Friday  January 21, 2022 STATETiMES H

!! Continuations from Page 1 !!
Record 5,992 fresh...

shall be applicable till further orders."

Elaborating on the spike in detection of the cases, officials said the previous highest
one-day jump in infections was recorded on Wednesday when 5,818 fresh cases were reg-
istered in the Union Territory. During the second wave of the pandemic, Jammu and
Kashmir had on May 7 last year detected 5,443 new cases.

Out of the fresh cases recorded on Thursday, 1,920 were from the Jammu division and
4,072 from the Kashmir division, the officials said.

They said Srinagar district recorded a maximum of 1,306 new cases, followed by
Jammu district which registered 1,217 such infections. While 825 cases were recorded
in the Baramulla district, Budgam recorded 636 cases, Pulwama r 125 cases, Kupwara
137 cases, Anantnag 259 cases, Bandipora 237 cases, Ganderbal 270 cases, Kulgam
243 cases and Shopian reported 34 fresh cases.

Similarly, Reasi district in the Jammu division reported 58 cases, Udhampur report-
ed 200, Rajouri 70 cases, Doda 72 s, Kathua 105, Samba 86, Poonch 23, Kishtwar 47
and the Ramban district reported 42 fresh cases for today.

There are 31,044 active cases in the Union Territory, while the count of recoveries
stands at 3,43,031, the officials said.

The new fatalities raised the death toll from the pandemic to 4,586 in Jammu and
Kashmir. According to the daily Media Bulletin, out of 378661 positive cases, 31044 are
Active Positive (10535in Jammu Division and 20508 in Kashmir Division), 343031
have recovered and 4586 have died; 2237 in Jammu division and 2349in Kashmir divi-
sion. The Bulletin further said that out of 20605493 test results available, 378661 sam-
ples have tested positive and 20226832 samples have been tested as negative till date.
Besides, 87,470 COVID tests have been conducted in last 24 hours.

L]
LeT terrorist arrested...
operation, an active terrorist affiliated with proscribed terror outfit LeT was appre-
hended. The official identified him as Jehangir Ahmad Naikoo, a resident of Memandar
in Shopian. Incriminating material, arms and ammunition including a pistol, two pistol
magazines and 16 pistol rounds, was seized from his possession, he said. A case has been
registered and further investigation initiated, the official said.

Missing youth who...

to flee from the spot as also attempted to fire upon the joint party. However, alert naka
party apprehended him tactfully. He has been identified as Rahil Showkat Dar son of
Showkat Ahmad Dar resident of Drabgam Pulwama Rajpora, according to a handout
issued by the police organisation.

Pertinently;, he had recently gone missing regarding which a missing report was got
lodged by his family members at Police Station Rajpora and had recently joined terror
ranks. During his personal search, one Pistol and several rounds of ammunition were
recovered from his possession. Accordingly, a case vide FIR No. 04/2022 under relevant
sections of law has been registered at Police Station Rajpora and further investigation
has been initiated, the handout added.

Govt issues revised...

patient host factors, local epidemiology and antimicrobial policy of the hospital, it said.
The guidelines stated that steroids are not indicated and are harmful in asymptomatie
and mild cases of COVID-19.

They are indicated only in hospitalised severe and critically ill COVID-19 cases under
strict supervision, the guidelines said.

Steroids should be used at the right time, in right dose and for the right duration, they
stated. Corticosteroids may be used in rapidly progressive moderate and all severe cases,
such as dexamethasone 0.15 mg/kg, maximum dose six mg once a day or methylpred-
nisolone 0.75 mg/ke, maximum dose 30 mg once a day, the guidelines stated.

They can be continued for five to seven days and tapered up to 10-14 days, depending
on clinical assessment on daily basis, they stated.

Steroids should be avoided in the first three to five days since onset of symptoms as it
prolongs viral shedding, the guidelines stated.

Anticoagulants are not indicated routinely and all hospitalized children should be eval-
uated for risk of developing thrombosis and monitored for development of thrombosis,
the ministry said. As far post-COVID-19 care is concerned, the guidelines stated that
children with asymptomatic infection or mild disease should receive routine childcare,
appropriate vaccination (if eligible), nutrition counselling, and psychological support on
follow up. In addition to the above, parents or caregivers of children, who suffered mod-
erate to severe Covid, during discharge from hospital should be counselled regarding
monitoring for persistence or worsening respiratory difficulty and explained the indica-
tions for bringing the child back to the facility, the guidelines stated.

Children who develop any organ specific dysfunction during hospital stay or subse-
quently, should receive appropriate care, they said.

These guidelines are dynamic, and will be reviewed and updated, on availability of new
evidence, the ministry stated.

2 lakh COVID...

till now, 1.64 lakh genomes have been sequenced.

"In December; 16,000 genome sequencing was done, and genome sequence is impor-
tant in terms of public health response. It is not beneficial to an individual to know if they
are infected with Delta or Omicron because the testing procedure and treatment remains
the same. So, genome sequencing is important to understand how to mould public health
response,” he said.

NITI Aayog Member (Health) Dr V K Paul said genome sequencing has to be strate-
gic and has to be based on systematic collection of specimens.

"When Omicron started the most important phase was that when travellers are com-
ing then what impact that has. Then in fagilities it has to be monitored who was getting
admitted, those infected with Omicron or Delta," he said.

He said that 269 sentinel centres have been established and these are still functioning.
"So, there is no specific formula of genomic sequencing," Paul said.

CAG raps Home...

execution as of August 31, 2020. Similarly, the procurement of 413 CCTVs for police
stations was under tendering process even in August 2020, the report said.

The CAG said 669 vehicles of various types (bulletproof bunkers, Rakshak vehicles,
Gypsy, anti-riot vehicles, hydraulic crane, JCB, tractor) were sanctioned and only 547
had been procured, of which 499 vehicles had been delivered as of August 2020.

It pointed out that purchases worth Rs 100.27 crore, which included vehicles, body pro-
tectors, bulletproof patkas, anti-riot vehicles, farm track tractors and backhoe loaders
were made by the police headquarters (PHQ) either on repeat order basis or from orig-
inal manufacturers without ascertaining reasonability of rates by way of inviting tenders.

The GAG also pointed out that audit serutiny of records revealed that the department
had made purchases from particular firms and single sources, which resulted in an avoid-
able expenditure of Rs 9.20 crore.

The department purchased seven MBP vehicles at higher rates from Ashok Leyland
Limited, thereby incurring an extra expenditure, it said.

"Despite lower rates offered by Tata Motors Limited for MBP vehicles, vehicles were
procured from Ashok Leyland Defense Systems Limited at higher rates," it added.

Although the department had taken the plea that MBP vehicles are a proprietary item,
the process of placing supply orders with both the firms was self-contradictory, the CAG
said.

"Thus, considering the nature of urgency in such purchases, the department may adopt
a streamlined procedure, consistent with the objectives of the high-end security,” it noted.

63 pc healthcare...

are eligible," he said. NITT Aayog Member (Health) Dr V K Paul said there are still
about 1 erore people (in the over 60 age group) who are yet to get their first dose.

"And 25 per cent are yet to get a second dose. This is unfinished work. 52 per cent chil-
dren have been covered in the 15-17 years age group, more healthcare and frontline
workers should also come forward. Availability is not at all an issue here," he said. Paul
said there are still 6.5 crore people whose second dose is overdue.

"Why should it be overdue, everyone should take their second dose. All those who are
not fully protected will not be a danger to itself but others too. We have to accept masks
and protect our seniors and the prevention tool here is vaccination and we need to take
it in this paradigm,” he said.

Back-deep into...

vigilance along LoC. We are not scared of such situations and circumstances', a sol-
dier guarding a forward post through his surveillance equipment tells the visiting jour-
nalists here.

The troops had to battle with nefarious designs of cunning enemy troops and their
snipers, terrorists awaiting for opportunity to sneek in, and threat of attacks by
Pakistan's border action teams (BATS) on one side and extreme cold climatic conditions,
inhospitable terrains and deep gorges on their side of the borderline with Pakistan.

Another jawan says that they have to fight snow, cold elimatic conditions and inhos-
pitable terrains during long range patrolling to guard LoC.

"Visibility in cloudy and snow fall conditions along the LoC becomes so poor that we
cannot see our own jawans even at a distance of some metres. At the same time, we have
to protect ourselves from nefarious designs of Pakistan ", he said.

Ahead of the winter, army prepares rope networks to forward and hilly posts to patrol
the LoC with the help of these ropes, they said adding that they are armed with a new
set of rifles including Israel made light machine guns 'Negev NG-7' and high tech sur-
veillance equipment.

NG-7 SLR, which in automatic mode has a rate of fire of over 600-700 rounds per
minute and weighs over 8 kg, was inducted into Army along LoC last year as it can tar-
get up to one kilometer:

"Due to heavy snowfall, we move and petrol LoC with the help of the rope. It is put in
place ahead of winters as a part of winter strategy", one Army man said.

Another jawan manning a high-altitude post at Hajipur bulge says that they have now
Isreali weapons, which had replaced old Indian INSAS rifle.

"Tt is effective weapon. It is an Isreali rifle. Its weight is 8.2 kgs. It has a one kilometer
range. Its eycling fire rate is 600-800 rounds per minute', he said.

The officials says that it is daily drill to patrol LioC, keep surveillance on launching pads
and infiltrating terrorists, movement across LoC, alertness from snipers and Pakistan's
BAT team and check border fencing from any intrusion.

The Indian Army along with fighting the enemy has to secure their own safety in the
changing weather conditions from time to time.

"The weather conditions can turn extreme and thus bunkers have been revamped. Now
army personnel guarding the borderline have graded its bunker to Fiber Reinforced plas-
tic (FRP) to sustain temperature changes", an Army personnel said.

"We come back from duty guarding LoC and patrolling after six hours in this FRP
bunker. We instantly feel comfortable from extreme chilly weather as the temperature is
hot inside. We have heating arrangements as well inside", a jawan said.

He says inside it "we feel home like conditions".

Jawans maintain that they had over 200 to 250 terrorists staged on launching pads
across LioC in Nijapira area ready to infiltrate into this side.

"We keep a continuous surveillance on their movement across through high tech equip-
ments", a army man deployed on a surveillance, said.

Pakistan tried to activate border belt of twin border districts of Rajouri-Poonch in 2021
by pushing in more terrorists to engineer terrorists incidents in the area but the Indian
Army foiled those bids.

Situation in the past year in Poonch-Rajouri sector has become fragile following series
of encounters, and killing of half-a-dozen terrorists which has forced jawans, officers and
commanding officers to remain on their toes along the 225-km-long LoC.

Jawan manning a LMG post, bang on Zeroline in HP sub-sector pointed out in the
dark and said in a defiant tone, "We will not be cowed down."

BSF seizes 7.25

morning a comprehensive search operation was launched," the statement read.

The troops fired at the flying object and also lit up the the area with illumination
bombs. It said seven packets of heroin, totally weighing 7.25 kg, were recovered.

Further investigation is being carried out, the BSF stated.

SC ropes in...

with respect to deaths recorded, the claims are not received and/or the amount of com-
pensation is not paid, in that case, the concerned State Legal Services Authority through
the concerned District Legal Services Authority and/or Taluka Legal Services Authority,
as the case may be, shall reach to the concerned persons so that claims are submitted

and actual payments are made to them , the bench said.

Justice Shah, while hearing the submissions on disbursal of claims on Wednesday, had
said that the top court may follow the Gujarat High Court model involving State Legal
Services Authority for providing relief to the affected families.

The top court was hearing a batch of pleas filed by advocate Gaurav Kumar Bansal
and intervenors, represented by advocate Sumeer Sodhi, seeking ex-gratia assistance to
family members of COVID-19 victims.

It said, we also direct the concerned States to cross-check/verify whether with respect
to all the deaths recorded/registered, the claims are received or not and if it is found that
with respect to some of the deaths recorded/ registered, still the claims/applications for
payment of compensation are not received, as observed hereinabove, the States must
reach to them as the relevant particulars/ information must be available with the States

The Gujarat High Court on February 17, 2001, in its verdict passed in the aftermath
of the massive earthquake on a plea raising apprehensions on improper utilisation of
relief materials and funds for the quake victims leaving the victims high and dry, has
appointed District Judge in each district, who is ex-officio Chairman of District Legal
Services Authority constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, as Ombudsman
in his district.

It had said that the role of Ombudsman is not to supervise or oversee the relief and
rehabilitation operations of the Governmental agencies, but he would receive complaints
and grievances of the quake victims, and after necessary investigation with the assistance
of Legal Services Authorities and NGOs, bring them to the notice of the government offi-
cials and agencies in charge of relief and rehabilitation programmes.

On the morning of January 26, 2001, an earthquake of a high magnitude, more than
7 on Richter Scale, had shaken the whole of Gujarat and more devastatingly of its entire
Kutch district, leaving thousands dead, injured, erippled, orphaned, and homeless.

The top court had on Wednesday, in an effort to provide some help to over 10,000 chil-
dren who lost both their parents to COVID-19, directed all the state governments to
reach out to those kids and pay them compensation.

The apex court, which was annoyed over the non-disbursal of Rs 50,000 ex-gratia to
the kin/family members of those who lost their Lives due to COVID-19, had pulled up the
state governments and summoned the Andhra Pradesh and Bihar Chief Secretaries vir-
tually to seek explanation during the day.

It had also issued a show-cause notice to Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary Sameer
Sharma as to why contempt action be not initiated against him for non-compliance of
top court's earlier order on disbursal of claims.

The top court had taken note of the submissions of petitioner Gaurav Bansal and advo-
cate Sumeer Sodhi, that over 10,000 children have been orphaned due to COVID and
other reasons since the start of the pandemic and they should be compensated.

It is stated that in the entire country as per the information uploaded on Baal Swaraj
portal (of NCPCR) approximately 10,000 children have lost both the parent or a surviv-
ing parent. It will be very difficult for them to make their application or submit a com-
pensation claim.

"We direct the concerned states to reach out to those children, who have lost both their
parents and whose particulars are already uploaded in the Baal Swaraj portal and so
that the amount of compensation can be paid to them, the bench had said.

Fresh snowfall in...

and there is no forecast of any major rain or snow till the end of January, it said.

Kashmir valley is currently under the grip of the 40-day harshest winter period known
as 'Chilla-i-Kalan' which began on December 21 last year.

'Chilla-i-Kalan' is a period when a cold wave grips the region and the temperature drops
considerably leading to the freezing of water bodies including the famous Dal Liake here
as well as the water supply lines in several parts of the valley.

The chanees of snowfall are the most frequent and maximum during this period and
most areas, especially in the higher reaches, receive heavy to very heavy snowfall. The
'Chilla-i-Kalan' will end on January 31, but the cold wave continues even after that in
Kashmir with a 20-day-long 'Chillai-Khurd' (small cold) and a 10-day-long 'Chillai-
Bachha' (baby cold).

System being created...

our country," the prime minister said.

In his speech, Modi said a society is being built that stands firmly on the foun-
dation of equality and social justice.

The coming 25 years, a reference to the run up to the centenary year of India's
Independence in 2047, are of hard work, sacrifice, austerity and penance, he said,
adding that people have to reclaim in this period what our society has lost in "hun-
dreds of years of slavery". "Amrit Kaal is not for dredmmg while sleeping, but for
deliberate fulfilling of our resolutions. The coming 25 years are the period of
utmost hard work, sacrifice, and tapasya'. This period of 25 years is for getting
back what our society has lost in hundreds of years of slavery, he said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Rajasthan Governor Kalraj Mishra, chief minis-
ters of Rajasthan and Gujarat Ashok Gehlot and Bhupendra Patel respectively
and Union Ministers G Kishan Reddy, Bhupender Yadav, Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Parshottam Rupala and Kailash Choudhary also joined the ceremony virtually.

Brahma Kumaris is a worldwide spiritual movement dedicated to personal
transformation and world renewal.

Founded in India in 1937, the Brahma Kumari movement has spread to over
130 countries. The event was held on the occasion of the 53rd ascension anniver-
sary of Pitashree Prajapita Brahma, founding father of the Brahma Kumaris
movement.

In his address, Modi also mentioned about the Indian tradition of venerating
and giving importance to women and said, "When the world was in deep darkness
and caught in the old thinking about women, India used to worship women as
Maatri Shakti and Goddess."

He listed developments like entry of women in the armed forees, more materni-
ty leaves for working women and better political participation in the form of more
voting and representation in the Council of Ministers as a mark of new confidence
among women. This movement is society-led and the gender ratio has improved in
the country, he said. He urged people to keep India's culture and values ??alive
and to preserve and promote its spirituality and its diversity. At the same time, he
emphasised the need to continuously modernise the systems of technology, infra-
structure, education and health.

Excise collections in FY22
expected to exceed last fiscal’s
target by Rs 300 Cr in J&K

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The excise collection
during the current fiscal year
is expected to exceed the last
year's target by Rs 300 crore,
Additional Chief Secretary
Finance Atal Dulloo said on
Thursday. He made this
observation while reviewing
the functioning of the finance
department in which other
senior officers of the depart-
ment were present on
Thursday. "Excise collections
during the (financial) year are
expected to exceed the last
(financial) year's target by Rs
300 crore," Dulloo said. He
further said that SGST collec-
tions as on December 2021
have been 46 per cent higher
than the corresponding period
in the last year while IGST
settlement has registered a
growth of 35 per cent over the
previous year in the same peri-
od. He said that stamp collec-
tion is 87 per cent higher than
the previous year over the
same period even as MST
(motor and spirit tax) collee-
tions have shown a growth of
46.41 crore. The department
will ensure that all 24 services
in the excise department are
integrated in the single win-
dow under the business reform
action plan of the department,
he said. The Additional Chief
Secretary further directed the
department to bring all 16
services under e-grass on top

priority.
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Woman charred, 4 injured in
devastating fire at Jamalata

m STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: A woman was charred to death while four persons includ-
ing an elderly couple and personnel of Fire & Emergency Department got
injured in a devastating fire incident, in which four houses were com-
pletely gutted and three others were partially damaged at Jamalat
Nawakadal locality of Srinagar on Thursday.

As per details, fire erupted in one of houses at congested locality, appar-
ently due to some gas cylinder blast. Subsequently, the fire spread to
other houses and caused extensive damage to all four structures and par-
tial damage to three others before it was doused.

In accident, a woman who failed to move out was charred alive while
three civilians including an elderly couple identified as Abdul Aziz and his
wife Fazi Begum got injured along with a leading fireman Mohammad
Rafiq. All injured have been hospitalised. The deceased woman has been
identified as Shakeela, wife of Ghulam Mohammad Khosa.

Private company engaged in Thannamandi

road work booked for illegal mining

= STATE TIMES NEWS

RAJOURI: Police on Thursday booked a private company engaged in
vital road project for widening of Rajouri-Thannamandi-Bufliyaz road
and registered a case for illegal mining and extraction of mining miner-
als. As per details, a private company namely Dharam Raj Contracts
India Pvt. Litd was engaged by Border Roads Organization (BRO) for
road widening project of Rajouri-Thannmandi-Bafliaz road. The compa-
ny was found indulged in illegal mining from a local river by using exca-
vator, dumpers and other machinery causing huge loss to UT exchequer
as mining was being done without paying any royalty to Government
and without any allotment of mining block. The company has decayed
river bed which is also causing ecological imbalance as level of water has
gone down significantly.

The company illegally extracted RBM from natural source and crushed
the same by stone crusher illegally installed at village Planger. A huge
stock of erushed materials approximately 70,000-80,000 metric tonnes
were also found at erusher during inspection. Police said that continuing

its drive against menace of illegal mining a multi-pronged strategy was
devised by Thannamandi police in which police party headed by SHO
Thannamandi Mohd Shoket, acting stringently on specific inputs, raid-
ed at different locations in various areas and seized a dumper and an
Excavator from the spot. FIR 12/2022 under sections 379/431/34 of
IPC was registered at Police Station Thannamandi and investigation is
going on.

Woman among two bootleggers arrested,

approx 43 Its of illicit liquor seized

u STATE TIMES NEWS

KATHUA: Kathua Police has been acting tough against produetlon and
sale of 111egal liquor men-
ace in District.
Accordingly, under the
overall supervision of SSP
R C Kotwal, Police on
Thursday seized approxi-
mately 45 lts of illicit |
liquor in Kathua near |
Sakta Chak & Kangrail 8
village and arrested two
persons.

As per details, a police
team led by Insp O P Chib |
SHO Kathua under the [&
supervision of DySP [
Headquarters  Kathua |
Shammi Kumar during |
patrolling duty in its juris- |4
dictional area noticed a |
suspect who was selling [~
illicit liquor to people at L
backside of Jhelum Dhaba near canal. During checking, police team
apprehended the accused, identified as Tarseem Kumar, son of Suraj
Kumar, resident of Beeko Bridge Near Railway Station Amritsar, at
present Sakta Chack Tehsil & District Kathua. On physical checking,
approximately 20 Its of illicit liquor was recovered from his illegal posses-
sion. In another instance, police team of Police Station Kathua noticed a
suspect namely Suman Devi, wife of Sham Lal, resident of Kangriyal
Tharhara Tehsil & District Kathua, who was also doing illegal trade of
selling illicit liquor to people. At that time, she was carrying huge quan-
tity of illicit liquor (approximately 25 lts) which was recovered and seized
by police. Duo was arrested and two FIRs No. 29 & 30/2022 under sec-
tions 48 (A) of Excise Act were registered against them at Police Station
Kathua.

Two drug peddlers arrested with Charas

u STATE TIMES NEWS
AKHNOOR: Police on Thursday nabbed two drug peddlers and recov-

ered Charas from their = m—
,WWIli

possession.

As per details, a
party of Police Station |~ !
Akhnoor led by PSI [
Manoj Kumar under
SHO Hilal Azhar dur-
ing Naka checking at
old bridge Akhnoor
intercepted a motorey-
cle without registra-
tion number with two
persons onboard,
namely Jasir Ali
Khan, son of Manzoor
Khan, resident of
Sarote, Tehsil
Mathwar and Abdul |
Satar, son of Qasim L3
Din, resident of Dhanu, Tehsil Mathwar. Durmg checking, 28 gm Charas
was recovered from them. Both accused were arrested on the spot and
FIR No. 11/2022 under sections 08/20/29 of NDPS Act was registered
against them at Police Station Akhnoor. The arrest and recovery was
made under guidance of Varun Jandial, SDPO Akhnoor and Sanjay
Sharma, SP Rural.

. . .
4 bovines rescued; vehicle seized
m STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: Police on Thursday foiled an attempt to smuggle bovines by
rescuing 4 animals in jurisdiction of Police Station Ghagwal.

As per details, a party of Police Station Ghagwal while performing vehi-
cle checking duty at NH Naka Tapyal, signaled a Mahindra load carrier
(JKO8E/3348) to stop. On seeing Police party, the driver accelerated
speed of vehicle and crossed Naka point. Alert police party chased the
vehicle but driver managed to flee taking advantage of darkness leaving
vehicle few metres away from Naka point.

During checking of vehicle, 4 cattle were found laden inside it without
any permission which were rescued and shifted to a safer place. The vehi-
cle used for transportation of bovines was also seized. FIR No. 06/2022
under sections 188 of IPC, 11 of PCA Act was registered at Police
Station Ghagwal. District Police Samba has intensified drive against
bovine smuggling and its propagators on directions of SSP Samba, Dr
Abhishek Mahajan.
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