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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir on Friday recorded
5,720 fresh coronavirus
cases that took its infection
tally to 3,84,381, while five
more fatalities pushed the
death toll to 4,591, officials
said.

Of the fresh cases, 1,890
were from the Jammu divi-
sion and 3,830 from the
Kashmir division of the
union territory, they said,
adding that while four fatali-
ties were reported from the
Jammu district, one was
recorded in the Valley.

Srinagar district recorded
the highest number of fresh
cases at 1,341, followed by
1,306 in Jammu district.

The number of mucormyco-
sis (black fungus) cases in
the union territory stands at
51. No fresh case has been
reported since last evening,
they said.

According to the daily
Media Bulletin on, out of
384381 positive cases,
34882 are Active Positive

(11602in Jammu Division
and 23280 in Kashmir
Division), 344908 have
recovered and 4591 have
died; 2241 in Jammu divi-
sion and 2350in Kashmir
division.

The Bulletin further said
that out of 20688396 test
results available, 384381
samples have tested positive
and 20304015 samples have
been tested as negative till
date. Besides, 82,903
COVID tests have been con-

ducted in last 24 hours.
Till date 5602163 persons

have been enlisted for obser-
vation which included
7829persons in home quar-
antine including facilities
operated by government,
34882 in isolation and
429367 in home surveillance.
Besides, 5125494 persons
have completed their surveil-
lance period. Authorities this
afternoon imposed restric-
tions on the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting has ordered the
blocking of 35
YouTube chan-
nels and two web-
sites which were
running anti-
India propaganda
and spreading
fake news "in a
coordinated man-
ner". These websites and
YouTube channels were being
operated from Pakistan, I&B
Secretary Apurva Chandra
told a press conference on
Friday.

Indian intelligence agencies
were closely monitoring these

social media accounts and
websites and flagged them to
the ministry for immediate
action, he added.

"Vide five sep-
arate orders
issued under
rule 16 of the
I n f o r m a t i o n
Te c h n o l o g y
(Intermediary
Guidelines and
Digital Media

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, the
Ministry has ordered to block
these Pakistan-based social
media accounts and web-
sites," the ministry said in a
statement later.

The orders were issued on
Thursday.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  The Government
of Jammu and Kashmir has
advised all the
Administrative Secretaries to
direct the Pension
Sanctioning Authorities sub-
ordinate to them to check the
fixation and regulation of
pay of the employees, as per
the check list, before submit-
ting the service books to the
office of Accountant General
(J&K) for verification as sig-
nificant number of incorrect
entries have been pointed
out.

The circular issued by the
Finance Department states

that "Principal Accountant
General vide Communication
No. PVCJ/HOD's/2021-
22/522 dated 23.11.2021
has brought to the notice of
Finance Department that
pursuant to instructions
issued by the Finance
Department vide Circular
No. A/25(2014)-1003 dated
24.07.2019 and Circular No.
A/Codes/Pension/2020-165
dated 11.02.2021, the serv-
ice books of the Government
employees of the UT J&K,
who are due to retire w.e.f
01.01.2024 to 01.06.2024,
are being verified in the first
phase by the office of

Accountant General (J&K).
Principal Accountant

General has also pointed out
that while checking the serv-
ice books of employees, it has
been observed that in signifi-
cant number of cases fixation
and regulation of pay of the
employees has not been car-
ried out correctly in accor-
dance with the relevant rules
and Government orders,
thereby causing loss to the
Government exchequer and
resulting in avoidable delay
in the settlement of pension
cases.

Accordingly, a check list for
guidance of the Pension

Sanctioning Authorities in
the Government
Departments has been
framed in consultation with
the AG's Office and is
annexed to this circular.

Therefore, all the
Administrative Secretaries
are advised to direct the
Pension Sanctioning
Authorities subordinate to
them to check the fixation &
regulation of pay of the
employees, as per the check
list, before submitting the
service books to the office of
Accountant General (J&K)
for verification, the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Top civil and
security grid officials here
Friday reviewed the security
situation in Kashmir and
vowed to keep up the efforts
to maintain peace in the val-
ley.

"Core Group consisting of
top officials of Civil
Administration, Intelligence
Agencies and Security Forces
in J&K met today at Badami
Bagh Cantonment to review
the security situation in
Kashmir," a defence
spokesman said here.

The spokesman said the
meeting was co-chaired by
the General Officer

Commanding, Chinar Corps,
Lt Gen DP Pandey and
Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Police
Dilbag Singh.

"The core group reviewed
the intelligence inputs and
security parameters of 2021.
Year 2021 witnessed a reduc-
tion in terrorist infiltration,
reduced terrorist incidents,
reduced terror recruitment,
increased operations based
on HUMINT, reduced collat-
eral damage, no civil casual-
ties in law and order situa-
tion, reduced SF casualties,
increased arrest of terrorists
and booking of OGWs; all
pointing to effective conduct

of joint operations and activ-
ities by intelligence and secu-
rity agencies," the
spokesman said.

He said there has been
increased neutralisation of
Pakistani terrorists in last
few weeks. The effort of the
frontline soldiers and opera-
tives of all agencies were
acknowledged by all present,
he added.

"The core group discussed
fresh strategies of the terror-
ist organizations and their
handlers including use of
Hybrid terrorists and target-
ing of soft targets. 15 terror-
ists killed in 2021 were 

STATE TIMES NEWS
AHMEDABAD: In a veiled
attack on the Congress,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said that
post-Independence, new con-
struction took place only for
a "few families from Delhi",
but his government brought
the country out of this "nar-
row" mindset and is building
new monuments of national
importance while adding
glory to the existing ones.

Although Modi did not
name anybody, his remarks
were apparently aimed at the
Nehru-Gandhi family.

He was speaking after vir-
tually inaugurating a newly-
built circuit house near the
famous Somnath temple in
Gir Somnath district of
Gujarat, where he also said

that development of religious
and cultural centres give a
boost to the local economy.

He added that cleanliness,
creation of facilities, ensur-
ing that tourists' time is
saved and having a modern
mindset are four things that
are required for tourism
development.

"Our ancestors have left

many things (in the form of
religious and cultural her-
itage) for us, but there was
hesitation in talking about
our rich religious and cultur-

al heritage," Modi, who is
also the chairman of the
Somnath Temple Trust, said.

"After Independence, new
construction took place for a

few families from Delhi. We
have brought the country out
of this narrow thinking. We
are building new national
monuments and adding glory
to the existing ones," Modi
said.

"It is our government that
built the memorial of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar in
Delhi. We built APJ Abdul
Kalam's memorial in
Rameshwaram. In the same
manner, the places associated
with Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose and Shyamji
Krishna Verma were made
more glorious by our govern-
ment. We are also building
museums to highlight the
rich heritage of our tribal
population," Modi said,
adding that such 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The security forces
conducted a joint search
operation and recovered 31

kilograms of narcotics along
Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir's

STATE TIMES NEWS
CHANDIGARH:  BJP
National General Secretary
Tarun Chugh  said that the
list of BJP candidates
released today has given rep-
resentation to all sections of
the society .

He said soon the final list
be out after discussions with
the alliance partners. 

He said the party has made
a judicious mixture of young
and experienced while look-
ing at winnability of a  candi-
date.

Chugh said amidst anti
Congress wave in Punjab
the BJP has a bright chance
of forming the next govern-
ment.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
release the District Good
Governance Index for 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday, the
first of its kind index for a
union territory.

Dr Jitendra Singh, Union
Minister for Personnel,
Public Grievances and
Pensions and Manoj Sinha,
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir will
also address the event to be
organised jointly by the
Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances (DARPG)

and Jammu and Kashmir
Institute of Management,
Public Administration and
Rural Development in associ-
ation with the Centre for
G o o d
Governance,
Hyderabad.

Ministry of
Pe r s o n n e l ,
P u b l i c
G r i e v a n c e s
and Pensions
said in a
statement that Union Home
Minister Shah will release
the District Good
Governance Index for 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday.

The District Good
Governance Index of Jammu
and Kashmir was prepared
by DARPG in collaboration
with the Government of

Jammu and
Kashmir in
pursuance
of the
announce-
ments made
in the
Behtar e-
H u k u m a t

Kashmir Aelamia resolution
adopted on July 2, 2021 in
the Regional Conference on
Replication of Good
Governance Practices in
Srinagar, it said.

The exercise on formulation
of District Good Governance
Index was set in motion in
July, 2021 which has now
been completed, and Jammu
and Kashmir will become the
first union territory in the
country to have Good
Governance Index, it said.

The District Good
Governance Index of Jammu
and Kashmir represents a
major administrative reform
in benchmarking good gover-
nance at district level and a
significant step for timely
collation and publication of
statistics at state/district
level, according to the 

Netaji’s grand statue to be installed at India Gate
NEW DELHI: Ahead of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's
125th birth anniversary, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced on Friday that a grand statue of the iconic free-
dom fighter will be installed at India Gate as a symbol of
India's "indebtedness" to him.

Till the statue, made of granite, is completed, a hologram
statue of his would be present at the same place, he said,
adding that he will unveil the hologram statue on January 23,
the birth anniversary of the Azad Hind Fauj founder.

"At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th
birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, I am glad
to share that his grand statue, made of granite, will be
installed at India Gate. This would be a symbol of India's
indebtedness to him," Modi tweeted. Official sources said the
dimension of the granite statue will be 28 feet long and six
feet wide and added that its 

J&K logs 5,720 fresh COVID
cases, 5 more deaths

Restrictions imposed across Kashmir due to surge

Govt orders blocking of 35 Pak-based
YouTube channels, 2 websites 

31 Kg narcotics recovered
along LoC in Poonch

Prpl AG pointed out incorrect entries, loss of state exchequer
Govt orders verification of Service books of

employees of J&K UT; issues check list 

Core Group meeting: Top officials
review security situation in Kashmir

PM targets Cong; says post-Independence, new constructions
took place only for few families 

A man giving saliva sample for COVID testing in Jammu.

Security personnel along with seized consignment. 

Amit Shah to release district-based Good
Governance Index for J&K today

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU/NEW DELHI:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Tuesday reviewed

COVID-19 situation with the
members of Covid Task
Force, DCs & SPs and dis-
cussed the various steps

being undertaken across the
UT to tackle the surge.

At the outset, the Deputy
Commissioners briefed the

Lt Governor about the covid
situation, status of vaccina-
tion, implementation of
Covid Appropriate Behavior
(CAB), and other related
measures in their respective
districts.

The Lt Governor observed
that the emerging situation
has necessitated strict obser-
vance of Covid Appropriate
Behavior and COVID SOP's
by the general public.

The Lt Governor stressed
upon the officials to focus on
spreading awareness among
public about self-care during
home isolation. "We must
reach out to the patients in
home isolation and con-
cerned health officials should
ensure that their daily needs,
medicines, etc are taken care
of with full sensitivity", he
said.

He also instructed the offi-
cials to expedite the ongoing
Vaccination drive.
"Vaccination will continue 

LG reviews public health response to COVID-19; discusses steps taken to tackle surge

Sinha for increasing testing in areas
where more cases are being reported

LG Manoj Sinha reviewing public heath response to COVID-19 in J&K.

Authorities on ground should focus more on local  containment to
safeguard public health & momentum of economic activities: LG
Vaccination will continue to be the most effective tool to fight
pandemic. Our focus is to saturate precautionary doses to 
frontline workers & senior citizens: LG
LG lays emphasis on usage of mobile clinics to create awareness
amongst COVID-19 patients who are in home isolation as  well as
those in rural areas

BJP tickets represent
all sections: Chugh 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Border
Security Force (BSF) has
deployed additional troops
along with anti-fog surveil-
lance equipment on the
International Border (IB) in
Jammu and
Kashmir as
part of its
"winter strat-
egy" to foil
inf i l trat ion
bids and ter-
ror plans
ahead of Republic Day cele-
brations, officials said on
Friday.

BSF troops guarding the
200-km International
Border (IB) in Jammu and
Kashmir have been put on
alert to ensure high-degree of
security against infiltrating
terrorists.

"We have mobilised troops
along the border. Extra
troops have been deployed
along with surveillance
equipment along IB in view
of the foggy weather and
Republic Day celebrations,"

a senior
officer told
PTI.

He said
that opera-
tions and
night domi-
nation exer-

cises have increased along
the border which witnesses
dense fog during winters.

Officials pointed to terror-
ists using fog as a cover to
infiltrate and said the winter
strategy that has been put in
place includes the measures
to deal with security 

BSF deploys more troops, surveillance equipment
along border in J&K as part of ‘winter strategy’

HC regularises promotion
of 22 Sub-Judges

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: In a full Court
meeting held under chair-
manship of Chief Justice
Pankaj Mithal, promotions
of 22 Sub-Judges were regu-
larised. According to an
order issued by Registrar
General, Sanjeev Gupta,
after considering compara-
tive seniority, vigilance
report and performance of
all eligible Judicial Officers
evaluated in terms of criteria
laid down vide High Court
Order No. 648 dated
September 7, 2019, the
adhoc promotion of below
mentioned 22 Civil Judges
(Junior Division)/ Munsiffs,
who are working as Adhoc
Civil Judges (Senior
Division)/ Sub-Judges, is
hereby confirmed/regu-
larised from the date on
which they were promoted on
adhoc basis as Civil Judges
(Senior Division)/ Sub
Judges. Those whose promo-
tions were regularized
included Iqbal Ahmad
Akhoon, Phuntsog Angmo,
Riyaz Ahmad, Tabasum
Qadir Parray,  Meyank
Gupta, 
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