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J&K Govt will...

suceessful completion of the electoral process marks an epoch in the history of
Jammu and Kashmir", he said

Sinha said the swearing in of elected government in Jammu and Kashmir, marks
a moment of immense pride, as it has not only strengthened the democratic fabric
of our Nation, but has also become a beacon of hope to all, for a brighter and more
inclusive future.

" For me personally, this is a moment of huge satisfaction. When I assumed the
responsibility of leading the administration four years ago, my foremost priority was
to hold Assembly elections so that there is an elected government. With the support
of our political leaders, civil administration, security forces, and, most importantly,
the people, we have successfully achieved this objective. This accomplishment is a
matter of great satisfaction, as I look forward to work together with you all, for
strengthening the democratic institutions, and providing the people the Governance
and the future they deserve!", he added

The LG said: "My government is fully committed to implementing the promises
made to the people for further political empowerment and for creating an enabling
environment for employment, sustainable development, social inclusiveness and
expansion of the economy for enhancing the overall quality of life. It will work relent-
lessly on the three principles of Economy, Ecology and Equity that will shape our
future. We commit ourselves to this balance for a better and brighter future for all."

" Jammu and Kashmir is growing at an annual growth rate of about 7 percent. My
Government is committed to give push to this trajectory of growth and create more
avenues of employment through policy interventions and infrastructure develop-
ment. My Government will also work on various reforms to strengthen the fiscal
position of J&K. Huge natural resources endowed in J&K will be sustainably devel-
oped without harming our ecosystem that will ensure protection of these resources.
Further, every section as well as every region of J&K will be treated equally and
developed for ensuring inclusiveness and equity for balanced development, which
will be a solemn and sacred commitment of my Government. I believe that the new
Legislators, the administration, and all other stakeholders will work together to
handle the challenges before us for a better and prosperous society.

My Government is committed to decision-making that will be marked with trans-
parency and accountability for ensuring efficient and effective use of resources with
justification. This policy will be applied rigorously by my government to ensure
integrity in public life. Any inefficient use or misallocation of resources will be re-
examined, and necessary course correction will be undertaken to ensure that the
benefits of every penny are fully harnessed by the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

My Government will invest in building capacities of the youth for their gainful
employment and will also foster their entrepreneurial capacities. The expectations
of the people for improved living facilities like roads, public transportation, electric-
ity, drinking water, sanitation, schools, healthcare facilities, healthy and congenial
environment, internet connectivity ete., which enable them to lead a happy life, will
also be fulfilled.

Connectivity is crucial for the economy. While improvements have been made in
the road network, more efforts are required to connect the remaining inaccessible
areas. My Government will fully leverage funds from centrally sponsored schemes
like PMGSY & NABARD funded programs to realize the vision of connecting every
habitation with a road.

The Lieutenant Governor said. "Connectivity of Rail to the valley, which will be a
reality soon, will be a turning point for economic development and prosperity. Night
landing facilities at Jammu and Srinagar airports will further enhance connectivity
and boost the tourism sector further. My government will take all necessary meas-
ures to ensure that the development dividend of these initiatives reaches the
remotest pockets and uplifts their lives and livelihoods. My Government will pursue
implementation of projects for rail connectivity to important unconnected areas
including the border districts of Rajouri and Poonch, with the Government of India".

Sinha said that his Government is committed to provide 200 units of free electric-
ity to deserving households for which modalities are being worked out.

"J&K is endowed with abundance of water resources that are yet to be harnessed
fully. My Government is committed to harnessing their full potential so that their
economic dividend enhances people's lives and J&K's financial position. My govern-
ment will seek the support of the Government of India for a significant leap forward
in our energy sector. Completion of four Mega Hydro Electric Power projects, with
sanctioned capacity of 3014 MWs, will be expedited for doubling the hydro power
generation capacity by 2026 to not only make J&K selfsufficient in power but also
to enable us to generate revenue from this vital green resource. Another four Mega
Hydro Electric Power projects of 1818 MWs will be followed rigorously to get the
work on these power generating projects started.

The Rangarajan Committee Report, crafted under the guidance of former RBI
Governor Dr. C. Rangarajan in 2011, recommended a roadmap for creating jobs
and enhancing economic growth in Jammu and Kashmir. My government will pur-
sue the implementation of the Report with the Government of India to address
structural issues in the economy, support skill-building initiatives, and stimulate
inclusive growth. Effective collaboration with the Government of India would be
essential to mobilize resources, funding, and requisite support necessary for realiz-
ing many of these reforms.

My Government will solarize all Government buildings with a tentative cumulative
capacity of 300 MW. Under the PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojna, 84,000 house-
holds will be solarized initially. Small hydro power projects will also be given the
required focus to harness their full potential."

Sinha said that his Government is committed to providing free, clean and safe
drinking water to all.

"To achieve this, 3256 water supply schemes at an estimated cost of more than Rs.
13000 crores are under execution which will provide functional household tap con-
nections to all the 19.27 lakhs rural households. This will be completed by March
2025. For quality assurance of drinking water, NABL accredited labs will be estab-
lished at appropriate levels", he added.

Sinha said: "Tourism sector is a major pillar of the economy of J&K, which can
boost various services and industrial sectors like transport, hospitality, horticulture
and small-scale industry thereby, generating incomes and job opportunities for the
local population.

My government will ensure that all benefits are extended to the Tourism Sector, as
an "Industry”. This will ensure that this sector witnesses requisite growth in invest-
ment for improving tourism infrastructure and services. My Government will focus
on enhancing the quality of tourist experience, and devise appropriate interventions
to manage the tourist inflow. Concerted efforts will be made for accelerated devel-
opment of new tourist destinations both in Kashmir as well as Jammu, so that the
immense untapped potential of our beautiful landseape is harnessed for improving
the experience of the tourists and lives and livelihoods of the locals. Work on Tawi
Barrage Project, an artificial lake, is also in full swing and likely to be completed
soon, which will enhance tourism potential of Jammu City. The upcoming railway
connectivity to Kashmir, expected to be fully operational soon, will indeed provide a
significant boost to tourism in both Kashmir and the Pir Panjal region.

J&K Industrial Policy, 2021-30, has been notified for encouraging private invest-
ment and to boost the industrial sector. New Central Sector package of Rs 28,400
crores is also available for encouraging new investments. My Government will
ensure that requisite infrastrueture for the development of industrial units is made
available on priority, subsidized industrial land is transparently allotted and it actu-
ally translates in attracting new investment, creating employment opportunities for
the locals, develop backward regions and expand existing industrial units. The
Couneil of Ministers of Jammu and Kashmir has recently passed a unanimous res-
olution for reviewing the J&K Industrial Policy, 2021-30, to achieve this objective.

My Government will develop 46 new industrial estates with all the modern facili-
ties to attract industries and enhance job opportunities. These new initiatives will
spur employment avenues and enhance economic growth. Further, focus will also be
on development of industrial parks or clusters to provide shared facilities and
resources, making it easier for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to thrive. A
suitable procurement policy to further support the MSMEs will also be introduced.
Reform process will be further strengthened for ease of doing business. My
Government will promote Circular Economy by encouraging industries to adopt sus-
tainable practices and technologies that minimize environmental impact and waste.
Agrobased industries will be developed to utilize local resources sustainably.

The Lieutenant Governor said: "My Government is committed to providing State
of the Art Health care facilities to the citizens of Jammu and Kashmir. Healthcare
facilities and services in rural areas, focusing on maternal and child health, will be
further improved. Critical care blocks will be established in districts for strengthen-
ing of emergency services'".

The health care sector in Jammu and Kashmir is set to undergo significant
advancements as the government prioritizes the expansion of medical education and
health services. This initiative aims to enhance the quality and accessibility of
healthcare for the people of the region. My Government will focus on increasing
MBBS, PG and Nursing seats and will add new tertiary care services and advanced
courses for strengthening the health care facilities at tertiary level. It is committed
to enhancing the healthcare landscape in Jammu and Kashmir by focusing on two
crucial aspects: attracting the best medical professionals to newly established insti-

tutions and addressing the challenge of brain drain from the region. This approach
aims to build a sustainable and high-quality healthcare system that meets the needs
of the population.

My Government will focus on strengthening Primary Health Care services for
making available medical treatment and drugs at the grass root level. Preventive
diagnosis/ sereening will be carried forward for timely diagnosis of the non-commu-
nicable diseases and their treatment. Universal health coverage will be carried for-
ward with better services for the benefit of common masses. My government will cre-
ate a Chief Ministers Medical Trust for providing financial assistance to the needy
for terminal diseases like cancer, heart and kidney transplants. Facilities for dialy-
sis will be created at Sub Divisional level to meet the rising need for it in recent
times.

He said that his Government is aiming to transform J&K into an educational hub
focusing on attracting investment and employment opportunities. The establish-
ment of II'T Jammu and IIM Jammu marks a significant milestone in the advance-
ment of higher education in Jammu and Kashmir. These premier institutions are
set to play a transformative role in nurturing talent, fostering innovation, and driv-
ing economic growth in the region. Additionally, the upcoming operationalization of
the Srinagar campus of IIM Jammu from its dedicated building will further
enhance access to quality management education in the region. Infrastructure of
colleges and universities will be strengthened besides providing adequate manpow-
er. Research facilities for faculty and students will be focused as part of National
Education Policy 2020. Innovation/ Incubation and Entrepreneurship will be
encouraged inculcating start-up culture among the students, he said.

" My Government recognizes the importance of digital learning tools, such as
smart classrooms, to support a modern, student- centric educational environment.
It will implement innovative initiatives of National Education Policy 2020 aimed to
create a learner-centric, inclusive, and future-ready education system to ignite the
young minds with creative potential for their holistic development and selfrealiza-
tion. This will equip the students with the necessary competencies to thrive in the
rapidly changing global landscape.

My Government will strive to create world class sports infrastructure to promote
sports activities and to tap the constructive and creative energy of the Youth in
sports optimally. Holistic development of Youth will be focused on to prevent youth
from falling prey to anti-social activities and drug menace.

My Government will provide opportunities, facilities and counselling to increase
the women's participation in games. Women athletes have secured medals and
appreciation at National and International level in the field of Football, martial art,
ete which will be promoted further. My Government will lay emphasis on organizing
national and international sports events to showcase the talent of youth of Jammu
and Kashmir and highlight the region's potential at national and international
forums.

My Government is committed to promote farmer's welfare and enhance their
income through transformative initiatives that promote a sustainable, organic,
regenerative and holistic practice for profitable agricultural economy.
Implementation of the Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP), fea-
turing 29 comprehensive projects spanning agriculture, horticulture, and livestock,
will be accelerated, modernization and innovation will be brought in, deep value
chains will be developed, competitive advantages will be harnessed, and climate
resilient and sustainable agriculture will be promoted. These initiatives will result in
increased seed replacement rate, creation of adequate CA storage, doubling of silk-
worm seed production, cash crops diversification, saffron, medicinal and aromatic
plant cultivation, self-reliance in vegetables, oilseed production, creation of FPOs,
increase in honey, milk, mutton, poultry, mushroom, fodder and millet and nutri
cereals production. Further, clusters will be developed for milk, vegetables, meat,
basmati, walnut, cherries and trout, ete. Through this program, my government will
create about 3 lakhs jobs and 19,000 additional enterprises”, he added.

Sinha said that spurious seeds, fertilizers and pesticides are a menace threatening
both our agriculture and horticulture, as well as our ecology. Apart from upgrading
and expanding the testing infrastructure, the available testing infrastructure will be
fully utilized to ensure that quality agrichemicals only are used as inputs, and strict
legal action will be taken against the peddlers of these spurious inputs. My
Government will also promote modern farming techniques such as precision agricul-
ture, drone technology, and data analytics to enhance crop management. Advanced
irrigation systems, including drip and sprinkle irrigation, alongside micro-irrigation
technologies will be promoted to optimize water usage. High-yielding and disease-
resistant seed varieties coupled with organic farming practices will be promoted to
improve soil health and minimize chemical use. High-density plantations will be sup-
ported, along with the development of cold storage facilities and transportation net-
works to minimize post-harvest losses.

"Additionally, my government will enhance access to affordable agricultural credit
with a fully online end-to-end ecredit package. Comprehensive crop insurance
schemes for both agricultural and horticultural erops will be taken forward to safe-
guard farmers against climate-induced risks and other unforeseen challenges, pro-
viding them financial security during adverse conditions. To further support farm-
ers, the government is establishing a network of 2,000 Kisan Khidmat Ghars
(KKGs) across Jammu and Kashmir, which will offer a single-window system for all
agricultural services at the community level.

My Government will establish one Primary Agricultural Credit Society (PACS) in
each Panchayat so that it operates inclusively and supports local economy. Artisans
and weavers will be covered under credit card scheme with an attractive interest sub-
vention of 7% for a period of 5 years.

My Government will ensure completion of all the rural houses sanctioned under
PMAY(G). Left out deserving families will also be supported with housing assis-
tance. Government will ensure 100% Convergence for making available PMAY-G
houses with all basic amenities besides conducting 100% social audit of all PMAY-
G housing units.

My Government will expand and streamline the social assistance programs for vul-
nerable groups, including the elderly, disabled, underprivileged, down-trodden,
backward and vulnerable sections of the society and low-income families.

‘Women empowerment is one of the priority areas of the government for which var-
ious projects and schemes will be further strengthened which will enable them to
secure education, health and nutrition, skill development and employability to attain
economic independence. 302 villages will be developed under Pradhan Mantri Aadi
Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAAGY), in J&K whereunder Milk villages, Mini
Sheep/Goat farms, Dairy Units / Bee Keeping Units will be established for ST ben-
eficiaries to improve their living standard.

My Government is well aware that entrepreneurship landscape in J&K is diverse
with 94% micro-enterprises which are facing challenges at various levels to be com-
petitive. My Government aims to revitalize this sector for creating employment
opportunities for the youth through proper policy interventions and business sup-
port system up to grassroots level. Suitable interventions for developing a skilled
workforce equipped with 21st-century skills, ensuring equitable distribution of eco-
nomic benefits, especially for women, youth, and marginalized communities will be
put in place. Financial support through various self-employment schemes will be
further strengthened for enabling youth to undertake self-employment ventures.
Outreach and counselling activities will be conducted for aspiring job seekers
through Model Career Centres (MCCs).

My Government will make efforts to rehabilitate Kashmiri Migrants back in to the
valley with dignity for which safe and secure environment will be created. Work on
transit accommodation projects for Kashmiri Migrants employees will be speeded
up for providing them suitable accommodation at designated places.

Technology will be used for facilitating promotion of peculiarities of local culture,
architecture, art, literature and languages through a robust digital platform.
Historical monuments, sacred places and heritage sites will be revived, restored and
preserved through a valuebased approach. My Government will augment support for
development & promotion of traditional crafts & arts, with global marketing efforts
for ensuring sustainability.

For ensuring transparency and accountability, technology will be used fully. More
services will be added to already 1140 online services that are available. Grievance
redressal mechanism will be further strengthened to ensure accountability, trans-
parency, and fairness in service delivery.

Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies will be strengthened by con-
ducting elections at all levels for ensuring peoples' participation in the decision mak-
ing. "In unity and shared purpose, let us move forward with hope and determina-
tion, for building a brighter future for all of Jammu and Kashmir", the Lieutenant

Governor said.
AR Rather...

the House. He said that he will try hard to fulfill the expectations of the MLAs
while maintaining the dignity of the House and following the rule book.

"Our first job is to maintain the dignity of this House at all times under any cir-
cumstances. The sanctity of this House will ensure our dignity as well. We need
active cooperation and support from all sides for smooth functioning of the House,"
he maintained. He emphasised that people are looking up to the MLLAs for resolu-
tion of their issues and they should try to fulfill the responsibilities that people have
entrusted them with.

‘While calling for respecting people's mandate, the Speaker said that the actions of
the MLAs should align with the aspirations of the citizens as people have reposed

faith in them through their vote.

The Speaker said the time of this House is precious and the members should use
it judiciously and create a healthy atmosphere in running the business of the House.
"We will have to judiciously use the time of this House and raise our voice in a very
constructive and positive manner," he added.

He said that actions and words of the members of the House should be governed
by how much it will benefit the poorest man in their thoughts. He said that the mem-
bers have a duty to hold the government accountable, but in doing so, one should not
unnecessarily deride the ministers or the officers.

Rahim Rather said the Speaker is the custodian of the House and rights of the
MLAs and he will go an extra mile in helping the legislators in making the govern-
ment accountable.

The Speaker said that MILAs should understand the legislative process very well
and according to its rules, they should maintain their language, behavior and corre-
spondence with the Assembly Secretariat. He said that the Parliamentary rules and
conventions should be strictly adhered to by all the members in the House and he
will intervene, in case the need arises.

He said that he has been working with the National Conference from the last 50
years, but from now onwards he has no political affiliation and will prove by his
actions that the House is run in an objective and neutral manner. "I will be taking
dictation only from the rules", asserted the Speaker.

Farooq visits Srinagar...

said Abdullah urged the hospital authorities to ensure all necessary medical facil-
ities for their swift recovery. NC MLA from Pampore Hasnain Masoodi accompa-
nied Abdullah.

J&K people have...

their responsibilities, offering them necessary support and guidance," he stated.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah emphasized the importance of the assembly in
reflecting the aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. "The reason we are
gathered here today is because the people have entrusted us with their aspirations,
issues, and grievances,” he added. "We are optimistic that you will have the support
of all members in running this house effectively." In a powerful closing statement,
the Chief Minister addressed the broader sentiment within the assembly regarding
the decision made on August 5, 2019.

"This assembly reflects the aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. The
reality is that the people of Jammu and Kashmir have not endorsed the decisions
made on August 5, 2019. If they had, the results would have been different. Many|
of those seated on this side (treasury benches) have not accepted that decision
either;" the chief minister said as he concluded his speech.

Day after grenade...

e-Taiba in downtown Srinagar.

"After yesterday's attack, the security apparatus has been beefed up. We have
heightened security, especially since the assembly session began today," an official
said. Checkpoints have been put in place across the city, especially at all the entry
and exit points, and random frisking and checking of people and vehicles is being
undertaken, the official said.

Mobile vehicle checkpoints have also been established while security forces are
undertaking area domination exercises and maintaining a strong vigil in the sensi-
tive areas of the city, he said.

Deployment of security forees personnel has been increased around vital installa-
tions and sensitive areas, especially where the presence of non-locals is high, the offi-
cial said. They said eyber surveillance, including the monitoring of social media, has
been increased and those handles and pages that regularly dish out anti-India prop-
aganda are being watched. All intelligence inputs are being taken seriously and the
security forees are also conducting cordon and search operations based on such
inputs, they said, adding both human as well as technical intelligence is being used.
The security forces are putting in coordinated efforts to thwart any such attacks
and maintain peace in the city, the officials added.

[
BSF jawan found....

A police team shifted the body to the Government Medical College hospital for
post-mortem examination, they said, adding that inquest proceedings were initiated
to ascertain the cause of death.

Preliminary investigations suggest that the jawan hanged himself, the officials
said.

Modi Govt’s tenure...

of all languages, he added.

This is an inspiring transformation in the direction of language development in
India, with the objective of fully harnessing the nation's potential, the home minis-
ter further said.

Shah said, "If we want to utilise the full potential of our children and youth for the
country's development, it is essential that they study, analyse and make decisions in
their mother tongue."

The Kendriya Hindi Samiti aims to develop Hindi, preserve Hindi literature, and
establish it as the country's link language, he said.

The home minister noted that under the leadership of Modi, three major initiatives
were undertaken to empower Hindi in the past five years.

The first initiative was the creation of the "Hindi Shabdsindhu" dictionary, he said.

Shah expressed confidence that the "Shabdsindhu" would become the most com-
prehensive dictionary in the world within the next five years.

The home minister said the establishment of the Bhartiya Bhasha Aunbhag
(Indian Lianguage Section) was the second significant initiative.

"We cannot progress unless we strengthen all Indian languages," he said, adding
that this section had initiated efforts to use technology for translation.

He said the third major initiative was to hold the Official Language Conference in
various parts of the country and it would make it easier to understand the impor-
tance of the official language.

Shah emphasised the need to undertake two major initiatives to strengthen Hindi.
The first is to develop a long-term policy for the enhancement, preservation and
longevity of Hindi literature and its various grammatical forms, he said.

Alongside this, it is also necessary to translate all modern education curricula into
Hindi and all other Indian languages, the minister added.

Shah also stressed on making Hindi universally accepted and flexible.

The Kendriya Hindi Samiti is the highest body that provides guidelines for the
development and promotion of Hindi language.

The Samiti's role is to coordinate the work and programmes implemented by var-
ious ministries and departments of the government of India for the development and
promotion of Hindi.

BJP assures of...

Corporation reported. The videos showed fist fights and people striking each other
with flagpoles on what appears to be the grounds surrounding the temple, the report
added.

The Ministry of External Affairs in a statement said that New Delhi remains
"deeply concerned" about the safety and security of Indian nationals in Canada.

"We condemn the acts of violence perpetrated by extremists and separatists at the
Hindu Sabha Temple in Brampton, Ontario yesterday.

"We call on the Government of Canada to ensure that all places of worship are pro-
tected from such attacks," MEA Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal was quoted as say-
ing in the statement.

"We also expect that those indulging in violence will be prosecuted. We remain
deeply concerned about the safety and security of Indian nationals in Canada," he
said, adding, "The outreach of our consular officers to provide services to Indians
and Canadian citizens alike will not be deterred by intimidation, harassment and

violence".
Ruckus in Assembly...

has no value other than (that) it was done for the cameras," he said.

"In the coming days, we will bring a proposal in consultation with you (Speaker),"
he said, requesting the Chair to adjourn the House till the LG's address.

The House then witnessed noisy scenes again between members of NC, PDP,
People's Conference (PC) and Awami Ittehad Party (AIP).

"I request new members to learn the rules. You have violated them on the very first
day. T will not allow it, mind it," the speaker said before adjourning the House till
11.30 am.

[) [) [) [ [) [

Soldier dies, another injured in road accident
m STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURI: An army personnel died and another got injured when their vehicle
skidded off the road and plunged into a gorge in Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri dis-
trict on Monday, officials said.

The accident took place near Badog village in Kalakote late this evening, the offi-
cials said. Naik Badri Lal and Sepoy Jai Prakash were found ecritically injured by
the rescuers and shifted to hospital, they said, adding that Lal succumbed in the
hospital.
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