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STATE TIMES NEWS
BHADERWAH: Majority of
areas in Bhaderwah are fac-
ing major water crisis as con-
tinue dry spell is effecting
water bodies, who are main
source of water supply. 

Bhaderwah Valley of
Jammu and Kashmir which
is known for it's numerous
water bodies including hun-
dreds of natural water
springs, now is reeling under
serious potable water crisis
due to prolonged dry spell,
these water bodies are drying
up very rapidly making com-
mon local populations in gen-
eral and environmentalists in
particular a worried lot.

Bhaderwah valley is facing
major drinking water crisis
due to continuous dry spell in
the region and as a result of
which the water bodies have
largely dried up and glaciers

depleted to a large extent
which is also effecting tapped
water supply in maximum
areas of Bhaderwah. 

According to a recent
report, 70 percent population
of Bhaderwah town and it's
peripheral areas use only
natural springs water for
drinking, as these are found

in abundance in every locali-
ty of the valley, but due to
prolonged dry spell since
September, these springs
have started drying up effect-
ing locals in a big way and
leaving not only them in a
state of tizzy but also envi-
ronmentalists are appre-
hending a major water crisis. 

Local Mohd Ayaz Khan
and Educationist Arif Rana
said that earlier there was
continue local rains through-
out the year, but now situa-
tion has been totally changed
due to large scale deforesta-
tion and man made disasters
to the nature in the area,
which are increasing effects
of global warming. 

Meanwhile Jal Shakti
Vibhag also confirmed the
shortage of water supply in
the area due to depletion of
sources in view of dry spell. 

AEE Jal Shakti
Bhaderwah Iqbal Singh said
that, "it's true that water
supply to the households has
been effected to some extent
but it's not fault of depart-
ment as sources are depleting
due to dry spell."

"We hope that, in coming
days the area receive good

rains and snowfall so that
water sources get recharged
to supply normal water sup-
ply in the area," AEE
added. 

Environmentalist Dr.
Neeraj Sharma, (Who is
Head of the Institute of
Mountain Environment
(IME) Bhaderwah Campus)
said that ground water level
is decreasing due to dry
spell and global warming. 

"It's an alarming situation
especially for Bhaderwah,
which is known for it's
numerous water bodies, but
it's due to climatic change,
that our water sources are
depleting rapidly and
increasing water crisis in
the area," Sharma added,
hope we will act according
to nature, so that these kind
of things not getting worse
further.

STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: SSP Traffic Rural
Jammu Vinay Kumar,
reviewed the Traffic manage-
ment   in the jurisdiction of
Samba Kathua in light of the
forthcoming Jhiri Mela, as a
part of ongoing efforts to
ensure road safety. A  review
meeting  with the Traffic
Police Personnel  at Jatwal
Samba was held  and  the
participants were according-
ly briefed  that in view of the
Annual Jhiri Mela, large
number of devotees/public
gathering use to  pool in  the
buses/trucks/goods carriers
and also tractor/trolleys to
reach Jammu other from  the
neighbouring states viz
Punjab/HP /Haryana etc.
and  intra state vehicles .
During past,  it has been wit-
nessed that the devotees usu-
ally indulged  in overloading
which endangered the pre-
cious human lives. As such to
ensure incident free  pilgrim-
age, strict traffic regulation
without any favour to  over-
loading/ road obstructions in
the interest of devotees/ road
users, Kumar directed the
jawans  that  they shall
remain very much alert and
careful to avoid the fatal /
non fatal accidents. No over-
loaded vehicle shall be
allowed to proceed from
Lakhanpur towards Jammu,
rather shall be reverted back
with a brief video clipping.
However, the  drivers  of the
devotee's  vehicles be  proper-
ly & politely  guided and
diverted  towards the  appro-
priate route  to reach their
destination. It was impressed
upon the officers that the
vehicles shall be got parked
in the designated parking
areas  and get  advance
assessment of the  additional
traffic volume during  peak
hours/ lagte evening hours
during the pilgrimage. 

The officers were directed
to have a close coordination
with the local administration
/ Police and other stakehold-
ers/ enforcement agencies for
launching joint drives
against the visible traffic vio-
lations especially during the
Jhiri Mela pilgrimage .
Further shall  also liaise  with
the concerned NHAI
authorities  for  immediate
road repairs on the construc-
tion sites/  erection of tempo-
rary sign boards/ barricades
and other road safety meas-

ures   for hassle free passage
to the devotees. 

It shall be ensured  by the
field agencies   to keep
approaching routes  towards
the main  Venue (Jhiri)
falling in their jurisdictions
are kept free from all sorts of
obstructions/traffic chaos
for hassle free movement of
devotee's vehicles and extend
all possible  assistance  from
traffic point of view to the
pilgrims.  It was also sug-
gested to the officers  that
diversions and alternative
routes for the general public
shall also be kept in the plan
and given wide publicity in
print/social media on need
basis.

The officers and officials in
the meeting were directed to
intensify its enforcement and
regulatory measures to
reduce traffic congestion and
accidents. Zero-tolerance
policy shall be adopted for
reducing the visible traffic
violations like over speeding,
over charging of passenger
fare  reckless driving, wrong
parking, non-usage of  hel-
mets/seat belts, using mobile
phones,  triple riding , use of
pressure/ honking horns,
wrong lane driving   and dis-
obedience of traffic signals.
It was emphasised upon the
officers that in view of
increasing traffic pressure on
the roads/NHW of Traffic
Samba Kathua and its
peripheral/outskirts especial-
ly during peak / evening
hours, the supervisory offi-
cers shall remain present in
their respective AsOR for
traffic regulation. During
peak hours shall concentrate
upon the traffic regulation to
keep the roads   worthy for
hassle free traffic movement
to have effective traffic man-
agement in view of the annu-
al religious festival.    It was
impressed upon the jurisdic-
tional Dy SP to ensure con-
tinuous information flow to

the public regarding the traf-
fic changes through the
medium of social and print
media for the convenience of
pilgrims and general public.
The jurisdictional officers (
DTIs)  were also directed to
chalk out a plan and discuss
with the field  traffic officers
with regard to the challenges
faced during last Jhiri Mela
and its resolution. They shall
also professionally  keep a
standby plan  to have a quick
response and clearance of
blockages and accidents  on
the roads/NHWs. 

Vinay  Kumar also directed
to the participants to
enhance patrolling at high-
accident zones and key inter-
sections especially during
peak hours, conduct regular
vehicle inspections for road-
worthiness and emission
compliance, impart coun-
celling sessions/traffic aware-
ness campaigns to the driv-
ers/vehicle operators as well
as to the passengers/all road
users. It was urged upon the
Police Personnel to fully uti-
lize the services of the PA
systems/ patrolling bikes  for
regular announcement to
keep the roads/NHWs  free
for hassle free passage to the
devotees  during the Jhiri
Mela.    During duties all
DTIs/SOs(T) shall ensure to
give Traffic awareness to
general public/motorists to
obey/follow the traffic rules
for their safety and avoid
fatal/non fatal accidents. 

The jawans were directed
to ensure strictly that apart
from discharging the traffic
duties they shall also dis-
charge the duties of social
services by extending help to
the needy/old age persons for
crossing the roads and other
duties in the interest of
humanity. The field forma-
tions of Traffic Rural
Jammu were directed to
maintain high
discipline/integrity while on

discharging the official

duties in  full  departmental
turnout   and not to indulged
in any kind of illegal activi-
ties/mal practices which
should bring bad name to the
Traffic Unit and Police
department.

Among others, the meeting
have been attended by Sh.
Sukhdev Singh Dy.SP
Traffic Samba Kathua,
Inspr. Aijaz Parvaiz DTI
Samba and Inspr. Kapil
Manhas  DTI Bari
Brahamana.

Continue dry spell effects water bodies of picturesque Bhaderwah
Valley; maximum areas under major potable water crisis
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KATRA: A scientific confer-
ence was conducted by the
Department of
Neurosciences, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital
(SMVDNSH), Katra at
Hotel AsiaThe Heritage
Jammu to celebrate 'World
Stroke Day'. The conference
started with a scientific talk
by Dr. BiplabDass,
Director& Senior
Consultant, Neuro
Intervention Narayana
Hospital, Gurugram. He
described the role of
I n t e r v e n t i o n a l
Neuroradiology in the man-
agement of Acute Ischemic
stroke. He explained that
with recent advances, the
blood clot causing brain dam-
age can be removed using
endovascular techniques. His
lecture was followed by a
panel discussion on recent
advances in acute stroke
moderated by senior consult-
ant neurosurgeon Dr. JP

Singh. The panelists includ-
ed Dr.BiplabDass;Dr. BR
Kundal, head neurology
GMC Jammu; Dr. Anil
Sharma, senior consultant
n e u r o s u r g e r y ;
Dr.AkashParashar, consult-
ant neurointervention at
Addenbrooke Hospital; Dr.
Brig Fiaz Ahmed, senior con-
sultant neurology and Dr.
Summit Bloria, consultant
neurocritical care at
SMVDNSH. Dr. Brig. Fiaz
Ahmed, Sr. Consultant
Neurology and Commandant
166 MH, was the guest of
honor. 

The conference was attend-
ed by a large number of neu-
rologists and neurosurgeons
practicing in Jammu. Dr.
J.P Singh, Clinical Director,
SMVDNH emphasised that
early detection of stroke
symptoms and urgent shift-
ing to a stroke-ready hospital
are necessary because these
symptoms can be reversed if
the patient reaches the hospi-
tal within 4 hours. Also, over

eighty percent of strokes are
preventable with suitable
lifestyle modifications. Dr.
Muthu Madhvan, Facility
Director SMVDNH could
not attend the meeting but-
stated that SMVDNSH  was
the first hospital in the
region to start IV thromboly-
sis for ischemic stroke
patients and that this hospi-
tal remains committed to
providing the highest stan-
dard of care to stroke
patients.

The CME was organized by
the Department of
Neurosciences at
SMVDNSH, with key contri-
butions from Dr. JP Singh
(Senior Consultant Neuro
Surgery & Clinical Director),
Dr.Mahander Pall (Senior
Consultant Neuro Surgery),
Dr.Ankush Sharma (Senior
Consultant Neurology), Dr.
Pooja Gupta (Senior
Consultant Neurology), and
Dr. Summit Bloria
(Consultant Neuro Critical
Care).

Narayana Hospital hosts scientific conference on World
Stroke Day, showcasing advanced stroke care and prevention

A section of dignitaries during the conference at Katra.

SSP traffic rural Jammu reviews Jhiri Mela traffic management

SSP Traffic Rural Jammu Vinay Kumar and other cops after the meeting.
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SAMBA: The J&K Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB),
in collaboration with the
Transport Department,
organized a Vigilance
Awareness Workshop on
combating corruption here
in the DC Office Complex
Nandani Hills. The event
aimed to foster a culture of
integrity and transparency
within the public sector,
especially in transport and
related services.

The workshop was attend-
ed by Assistant Regional
Transport Officer (ARTO)
Ramesh Kumar Samotra,
ACB Inspector Sudhir, offi-
cials from both the
Transport and ACB depart-
ments, as well as trans-
porters, drivers, and con-
ductors. Additionally, other
stakeholders joined the
event via video conferenc-
ing.

The session included a
documentary and
PowerPoint presentation
designed to provide partici-
pants with a thorough

understanding of vigilance
practices, ethical stan-
dards, and anti-corruption
measures, especially in pub-
lic infrastructure projects.
This workshop aimed to
raise awareness about the
roles and responsibilities of
each participant in uphold-
ing these principles.

The event concluded
with all attendees commit-
ting to uphold the princi-
ples of integrity, trans-
parency, and accountabili-
ty in their work, thereby
promoting a corruption-
free environment.
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ACB Samba hosts Vigilance Awareness Workshop

Officials during the workshop.


