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RAJOURI: With the aim to
connect with Veterans, an
Ex-Serviceman Rally was
organised by Tain
Rashtriya Rifles at Sial
Sui During the rally, the
Ex-Servicemen were
acquainted with the vari-
ous initiatives undertaken
by the Army for the wel-
fare of Ex-Servicemen in
the AoR. The gathering
was made aware on the
issues being faced by them
in updation of records and
timely remittance of pen-
sion through Project
SPARSH and other
planned activities for the
next months. 

The rally helped in
understanding the
requirements of the Ex-
Servicemen in a holistic
manner.  During the rally,
grievance cell was estab-
lished in which army offi-
cials took a feedback
regarding issues pertain-
ing to SPARSH, Pension,
Canteen smart cards,
ECHS, Resettlement etc.

Medical Camp for the
ESM and their families
was waslo setup to provide
basic medical aid to them. 

Senior most ExSM of
the region Hony Capt
Abdul Rashid also
addressed the gathering
and explained the other
ExSM about various
schemes run by the gov-
ernment for benefit of
ExSM.  Amongst other
issues, various aspects like
general wellbeing of vil-
lagers, measures to
empower the women and
girl child, improvement in
sports activities and ideas
to enhance skills in the
youth to attain gainful
employment were also dis-
cussed. 

Ex-Servicemen pledged
that they will motivate
youth of their area to join
Armed Forces to be part of
mainstream, keep them
away from illegal activi-
ties like drug peddling and
assist civil administration
in holistic development of
their villages.

Army organises Rally
for Ex Servicemen 
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JAMMU: Arjunveer Singh,
an eighth-grade student at
Airforce School, Jammu,
clinched the National Child
Scientist award at the 31st
National Children's
Science Congress (NCSC)
- 2023. His ground break-
ing app, ReKindle HOPE,
designed to prevent suicide
by promoting emotional
wellness, stood out as the
best among participants.

Arjunveer's app serves as
a beacon of hope for those
navigating seemingly
insurmountable challenges
in life. 

During his presentation,
Arjunveer, explained the
transformative power of
his app, asserting that with
a simple button press,
ReKindle HOPE has the
ability to alleviate stress,
anxiety, and depression,
leaving countless faces
adorned with smiles.

The two-day National

Children Science Congress
took place at RM Public
School in Chowadhi,
Jammu. The event was
organized by the National
Council for Urban and
Rural Development Society
(NCURDS) Jammu, under
the guidance of the School
Education Department
Jammu, with support from
the National Council for
Science and Technology
Communications (NCSTC),
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of

India.
During the NCSC, 41

projects were presented by
young scientists from dif-
ferent places. The top
seven outstanding projects,
including Arjunveer's in
the junior category, were
selected to represent
Jammu at the national
level later this month.

Arjunveer not only won
the hearts of the adjudicat-
ing scientists but also
outscored selected candi-
dates in the senior catego-
ry. Other junior category
projects selected for the
national competition were
presented by Diksha Devi
of GGMS Abtal Samba and
Amit Singh of TMP School
Nowshehra.

In the senior category,
the chosen projects includ-
ed those by Arush Dev
Sharma of Govt. BHSS
Sunderbani, Rujila

Mahajan of Heritage
School Jammu, Ishan
Pandey of Army Public
School Samba, and Aditi
Bakshi of Shiksha Niketan
Hr Sec School Jeevan
Nagar, Jammu.

The NCSC plays a crucial
role in nurturing and
enhancing scientific tem-
perament among young
minds and teachers, con-
tributing to the advance-
ment of scientific knowl-
edge in the community.

Arjunveer receives prestigious National Child Scientist Award
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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir BJP President
Ravinder Raina, along
with MP Jugal Kishore
Sharma, General
Secretary (organisation)
Ashok Koul and other
leaders released a docu-
mentary on Article 370
and history of Praja
Parishad in the erstwhile
state of Jammu &
Kashmir. 

This documentary was
also shown on the newly
fixed LED in Nanaji
Deshmukh Library. The
LED will run this docu-
mentary on working days
for the convenience of the
history loving people.

Er. Dil Bahadur Singh

Jamwal, Convenor BJP
Sawachh Bharat Abhiyan
and Er. T.K. Sharma, Co-
Convenor of the Abhiyan
presented this LED to the
library.

Prof. Kulbushan
Mohtra Incharge Nanaji
Deshmukh Library and
Documentation Department,

had organised the event.
Ravinder Raina, while

speaking on the occasion,
said that Nanaji
Deshmuk Library is
proving a great asset not
only to the party but gen-
eral public is also visiting
here and taking benefit
of books related to differ-

ent subjects, particularly
ones on historic moments
and developments in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Ashok Koul said that the
documentary released
today is indeed a big
source of information on
Article 370 and the Praja
Parishad movement and
the readers will surely
appreciate its contents
and study material based
on facts. 

Prof. Kulbushan Mohtra,
on this occasion, shared
details about the books
and the documentaries
available in the library
and informed that during
the past five years, a num-
ber of research scholars
have taken help in com-
pleting their thesis on
various subjects from
this library, which is a

matter of pride for the
party.

Former Deputy Chief
Minister Kavinder
Gupta, former ministers
Sat Sharma and Sham
Lal Sharma, general sec-
retaries Vibodh Gupta
and Dr. Devinder Manyal,
Waqf Board Chairperson
Dr. Drakshana Andrabi,
N.E Member and former
minister Priya Sethi,
J&K BJP Vice-president
Anuradha Charak, secre-
taries Arvind Gupta and
Veenu Khanna, Mahila
Morcha president Sanjita
Dogra, former MLA
Ashwani Sharma, Jammu
south district president
Rekha Mahajan, Mahila
Morcha Spokesperson
Pooja Grover were
prominent leaders pres-
ent on the occasion.

BJP Library releases documentary on Article 370

J&K BJP President Ravinder Raina releasing a 
documentary on Article 370 and history of Praja Parishad.
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JAMMU: In the sacred trib-
ute to the Shahadat of
Sahibzade, Gandhi Global
Family (GGF) Women Wing
Jammu in collaboration with
Aparna Ashram  hosted a
Breakfast Langar, embracing
the spirit of unity, compassion,
and remembrance. 

This event marks a solemn
commemoration of the sacri-
fices made by the Sahibzade,
epitomizing courage and devo-
tion.

Padma Shri Dr. S.P Verma,
Dinesh Gupta, Babu Singh
Mehta, Ashok Dutta, Sumi
Sahi Seth, Dr. Pervinder
Kour, Priya Verma, Dr. Alka
Sharma, Inderdeep Singh ,
Fatima and others were pres-
ent to serve the Langar.

The Langar was organised

to bring the community
together in a spirit of shared
reverence and the women wing
believes that attendees must
expect a nourishing start to
the day with a variety of
wholesome breakfast options,
fostering a sense of together-
ness that reflects the teach-
ings of Sahibzade.

They all pledge to join hands
to honor the legacy of the
Sahibzade, whose unwavering
commitment to righteousness
continues to inspire genera-
tions. 

The breakfast Langar serves
as a symbolic gesture, echoing
the selfless service embodied
by these noble souls.

Empowering the Spirit: Breakfast Langar
commemorates Shahadat of Sahibzade

GGF Women Wing Jammu team hosting Breakfast Langar.
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JAMMU: Former Councillor Ward  3,
Jammu Municipal Corporation, Narotam
Sharma along with other Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders inaugurated
an awareness and registration camp  of
"PM Vishwakarma Yojana".

While addressing the gathering,
Narotam said that 'PM Vishwakarma
Yojana'  is beneficial for all sections of
the as it is  aimed to  provide support to
artisans who keep alive the traditional

crafts of India. 
He urged the people to take maximum

benefit of this scheme and also aware
other people of this scheme. 

PM Vishwakarama is a central scheme
launched by the Ministry of Micro,  Small
and Mediums Enterprises which provides
collateral free credit , skill training, mod-
ern tools, incentive for digital transactions
and market linkage support, he said.

During the awareness programme, it was
informed that the category of trades that
are included in this scheme are Carpenter
(Suthar), Boat Maker, Armourer,
Blacksmith (Lohar), Hammer and Tool
Kit Maker, Locksmith, Goldsmith
(Sunar), Potter (Kumhaar), Sculptor
(Moortikar)/ stone carver / Stone breaker,
Cobbler (Charmkar)/ Shoesmith/
Footwear artisan, Mason (Raajmistri),
Basket Maker/ Basket Waver: Mat maker/
Coir Weaver/ Broom , Washer man , Tailor
and fishing net maker .

The eligible tradesmen are also provided
training under the scheme besides Rs
500/day stipend, after the successful
training even they are provided toolkits.

The prominent people who attended this
program include Yudveer Sethi state Vice
President BJP, Vidya Devi, Sarooj Gupta,
Amit Khanna, Sanjay Mengi Sanjay Abrol
( Booth president), Rajesh Khajuria,
Akhil Gupta, Bindu, Santosh, Puja and
others were present to grace the occasion.

Narotam  organizes PM Vishwakarma
Yojna Awareness Camp in Old City

Former Councillor Ward  3, Narotam
Sharma and others at registration camp.  
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JAMMU: Continuing with
its initiative, the Central
Govt Pensioners' Welfare
Association, Jammu
(CGPWA) held an interac-
tive session with more than
hundred inmates of the
BALGRAN, Home for des-
titute children. The
General Secretary of
CGPWA K B Jandial took
the session in the presence
of the President of BAL-
GRAN V K Raina, IFS
(retd) and Prof R D
Sharma, former Vice
Chancellor of Jammu
University. A lecture on
Water Resources and
Environmental Issues was
delivered by another mem-
ber, Upender Pachnanda
IFS (Retd) former
Additional Principal Chief
Conservation of Forests.

The freewheeling 90-
minute interactive session
revolved around Indian
value system, traditions,
customs and under threat
morality in the society.

Views were solicited from
the students on how to
become a good student and
subsequently the responsi-
ble citizen of India. The
students were explained
the context when someone
talks about traditions, cus-
toms, and the value system
of vast and diverse India.
The students were
explained that diversity is
one of the factors that pro-
vides India a special place.
This diversity has given
birth to a varied rich com-
posite value system, tradi-
tions, and customs.
Traditions were explained
as practices and beliefs of
people of India that include
everything from food and
clothing to religion and
art. By and large, the har-
monious existence of many
religions and sects, makes
a colourful tapestry of
Indian society.
Maintaining this basket of
colourful flowers of India is
the real challenge for the
students which every one of

them had to understand
and worked for. The stu-
dents were told that moral-
ity plays a vital role in
shaping the fabric of any
society. 

In the case of Indian soci-
ety, which possesses a rich
culture and traditions,
morality holds immense
significance. Morality in
Indian society finds its
roots in the teachings of
ancient scriptures empha-
sizing righteousness, com-
passion, and ethical con-
duct, providing individuals
with a moral compass to
guide them toward leading
a virtuous life.

Jandial also talked about
eleven Fundamental Duties
enshrined in the
Constitution which every
citizen of India is required
to perform. These include
abiding the Constitution,
respecting the national flag

& National Anthem, follow-
ing ideals of the freedom
struggle, protecting sover-
eignty & integrity of India.
To give importance to the
fundamental duties and
create awareness, 6th
January has been declared
as 'Fundamental Duties
Day', he added.

Earlier, Pachnanda deliv-
ered an impressive lecture
on Water Resources and
Environment. He dwelt
with different aspects of
conservation of water and
water resources and the
need for public awareness
against wastage of water.
Rainwater harvesting is
another technology to
improve availability of
groundwater. 

Similarly, there is a need
for increasing forest cover,
planting trees in open
areas and even in houses to
improve the environment.

CGPWA holds lecture, interaction with
BALGRAN inmates for awareness
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SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Sunday
said that six accused have
been identified in the
money-doubling scam
which came to the fore ear-
lier this month.

A police spokesman said
that one accused has been
held from Tamil Nadu
while efforts are being
made to nab the rest.

The scam came to light on
December 19, 2023, when
numerous victims found
themselves deceived and
the company - operating
under operating under the
guise of 'Curative Survey
Private Limited - unre-
sponsive, triggering chaos,
anguish, and public
protests. Acting swiftly, a
case (FIR No. 39/2023)
was registered under
Section 66D of the IT Act
and Section 420 of the IPC
at the Cyber Police Station
in Kashmir Zone-Srinagar.

Recognizing the severity
of the situation, a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)

was formed to delve into
the matter. The investiga-
tion revealed that the
fraudulent company had
established six offices in
the Kashmir Valley and one
regional office in Jammu
between January and
February 2023. All seven
offices were promptly
searched, sealed, and
incriminating evidence was
confiscated for further
analysis at the FSL.

Numerous employees
associated with the compa-
ny, spread across Jammu
and Kashmir, were identi-
fied, examined, and their
statements recorded.
Simultaneously, victims of
the scam approached the
SIT, providing crucial
statements and aiding the
ongoing investigation.

The SIT, relying on victim
statements, technical and
digital evidence, identified
six accused individuals, all
residing outside the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. Specialized police
teams were mobilized to

apprehend the identified
culprits, resulting in the
arrest of one suspect in
Tamil Nadu, who is cur-
rently in police custody.
Efforts are underway to
apprehend the remaining
accused persons.

The financial losses
incurred by victims are
being assessed through the
collection of related evi-
dence and witness state-
ments. All bank accounts
associated with the fraudu-
lent company have been
debit-frozen, and a compre-
hensive investigation is
ongoing. The involvement
of local employees and con-
tacts of the main accused
persons is also under
scrutiny.

Additionally, the SIT is
investigating the role of
social media influencers
who promoted the fraudu-
lent company through vari-
ous platforms. So far, the
Cyber Police Station in
Kashmir Zone Srinagar
has received 27 complaints
related to this scam.

Money-doubling scam: One accused nabbed
from Tamil Nadu, five more identified

SIT investigating role of social media influencers who 
promoted the fraudulent company: J&K Police

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Balwant Thakur's
hard hitting Hindi play
'Jaal' staged here on Sunday
at Rani Park, Jammu under
the direction of Neeraj
Kant. 

At the very outset while
addressing the gathering,
Natrang Director Balwant
Thakur said that while bid-
ding farewell to 2023 and
welcoming 2024 Natrang
chose to present a play
which addresses the biggest
challenge of the contempo-
rary times. The menace of
drugs amongst youth is all
set to take its toll. Before it
becomes 'Udta Jammu', it
becomes the responsibility of
every one to come forward
and fight out this growing
menace before it grips every
home. Natrang being a
responsible cultural institu-
tion has volunteered by tak-
ing this message to every
nook and corner of the
region through the effective
use of theatre.  In a very
effective manner this power-
ful play 'Jaal' innovatively

showcases as how the Drug-
menace is ruining the gener-
ations like a rapid fire, crip-
pling the developing nations
like India. The youth of the
country, the largest ener-
getic and most productive
human resource of the coun-
try, sometimes unknowingly
slip into this dangerous trap
of drug menace. The play
'Jaal' was not based on any
one story-line but as an
experiment Balwant Thakur
has woven multiple stories in
one theme focusing the
spread of drug menace like a
mesh, this taking the toll of
the strongest workforce of
the country. Jammu is no
exception. We are a witness
to lots of youth losing lives.

In a sequence a young boy is
shown struggling for a good
company after his passing of
the school and entry in the
college. He is isolated for not
being the consumer of intox-
ications. All around him
treat him like a child which
really frustrates him and to
prove that he has grown-up
as a young man now, he
finds the easiest way and
demonstrates his coming of
age by consuming a variety
of intoxications. In another
sequence a rural inhabita-
tion particularly the men-
folk are shown drowned in
the menace of alcohol. All
the miseries of the village
like poverty, domestic vio-
lence, and other ailments are

attributed to the constant
growth of consumption of
alcohol in the village. In a
sequence the daily routine of
a villager is shown who con-
sumes the whole of his daily
earnings in alcohol. Being
drunk completely he has
looses his way home. By the
time a local escorts him to
his place where in the middle
of the night this drunken
man starts beating his sleep-
ing wife and kids for not
receiving him on his arrival.
When the escort intervenes
to save the poor lady and
children, he is blamed for
having malicious intentions
towards his wife. This fight
further messes up when a
drunken man after losing

senses damages his house-
hold belongings as well. The
play unfolds a series of inci-
dents where people influ-
enced by drugs, alcohol and
other intoxications create
hell for themselves as well as
for others. Many precious
lives are being charred in
this fire of the growing drug
menace which is to be fought
unitedly to bring them out of
the mesh of drugs menace.
Through this play Balwant
Thakur has tried to make an
appeal to save mankind
from this dragon who is
extending its constituency
day by day. Actors who out-
shined in their respective
performances and left an
impact of their acting
included Neeraj Kant,
Aadesh Dhar, Kananpreet
Kour, Vishal Sharma,
Abhimanyu Choudhary,
Sanket Bhagat, Kushal
Bhat and Chaitanaya
Shekhar. The show was ably
conducted by senior actor of
Jammu stage Rajinder
Narang and coordinated by
Mohd. Yaseen.

Balwant Thakur's Hindi play 'Jaal' staged by Natrang Jammu

A scene from Balwant Thakur's  play 'Jaal'presented by NATRANG at  Rani Park, Jammu.

SUF welcomes
veteran leaders
joining SAD (B)
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU:   A meeting of
Sikh United Front (SUF)
and other Sikh organiza-
tions of Jammu and
Kashmir was held under
the Chairmanship of
Sudershan Singh Wazir
which  welcomed the veter-
an leaders Manjit Singh G.
K and Paramjit Singh
Sarna joining the
Shiromani Akali Dal Badal
in the presence of Sukhbir
Singh Badal. 

The Chairman
Jammu and Kashmir SUF,
Sudershan SinghWazir
said that it is the need of
the hour to unite setting
aside the minor differ-
ences. The Sikh communi-
ty is facing discrimination
as such its leaders should
come together and step
together for the welfare of
the community. Chairman
SUF appealed to all the
veteran leadership
throughout the country
including Bibi Jagir Kour
and Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa to come to the
main fold again. 

Sukhbir Singh Badal who
has already apologized
over the mistakes, is also
appealed to approach the
veteran leadership for
unity  so that we jointly
fight for the release of
Bandi Singhs who have
completed their tenure of
punishments and are still
in jails and solve other
issues.

Those who participated
the meeting include
Mohinder Singh,
Darbinder Singh,
Rajinder Singh and others. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In a political
development, Peoples
Conference President Sajad
Lone and Jammu and
Kashmir Apni Party
President Altaf Bukhari
met at an undisclosed loca-
tion in Srinagar without
party leaders and any secu-
rity cover.

This was the first face to
face meeting between the
two leaders, which assumes
significance as it is  in the
backdrop of the upcoming
parliamentary elections.

According to sources, pre-
viously estranged leaders
Sajad Lone and Altaf
Bukhari met face to face
after a very long time. 

They seem have expressed

a desire to tem-
porarily set aside
differences and pri-
oritize a collective
fight against a com-
mon adversary
detrimental to the
people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Sources close to
them emphasized
that despite not
being on talking
terms for the
longest time now,
the leaders  agreed

that they owe it to the peo-
ple of J&K that common
enemy of people of J&K
should not win by virtue of
division of votes.

Additionally, the source
revealed that they also dis-
cussed the critical necessity
of cleansing Kashmiri poli-
tics. "They intend to take
other leaders on board and
expose politicians who
exhibit inconsistent behav-
iors. They especially felt
that leaders who swear by
sentiment by the day and
enjoy the hospitality of
agencies by the night need
to be publicly exposed", he
added. This unexpected turn
in political dynamics has the
potential to significantly
impact the election outcome.

Ahead of Lok Sabha Polls, Sajad Lone, Bukhari
hold secret meeting in Srinagar: Sources


