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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The District
Jammu Softball
Championship 2025, organ-
ised by the District Jammu
Softball Association under
the aegis of J&K Sports
Council, concluded today
with great zeal and competi-
tive spirit at GGM Science
College Grounds, Jammu. 

The final day witnessed the
keenly contested matches of
Senior Boys and Senior Girls
categories, marking the suc-
cessful completion of the two-
day championship.

The closing ceremony was
attended by Veena Gupta,
Chairperson, District
Jammu Softball
Association, Maninder
Singh, President, District
Jammu Softball
Association, and Anil
Angral, Mandal President,
BJP, as special guests.

Speaking on the occasion,

Adv. Pushvinder Singh,
District Secretary, District
Jammu Softball
Association, expressed grat-
itude to the Chief Guest,
dignitaries, and the J&K
Sports Council for their
encouragement and sup-
port.  He lauded the partici-
pating players for display-
ing excellent performance
and sportsmanship
throughout the champi-

onship and reaffirmed the
association's commitment to
providing more opportuni-
ties to budding sportsper-
sons of the district.

Veena Gupta,
Chairperson, District
Jammu Softball
Association, in her address,
appreciated the efforts of
the organising team and
congratulated all the win-
ners and runners-up. 

She highlighted the impor-
tance of women's participa-
tion in sports and encour-
aged young girls to come
forward and take up softball
and other games at the com-
petitive level. In the Senior
Boys category, Strikers
Tejasvi Club emerged as the
champion, showcasing
remarkable skill and team-
work throughout the tourna-
ment. Baba Jitto Club
secured the runner-up posi-
tion after putting up a spir-
ited fight in the final match,
while APS Akhnoor claimed
the second runner-up spot
with an impressive overall
performance. In the Senior
Girls category, Tejasvi Club
lifted the winner's trophy,
displaying exceptional coor-
dination and determination
on the field. Evergreen Club
earned the runner-up title,
demonstrating commend-
able effort and sportsman-

ship in their matches.
Following the final match-

es, medals and trophies
were presented to the win-
ners and runners-up by the
dignitaries amid cheers and
applause from the audience.

The championship matches
were officiated by Pawan
Kumar, Ayush Singh,
Harvinder Singh Sodi, and
Madan Mohan, who ensured
fair and smooth conduct of
the event.

The two-day champi-
onship witnessed participa-
tion from 25 teams across
various categories, reflect-
ing the growing enthusiasm
for softball in Jammu
District. The event conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks
from the organising com-
mittee, acknowledging the
support of all players, offi-
cials, and guests for making
the championship a grand
success.

District Jammu Softball Championship concludes
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JAMMU: GGM Science
College, Jammu, emerged
victorious in the Inter-
Collegiate Weight Lifting
(Men & Women)
Competition for the session
2025-2026.

In the Men's section, Gold
medals were won by Ansh
Sharma, Adil Ali Zakir,
Mohd. Vaseem, Piyush
Manhas, and Harpreet
Singh, while Silver medals
were secured by Ashutosh
Goter and Aaditya Kumar.

In the Women's section,
Gold medals were bagged
by Simran Kumari, Archita

Verma, and Khushi
Kalotra, and Silver medals
went to Saloni Devi and
Bhumika Thakur.

Principal Dr. (Prof.)
Romesh Kumar Gupta  con-
gratulated the winning
teams for their outstanding
performance and lauded
their dedication, discipline,
and sportsmanship. He said
that the students' success is
a matter of immense pride
for the college and reflects
the institution's strong com-
mitment to excellence in
both academics and sports.

Dr. Gupta also extended
heartfelt appreciation to

Dr. Devinder Kumar
Sharma (I/C Physical
Director), Prof. Kiran Bala
(Sports Incharge,
Weightlifting Men's &
Women's Teams), and Dr.
Bilal Ahmed Malla (P.T.I.)
for their continuous men-
torship and efforts in pro-
moting a culture of fitness
and competition within the
campus.

Principal Dr. Gupta
remarked that such
achievements inspire others
to pursue excellence beyond
academics, fostering a spir-
it of holistic growth among
students.

GGM Science College shines in Inter-
Collegiate Weightlifting Championship
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JAMMU: The Jammu &
Kashmir Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages
(JKAACL) on Saturday
presented a mesmerizing
Kashmiri cine-theatrical
production "Sath Te
Satisar", staged by the
Yemberzal Foundation
(Regd.) at Abhinav
Theatre, Jammu. The 87-
minute-long play, written
by Prof. Farooq Fayaz and
directed by Bihari Kak,
captivated the audience
with its powerful narrative
and artistic presentation.
Speaker, Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly, Abdul
Rahim Rather graced the
occasion as the Chief
Guest.

In his address, Abdul
Rahim Rather lauded the
JKAACL and the
Yemberzal Foundation for
their efforts in preserving
and promoting the rich
cultural and spiritual her-
itage of Kashmir through
theatre. 

He praised the team for
creatively portraying the
Valley's glorious traditions
and its timeless message
of coexistence and harmo-
ny.

Earlier, in his welcome
address, Director Bihari
Kak elaborated on the cre-
ative vision behind "Sath
Te Satisar", describing it
as a symbolic journey trac-
ing the evolution of
Kashmir from its mytho-

logical origins to its mod-
ern social and cultural
identity. He said the pro-
duction is an ode to the
resilience, harmony, and
hope of the Kashmiri peo-
ple.

The Chief Guest also
felicitated the Yemberzal
Foundation team with a
memento, in the presence
of Dr. Javaid Rahi,
Divisional Head, JKAACL
Jammu, and Anil Tickoo,
Assistant Cultural Officer,
JKAACL.

Drawing inspiration

from the legendary tale of
Satisar, the mythical lake
that once covered the
Kashmir Valley, the play
explores the region's geo-
logical, historical, and
spiritual journey. It revis-
its eras of glory, intellectu-
al flourishing, and spiritu-
al awakening through the
teachings of Rishi Kashap,
Adi Shankaracharya, Sufi
Saints, and others, includ-
ing reflections on the reign
of Zain-ul-Abidin
(Budshah).

Symbolizing "Sath"-

meaning Hope-the produc-
tion celebrates Kashmir's
enduring spirit of coexis-
tence and cultural unity.
The opera's rich musical
compositions, featuring
both solo and choral per-
formances, added emo-
tional depth and reso-
nance to the narrative.

The stellar cast included
Kamal Razdan, King C.
Bharti, Ajay Waguzari,
Pammi Zutshi, Ashok
Zalpuri, Suman Pandita,
Rahul Pandita, Vinay
Pandita, Rani Bhan,
Ashok Kalloo, Bharti
Zaroo, Ashik Zaifrani, and
Manoj Jad, who vividly
brought to life characters
like Rishi Kashap, Mouj
Kasheer, Lal Ded, Shamas
Faqeer, Habba Khatoon,
and Mehjoor. The event
concluded with a vote of
thanks presented by Dr.
Javaid Rahi, appreciating
the artists, dignitaries,
and audience for their par-
ticipation and support.

Kashmiri play ‘Sath Te Satisar’ features in JKAACL’s Saptahik Rangdhara
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BUDGAM: Ashok Koul,
General Secretary
(Organization), Jammu and
Kashmir Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), conducted an
intensive booth-level cam-
paign in Main Market,
Airport Budgam (Booth No.
125) and adjoining areas as
part of the ongoing outreach
drive for the upcoming
Budgam Assembly by-elec-
tion.

Ashok Koul was accompa-
nied by BJP leader Sameer
Ahmad and a team of dedicat-
ed local party activists who
interacted with prominent
residents and appealed for
their wholehearted support
for the BJP candidate from
Budgam Assembly
Constituency, Aga Syed
Mohsin.

During the meetings, Ashok
Koul emphasized the impor-
tance of vigorous and coordi-
nated efforts by party activists
at the grassroots level, assert-
ing that booth workers are the
backbone of BJP's electoral

strength. He said that the
people of Budgam have wit-
nessed the sincerity, stability,
and service-oriented politics of
the BJP. he said that under
the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Jammu and Kashmir
has moved from neglect to
progress. The time has come
for Budgam to choose devel-
opment, empowerment, and
transparency by voting over-
whelmingly for the BJP, he
asserted. Koul highlighted
that the Modi government has
brought transformation in
every sector, from infrastruc-
ture and connectivity to educa-
tion, healthcare, and employ-
ment generation. Budgam,
being the heart of central
Kashmir, deserves to be an
integral part of this unstop-
pable journey of peace, pros-
perity, and progress, he said.

Making a strong appeal to
the locals, Ashok Koul
urged every voter to come
out in large numbers and
cast their votes in favour of
Aga Syed Mohsin to

strengthen BJP's mission of
building a new Kashmir. A
massive victory for the BJP
in Budgam will not just be a
political win, but a people's
endorsement of develop-
ment, unity, and lasting
peace, he added.

Koul called upon party
workers to intensify door-to-
door outreach, ensuring that
the message of development
and good governance reach-
es every household. The
enthusiasm and faith of the
people clearly show that
Budgam stands firmly with
the BJP's vision for a strong
and prosperous Jammu and
Kashmir, he said.

Ashok Koul appeals for massive support
to BJP candidate Aga Syed Mohsin
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JAMMU: In a meeting of
the General Category
People's Front held under
the chairmanship of its
President, Yash Paul
Sharma, members unani-
mously hailed the state-
ment of Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah regarding
the government's intention
to align the reservation
policy of Jammu and
Kashmir with the Supreme
Court's ruling that caps
the quota limit at 50 per-
cent. The Front described
the move as a step towards
restoring equality and
merit-based governance.

Welcoming the tradition-
al "Darbar Move," the
Front termed it a symbol
of unity and harmonious
coexistence among
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
and other communities in
the Union Territory.
Members, however, criti-
cized successive govern-
ments for promoting caste-
based discrimination
through vote bank politics
in the implementation of
reservations.

President Yash Paul
Sharma asserted that the

right to equality under
Article 16(1) of the
Constitution is a funda-
mental right of every citi-
zen, while clauses (4) and
(4A) of the same article
are discretionary, not
mandatory. He empha-
sized that Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward
Classes cannot claim
reservation as a funda-
mental right and that it
remains within the discre-
tion of the State or UT
government to provide or
withhold such benefits.

The Front appealed to
the UT Government to
ensure the exclusion of the
'creamy layer' and to main-
tain administrative effi-
ciency as mandated by
Article 335. It expressed
hope that economic justice
would prevail while imple-
menting reservation poli-
cies in line with the
Supreme Court's direc-
tions. 

The Front also demanded
an increase in medical
allowances for employees
and pensioners, similar to
that granted by the
Ladakh administration.

General Category People’s Front hails
CM’s stand on Reservation Policy
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SRINAGAR: The
Department of Tourism,
Jammu and Kashmir suc-
cessfully organized the
Second Edition of the
"Kashmir Marathon 2025"
at Srinagar on 2nd
November 2025. 

The event was aimed at
promoting wellness,
endurance, and sustain-
ability while positioning
Jammu and Kashmir as a
leading sports and adven-
ture tourism destination.

The Marathon witnessed
an enthusiastic participa-
tion with over 3,000 regis-
trations, including 153 on-
spot registrations. Out of
these, more than 1200

runners participated in
the event representing 27
States/Union Territories
and 11 countries.

The Full Marathon (42
km) commenced at 6:15
a.m., followed by the Half
Marathon (21 km) at 6:35
a.m. from Polo View
Ground, Srinagar.

The event was flagged
off by the  Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir
and the Lieutenant
Governor graced the
Award Ceremony held at
Polo Ground, Srinagar,
and felicitated the win-
ners.

A prize pool of Rs 3
Crore attracted participa-
tion from elite athletes

and amateur runners,
thereby establishing the
Kashmir Marathon as one
of the premier sporting
events in the region.

As part of the event, a
three-day Marathon Expo
was organized from 30th
October to 1st November,
2025 at the Indoor
Stadium Grounds, Polo
View, Srinagar, featuring
registration facilities, bib
distribution, and interac-
tive sessions with national
and international athletes.

The Department of
Tourism, Jammu and
Kashmir, expresses its sin-
cere appreciation to all
sponsors and partners
whose valuable support

contributed to the success-
ful conduct of the event.

The Kashmir Marathon
2025 was supported by
J&K Bank, Coal India,
Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd., Excise Department
J&K, NTPC, NHPC,
MEIL, REC India,
Radisson Collection,
Ramada Encore Rajbagh,
PepsiCo, Gatorade,
Bisleri, Paras Health,
JK/SAIFCO Cements,
RiteBite Max Protein, and
Enerzal. The Department
reiterates its commitment
to promoting Jammu and
Kashmir as a global desti-
nation for wellness,
sports, and sustainable
tourism.

Kashmir Marathon 2025-II draws global participation
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer
(Distribution) JPDCL,
Jammu has informed that
the power supply to Hatli,
Tridwan, Sawla, Dukhat,
Village, Khanyara, Hote,
Maroli and adjoining areas
will remain affected on
November 09 from to 7 am
to 12 noon.

Similarly, the power supply
to Palli, Nagri, Airwan,
Barwal, Jarmal and adjoin-
ing areas will remain affect-
ed on November 09 from to 7
am to 10 am.

Likewise, the power supply
to Dhar Road, Cherry Sial,
Industrial Estate Battal
Ballian and Airforce Station
will remain affected on
November 09 from to 10 am
to 2.30 pm.

Similarly, the power supply
to Bari Brahmana
Industrial area will remain
affected on November 09
from to 9 am to 10 am and 2
pm to 3 pm.

Likewise, the power supply
to Industry, DC Office and
adjoining areas will remain
affected on November 09
from to 8 am to 12 noon.


