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STATE TIMES NEWS  
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the year-long
commemoration of the
National Song, "Vande
Mataram", at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium here
on Friday and also release a
commemorative stamp and
coin.

The programme will mark
the formal launch of the
year-long nationwide com-
memoration -- from
November 7, 2025 to
November 7, 2026 -- cele-

brating 150 years of the
timeless composition that
inspired India's freedom
movement and continues to
evoke national pride and
unity.

Modi will inaugurate the
year-long commemoration of
the National Song, "Vande
Mataram", at around 9:30
am on Friday at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
New Delhi, a statement
issued by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO)
said.

"We celebrate 150 glorious

years of Vande Mataram, a
stirring call that has inspired
generations and ignited an
undying spirit of patriotism
across our nation," the prime
minister said in a post on X.

Modi will also release a
commemorative stamp and
coin on the occasion, the
statement added.

"The celebrations will wit-
ness Mass Singing of the full
version of 'Vande Mataram'
at around 9:50 AM across
public places with participa-
tion of citizens across all seg-
ments of society, in conjunc-
tion with the main pro-
gramme," it said.

This year marks 150 years
since "Vande Mataram" was
composed.

"Vande Mataram" was writ-
ten by Bankimchandra
Chatterji during the auspi-
cious occasion of Akshaya
Navami, which fell on
November 7 in 1875.

"Vande Mataram" first
appeared in the literary

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: The
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir, led by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, has
approved the "Chief
Minister's Scheme for
Introduction of Heritage
Courses" aimed at preserving
and promoting the rich tradi-
tional crafts of J&K through
structured vocational educa-
tion.

As per the Government
Order issued on Thursday
by the Department of Skill
Development, sanction has
been accorded for the contin-
uation and revival of seven
heritage craft courses across
25 units with a total intake

capacity of 500 students-20
students per unit-across 15
Government ITIs and
Polytechnics in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Under the scheme, stu-
dents enrolled in these cours-
es will receive a monthly
stipend of Rs 1,000, while
instructors conducting theo-
ry and practical classes will
be paid a monthly remunera-
tion of Rs 15,000 and Rs
12,000, respectively.

The initiative, approved by
the Council of Ministers in
its meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah was
held on October 15, 2025.
The decision underscores

STATE TIMES NEWS 
CHANDIGARH: The BJP
on Thursday launched a
frontal attack on the
Bhagwant Mann gov-
ernment "led by Arvind
Kejriwal" for cheating
and looting the people of
Punjab.

BJP National General
Secretary Tarun Chugh,
in a statement on
Thursday, highlighted a
glaring example of the
State Power Department,
where a provision has been
made to purchase power at
the rate of Rs 5.14 per unit,
whereas the market rate hap-
pens to be Rs 3 per unit.

While asserting that this
would put an extra burden of

Rs 12,500 crore annually on
the state exchequer, Chugh
said it was deplorable that
the Bhagwant Mann-
Kejriwal government was
trying to benefit private play-

ers in the field for political
reasons.

He said the AAP gov-
ernment in Punjab has
completely failed to ful-
fill the 'fake' promises
it made before coming
to power, and is now
trying to fleece the
state in a deceptive
manner.

Chugh added that the
Bhagwant Mann gov-
ernment has already

ransacked Punjab through
continuous illegal mining in
the Kandi area, including
Talwara, Pathankot, and
Ropar belts.

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: National
Conference leader and
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah hit
the campaign trail here on
Thursday for the upcoming
November 11 Nagrota
bypoll. 

He asked the electorate if
they would like to be repre-
sented by someone with
access to the government or
by someone who would
remain outside it.

Seeking votes for party
candidate Shamim Begum,
he said, "This is not an elec-
tion to form the government.
This election is not to choose
a Prime Minister at the
Centre or a Chief Minister in
Jammu and Kashmir. Those
decisions have already been
made."

The chief minister said the
people of Nagrota and
Budgam would not be cast-
ing their votes to form or
change the government.
Instead, their votes would
decide what their "relation-
ship" with this government

will be. "Will your MLA be
someone who is connected
with the government, who
has access to government
offices, who has a close rela-
tionship with the govern-
ment? Or do you want 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: Para-archer
Sheetal Devi, the world com-
pound champion born with-
out arms, shattered
another barrier on
Thursday by being
picked in the Indian
able-bodied junior
team for the upcom-
ing Asia Cup Stage
3 in Jeddah.

Her selection
marks another his-
toric first for
Sheetal -- the inclu-
sion of a para-athlete in an
Indian team for an able-bod-
ied international competi-
tion.

"When I started compet-

ing, I had a small dream --
to one day compete along-
side the able-bodied. I didn't
make it at first, but I kept

going, learning from every
setback. Today, that dream
is one step closer," Sheetal
wrote on social media after
the announcement.

Com Secy FCD, others
ordered to appear before
court for defying decree

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: An Anantnag
court has summoned a sen-
ior bureaucrat to appear
before it in person for non-
execution of its decrees, and
also ordered attachment of
his salary.

Tahir Khurshid Raina,
Principal District Judge
Anantnag, in his order last
week, summoned the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department's (FCD)
Commissioner Secretary to
personally appear before the
court to explain why he
should not be sent to civil
prison for defying his orders.

The court also summoned
the department's Chief
Engineer, Kashmir,
Superintending Engineer of
Hydraulic Circle, and
Executive Engineer of Flood
Control, to appear before it
on November 17.

During a hearing of a
bunch of execution petitions,
the court observed that
"obtaining a decree is the
easiest part of litigation, but
its execution is the most dif-
ficult."

Samba Police attaches 
property worth Rs 53.66 lakh

of notorious drug peddler
STATE TIMES NEWS 

SAMBA: As part of its
relentless effort against drug
peddlers and smugglers,
Samba Police on Thursday
attached a single storey resi-
dential house and a cattle
shed valuing approximately
53.66 lakhs belonging to
notorious drug peddler,
Mohd.Baru, son of Mohd.
Yousaf, resident of Laswara
tehsil Bishnah district
Jammu presently residing at
Balole Khad, Bari
Brahmana district Samba. 

The action was taken by
Police under Sections 68-E
read with 68-F of NDPS Act
of 1985 and is linked 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: In a startling revelation that
exposed the rot within unregulated digi-
tal media operations, Onkar Singh, the

Editor-in-Chief of an
unregistered online
portal, 'The Daily

Truth News', has been
found to possess an
official Jammu and

Kashmir Legislative Assembly entry
card - despite the portal having no reg-
istration or accreditation with the
Department of Information and Public
Relations.

The development has sent shockwaves
through the journalistic fraternity, par-

ticularly as one of the portal's so-called
"Reporter", Shubham, who was earlier
booked by Channi Himmat Police in
snatching case in 2023  under Section
382 IPC. The case is under judicial con-

sideration in the court of Special Excise
Magistrate and next date of hearing is
Nov 12, 2025.

The working of the portal was exposed
when snatcher cum blackmailer reporter
Shubham, who claimed to be a journal-
ist, demanded Rs 20,000 to delete a
video posted on The Daily Truth News -
an act that clearly amounts to blackmail
and extortion.

Senior journalists and Press Club vet-
erans have slammed the misuse of jour-
nalistic cover by individuals indulging in
crime, and questioned how such a por-
tal, devoid of legitimacy, managed to
secure an Assembly access card.

Former General Secretary of the Press
Club of Jammu and BJP leader
Zorawar Singh 
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STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Bihar
recorded its "highest-ever"
voter turnout in the first
phase of polling for the
Assembly election on
Thursday, with 64.66 per
cent of an electorate of more
than 3.75 crore turning up at
polling stations to exercise
their franchise.

In a statement issued here,
the Election Commission
(EC) said the first phase of
the Bihar polls concluded
peacefully, with the "highest-
ever voter turnout of 64.66
per cent" recorded in the his-
tory of the state.

A total of 121 constituen-
cies in 18 districts went to
polls in the first phase, with
an electorate of more than
3.75 crore.

During the first Bihar
Assembly polls in 1951-52,

the recorded turnout was
lowest in the state's history
at 42.6 per cent.

The previous highest voter
turnout in Bihar was record-
ed in 2000 at 62.57 per cent.

In the 2020 Assembly polls
held under the shadow of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
polling percentage was
57.29.

In the first Lok Sabha polls
in 1951-52, Bihar recorded a
voter turnout of 40.35 per
cent -- the lowest.

In the 1998 parliamentary
polls, the state recorded its
highest ever turnout of 64.6
per cent.

Officials said Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar has
congratulated the voters of
Bihar for the historic voter
turnout in the first

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Police chief Nalin
Prabhat on Thursday called
for strengthening the securi-
ty grid in Srinagar city
through advanced surveil-
lance, effective inter-agency
coordination, and proactive
field engagement.

Prabhat, the Director
General of Jammu and
Kashmir Police (DGP),
chaired a high-level security
review meeting at the police
control room in Srinagar to
assess the prevailing security
situation in the Valley and
strategise further boosting of
the security and intelligence
grid, a police spokesperson
said.

The meeting was attended
by senior officers of Police,
Central Reserve Police Force,
and Sahasra Seema Bal, he

said.
At the outset of the meet-

ing, the participating officers
briefed the DGP on the cur-
rent security scenario and
operational preparedness in
their respective jurisdictions.

The DGP issued directions
to enhance overall coordina-
tion, efficiency and field
readiness. He emphasised
the need for strengthening
the city's security grid
through advanced surveil-
lance, effective inter-agency
coordination, and proactive
field engagement.

Prabhat directed officers to
establish dynamic and sur-
prise nakas, or check-points,
at strategic and vulnerable
points to enhance area domi-
nation and deterrence.

He also instructed the offi-
cers to maintain 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha paying obeisance at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi ji Shrine
on Thursday. He prayed for the well-being of all and peace and prosperity of J&K UT.

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU:  A cordon and
search operation is underway
to track down at least two to
three terrorists believed to be

hiding in a forested area of
Kishtwar district, officials
said on Thursday.

The operation follows an
encounter that broke out

between terrorists and secu-
rity forces in the heavily
forested Chatru belt on
Wednesday in which a 

Search operation underway to track down terrorists in Kishtwar

How unregistered portal ‘The Daily Truth News’
Editor managed LA Press Gallery card?

Blackmailer reporter facing snatching case Sheetal Devi qualifies for India's able-bodied
archery team for Asia Cup

Govt launches CM's Scheme for
Introduction of Heritage Courses

Bhagwant Mann-Kejriwal Govt cheating,
looting Punjabis: Chugh

Bihar records highest-ever voter turnout of
nearly 65 pc in first phase of assembly polls

DGP calls for advanced surveillance,
inter-agency coordination

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
conducted simultaneous
searches in Jammu and
Kashmir, including at the
premises of former minister
Babu Singh, as part of a
drugs-linked money launder-
ing investigation, official
sources said.

Six premises in Srinagar
and two in Jammu are being
covered under the provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The case pertains to a nar-
cotics-linked money launder-
ing case, first detected by the
UT Police in March 2022,

where a man named Mohd
Shareef Shah was appre-
hended while attempting to
deliver Rs 6.9 lakh hawala
money from Kashmir to

Jammu to one Jatinder
Singh @ Babu Singh alias
Jatinder Singh, the sources
said.

ED raids in narco-terror case; premises
of ex-minister Babu Singh searched

Vote for someone with govt access in Nagrota
bypoll: Omar seeks support for NC candidate

Modi to inaugurate year-long
commemoration of 150 years

of 'Vande Mataram' today 
STATE TIMES NEWS 

BETTIAH/MOTIHARI
(BIHAR): Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday said that illegal

Bangladeshi immigrants
snatch jobs and pose security
threats to the country, while
asserting that the Bihar
assembly election is for mak-
ing the eastern state "infil-
trator-free".

Addressing election rallies
in West Champaran and
Motihari districts, he alleged
that the RJD indulged in
massacres and rapes while in
power, while asserting that

there is no place for
'bahubalis' (strongmen) in
the NDA government.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi established Makhana

Board... if 'Lalu
& co' come to
power, 'infiltra-
tor ghusao
board' will be set
up," he alleged.

Asserting that
only the pair of
Narendra Modi
and Nitish
Kumar can pre-
vent 'jungle raj'
in Bihar, he
alleged that

Lalu Prasad and Rahul
Gandhi were trying to pave
the way for infiltrators.

Hitting out at the
Mahagathbandhan, he said
Champaran would turn into
'mini-Chambal' if 'thagband-
han' comes to power in Bihar.

"Bihar waged a war against
Indira Gandhi's corruption,
opposed the Emergency, but
now Congress is seeking

Illegal immigrants grab jobs,
pose security threats: Shah

FOLLOW-UP

CM Omar Abdullah at election rally in Nagrota on Thursday.
(Pic by Ashok Anand)
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