
Tuesday January 4, 20228

Printer, publisher and owned by Raj Daluja, Printed and published at STATE TIMES PUBLICATIONS, Plot No. 110, 111, 112, Phase-II, Gangyal, Jammu. Ph-2579290, 2573691, Fax: 0191-2562657. e-mail.statetimes1@gmail.com Editor, Raj Daluja; RNI No: 66908/96. 
All legal disputes are subject to exclusive jurisdiction of Jammu Courts only.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The seventeenth
meeting of Board of Studies
for Faculty of Agriculture of
SKUAST-Jammu was held on
Monday in the Conference
Hall of Division of
Agricultural Economics and
ABM under the chairmanship
of Prof. Rakesh Nanda,
Director Education,
SKUAST-Jammu. 

The agendas of the meeting
were presented by Dr
Parshant Bakshi, Member
Secretary that includes
Upgradation of Fisheries Unit
into Division of Fisheries,
Institutionalization of
Masters of Fisheries Science,
Adoption of Common regula-
tions of ICAR for PG/Ph.D
programme, change in eligibil-
ity criteria for admission to
Masters' Programme in

Forestry, Modification in New
Course Curriculum of various
degree programmes, finaliza-
tion of syllabus for admission
to M.Sc. Plant Biotech and
Molecular Biology etc.  

In the concluding remarks,
Prof Rakesh Nanda stressed
on adhering to academic regu-
lations and framing of such
curricula which will help in
overall development of stu-
dents so that they are able to
compete both at national and
international level. 

He said SKUAST-Jammu is
the first to adopt curricula of
Broad Subject Matter Area
committee. 

Prof. Nanda also advised all
the faculty members to work
hard and leave no stone
unturned for maintaining the
quality standards in academic
excellence of SKUAST-

Jammu. 
Prof Bikram Singh, Dean,

Faculty of Agriculture, Prof.
M. S. Bhadwal, Dean, Faculty
of Veterinary Sciences and
A.H.; Prof. S. E. H. Rizvi,
Dean, Faculty of Basic
Sciences; Prof. S. K. Gupta,
Registrar; Prof. Jyoti
Kachroo, Director Planning
and Monitoring; Prof. Rajesh
Katoch, DSW; Prof. Rajender
Peshin, I/C University
Examination Cell and all the
members of Board of Studies
including Professors',
Associate Professors' and
other members participated in
the meeting.

The vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Dr Parshant
Bakshi, Member Secretary,
Board of studies. Dr Satesh
Kumar and Rakesh Sharma
acted as Rapporteurs. 

SKUAST-J holds 17th Meeting of Board
of Studies of Faculty of PG Studies

Prof. Rakesh Nanda, Director Education, SKUAST-Jammu chairing a meeting. 
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JAMMU: In view of WHO
alarming report regarding
severe 3rd wave of Corona
and also Omicron,  former
Minister and senior
National Conference
leader, Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra asked J&K
Government to provide four
ventilators fitted beds and
10 oxygen fitted in every
Primary Health Centre
(PHC)  of Jammu and
Kashmir. Sadhotra said
this while addressing a
meeting of prominent
workers of Block Bhalwal
held under the
Chairmanship of Subash
Chander Bhagat, Block
President  and was organ-
ized by Ch. Bagh Ali, Zonal
Vice President (Central).

Sadhotra further said
that last time Govt.  took a
decision to provide oxygen
gas cylinder fitted beds in
every Panchayat. The deci-
sion was welcomed by one
and all but to utter surprise
neither oxygen nor a

trained person to operate
was provided and the deci-
sion was implemented. 

"Government should
ensure that this decision is
implemented in letter &
spirit so that immediate
oxygen fitted bed is provid-
ed to the patient," he said
and also urged the Govt to
put Omicron and COVID-
19 preparedness pro-
gramme to treat and pre-
vention in public domain so
that people could know in
case of illness where to go
for treatment and to avoid
panic. 

Others who spoke on the
occasion were Brahma
Nand Vice President
Zonal, Raghbir Singh
District President Jammu
Rural, Kirpal Chand Ex
Sarpanch, Randhir
SinghJamwal, Ch. Jamat
Ali, Ranjit Singh, Ch.
Alam Khan, Ch. Nek Alam,
Ch. Mushtaq Ahmed,
Rahul Sharma, Haji
Dilawar Hussain, Haji
AllaRakha, Haji Liaquat
Ali, Bhag Hussain, Ch.
Nazir Ahmed, Ch. Sardar
Ali, Ch. Abdul Rashid and
Ch. Allah Rakha. 

4 ventilator-fitted beds in
every PHC must: Sadhotra

Senior National Conference Leader Ajay Kumar Sadhotra
with prominent workers of Bhalwal Block after the meeting.
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JAMMU: The J&K branch of
Bharat Sevashram Sangha
(BSS) today distributed
warm clothes to several under-
privileged families in its
Panjgrain Ashram, Nagrota,
near here in light of the pre-
vailing biting cold.

Mayor, Jammu Municipal
Corporation, Chander Mohan
Gupta was the Chief Guest
while CSS Regional Passport
Officer J&K, Nishith Kumar
Shil and Station Director,
Jammu Tawi Railway Station,
Mahesh Yadav were the
Guests of Honour on the occa-
sion. Earlier, all the digni-
taries in presence of Swami
Satyamitrananda Secretary of
Jammu Branch and other
members of BSS performed
Pujan in the temple of
Bharat. The clothes were dis-
tributed to the needy persons
by Swami Satyamitrananda
in presence of the Chief Guest
and Guests of Honour and
other prominent persons of
the area. Mayor Chander
Mohan Gupta said that the
initiative for providing warm
clothing to poor and needy
sections of the society during
extreme cold weather and

other activities of BSS high-
light and reinvigorate the eth-
ical traditions and serve as a
guiding force for the better-
ment of humanity.

He appealed to the Sangha
to continue its humanitarian
services for the disadvantaged
sections of the society.

"Society must come forward
to help the poor and the needy.
Facing winter for the poor
becomes very tough since they
can't afford warm clothes. If
all of us decide to donate our
unused winter clothes, a lot
can be done to alleviate their
suffering," the Mayor said.

He appealed to more people
to come forward and gener-
ously work for the poor people.

Appreciating the Sangha's
commitment towards the serv-
ice of humanity, Nishith

Kumar Shil congratulated the
BSS on the occasion. He
observed that more such self-
less organizations like the
BSS would make a valuable
contribution towards the
upliftment of the downtrod-
den and needy segments of the
society. Mahesh Yadav also
spoke on the occasion and
lauded the efforts of BSS for
their social welfare pro-
grammes.

Swami Satyamitranandaji
Maharaj also highlighted
activities of the organization
in his address.

He said following the ideolo-
gy of its great founder Swami
Pramanandaji Maharaj, BSS
have been carrying out various
campaigns at their level to dis-
tribute warm clothes among
the needy people every year. 

BSS Panjgrain distributes warm
clothes among needy people
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LEH: To improve connectivity
in rural areas, the Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh, RK
Mathur, on Monday distrib-
uted smartphones to village-
level workers (VLWs) in the
presence of Secretary, IT,
Saugat Biswas.

These smartphones were dis-
tributed to 10 Gram
Panchayat each in Leh and
Kargil districts on a pilot basis
to bridge the connectivity gap
and enable people in the rural
areas to make free calls to any

cellular network through
VSAT Wi-Fi. These smart-
phones preinstalled with a one-
year subscription of the BSNL
Wings application would be
placed at the Panchayat Ghar
for usage by the villagers free
of cost.

Secretary IT Saugat Biswas
informed the Lieutenant
Governor that the villagers ear-
lier used VSATs for internet
connectivity but were unable to
make voice calls. However, now
the villagers can make free
calls using smartphones.

LG Ladakh distributes Smartphones among 
VLWs to improve connectivity in rural areas
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JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir BJP
Secretary & Vaccination Incharge,
Arvind Gupta, while expressing grat-
itude to Narendra Modi government
and the UT for launching the vacci-
nation for 15-18 years age group,
said that it will cover a large popula-
tion and give respite to the parents of
their children. 

In a statement, Arvind said that

the decision of the government to
start vaccinating for this age group
will not only be one more step
towards ensuring the benefit of dose
to the uncovered young children but
also free parents of the worries relat-
ed to their safety and well being. 

Arvind, who has been coordinating
the vaccination exercise with the UT
administration on behalf of the
party, informed that after its launch-

ing on January 3, a target of 8.33
lakh has been fixed, which will be
completed in ten days time. 

The Health Department has collab-
orated with the Education
Department, under which first dose
of COVAXIN will be injected to the
students  in the school premises
itself. Moreover, this facility can be
availed by non school going children
in the already established vaccina-

tion centres across Jammu and
Kashmir.  Arvind further shared that
those born in 2004 or earlier will be
benefitted by it and appealed the
people to strictly follow the Covid
Appropriate Behaviour in view of the
reports of Omicron variant of the
virus. 

Gupta said that those falling in the
fixed age group,  will be given second
dose after 28 days.

Vaccinating 15-18 yr age-group will be big respite to parents: Arvind
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL Jammu has
informed that the power supply to Badyal Brahmana, Suhagpur,
Kotli, Jabowal, Part of Arnia, Trewa, Gadigarh, Dhrap, Indra
Nagar and its adjoining areas shall remain affected on January 04
from 9 am to 2 pm. 

Similarly, the power supply to Pargwal, Channi Tanna, Rajpura,
Bhalwal Bharat, Dhalwal Miulu Hamipurkona, BSF and adjoin-
ing areas shall remain affected on January 04 from 9 am to 3 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to  Gool, Dharam and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on January 04 from 10 am to 4 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to areas being fed from Grid Stations-
Sidhra-I & II, Jhajjarkotli,  BB-II, Akhnoor, Kalakote and some
non-essential areas of Grid Station Janipur shall remain off on
January 04 from 11 am to 3 pm.

Power shutdown
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JAMMU: A deputation of
Jammu and Kashmir
Teachers Association
(JKTA) led by its UT
President Bhupinder Singh
called on the Director School
Education Jammu (DSEJ),
Dr Ravi Shankar Sharma on
Monday and extended wishes
on the New Year.  The mem-
bers also presented a bouquet
to the officer as a token of
love and respect. 

Speaking during the meet-
ing, the Director laid thrust
on qualitative improvement
in existing education system,
increase of drop-out rate and
quality role of teachers. He
said that teachers have to
play a key-role in bringing the
qualitative improvement in
schools and asked teachers to
work for it to provide solace

to the most disadvantaged
sections of the children. 

Besides, UT President
JKTA Bhupinder Singh also
raised several issues of teach-
ers like transfer policy in
favour of teachers appointed
under ReT scheme particu-
larly in favour of female
teachers, provision of earned
leave in favour of teachers
deployed in COVID duty and
working for other non-teach-
ing purposes lin High
Schools, ZEO Offices and
Higher Secondary Schools
during summer/ winter vaca-
tions, holding DPCs of teach-
ers at regular intervals etc. 

The delegation comprised
of Akhter Abass Naik,
Joginder Dingra, Sadaket
Malik, Surjeet Singh,
Poonam Devi and Lalita
Kumari.

JKTA deputation calls on
DSEJ, highlights key issues 

JKTA deputation members calling on DSEJ, 
Dr Ravi Shankar Sharma.  Dignitaries along with  Swami Satyamitrananda Secretary

BSS of Jammu Branch  distributing clothes among needy. 
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NEW DELHI:  Union Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh on Monday
launched the Web Portal for PM's Excellence Awards in Public
Administration, the registration for which begins from today.

Speaking after the launch, the Minister said, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the entire concept and format
of the PM's Excellence Award has undergone a revolutionary
change since 2014. PM's Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration portal for the year 2021-2022 is
www.pmawards.gov.in. For the year 2021, the scheme for Prime
Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public Administration aims to
recognize the contribution of civil servants in: 1)Promoting  "Jan
Bhagidari" or Peoples'  participation in Poshan Abhiyan
2)Promoting excellence in sports and wellness through Khelo India
scheme 3) Digital Payments and good governance in PM
SVANidhi Yojana 4) Holistic Development through One District
One Product scheme 5) Seamless, End-to-End Delivery of Services
without Human Intervention and 6) Innovations. The applications
for the award would be required to cover all the aspects of imple-
mentation of a scheme in holistic manner, such as, activities cover-
ing production stage, quality control, governance and outcomes.

The eligibility to submit nominations for the Prime Minister's
Awards 2021 will be open to the following:Awards for Scheme 1, 2,
3 and 4 for holistic development to Districts, while Award for
Scheme 5 shall be open to Districts, as well as any service provid-
ing Department/ Organisation of Centre or State with one Award
for the District and one Award for others. Awards for Innovation:
Organizations of Central/ State Governments /
Districts/Implementing Units. The Period of consideration is 1st
April 2019 to 31st Dec, 2021. The total number of Awards under
the Prime Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration 2021 would be 18. The Criteria for evaluation of
PM's Awards, 2021:Based on pre-determined indicators in consul-
tation with Line Ministries/ Departments (excluding Innovation).
There would be a mix of common parameters across schemes and
flexible parameters which would be provided by the concerned Line
Ministries/Department.The award for Innovation Category will be
evaluated based on introducing and implementing an innovative
idea/ scheme/project to meet stakeholders' requirements.

Dr Jitendra launches portal
for PM's Excellence Awards
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DUBAI: The Union

Territory (UT) of Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) has wit-
nessed tremendous transfor-
mation after the LG admin-
istration took over the reign,
stated Ranjan Prakash
Thakur, Principal Secretary,
Industry and Commerce,
J&K, while speaking at inau-
gural ceremony of J&K week
at the India Pavilion in
EXPO 2020 Dubai on
Monday.

The J&K pavilion was
inaugurated by Ranjan

Prakash Thakur in presence
of Dr Aman Puri, Consul
General of India in Dubai
and Deputy Commissioner
General for India at Expo
2020 Dubai.

"We need to develop J&K
into a modern and a pro-
gressed UT as the destina-
tion is abundantly blessed
with unique composite cul-
ture and incredible heritage
besides thousands of years of
it's matchless artwork and
handicrafts", maintained
Thakur.

Talking about growth tra-

jectory of the Union
Territory, Thakur said that
at EXPO 2020 Dubai, we
are showcasing the rich her-
itage of J&K besides the
investment opportunities
here which have substantially
evolved in the last 2 years.

Thakur also highlighted the
specific investment opportu-
nities in the region under the
leadership of Prime Minister.
The Union Territory is wit-
nessing major developments
in line with the heritage of
the region beautifully dis-
played at the pavilion.

India Pavilion showcasing dawn
of new era in J&K: Thakur


