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STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU:  First Additional
Sessions Judge Jammu
Virender Singh Bhou on
Wednesday awarded life-
imprisonment to four
accused in a murder case. 

The convicted are Deepak
Singh alias Deepu, son of
Ramesh Singh,           Manjeet
Singh alias Sonu, son of
Surjeet Singh, Shammi
Singh alias Chhottu, son of
Ravi Singh, Charanjeet
Singh alias Rocky,  son of
Surjeet Singh, all residents
of Satrayian Tehsil R S Pura
Distt Jammu, facing trial in
murder case for the last 10
years.

The alleged enmity between
the deceased and accused
families has resulted into the
death of Vinod Kumar, here-
inafter referred to as
deceased, as argued by the
Prosecution. 

The prosecution story
unfolded from the final
report, statements of the wit-
nesses and material on
record is that on July 8,
2014, at 3 PM, the com-
plainant in the case, P.W Anil
Sharma, son of Tirath Ram,
real brother of the deceased,
namely, Vinod Kumar, lodged
a written report in Police
Station R.S. Pura, that he is

a resident of Village
Satrayian and is a business-
man by profession. Accused
Deepak Singh, son of
Ramesh Singh, Manjeet
Singh and Charanjeet Singh,
sons of Surjeet Singh, all res-
idents of Village Satrayian,
were having enmity with him
and his brothers. 

On July 8, 2014, approxi-
mately at 02:15 p.m., Vinod
Kumar, was sitting in his
shop, situated at Ward No.
12 and watching television,
the real uncle of the com-
plainant, Vijay Kumar, was
also sitting in his own shop,
situated opposite the shop of
the complainant. When the
complainant, after having his
day meals, reached at his
shop, he saw accused Deepak
Singh, Manjeet Singh,
Charanjeet Singh alongwith
one unknown person enter-
ing the shop of the com-
plainant with gun and sharp-
edged weapons in their
hands. They attacked Vinod
Kumar with common inten-
tion to kill him inside the
shop. Whereas accused
Deepak Singh was having a
gun in his hands, the rest of
the accused were having
sharp edged weapons (Tokas)
in their hands. On the alarm
raised by the complainant

and his uncle, accused
Deepak Singh fired from the
gun and caused serious
injuries to Vinod Kumar.
Thereafter all the accused
persons ran away from the
place of occurrence. The
injured brother of the com-
plainant was thereafter
taken to the Govt. Hospital,
R.S.Pura, by his uncle Vijay
Kumar and others. After his
checkup the injured Vinod
Kumar was declared as
brought dead. 

On his written report the
Police of Police Station
R.S.Pura, on 08.07.2014, at
15.00 hours (3p.m), regis-
tered FIR Number 132 of
2014, under Sections 452,
302, 34 of the Ranbir Penal
Code and section 3/25 and
4/25 of the Arms Act.

Ist Additional Sessions
Judge Jammu Virender
Singh Bhou, after hearing
both the sides, observed that
the convicts, namely Deepak
Singh, Manjeet Singh,
Shammi Singh and
Charanjeet Singh are sen-
tenced to undergo rigorous
imprisonment for life for the
commission of offence under
section 302 RPC and pay a
fine of Rs. 10,000 individual-
ly.

In case of default of pay-

ment of fine the convicts
shall undergo further simple
imprisonment of two months
individually. 

"They are further convicted
for the commission of
offences under sections 452
RPC to undergo rigorous
imprisonment of 02 years
and pay a fine of Rs. 1000
individually and in default of
payment of fine they shall
undergo simple imprison-
ment for one month individu-
ally

Deepak Singh is further
convicted for the commission
of offence under Section 30
I.A Act to undergo rigorous
imprisonment for two
months and pay a fine of Rs.
1000 and in default of pay-
ment of fine, he shall further
undergo simple imprison-
ment for 15 days. While
Manjeet Singh, Shammi
Singh and Charanjeet Singh
are further convicted for the
commission of offence under
Section 4/25 I.A.Act to
undergo simple imprison-
ment for one year and pay a
fine of Rs. 1000 individually
and in case of default of pay-
ment, they shall further
undergo imprisonment for 15
days individually. All the sen-
tences shall run concurrent-
ly", as per the judgment. 

Court awards life-imprisonment to 4 in murder case
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Jammu conducted
workshop on Research in
the Academic Sector, which
brought together a distin-
guished delegation led by
renowned academicians
ranging from Prof. Amrik
Sohal, Monash University,
Australia, Professor Julie
Davies, University College
London, UK, and Prof.
Chris Hicks, Newcastle
University, UK. 

The workshop was
presided by Prof. B.S.
Sahay, Director, IIM
Jammu, and Prof. Jabir
Ali, Dean Academics, IIM
Jammu who facilitated dis-
cussions that identified cru-
cial global challenges and
emphasized collaborative
research solutions.

The event commenced
with a warm welcome and
introduction of the dele-
gates by Dr. Nitin
Upadhyay, Chairperson, IT,
IIM Jammu.

The global challenges
identified during the work-
shop spanned a spectrum of
issues, including
Sustainability of Resources,
Inequality, Unemployment,
Lack of Responsible

Leadership, Circular
Economy, Poverty, Food
Security and Food Supply
Chain, Affordance,
Accessibility, Migration and
Mobility, Making Education
Accessible and Affordable,
Negative Externalities, and
Mental Health.

Prof. Amrik Sohal,
Monash University,
Australia, reiterated the
imperative of fortifying col-
laborations between
Monash University and IIM
Jammu across various
domains, including
research programs, semi-
nars, and teaching initia-

tives. 
During his address, he

emphasized the shared
responsibility of academic
institutions in contributing
to societal well-being
through impactful research
and collaborative educa-
tional initiatives.

Professor Julie Davies,
University College London,
UK, delivered an address
underscoring the critical
need for closer collabora-
tion in alignment with the
India-UK 2030 roadmap. 

Prof. Chris Hicks,
Newcastle University, UK,
emphasized the transfor-

mative power of collabora-
tion across diverse industry
domains, illustrating the
continuous efforts made in
the public interest. 

Prof. B.S. Sahay,
Director, IIM Jammu
underscored the limitless
scope of research and
emphasized the value of col-
laborative endeavours.
Encouraging active partici-
pation, he urged attendees
to glean insights from fac-
ulty members and forge
meaningful connections to
enrich their educational
voyage. 

He highlighted the unpar-
alleled advantages of on-
campus learning, surpass-
ing the limitations of
remote settings. He rallied
participants to collectively
explore avenues for advanc-
ing this partnership in the
best interests of the aca-
demic community.

Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean
Academics, IIM Jammu
expressed the anticipation
of fruitful connections with
peers, emphasizing the
potential for enhancing the
learning journey. 

IIM Jammu spearheads Global Dialogue on Academic Research

Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu honouring 
the dignitary. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Ajatshatru Singh, Trustee of
J&K Dharmarth Trust and former
Minister and Dr. Ritu Singh have
extended gratitude to the people of
Jammu for their participation at the
revered Shree Raghunath Ji Temple on
the historic consecration day of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Expressing her gratitude, Dr. Ritu
Singh extended thanks to Dr. Karan
Singh, Chairman Trustee of J&K
Dharmarth Trust, Trustees
Vikramaditya Singh, Ajatshatru
Singh, Ranvijay Singh, and Martand
Singh for entrusting her with the
opportunity to adorn the iconic Shree
Raghunath Ji Temple in Jammu on
the auspicious occasion of the historic
consecration ceremony of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.

Ajatshatru Singh and Dr. Ritu Singh
shared immense joy at orchestrating
and managing the event, ensuring that
the historic occasion was commemorat-

ed with the utmost reverence and
inclusivity. They have successfully
revived age-old traditions that tran-
scend boundaries of caste, color, and
creed, engaging people from all walks
of life to celebrate such momentous
occasions, promoting harmony and
inclusivity. Ajatshatru Singh and Dr.
Ritu Singh expressed gratitude to all
the artists for enthralling the audience
with soulful Ram Bhajans and a

Kathak Dance performance by the stu-
dents of Nrityanjali Classical Dance
Academy, headed by Dr. Priya Dutta, a
prominent Kathak Dancer of J&K.
They also lauded the anchors, namely
Dr. Mitali Gupta, Suganda Mahajan,
and Amar Chauhan, for engaging the
devotees and making the grand cele-
brations memorable for all.

Pertinent to mention here that Dr.
Ritu Singh extended an invitation to
children from Muskaan Home and
underprivileged children from Qasim
Nagar, adopted by her, to partake in
the festivities.

The entire temple complex was illu-
minated with 11,000 Diyas, crafted by
the NGO 'Umeed' from Block Balwal
and Purmandal. 

Ajatshatru Singh and Dr. Ritu Singh
expressed thanks to Shastri Shukla
and other priests who were especially
called from Chitrakoot for the Akhand
Paath of Shri Ram Charitmanas.

They also congratulated the entire

team of J&K Dharmarth Trust, led by
its President Brig RS Langeh (Rtd)
and Secretary, Ashok Sharma (SSP
Rtd), for making these events a great
success.

They extended thanks to the entire
team of Guru Ki Sangat, Hari Niwas,
and Maharaja Hari Singh Social and
Educational Foundation for their dedi-
cated contributions and collaborative
spirit. 

They also expressed gratitude to the
District Administration, especially the
Divisional Commissioner, ADGP Law
& Order, and JMC Commissioner, for
making necessary arrangements in
and outside the temple complex to
facilitate the smooth conduct of the
event.

They also expressed gratitude to all
tourists visiting the temple, social and
political organizations, Business com-
munities, Sansthas, women groups
and media persons for making this
event memorable.

Ram Temple Consecration Day: Ajatshatru, Dr Ritu extend gratitude to
Jammuites  for participation at Shree Raghunath Ji Temple
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JAMMU: Dr Varinder
Sharma, Co-convenor of the
Professional Cell at BJP J&K,
extended congratulations to
AIIMS-Jammu Director,
Professor Dr Shakti Gupta, for
nearing completion of the pres-
tigious medical college and hos-
pital in Vijaypur, set to be inau-
gurated this February. 

Dr Sharma commended Dr
Gupta's exemplary efforts in
establishing this vital health-
care institution, ensuring the
recruitment of top-notch facul-
ty and doctors, and providing

invaluable guidance throughout
the project's execution, tailored
for the benefit of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Expressing the significance of
the new AIIMS in Jammu, Dr
Varinder Sharma noted that
this fulfills a long-standing
demand, making healthcare
facilities more accessible to the
general public. He appealed to
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha to enhance emergency
conditions at the Government
Medical College and Hospital in
Bakshi Nagar which are not up
to the mark and emphasised

that a hospital's emergencies
are its face and should meet
high standards of care. He said
beginning from parking to
patient care everything needs

streamlining on war footings.
He urged the Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha to
improve the conditions of emer-
gencies of Government Medical
College and Hospital at Bakshi
Nagar besides at other hospi-
tals so that patients are not
neglected or left to fend for
themselves. He added that the
emergency of a hospital is its
face and they all must be made
up to the mark. Dr Sharma
also applauded Dr Shakti
Gupta for hosting an interna-
tional delegation in Jammu,
featuring Professor Y K Gupta,
President of AIIMS-Jammu.

The recent UK Government
Chevening Award workshop on
"Healthcare Leadership,
Operational Excellence, and
Digitalization" in Jammu is
highlighted as a transformative
initiative, providing medical
professionals with insights into
the latest technologies and
breakthroughs in medical sci-

ences. In addition, the work-
shop introduces a mentorship
program for young healthcare
professionals in India, offering
co-developed learning materials
and resources on medical lead-
ership. An exclusive online
series of webinars, the
'Chevening-Shakti Mentorship
Programme,' focusing on
women in medicine, will con-
nect 50 Indian women physi-
cians and nurses with interna-
tional experts over the next
year. Dr Varinder Sharma con-
cluded by sharing the progress
of AIIMS-Jammu, with 42
completed buildings encom-
passing hospital facilities,
OPD, emergencies, staff quar-
ters, hostels, and green areas.

He anticipated that once open
to the public, AIIMS-Jammu
will serve the healthcare needs
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, and parts
of Punjab, opening up new
avenues for all. 
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JAMMU:  Additional
Sessions Judge Rajouri
Mehmood Choudhary on
Wednesday awarded life-
imprisonment to       Romesh
Kumar, son of Tara Chand,
facing trial in murder over
land dispute.

The Court acquitted his
brother Ram Lal,  his wife
Kunti Devi and close relative
Tara Chand and his wife
Pushpa Devi from the
charges.

Brief facts of the case
reveal that on July 19, 2016,
at 12:45 AM an information
was received in the police sta-
tion through reliable sources
that one Jia Lal, son of
Balak Ram and Tara Chand
were having enmity with
respect to land and on last
night at 11:30 PM. Jia Lal
along with his family mem-
bers were ploughing their
own land. 

In the meantime, Tara
Chand along with other
accused, with the intention of
committing murder, entered
into the said land and
attacked upon Jia Lal and his
family members with lathis,
dandas and stones, resulting
in grievous injuries to them. 

Deceased Jia Lal suc-
cumbed to the injuries and
died on spot while other
injured were taken to

Sunderbani Hospital and
body of the deceased was
lying on the spot. Prima-facie
offence u/s 302/34 RPC were
committed. Accordingly, FIR
No. 46/2016 was registered
in the Police Station
Sunderbani and investiga-
tion of the case commenced.

Additional Sessions Judge
Rajouri Mehmood
Choudhary, after hearing
both the sides, observed that
during hearing on the quan-
tum of sentence  the court
was informed that the
accused is a first time offend-
er. 

"He is a teacher by profes-
sion, having children and
wife, who is also a govern-
ment teacher. So, the wife
and children have sufficient
means to live a dignified life.
It was argued that awarding
of death penalty will cost the
whole family hugely and will
get wreck completely. His
survival will be just a hope to
see him alive in jail and an
expectation of him to be
released at any stage of time.
On the other hand, I do not
find any such gravest aggra-
vating circumstance which is
so uncommon in our society
about the said crime commit-
ted. As per the case history,
the people of the locality at
the earliest stage of the
investigation were quite

shocking of the murder of the
deceased, under the impres-
sion that the brother of the
deceased and his close rela-
tive had killed the deceased
as their hostility with the dis-
pute of land was known to all
neighbourers. And then on
hearing the news of murder
of the deceased there was
wide condemnation of the
relatives. However, when
investigation proceeded fur-
ther and accused persons got
unveiled as the killer, the
euphoria came down as it
was not something so excep-
tional having happened in
the area. Does not look to be
so uncommon to entail death
penalty for the accused.
However, brother of the
deceased Ram Lal, his wife
Kunti Devi and his close rel-
ative Tara Chand and his
wife Pushpa Devi have been
acquitted and only the con-
vict found involved in the
murder of the deceased.
Therefore, taking a joint and
holistic view of the circum-
stances, I am of the consid-
ered view that in the facts
and circumstances of this
case as revealed in the pre-
ceding paras, the life impris-
onment is the appropriate
punishment to be awarded to
the convict for commission of
murder of the deceased with
fine of Rs. 50,000.

Court awards life-imprisonment
in murder over land dispute

"AIIMS-Jammu a milestone in healthcare"

Emergency services at GMC Jammu need upgradation: Dr Varinder


