
Cross border terror...
in the terror launch pads across the border.

"The combined intelligence inputs suggest 350 to 400 terrorists on the other
side at the launch pads or in various training camps. This threat has in no way
receded. We have to remain alert .A threat on the western front is very much
there and cannot be ignored," he said.

On the situation in Jammu and Kashmir, Gen Naravane said a 'whole of gov-
ernment' approach has led to progressive improvement in the security situation.

"Efforts to give an indigenous hue to terrorism, by setting up a fa ade, of proxy
terror Tanzeems, have failed miserably. Inimical elements, re-energised their
attempts at disrupting peace in the valley by targeting minorities, and non-locals.

However, we have been able to counter these challenges," he said.
Asked whether demilitarisation on the Siachen glacier is possible, the Army

chief suggested that it all depends on Pakistan.
"We are not averse to demilitarisation of Siachen glacier. But the precondition

for that is to acceptance of the Actual Ground Position Line (AGPL). Pakistan
has to accept it," he said.

Gen Naravane said both sides have to sign on the dotted lines before any kind
of disengagement takes place. Pakistan has been opposed to accepting the
AGPL.

Asked about drones being used by terror outfits in Jammu and Kashmir, he
said it is a threat and armed forces are seized of the challenge.

He said the drones are being used primarily to transport ammunition and
drugs.

"We are well seized of the issue...Union Home Ministry is very much alive and
countering it," he said.

India, China hold...
Chinese team was to be headed by South Xinjiang Military District Chief Maj Gen

Yang Lin.
The Indian side is expected to insist on disengagement as soon as possible in all

the remaining friction points including resolution of issues in Depsang Bulge and
Demchok.

The 13th round of talks had taken place on October 10 and they ended in a stale-
mate.

Both sides failed to make any headway in the talks with the Indian Army saying
after the dialogue that the "constructive suggestions" made by it were neither agree-
able to the Chinese side nor it could provide any "forward-looking" proposals.

The fresh talks are taking place days after India hit out at China for building a
bridge across Pangong lake in eastern Ladakh and said it is in an area that has been
under illegal occupation of that country for around 60 years.

Last week, India also described China's renaming of some places in Arunachal
Pradesh as a "ridiculous exercise" to support "untenable territorial" claims, assert-
ing that the state has always been and will always remain an "inalienable" part of
India.

In their virtual diplomatic talks on November 18, India and China agreed to hold
the 14th round of military talks at an early date to achieve the objective of complete
disengagement in remaining friction points in eastern Ladakh.

The eastern Ladakh border standoff between the Indian and Chinese militaries
erupted on May 5, 2020, following a violent clash in the Pangong lake areas.

Both sides gradually enhanced their deployment by rushing in tens of thousands
of soldiers as well as heavy weaponry.

As a result of a series of military and diplomatic talks, the two sides completed the
disengagement process last year in the north and south banks of the Pangong lake
and in the Gogra area.

Each side currently has around 50,000 to 60,000 troops along the LAC in the sen-
sitive sector.

PM’s security breach...
and the Punjab government which set up two parallel inquiry panels to probe the

security breach.
"On the previous date of hearing, it was also brought to our notice that the state

of Punjab has constituted a committee to carry out a thorough probe into the laps-
es that occurred during the Firozepur visit of the hon'ble prime minister," it said.

The committee comprised a former judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court
and principal secretary, Home Affairs and Justice, government of Punjab, it said.

It was urged on that since the lapses in the breach of security of the prime minis-
ter are being seriously attributed to the authorities of Punjab, the constitution of an
enquiry committee by the state was nothing but an abortive attempt to become a
judge in its own cause, it said.

The apex court also took note of rival submissions of the Punjab government that
show cause notices have been issued by the panel, set up by the Centre, to various
functionaries of the state government including its Chief Secretary and Director
General of Police.

"The show cause notices required the officers to respond within 24 hours as to why
disciplinary action under the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969
should not be initiated against them for their omissions and commissions," it noted
while setting up the Justice Malhotra panel.

On January 5, Modi's convoy was stranded on a flyover due to a blockade by pro-
testers in Ferozepur after which he returned from Punjab without attending any
event, including a rally.

The top court's order has come on the plea of an organisation, Lawyers Voice, seek-
ing a thorough investigation into the breach in Modi's security in Punjab to ensure
there is no such incident in the future.

Over 60,000 acres...
of 'Kacharai' (grazing land) and 1314.11 kanal (164.2 acres) of common land has

been retrieved from encroachers till date.
Bhatnagar directed the Revenue department to create a dashboard for continuous

and effective monitoring of removal of encroachments on government land.
He asked the officers to devise a mechanism under which no retrieved patch of

land is re-encroached and also advised them to prioritise the commercial chunks of
land to be retrieved first followed by others.

The Advisor also enquired about the process of digitisation of land records,
expunging of illegal entries, reconstructing the missing records afresh and progress
of revenue courts, the spokesman said.

Bhatnagar called for a comprehensive report on all the cases pending in the courts
besides the timeline showing progress registered, so far.

The spokesman said the meeting was informed that digitisation of land records for
Srinagar and Jammu is in its final stage and slated to be completed in February.

The work on updation of 'Jamabandis' in remaining districts is going to be com-
pleted in this month followed by digitisation of the same immediately in a decentral-
ized manner, he said.

Regarding the settlement and digital survey of all 6,850 revenue villages, the
spokesman said the draft survey manual has been prepared and the project manage-
ment module is also under process.

The meeting also dealt in detail with the proposed roadmap for online services to
get revenue extracts besides integration of mutation and registration system for
real-time updation of revenue records without any extra encumbrance, he said.

With addition of about 127 slots a week in favour of each sub-registrar, the process
of registration of properties has become quick and easy, the spokesman said.

He said around 60 percent increase in registration of properties through these
offices has been made this year as compared to the previous year.

The registrations in 2021 were calculated at 65,626 in contrast to only 39,039
registrations made in 2020, the spokesman said.

J&K records 1,695...
tested positive for the virus. However, everyone is under quarantine as per proto-

col and reports of mild to no symptoms while being constantly monitored and sup-
ported by the medical unit. The IIT Jammu campus is currently under sanitisation,
the statement added.

It said most of the students had left the campus for semester break in December.
Meanwhile, Ladakh has reported 41 fresh COVID-19 cases, taking the tally to

22,727, while the number of active cases in the Union Territory has reached 406,
officials said.

The Union Territory has recorded 222 coronavirus-related deaths -- 164 in Leh
and 58 in Kargil -- since the outbreak of the pandemic last year, they said.

No death was reported from Ladakh on Tuesday, the officials said.
On the bright side, 32 more patients recovered from the infection and were dis-

charged from hospitals in Ladakh, pushing the count of recoveries to 22,099, they
said.

Thirty-three of the fresh COVID-19 cases were reported from Leh district and
eight from Kargil district, they said. 

A total of 372 sample reports in Ladakh tested negative for the infection in the
last 24 hours, they said.

Leh accounts for 383 of the total number of active cases in Ladakh, while Kargil
district has 23 such infections.

IIT Jammu will conduct all classes online and the staff and the faculty members
will continue to work from home until further instructions. We are comforted to
report that 100 percent of our community is vaccinated to fight the virus, it said.

Meanwhile, the Covid Task Force on Wednesday met here under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta and reviewed the public health response and
various mitigation measures being put in place for effective containment and miti-
gation of the infection in Jammu and Kashmir.

Observing that Omicron is being perceived as less dangerous than the delta vari-
ant responsible for the second wave, the chief secretary appealed to the public to
raise their guard and remain cautious and vigilant to the infection since it has a high
rate of transmission and can infect a larger group of people over shorter periods.

JSCL inks pact...
to time as well as provide information about various agencies and commercial

establishments regarding their business and promotional activities, the officials
said.

In the imminent future, they said these standalone advertisement spaces could be
scaled up to variable message displays (VMDs) also.

''These ad panels will not only disseminate information but also enhance revenue.
The project is being executed by JSCL under Jammu Smart City Mission and after
the completion, the project will be handed over to Jammu Municipal Corporation
(JMC),'' Lavasa said.

She said the project will help JMC to improve municipal revenue, which will be
utilised for the welfare of the public.

Several initiatives have already been taken under the aegis of JSCL to improve the
urban experience of the population including tourists.

These include installation of wayfinding signages, establishing of WiFi zones,
improving the drainage scenario in the city, improvement of junctions/rotaries,
roads developments, and establishment of the heritage trail, among others.

Active COVID cases...
or migrated so far. Maharashtra recorded the maximum number of 1,281 cases

followed by Rajasthan at 645,Delhi 546, Karnataka 479 and Kerala 350.
An increase of 1,33,873 cases has been recorded in the active COVID-19 caseload

in a span of 24 hours.
Meanwhile, noting the "significant surge" in COVID-19 cases in the country, the

Centre has written to all states and UTs urging them to direct departments con-
cerned to ensure adequate buffer stock of medical oxygen for at least 48 hours and
reinvigorate oxygen control rooms.

The Union Health Ministry said the emerging scenario calls for immediate meas-
ures by states and UTs to ensure optimal availability of medical oxygen at all health
facilities.

In a letter to states and UTs, Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said that
private health facilities providing oxygen therapy services may be assessed and their
medical oxygen infrastructure capacities need to be explored.

A possible strategy and mechanism to leverage the private sector in times of peak
of demand can be explored, he advised.

Bhushan said all the health facilities should have adequate inventory of oxygen
cylinders along with back-up stocks and robust refilling systems. It should also be
ensured that these cylinders are filled and kept ready.

"All districts should ensure that oxygen concentrators supplied to them are fully
functional. Their proper up keep and maintenance need to be ensured, " he said.

Bhushan asked states and UTs to ensure optimal use of all oxygen delivery equip-
ment and devices, and deployment of adequately trained HR at all facilities.

CS asks H&ME...
delta variant and as such requires ardent mitigation and containment measures

from an early stage, preferably when the positivity rate breaks out the 10% bench-
mark.

Observing that Omicron is being perceived as less dangerous than the delta vari-
ant responsible for the second wave, the Chief Secretary appealed to the public to
raise their guard and remain cautious and vigilant to the infection since it has a high
rate of transmission and can infect a larger group of people over shorter periods. "It
remains the social and moral responsibility of every citizen to be responsible for
themselves and those around them; they must exercise due diligence against any
symptom of infection in the interest of their family members as well as that of soci-

ety at large", Dr. Mehta maintained.
People were further appealed to avoid visiting crowded places and all symptomatic

persons to appropriately isolate themselves and seek medical assistance, if
required. In the event of non-availability of home isolation, institutional isola-
tion facilities can be availed.

The NHM was asked to widely publicize the COVID helplines and
UT/Divisional/District-level emergency contact numbers for assistance includ-
ing tele-consultations through bulk messages and proper advertisement,
besides promoting medical interactions with medical experts on both electron-
ic and social media. The Department was also asked to create visual content in
vernaculars on COVID good practices for circulation among the general pub-
lic.

The Chief Secretary directed ramping up of testing facilities in Jammu and
Kashmir to conduct over 2 lakh daily tests in the coming days while maintain-
ing the contact tracing ratio at 1:15.

The Task Force was further apprised that under ECRP-II, all infrastructur-
al preparations have been completed and ICU beds, oxygen supported beds,
and ventilators are in a state of readiness. At present, the bed occupancy in
Jammu and Kashmir is less than 10% and the medical facilities are maintain-
ing a healthy and comfortable state.

Dr. Mehta further impressed upon the Health Department to circulate treat-
ment SOPs for minor children and train the pediatrics staff accordingly,
besides ensuring the availability of the best treatment and facilities including
suitable ventilators and related machinery to this age category which has hith-
erto remained less affected from COVID-19.

Channi, Sidhu treachery...
government ignored the warnings given by some senior officials but was a treach-

ery to the nation and it's prime minister. 
Chugh demanded that the Channi government should be hauled for it's treacher-

ous acts which he and PCC president Navjot Sidhu had planned to please Imran
Khan's ISI and bring PM within Pakistan firing range. 

He said the Supreme Court committee would soon identify the black sheep in the
grave breach of the prime minister's security.

The Congress, Chugh said,  has always patronized enimical forces and could go to
any length to endanger the life of the prime minister. 

JDA allotees decry...
shared, "I have not been given possession of the land even after making full pay-

ment to the Jammu Development Authority and despite numerous requests made
to the concerned officers.  We have approached the Secretary of JDA, Vice-
Chairperson JDA a number of times but they never showed any interest in giving
us possession of the land. I think this is mainly because the JDA is hand in glove
with property dealers and encroachers and it is a big nexus running. Through
STATE TIMES, I appeal to the Lieutenant Governor to look into the matter and
take strict action against all those who maintained silence instead of providing jus-
tice to we allottees. It is our hard-earned money and we want our land."

Several of people, mostly Gujjars, this afternoon held a protest against the demo-
lition drive by the JDA with PDP President Mehbooba Mufti questioning the selec-
tive demolition of houses of tribal community and asked the residents to stand up
against such atrocities.

The JDA on Tuesday retrieved prime land worth crores of rupees from encroach-
ers during an anti-encroachment drive with the assistance of police and district
administration in Roopnagar.

According to the JDA officials, the encroached land in the posh area measuring
over five acres was retrieved during the five-hour-long drive which saw some 17
structures including houses and cowshed razed to the ground.

Former chief minister Mehbooba, reacted sharply to the demolition drive.
J&K Admn's selective demolition of houses in Jammu & rendering tribals home-

less is yet another method to vent their hatred by targeting minorities. Seemingly
these communal policy decisions are sanctioned at the top. People need to stand up
against such atrocities, she wrote on twitter in response to a video-clip shared by a
social media user.

Mercury plunges below...
temperature last night as mercury settled at minus 3.6 degrees Celsius. The

city had recorded a low of 0.2 degrees Celsius previous night, they said
They said Qazigund, the gateway town to the Valley, recorded the minimum of

minus 5.3 degrees Celsius, while the nearby south Kashmir town of Kokernag
recorded a low of minus 7.2 degrees Celsius.

The mercury in Kupwara in north Kashmir settled at a low of minus 5.5
degrees Celsius.

The MeT office said the weather is likely to stay mainly dry over the next few
days.

Kashmir Valley is currently under the grip of the 40-day harshest winter peri-
od known as 'Chilla-i-Kalan' which began on December 21.

'Chilla-i-Kalan' is a period when a cold wave grips the region and the tempera-
ture drops considerably leading to the freezing of water bodies, including the
famous Dal Lake here, as well as the water supply lines in several parts of the
Valley.

The chances of snowfall are the most frequent and maximum during this peri-
od and most areas, especially in the higher reaches, receive heavy to very heavy
snowfall.

The 'Chilla-i-Kalan' will end on January 31, but the cold wave continues even
after that in Kashmir with a 20-day-long 'Chillai-Khurd' (small cold) and a 10-
day-long 'Chillai-Bachha' (baby cold). 
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CS Dr Arun Kumar Mehta reviewing public health response to COVID surge in J&K.

SRTC bus derails near Sudh Mahadev,
narrow escape for passengers

STATE TIMES NEWS 
UDHAMPUR: A bus of Jammu & Kashmir Transport Corporation (JKTC) went
out of bridge near Sudh
Mahadev Mandir in
Udhampur district. The front
tyre of bus went outside a
bridge, located on Lahti-
Chineni-Marg, making passen-
gers to scream. 

According to sources, there
were more than 40 passengers
in bus (JK02Y0704) which
was heading towards Chenani
from Lati. The incident occurred as bus went out of control due to a slippery road
conditions.

Suspected drone activity spotted in
Kanachak at city outskirts

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Security forces launched a massive search operation after some drone
activity was spotted in Kanachak belt near International Border (IB) in city out-
skirts on Wednesday. As per police officials, "Locals from village Dhab in Sandhwan
area noticed some drone activity on Tuesday night and reported matter to authori-
ties.  Acting swiftly, joint teams of police and BSF carried out a search operation in
area but found nothing. Searches were also carried out with the first light this morn-

ing but no suspicious object was found." Some locals reported to police that they
noticed blinking lights (suspected drone) on Tuesday night, after which searches
were carried out.

Woman among two killed in mishaps
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: A woman among two persons killed in separate mishaps on Wednesday.
As per details, a bike got hit by a tanker in Palli Morh area of Kathua, due to which

rider, namely Ali, son of Mukhtiyar, resident of Danore, died on the spot.   
Meanwhile, a scooty got hit by a matador near Shakuntla area as a result of which

the rider got injured. She was shifted to hospital where doctors declared her as
brought dead. The deceased was identified as Meena Kumari, wife of Baldev Singh,
resident of Bantalab.          

Drug peddler nabbed with 1.5 Kg Ganja 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Police on Wednesday nabbed a drug peddler and recovered 1.5 Kg Ganja
from his possession. 

As per details, Trikuta Nagar police, on a tip-off laid a Naka in the area and inter-
cepted a pedestrian. During search, 1.5 Kg Ganja was recovered from possession of
accused, identified as Manoj Kumar, resident of UP. He was arrested and a case was
registered against him.     

Electricity wires stolen from houses 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU:  Thieves on Wednesday decamped with electricity wires from outside of
many houses in Trikuta Nagar area.  

As per details, locals of Trikuta Nagar lodged a complaint with police that thieves
decamped with electricity wires from outside their houses. Police has registered a
case and started investigation.    

Car with fake number plate seized 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Police on Wednesday seized a car with fake registration number plate at
Pacca Danga.

As per details, Traffic police during a Naka in Pacca Danga area intercepted a car
and asked driver to produce documents. During scrutiny, it came to fore that docu-
ments are of some other vehicle. The car was seized and a case was registered for

investigation. According to sources, a Government employee was driving the car and
his family was also with him.      

NIA raids teacher's house 
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: NIA team on Wednesday raided house of a teacher in Pulwama and
seized some papers during the raid. 

According to a report, NIA team raided house of a teacher, namely Farooq Ahmed
Wani, resident of Gusu, Pulwama on Wednesday evening and conducted extensive
search. It was informed that raid was conducted in the context of a case, registered
by NIA. The matter is being investigated further. 

Rs 16,100 fine recovered from SoPs violators
STATE TIMES NEWS

RAMBAN: The Enforcement teams on Wednesday fined scores of violators for
roaming without wearing face-masks and not maintaining physical distance. 

The enforcement teams, during inspection in their respective jurisdictions,
recovered a fine of Rs 16,100 taking the total amount fined since April 1, 2021
to Rs 79,94,500. The Enforcement officers urged people to wear face masks and
maintain physical distance besides taking COVID vaccination doses at their
nearest CVC. As per daily bulletin issued by the Chief Medical Officer, Ramban,
Dr Mohammad Fareed Bhat, the Health Department has collected 2,764 sam-
ples including 459 RT-PCR and 2,305 RAT samples besides administering
COVID vaccine to 1,327 persons at 34 dedicated Vaccination Centres in dis-
trict.

As per the District Immunization Officer, Ramban, Dr Suresh, the Health
Department on Wednesday administered vaccine doses to 1,327 people includ-
ing 785 children in 15-17 years age-group which include 180 in Medical Block
Banihal, 228 in Batote, 190 in Ukhral and 187 in Gool.

Trucker found dead 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: A trucker was found dead along roadside in Digiana Ashram area on
Wednesday. 

As per details, deceased driver was Ranbir Singh, resident of Tral presently stay-
ing at Babliyana. His body was found along roadside by some locals who informed
police, which shifted the body to morgue for autopsy. Police has registered a case
and started investigation.      


