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Five Star XI wins Shaheed Maj TBS JU organises induction programme

Amit Inter-Tehsil T-10 trophy

m STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: Five Star team
won the Shaheed Maj Amit
Kumar Thenge Inter Tehsil
T-10 Cricket Tournament
organized by Army at
Mendhar.

The grand trophy to Five
Star team and individual
prizes were awarded to team
members.

The tournament developed
cohesiveness amongst the
youth of the area and has
strengthened existing cordial
relationship with army.

On the ocecasion, Indian
Army encouraged the youth
for their efforts to make the

Over 3.5 lakh pilgrims
take holy dip at Gangasagar

on Makar Sankranti
m AGENCY
SAGAR ISLAND: Over 3.5
lakh pilerims took the holy
dip at the confluence of the
Ganga and the Bay of
Bengal here on the occasion
of Makar Sankranti on
Friday, even as officials car-
ried out RT-PCR tests as
part of the measures to check
the spread of COVID-19.

Those who have taken the
double dose of COVID vac-
cines and found negative for
the disease have been allowed
to enter Sagar Island for the
Gangasagar fair, a senior
official of West Bengal's
South 24 Parganas district
said.

The holy bath began at
midnight as pilgrims from
different parts of the country
gathered at the confluence
braving cold and steady driz-
zle.

They also offered prayers
at the Kapil Muni temple
here.

According to locals, physi-
cal distancing went for a toss
during the dip even though
disaster management and
civil  defence  personnel,
policemen and volunteers
were active to maintain
COVID protocols.

The district administration
claimed it regulated the pro-
ceedings to a great extent
and most of the pilgrims fol-
lowed the instructions, an
official said.

"We didn't allow anyone
without RT-PCR test and
double vaccination certifica-
tion this time. The screening
was done at all embarkation
points, including Kolkata's
Babughat and South 24
Parganas' Namkhana and
Lot 8. As of now, an estimat-
ed 3.5 lakh pilgrims took the
holy dip," he said.

Winner and Runner-up teams posing with army officials
after receiving trophies.

best use of such a platform to
display their sporting talent
and also laid emphasis on the

Poonch: Lassana Seri Chowana team wins Inter-block Cricket Cup DY’ organises Surya Namaskar actoss J&K

m STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: District Youth
Services and Sports
Department Poonch organ-
ised an Inter- block cricket
tournament here at GHSS
Seri Khawaja ground.

Final of the cup was
played between Panchayat
Seri Chowana and
Panchayat Kalai teams.

After winning the toss Seri
Chowana made 67 runs in
10 overs. Kalai failed to
achieve the target and col-
lapsed on 59.

Pyt. Seri Chowana A won
the match by 8 runs ,
Pervaiz Malik Afridi was
declared man of the match
who played an innings of 21
runs and Took 3 wickets.
The PET Iftakhar Bhatti

importance of games and
sports for their overall devel-
opment.

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Business School (TBS),
University of Jammu organized
Induction Programme for newly
admitted students of MBA batch
2021-2023 from January 10 to 14,
2022.

The inaugural ceremony was
presided over by Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Manoj Dhar, who encouraged the stu-
dents to follow the noble values of dis-
cipline in their everyday lives and con-
tribute towards the nation building.

Earlier; in his welcome address Prof.
Sameer Gupta, Director; The Business
School, apprised that the Induction
programme is in line with UGC guide-
line as per New Education Policy.

He emphasized that prime object of
induction programme would help the
students to appreciate the importance
of professionalism and values.

The one week programme was a per-
fect blend of sessions delivered by
Corporates, Entrepreneurs, Alumni
and Eminent Professors of the
University and outside the University
of Jammu covered significant topics.

The first day morning session started
with an address by Pankaj Gupta
CEO, KGRM Enterprises who talked
about preparation needed for the inter-
view either by doing SWO'T analysis
about yourself or being associated with
any big firm.

He also talks about the large format
store (LF'S) and how they are chang-
ing the landscape across the world.

The afternoon session was delivered
by Mohit Gupta an Alumnus of TBS
presently CEO of Badri Mal Ram
Charan who shared his own experience
on "Entrepreneurship".

The second day morning session

started with key note speech by
Geetika Kohli, Alumnus of The
Business School. She discussed the sig-
nificance of New age skills and Career.

The Afternoon session was delivered
by Prof. Prakash Anthal, Dean
Student, Welfare, who briefed about the
different extra-curricular activities and
Prof.  Vishav Raksha, Chairperson,
Campus Cultural Committee discussed
about importance of cultural activities
and also about gender sensitivity
issues. Third day morning session was
given by Dr. Nutan K.Resutra, who
spoke about Human Values.
Afternoon session was delivered by
Prof. Vinay Chauhan, Dean students
Placement, JU, who shared with the
students the process and scope of
placements and Prof. Neeru Sharma,
Coordinator MOOCs Courses, gave
students an insight into UGC's MOOC

online courses.

The fourth day, morning session was
on different centralized facilities pro-
vided by the University of Jammu.
Delivered by  Dr. Komal Nagar,
Assistant Director, Physical Education,
Prof. Satinder, Provost Hostel (Boys)
and Prof. Shashi Manhas, Provost
Hostel (Girls) Afternoon session was on
Mentor-Mentee relationship by faculty
members of The Business School,
including Prof. Sameer Gupta(
Director) Prof.Alka Sharma, Prof.
vinay Chouhan,Dr. Rajendra Mishra,
Dr. Amisha Gupta, Dr. Komal Nagar,
Dr. Rachna, Dr: Saloni, Dr. Aubid and
Dr. Shelleka Gupta wherein faculty
members provided guidance and coun-
selling to students about MBA as
career path. All the sessions were coor-
dinated by the faculty members of The
Business School.
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DYSS Officer Poonch, Ch. Mohammad Qasim posing with teams and other offi C|aJs

and Imran Fazali acted as
match umpires. Score was
managed by  Manzoor
Ahmed Lone.

Distriect Youth Services
and Sports Officer Poonch
Ch. Mohammad Qasim was
the chief guest, while the

sports event was held under
the supervision of ZPEO
Surankote Vipin Khajuria.
Anis Ahmed PET, Wasim
Akram  PET, Iftekhar
Bhatti PET, REK's includ-
ing Shabir Malik , Aijaz
Malik, Manzoor Ahmed

RASC Jindrah gifts books to Health Valley in Brazil

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: To promote the
reading habit among people,
Roller Athlete Skating Club
(RASC) Jindrah, under its
books  distribution  pro-
gramme, gifted about 125
books to Rosana Viana,
owner of Health Valley
restaurant in  Salvador,
Brazil. The gifted books are
related to spirituality, health,
food, novels and other gener-
al topies.

Pertinent to mention here
that RASC has already done
such initiatives in Jammu
and adjoining areas, but it is
for the first time that Club
undertook such an initiate
outside the country, thereby
setting an example. The
main aim behind the initia-
tive is to inculcate a habit of
sharing and reading books
among masses, which is
diminishing fast in present
era of Information technolo-

President RASC Ji ndrah, Arya Vir S ngh gifting
books to Rosana Viana.

gy. Speaking on the oceasion,
President RASC, Arya Vir
Singh said that he shared an
idea of setting a reading
place in the restaurant,
which was highly appreciated
by Rosana and she offered
some space in her restaurant
for the moble initiative
besides accepting gifted
books. Another member of

Young Petersen comes of age as South Africa
wrap-up series with seven-wicket win

m AGENCY

CAPE TOWN: A South
African team going through
one of its toughest transition
phases embarrassed a star-
studded Indian team with a
clinical seven-wicket victory in
the third Test to clinch a mem-
orable 2-1 series triumph here
on Friday.

The target of 212 wasn't a
tough ask and starting the day
at 101 for two, young pre-
tender Keegan Petersen (82,
113 balls) along with Rassie
van Der Dussen (41 not out)
added 54 runs for the third
wicket to seal the match before
Temba Bavuma (32 not out)
helped in putting the final
touches.

Petersen walked away with
both the player of the match as
well as player of the series hon-
ours.

Sunil Gavaskar termed it as a
"Nightmare for India" as they
were not even close to compet-
g in the last two Tests and
Dean Elgar's ear to ear grin
and the bear hugs that he
shared with his teammates
said it all.

It was especially sweet for the
hosts who lost premier pacer
Anrich Nortje to injury before
the series and were then hit by
Qumton de Kock's sudden mid-
series retirement.

The Indian team, meanwhile,
lost it in their mind after the
contentious DRS review of
Elgar that went wrong on
Thursday and their focus on
using stump mierophone more
to take digs at broadcaster
Supersport instead of
focussing on getting Petersen
out spelt their doom.

"Tt's a great spectacle of Tests
for everyone to watch; hard-
fought series. Great first game

but SA did amazingly well. In
both Tests they won, they were
clinical with the ball in crunch
moments," India skipper Virat
Kohli admitted after the game.

With this series defeat,
India's record of never having
won a Test series in the
Rainbow Nation for three
decades, remained intact.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni is
the only India captain to have
managed a drawn series back
i 2010.

It was one of the strongest
Indian teams on paper against
one of the weakest South
African teams on paper.

However, the operative word
here was "on paper” as Elgar's
unheralded bunch showed a lot
of character in punching above
their weight and also getting
heavily rewarded for their
relentless efforts.

"The way our bowling unit
delivered throughout the series
is brilliant. I threw down the
challenge after the first game
and the guys responded bril-
liantly," said an elated Elgar.

The mindless chatter and
cessant sledging didn't both-
er the likes of Petersen and Van
der Dussen as they went about
their job in a thoroughly pro-
fessional manner:

India's batters were far too
dependant on bowlers to bail
them out for the past few years
but this series showed that this
attack is human too even
though they put their best foot
forward, which wasn't comple-
mented at all by the willow
wielders.

The only hope for India was
the first spell from Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed
Shami in sultry conditions with
the semi-new ball and they did
their bit with all sincerity.

Petersen was beaten time
and again but, in between,
scored his runs to keep the
scoreboard ticking.

Their strategy was to see off
the first spell and capitalise
when Umesh Yadav, who is
known to bowl boundary balls,
was brought into the attack.

Bumrah, in his second spell,
did get one to straighten but
Cheteshwar Pujara, enduring
a poor series with the bat,
dropped a crucial regulation
slip catch with the batter on 59.

If one remembers, it was
Ross Taylor, who had got a 'life'
when Pujara dropped a sitter
during World Test
Championship final and the
bowler at the receiving was
again, Bumrah.

It was Shardul Thakur who
finally had the young man
played on but by then Petersen
had ensured a series win for his
team.

It needs to be put as it is.
India did not lose the Test
because of one DRS that went
wrong but for the consistent
poor batting throughout the
series save the first innings of
the first Test.

The scores of 202, 223 and
198 is the reason India lost and
the second innings effort at
both Wanderers and Newlands
showed that Indian bowlers
could only do as much.

The heavy duty tirade
against the host broadcasters
Supersport with their cus-
tomised diatribe did not look
good in the face of a dismal
performance.

The skipper himself led the
attack and it seemed like a
forceful way of trying to put
the blame squarely on technol-
ogy that "may or may not have
gone wrong'.

Club, Valeria Penfold was
also present on the oceasion
and also gifted some good
spiritual books.

Rosana expressed gratitude
towards  Roller  Athlete
Skating Club Jindrah for
sharing an idea of developing
a reading space besides pre-
senting a number of useful
books for book-lovers.

lone, Manzoor Rather,
Sajjad Rather, Ch Israr, Ch
Irfan, Javed Igbal, Imran
Fazli, Shahid Ahmed and
Pervaiz Malik Afridi were
also present as field staff
and officiated the whole
tournament.

Organization of Surya
Namaskar held at Central

Sanskrit University

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: National Service
Scheme (NSS) at Central
Sanskrit  University, Shri
Ranbir Campus on Friday per-
formed Surya Namaskar. The
program was conducted by
Pankaj, Program Officer; NSS.
Surya Namaskar was done to
the volunteers and teachers
and employees of the NSS by
Maninder Singh, a Physical
Teacher and Yoga Instructor
The vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Dr. Yogendra Dixit,
Program Officer; NSS. Sharat
Chandra Sharma, Kailash
Chandra  Dash,  Vishal
Mahajan, Sanjay Mishra,
Pradeep  Mishra,  Akhil
Sharma, Praveen Kumar,
Suman Chandra Pant, and
other teachers and employees
of campus along with National
Service Scheme volunteers
were present in the pro-
granmme.
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JAMMU: As part of 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav', the
Department  of  Youth
Services and Sports (DYSS),
J&K on the directions of its

Principal Secretary Alok
Kumar and Director,
Gazanfar Ali  organised

'Surya Namaskar' on Friday
across all the district head-
quarters of the Union
Territory and the Directorate
Office, here.

As per the planning and
decision of Government of
India, around 75 lakh people
across the globe virtually
took part in the programme.

The officers, the field staff
and the general youth were
part of the event.

Bearing chill and inclement
weather conditions, the field
staff and the youth enjoyed
the activity even on snow sur-

Sudents performing Surya Namaskar in Udhampur on Friday.

faces in Kashmir division
and the hilly areas in Jammu
division.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Surya Namaskar is
offered as a salutation to the
Sun to exhibit one's gratitude
for each of its rays as it nur-
tures all living being.

Experts believe that doing
one round of Surya

Namaskar burns over 13
calories, and the magical
number to apply Surya
Namaskar for weight loss is
12.

The programme  was
attended by the Physical
Education Lecturers,
PEM's, PET's, ReK's, NYC's
and students via virtual
mode.

Queen s Baton for 2022 CWG artives in Odisha

= AGENCY
BHUBANESWAR: The
Queen's Baton for the

Birmingham Commonwealth
Games (CWG) arrived in
Odisha on Friday.

It was received by Odisha
Hockey Promotion Couneil
chairman Dilip Tirkey and offi-
cials of the Sports and Youth
Services Department.

Eminent sportspersons of the

state Anuradha Biswal and

Shradhanjali Samantray were
present to welcome the Queen's
Baton.

The baton will be in
Bhubaneswar for the night,
and on Saturday, it will tour
Puri and Konark where digni-
taries and senior district offi-
cials will receive it.

It will then return to
Bhubaneswar for the symbolic

relay at the Kalinga Stadium
where eminent sportspersons of
the state will be present.

"Tt is a momentous and his-
toric occasion for us. It is a
great honour for Odisha to
receive the Queen's Baton and
be part of its journey prior to
the commencement of the
Commonwealth Games 2022,"
said Tirkey. It began on
October 7 last year at the
Buckingham Palace, where
Queen Elizabeth IT placed her
message onto the baton, signi-
fying the start of the 294-day
relay to the 72 nations and ter-
ritories of the Commonwealth.
The India leg of the baton relay
started on January 12 from
New Delhi. The baton will leave
for Singapore on January 16.
It will return to England ahead
of the games, scheduled from
July 28 to August 8.

Fire in Kulgam temple: KPs demand ‘speedy justice’, police deny foul play
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KULGAM: As the news of a minor
fire at an ancient temple in Kashmir
broke out, Kashmiri Pandits lodged a
protest alleging foul play and
demanded the arrest of those who
'engineered' the act.

The police on the other hand said its
preliminary investigation suggested
that it was an accidental fire that may
have been caused by the burning diyas
at the Mata Lalita Tripura Sundari
temple in Devsar area of South
Kashmir's Kulgam on the intervening
night of Thursday and Friday.

"The minor fire incident in Mata
Tripur Sundari (Devsar) temple is

being investigated by Police. Pre
Enquiry reveals #Fire happend acci-
dentally by the DIYAs/ARTI being
kept in Temple for daily routine.... No
signs of Miscreant act. Public are
requested not to pay heed to rumors
(sic), Kulgam district police tweeted.
Kulgam Senior Superintendent of

Police (SSP) GV Sundeep
Chakravarthy and Deputy
Commissioner Bilal Mohi-ud-din

Bhat rushed to the temple to investi-
gate.

The Kashmiri Pandits, however,
alleged the police of a cover up. They
questioned how the fire broke out at
midnight in such extreme cold condi-

tions and how the tree, considered to
the seat of the deity, was burnt while
curtains and threads offered by devo-
tees were not.

"Tt's not possible that diyas could
cause such fire, that too, when no one
enters the temple these days.....how
can a diya cause fire at 1 am," Sunita
Dhar; a resident of Devsar asked.

"This is unacceptable and the local
authorities rushing to conclusions
without investigating is even more
tormenting," former BJP lawmaker
Surinder Ambardar said.

Demanding an unbiased investiga-
tion, Vishwa Kashmiri Samaj con-
venor Kiran Watal said, "Tt is the duty

of the Lieutenant Governor adminis-
tration and police to protect cen-
turies-old religious heritage temples
and shrines in Kashmir."

Functionaries of the Youth All India
Kashmiri Samaj and global Kashmiri
Pandits Diaspora, too, demanded a
speedy investigation into the case.

Locals said 'arti' is not performed at
the temple off late as it remains
closed.

Police, for their part, said an Army
team had cleaned and sanitized the
temple in the midnight and the fire
may have triggered during the
cleanup. The Army, however, did not
responded to queries.

Sindhu, Sen enter semifinals of India Open

= AGENCY

NEW DELHI: Two-time
Olympic medallist P V Sindhu
and world championship
bronze medallist Lakshya Sen
registered contrasting wins to
advance to the women's and
men's  singles  semifinals,
respectively, at the Yonex-
Sunrise India Open bad-
minton tournament here on
Friday.

Top seed Sindhu, a former
world champion, got the better
of  compatriot  Ashmita
Chaliha 21-7 21-18 in 36 min-
utes, while Sen rallied his way
to a hard-fought 14-21 21-9
21-14 victory over H S

Prammoy in another all-Indian
quarterfinal.
The  26-year-old from

Hyderabad set up a women's
singles last-four clash with
Thailand's sixth seed
Supanida Katethong, who
entered the semifinals after
the third seeded Yeo Jia Min
of Singapore pulled out of the
tournament due to "high
fever".

Sen, seeded third, will
square off against Malaysia's

Ng Tze Yong in the semifinals.

In the other women's semifi-
nal, Aakarshi Kashyap will
face second seeded Thai
Busanan Ongbamrungphan
after the Indian notched up a
21-12 21-15 win over compa-
triot Malvika Bansod on
Friday.

Busanan trounced USA's
Lauren Lam 21-12 21-8 in
another last-eight clash.

Second seeded men's doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and  Chirag
Shetty also entered the semifi-
nals with a 21-18 21-18 win
over Singapore's Hee Yong
Kai Terry and Loh Kean
Hean.

Haritha

Manazhiyil
Harinarayan and Ashna Roy
also made it to the last four in
women's doubles after beating

Rudrani Jaiswal and
Jamaludeen Anees Kowsar
21-16 21-16 in the quarterfi-
nals.

The last time Sindhu was up
against Chaliha, at the 83rd
Yonex-Sunrise Senior
National Championship in
2019, the youngster from
Assam had produced a spirit-
ed performance.

On Friday, Chaliha took
time to get into the groove and
put up a good fight in the sec-
ond game but couldn't stop
Sindhu from walking away

with the mateh.

Sindhu came out all guns
blazing in the opening game,
Jjumping to a 11-5 lead at the
interval and then reeled off the
last 10 points to earn the
bragging rights.

Chaliha gave a better
account of herself in the sec-
ond game as she tied 9-9
before Sindhu managed a
slender one-point advantage
at the break. Sindhu zoomed
to 15-11 but Chaliha again
clawed her way back to 15-15.

Thereafter, Sindhu switched
gears and grabbed four match
points. Chaliha saved two
match points before Sindhu
closed out the tie.

In men's singles, it was the
first international meeting but
third overall between Sen and
Prannoy as the duo engaged
in a battle of supremacy.

On a comeback trail,
Prannoy, who had reached the
quarterfinals at the last world
championships, dominated
the proceedings initially to
secure a 6-2 lead. He got his
acts together in time to turn
the tables at 12-10 and then

zoomed from 15-14 to pocket
the opening game.

"The pace was high in the
first game as both of us tried
to up the pace but I made
errors at 13-13 and it cost me
the game," Sen said.

Sen, however, roared back
into the contest in the second
game as he ran up a huge 12-
5 lead and didn't look back
from that point, as Prannoy
crumbled.

In the decider; Prannoy took
the early initiative, opening up
a 6-1 advantage but couldn't
sustain it as Sen moved to 11-
9 at the interval and then
pocketed nine of the next 11
points to seal the match in his
favour.

"T played a bit more patient-
ly in second and I had lead all
through, and in the third
game he started well but I
gave away easy points in the
beginning. But then I started
playing patiently and played
the rally game and it was
working for me, so I stuck to
it. I had 3-4 points lead, so it
helped me to close out the
mateh," Sen said.



