JU’s ‘Display Your Talent 2024-Ravi Zone’
inaugurated at Kathua Campus

Organisers along with winner students during the event.
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UDHAMPUR: The Department of
Handicrafts, Udhampur, successfully organ-
ized an awareness camp and workshop for arti-
sans specializing in Sozni and Phulkari crafts.
The event aimed to enhance the skills of local
artisans by introducing them to contemporary
designs developed by the School of Design
(SOD). Artisans were also made aware of var-
ious government schemes available to support
their craft and livelihood. To provide hands-on
assistance, a trainer from SOD was present to
guide artisans on implementing the new
designs effectively.

Assistant Director Ujwal Singh Sambyal
addressed the artisans and provided a detailed
briefing on the range of schemes offered by the
Department of Handicrafts. These schemes
aim to uplift the artisans by providing financial

assistance, training programs, and market
linkages.He emphasized the department's
commitment to promoting traditional crafts
and ensuring artisans remain competitive in
today's market.

In addition to the workshop, artisans were
distributed pamphlets detailing the depart-
ment's schemes and new design templates to
help them innovate their craftwork. The initia-
tive was well-received by the local artisan com-
munity, who expressed gratitude for the guid-
ance and support extended by the department.
This workshop is part of an ongoing effort to
preserve and promote the rich heritage of
Sozni and Phulkari crafts while equipping arti-
sans with the tools to expand their reach and
thrive in the modern economy.AHTO Nishant
katoch and Vikas Thakur along with all staff of
handicraft department were present.

Handicrafts Deptt organises awareness
camp, workshop for artisans
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POONCH: The border
town of Poonch along the
Line of Control is all set to
reverberate with the har-
monious melodies of
'Jashn-e-Mehfil', a grand
musical gala that promises
an unforgettable evening of
cultural and artistic bril-
liance. The event, taking
place from 1200 hrs
onwards at Pritam
Stadium on 20 Nov 2024 is
part of the Poonch Day
Celebrations, commemo-
rating the historic mile-
stone that symbolizes
unity, resilience, and the
vibrant heritage of the
region.  

Headlining the event is
none other than the
renowned musical maestro,
Kabul Bukhari, whose soul-
ful performances have cap-
tured hearts across the
nation. Joining him are
exceptionally talented local
artists Mohd Nazir, an

exceptionally gifted singer
who is visually impaired
from birth, Liyaqat Ali and
Murshad G duo, Khursheed
Rather and Rameez Rather,
who will showcase the rich
and diverse cultural tapes-
try of Poonch, blending tra-
ditional melodies in Gojri
and Pahadi with contempo-
rary styles.  

The evening promises to
be a celebration of music,
culture, and unity, and call-
ing together people from all
walks of life to join and
rejoice in the spirit of
togetherness. From mes-
merizing Sufi tunes to cap-
tivating folk performances,
'Jashn-e-Mehfil' will spot-
light the artistic talents of
the region while honoring
its rich legacy.  

Mark your calendars and
join us for a night of music,
unity, and celebration that
will leave a lasting impres-
sion on your hearts and
minds.

Deptt officials along with participants during the programme.

Jashn-e-Mehfil': A Musical Extravaganza
to illuminate Poonch today 
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RAJOURI: A comprehen-
sive mock exercise on disas-
ter preparedness was con-
ducted today at the District
Police Line, Rajouri, under
the guidance of Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Rajiv Khajuria- the
Chairperson of the District
Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA).

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of inter-departmental
coordination in managing
disasters, the ADC high-
lighted the need for regular
training and preparedness to
mitigate the impact of
calamities.

The exercise was conducted
by the 13 Battalion National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) under the leader-

ship of Assistant
Commandant Parveen Singh
Charak. The program
included demonstrations and
hands-on training on Safety
measures during earth-
quakes, Firefighting tech-
niques, Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR), School
safety programs, Collapsed

Structure Search and
Rescue (CSSR), Medical
First Response (MFR),
Rope rafting, Use of special-
ized disaster management
equipment

The event witnessed active
participation from various
departments, schools, and
organizations, ensuring a

collaborative approach to
disaster management.
Officers present at the mock
exercise included:

Assistant Director, Forest
Protection Force, Assistant
Director, Fire and
Emergency Services,
Executive Engineer, PWD
(R&B), Executive Engineer,
JPDCL, Executive
Engineer, I&FC, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
SDRF (Civil Defence/Home
Guard), Chief Warden, Civil
Defence

Additionally, students and
teachers from various insti-
tutions, including ANMT
Health School (Jawahar
Nagar), Police Public School
(Rajouri), and Government
Boys Higher Secondary
School (Rajouri), participat-

ed in the event.
Representatives from the
Health Department, Sheep
Husbandry Department,
and Animal Husbandry
Department were also pres-
ent, alongside officers from
the 225 Field Regiment of
the Indian Army and person-
nel from the Police Line,
Rajouri.

The exercise served as a
critical platform for enhanc-
ing disaster response capa-
bilities and raising aware-
ness about safety protocols
among citizens and officials
alike. Speaking at the event,
ADC Rajouri appreciated
the efforts of NDRF and all
stakeholders, urging contin-
ued vigilance and prepared-
ness in the face of potential
disasters.

Mock Exercise on Disaster Preparedness conducted
at District Police Line Rajouri

ADC Rajiv Khajuria and others during the programme.
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SAMBA: Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha)
Jammu-Samba-Reasi con-
stituency Jugal Kishore
Sharma chaired the
District Development
Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(DISHA) meeting here in
the Conference Hall of the
District Administrative
Complex Samba. The meet-
ing was convened to evalu-
ate the implementation and

progress of the Centrally
Sponsored Schemes (CSS)
and other ongoing develop-
ment projects in Samba dis-
trict.

Deputy Commissioner
Rajesh Sharma presented a
detailed review of the
achievements under differ-
ent CSS initiatives and
highlighted significant
progress in projects like the
National Highway, Delhi-
A m r i t s a r - K a t r a
Expressway and other key
developmental works being
executed in the district.

In attendance were DDC
Chairperson Keshav Dutt
Sharma; MLA Vijaypur,
Chander Prakash Ganga;
MLA Samba, Surjit Singh
Salathia; MLA Ramgarh,
Devinder Kumar Manyal;
SSP Samba, Virender
Singh Manhas; ADDC
Champa Devi; ADC
Jagdish Singh, and other
senior officers from district
and sectoral departments.

The MP, while conducting

a comprehensive assess-
ment, emphasised the need
for timely service delivery
to beneficiaries, urging the
officials to expedite pending
projects and adopt a collab-
orative approach with focus
on inter-departmental coor-
dination to resolve chal-
lenges. He emphasised on
use of modern technology
for optimal utilisation of
resources to avoid delays
and maximize efficiency.

MP Jugal Kishore
Sharma directed officials to
prioritize the resolution of
issues raised by elected
public representatives,
which would help build
trust and improve gover-
nance outcomes.

In his concluding
remarks, MP Jugal Kishore
Sharma reiterated the
importance of achieving
project deadlines and meet-
ing developmental targets
to ensure Samba remains
on the path toward holistic
development.
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UDHAMPUR: A surprise
market inspection was
conducted in Udhampur
town by a joint team of
officers from the
Revenue, Police and
Municipal Council
departments, led by
Rajinder Kumar Digra,
Executive Officer
Municipal Council
Udhampur.

The drive was aimed at
addressing illegal
encroachments in market
areas, ensuring smooth

pedestrian and vehicular
traffic and maintaining
order in the bustling
town.

During the inspection,
several cases of public
area encroachments were
identified. The enforce-
ment teams recovered
Rs.13,800 fine from the
violators.

The EO MC emphasized
the critical importance of
maintaining discipline in
public spaces and direct-
ed the enforcement teams
to take stringent action
against habitual offend-
ers.

The Municipal Council
has issued a public appeal

urging shopkeepers, ven-
dors and other stakehold-
ers to adhere strictly to
municipal guidelines.

Municipal Council conducts surprise
market inspection in Udhampur town

Rajinder Kumar Digra, EO Municipal Council
Udhampur during the drive.

Jugal reviews developmental activities in District Samba

MP Jugal Kishore Sharma chairing DISHA meeting at Samba.


