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STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Addressing
the joint India-UK meet on
"Sustaining Food Production
under Environmental Stress",
in hybrid mode today, Union
Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh
called for collaboration
between the two nations of
India and United Kingdom on
issues of mutual concern like
achieving the goals of food
security and zero hunger.  

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
India and UK must invite glob-
al collaborations in various
dimensions of science like agri-
culture, medicine, food, phar-
ma, engineering or defense. 

The Workshop is being
organized jointly by National
Agri-Food Biotechnology
Institute (NABI), Mohali, an
institute under Department of
Biotechnology, Government of
India and University of
Birmingham, United
Kingdom, and supported by
Newton Bhabha Fund and
British Council.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
India-UK joint collaboration
may include programmes like
students exchange, basic
research, technology develop-
ment, product development as
well as product/process demon-

stration and their implementa-
tion in joint collaboration. 

The Minister said, COVID
demonstrated that Science is
the only major key tool to find
solutions and to give solutions
for tough times to be faced by
the mankind. He pointed out
that Indian science has proved
the capability to produce vac-
cines for such a high risk/ dev-
astating disease in a very limit-
ed time and at the same time
added that we should not
restrict our ideas to Indian per-
spectives, rather there should
have a global horizon.

Dwelling on the issue of
Sustainable Food Production,
Dr Jitendra said, the South
Asian region is facing the
shrinking arable land, besides
the problem of global climate
change that needs to be
addressed. Quoting World
Bank data, the Minister point-
ed out that the Arable land in
South Asia was reported at
43.18 % in 2018 which has
been stagnant since the early
1970s and recently declining.
He said, growth in yields and
more intensive use of land will
account for all of the growth in
crop production and will also
compensate for losses in the
arable land area.

Mayor starts development
work in Ward No 61

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Continuing his endeavour to provide best possi-
ble development & civic amenities to the citizens of
Jammu, Mayor JMC Chander Mohan Gupta along with
Mohinder Kumar Bhagat, Councillor of Ward No 61 on
Tuesday started the construction work of deep drains and
lanes at Om Nagar Udheywala area.

Mayor directed the concerned Engineers to keep strict
vigil on this ongoing work on routine basis so that best
quality and durable construction material can be applied
accordingly and make it sure that the work may be com-
pleted within the stipulated time period.

Chand Ji Bhat President Displaced (Migrant) District,
Shiban Pandita General Secretary and other prominent
inhabitants of the locality as well as concerned Engineers
of the Division-III of JMC were accompanied the Mayor
during the tour.   

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Tribal Affairs
department has earmarked Rs
40 crore for dairy farms and
sheep farms in tribal villages,
while an outlay of Rs 15 crore
has been earmarked for mini
sheep farms, an official
spokesman said on Tuesday.

The information was given
at a meeting chaired by
Secretary, Tribal Affairs
Department, Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary to review the
progress in various livelihood
initiatives and formulation of
plan for financial year 2022-
23 in convergence with Animal
and Sheep Husbandry
Departments, the spokesman
said.

He said the progress on
establishment of mini Sheep
Farms, Milk Villages, Milk
Chilling Plants, Dairy Farms
and tents for migratory popu-
lation was reviewed.

Sectoral plan proposals for
next financial year were also
discussed for timely initiation
of developmental works at the

beginning of the year, the
spokesman said, adding the
department has earmarked an
outlay of Rs 40 crore for dairy
farms and sheep farms in trib-
al villages.

Meanwhile, Phase-II of the
scheme will cover Kishtwar,
Udhampur, Ramban and
Jammu in Jammu division
and Baramulla, Budgam and
Bandipora in the valley. An
outlay of Rs 15 crore has been
earmarked for mini Sheep
Farms, the spokesman said.

He said milk villages are
being established at 17 loca-
tions under Centrally
Sponsored Schemes and UT
Capital Expenditure, which
will benefit more than 1500
families in gainful employ-
ment.

The Milk Village scheme has
been restructured by adoption
of Integrated Dairy
Development Scheme notified
by the Animal Husbandry
Department, the spokesman
said, adding the milk villages
are coming up with a budget of
Rs 15 crore.

Modi Govt stands committed to
farmers' welfare: Bharat Bhushan
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: District Development Council (DDC) Jammu
Chairman, Bharat Bhushan Bodhi on Tuesday reiterated the
Modi Govt's commitment for farmers' welfare while assuring a
delegation of Sarpanchs to get the issues relating to their
Panchayats resolved at the earliest.  He was speaking to a dele-
gation of Sarpanchs from Marh constituency who called on him
to apprise him of the problems being faced by the people of their
respective areas. The delegation brought to the notice of the DDC
Chairman the liability of MGNREGA works since 2017 to 2020
as a result of which the payments of the said works continue to
be pending.

The delegation also raised serious concern over the problems
being faced by farmers due to non-availability of power lines in
their fields.  The Sarpanchs told the DDC Chairman that more
than 500 farmers of their areas have got bore-well facilities but
due to non availability of power lines these have been rendered
redundant due to which these farmers are facing severe problems.

The Sarpanchs' delegation said that the canal flowing from
Garkhal area has the capacity to cater to needs of farmers in 11
Panchayats including Garkhal Kool, Chinore Farm, Gajansoo
Kool, Saharan Kool, Jaswan, Chatha, Galwadey, Gajansoo, Nai
Basti, Sahagni and Rathowa; but due to narrow head of canal,
the water does not reach the tail end where farmers suffer
immensely for want of irrigation of their fields. Moreover, the
canal is also in deplorable condition and requires to be repaired
they asserted.

After giving the Sarpanchs a patient hearing, the DDC
Chairman said that BJP Govt stands fully committed to the wel-
fare of farming community and assured to take up their issues
with the concerned authorities and get these resolved at the ear-
liest. The DDC also assured the visiting delegation that the issue
of narrow head of canal will be resolved by taking up the matter
with Irrigation Department shortly. 

The deputation comprised of Sarpanchs namely Narinder
Singh, Tilak Raj, Sham Lal, Ashok Saini, Lal Singh and Laja
Devi besides others.
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