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Self-realization demands very great struggle.

The harder the struggle, the more glorious the triumph.

-Swami Sivananda

RAM MANDIR BOOST TOURISM

he construction of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
I I Ihas indeed been a significant and historic event

in India. The completion of the Ram Mandir con- i
struction marks the end of decades of religious clashes :
between Hindus and Muslims. The hope is that it will i
contribute to fostering religious harmony in the coun- i
¢ Viksit Bharat will become possible.
{ Prime Minister Narendra Modi
struction of the temple is viewed as a step towards cel- i
ebrating and preserving this heritage. The Ram Mandir :
is considered one of the main shrines for Hindus, and i
its completion is expected to boost tourism in the :
Ayodhya region. Increased tourism can have positive :
economic effects by generating revenue and creating :
i time demands that our consciousness

try. Ayodhya and the Ram Mandir are seen as symbols
of India's historical and cultural heritage. The con-

job opportunities in the hospitality and related sectors. :
The rise in tourism is expected to stimulate economic
growth in the Ayodhya region and the development of :
the economy:.

= OMKAR DATTATRAY
he Ram temple and the consecra-
I I l‘cion of Ram Lalla will now pave
the way for developed India as

has
given a clarion call of from Dev to Desh
and From Ram to Rashtra and it is will
be a big leap forward for the inclusive
development of the country. Modi said
our consciousness should imbibe Dev to
Desh and from Ram to Rashtra. Present

should be broad and the service and,duty
should led to Dev from Desh and Ram to

i Rashtra. We should tie the motive and

i attitude of service of the country from

MedTech Mitra: a facilitation highway for
development, validation, authorization and
uptake of made-in-India MedTech products :

= VINOD K PAUL

ly launched an initiative, namely, :
MedTech Mitra, on handholding
innovatorsfor clinical evaluation, regula- :
tory facilitation and uptake of new i
medtech products. :
The journey of a new medtech product :
(e.g. medical device or diagnostic) starts
as an idea of an inventor who demon- :
strates its proof concept (PoC) in a lab. :
The inventor then needs a partner to manufacture protypes for :
further testing. The product may require animal studies. i
Ultimately, human studies are required to be carried out fol- i
lowing strict regulatory and ethical guidelines, and employing
robust research methods. An approved and licenced product i
then awaits opportunity for large-scale production, and market i
entry.
Innovators and startups may be very good in their technical i
work, but find it hard to navigate the complex journey from i
ideation to product ready for usein clinical setting; and often i
do not get timely and comprehensive guidance and facilitation. :
The difficulties faced by them are related to their lack of i
understanding of and opportunities for regulatory require- i
ments, testing and validation, industry grade production, ani- i
mal studies, clinical evaluation/trials, technology assessment i
imperatives, among others. As a result, a large number of i

The central government has recent-

potentially effective medtech products remain stuck at differ- :
ent stages of development pipeline, and do not see the light of i
the day. Frustration follows, and many innovators may give up. i
This unaceeptable situation suppresses the innovative and i
entrepreneurial spirit and talent of young people; and under- :
mines nation's innovative, economic and healthcare interests.
To address the above problems faced by scientists, innovators
and startups, the union government has now created a facilita- :
tion and handholding highway to help innovators in their jour-
ney of medtech product development and uptake. On i
25thDecember 2023, the Good Governance Day, the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) launched the MedTech i
Mitra initiative in partnership with NITI Aayog and i
theCentral Drug Standards and Control Organization
(CDSCO) of the ministry of health and family welfare.
A portal has been operationalized on ICMR websitecoordi-
nated by the Medical Device and Diagnostics Mission i
Seeretariat at ICMR (https://medtechmitra.icmr.org.in/). An
applicant innovator / startup fills in online details of the prod- :
uct and stage of its development, and requests guidance. An i
ICMR-CDSCO team examines the case and identifies area(s) i
of help required, conduct individualised interactions and hand- :
hold individual applicant for specific facilitatory steps.
Pre-clinical and clinical studies are a big challenge - you need
collaborating teams and funds. MedTech Mitra team will con-
nect the innovators with researchers of the ICMR's pre-clinical
and clinical trials network and other research institutions. }
Funding would be offered to institutions that conduct pre-clin-
ical and/ or clinical studies on novel medical technologies,
selected by a scientific review process. :
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), department of pharmaceuti-
cals, the INTENT network of research institutions and :
Kalaam Institute of Health Technology, and the two programs
at the Department of Health Research (namely, Health i
Technology Assessment in India and Centre for Guidelines)
are the core partners of this highway for development, valida-
tion, authorization and uptake of made-in-India medtech prod- i
ucts.
In a short time sinee its launch, over 80 innovators have con- :
nected with MedTech Mitra indicating the largeunmet need for
such a handholding system. The potential scope of this system i
in future is immense.
MedTech industry is a sunrise sector currently valued at 11 i
billion USD, and poised to reach 50 billion USD by 2030. i
India's innovation ecosystem is shining brighter and brighter. :
The country has over 1 lakh startups (compared to 500 just a
few years ago), with a significant proportion of them focused :
on medical technologies.
India has a huge demand for medical devices, including diag- :
nosties, but we import 80% of them. The indigenous medtech
products are quite often of low-end technology. This must :
change - not only to cater to nation's present and future needs, :
but also to meet the global demand. It is India's destiny to be i
a super hub of medical technologies. For this, our innovation i
and R&D system has to excel. And, our industry has to trans- :
form itself intoa supplier of high-end and innovative medtech i
products worldwide.
The government has recently taken several steps to promote
medtech sector. Medical devices parks are being developed. :
National Medical Device Policy has been launched. ANational i
Policy on Research and Development and Innovation in }
Pharma-MedTech sector was released. A scheme for :
Promotion of Research and Innovation in Pharma MedTech i
Sector (PRIP) scheme has also been recently initiated for pro- i
viding a paradigm shift in the pharma- medtech industry- :
from the conventional approach of incremental innovation to
disruptive innovation.
MedTech Mitra initiative should be seen as a continuum of i
the above efforts to galvanise innovation and R&D milieu for :
the medtech sector embodying Prime Minister's call of 'Jai !
Vigyan, Jai Anushadhan' and malke-in-India. Medtech prod- i
ucts would emerge as a major part of our industrial portfolio :
in the run-up to Viksit Bharat.
MedTech Mitra is not a portal, but a whole system of expert :
help, facilitation, technical support and regulatory guidance. :
Government invites scientists, innovators, startups and estab-
lished companies to access the MedTech Mitra window. We are
committed to continuously learn and improve this friend-of- i
innovators enabler. :
MedTech Mitra has the potential to be a game-changer for :
India's medtech innovation ecosystem and the make-in-India :
mission. The platform will also strengthen India's efforts to :
achieve universal health coverage through affordable, indige- :
nous, high quality medical devices and diagnostics.
(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog). :
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i Dev to Desh and should follow the prin-
i ciple of Ram to Rashtra. Lord Ram is
i our national and cultural icon and hero
i and the service and honor to Ram will

definitely led to the work of national

i reconstruction. Modi emphasized the
i significance of the temple as a symbol of

national consciousness and unity .He
called for the temple project to be
extended to the projeet of nation build-
ing and highlighted the importance of
Ram as a civilizational icon that unites

! India.

The Ram temple at Ayodhya is a sym-
bol of not only faith but also nation
building, saying this, Prime Minister
Modi gave construction of the Ram tem-
ple a broader and wider as well as inclu-
sive meaning, an event beyond sectarian
agenda and launch pad to rebuild the
nation.

Modi's speech after the consecration of
the Ram Lalla idol at Ayodhya's Ram

i temple was a call for nation building, a

nation which is "Samarath, Saksham,
Divya, Bhavya (capable, empowered,
divine, and grand)."

He said the cycle of time has moved

and a new epoch is starting. God to
nation and Ram to the expansion of
national consciousness. PM Modi deliv-
ered a powerful speech in Ayodhya,
blending raw emotion, political messag-
ing and references to mass prospect. It
was one of the most important speeches
of his publie life, and he did full justice
to it. Widely acknowledged as a powerful
orator, Modi adroitly blended raw emo-
tion, rhetorical flourishes, subtle politi-
cal messaging, the occasional touch of
humor and many references to the
importance of mass prosperity and tech-
nology.

In his 36-minute address, Modi mas-
terfully conflated devotion for Lord Ram
with an appeal to build a stronger India.
He said extend your consciousness from
Dev Se Desh, Ram Se Rashtra (from
deity to country, from Ram to nation).
He repeatedly exhorted the thousands
gathered at Ram Janambooni temple in
Ayodhya and the millions watching the
event on myriad screens -from mobiles
to multiplexes -worldwide. The PM  jwho
broke his 11 -day fast by drinking water
from the hands of a seer after the 'Pran
Pratishtha 'ceremony, began his address
by chanting Siyavar Ramchandra Ki as
the erowd joined him in saying 'Jai'. "Aaj
Hamaare Ram Aa Gaye (today ,our Ram
has arrived). e will no longer stay in a
tent. He will now reside in a grand tem-
ple," said Modi in a voice choked with
emotion as the erowd erupted in cheers.

Hailing the significance of the
moment, Modi said ,"January 22,2024 is
not just a date on the calendar. It marks
the beginning of a new cycle of time.
Today, we have been rewarded for cen-
turies of patience. Rising above the men-
tality of slavery and taking courage from
every challenge of the past ,the nation is
creating the genesis of a new history.

Even a thousand years from this date,
people will discuss this date, this
moment. It is a great blessing of Lord
Ram that we are witnessing it happen
.This time is not ordinary.

These are indelible memory lines
inscribed on the wheel of time with eter-
nal ink ."Ram is not fire but energy.
Ram is not conflict but resolution. Modi
projected the Ram temple as a symbol of
national, consciousness. '"Dev Se Desh
Aur Ram Se Rashtriya Chetana Ka
Vistar(God to nation and Ram to the
expansion of national consciousness)."

He said effectively pitching what is
seen by critics as a communal and divid-
ing issue as a factor that unites India as
well as inspires nation -building and fos-
ters unity. Modi said, "Ram Sabke Hain
(Ram belongs to everyone), while also
pointing out that the constitution of
India also draws inspiration from Ram.

Modi gave a clarion call to extend the
Ram temple project to the project of
nation building", From this moment ,we
take a pledge to build an India that is
not just self-reliant but resonates with
grandeur and divinity".

According to him ,this is the moment to
lay the foundation for 1000 years of
national development. Modi underlined
the political importance of Ram Mandir
,saying that India has been able to
untangle a complex historical knot which
many nations have found difficult to do
or ended up making the situation worse
while trying .Positioning Ram as India's
civilizational icon that belongs to every-
one ,he pointed out how critiecs had said
that there will be a firestorm if the tem-
ple is constructed in Ayodhya .He asked
his crities to rethink their stance ."Such
people could not understand the purity
of India's social spirit .The construction
of this temple of Ram Lalla is a symbol

§Modi’s Call from Dev to Desh and Ram to Rashtra

of peace ,patience ,mutual harmony and
coordination of the Indian society .We
are seeing that this construction is not
giving birth to any fire ,but to energy
,"he said .This is the temple of national
consciousness in the form of Ram .Lord
Ram is India's faith ,foundation ,idea
Jaw, consciousness ,thinking ,prestige
and glory .Modi said ,"T feel with a pure
heart that the eycle of time is changing
It is happy coincidence that our genera-
tion has been chosen as the architect of
this critical path ."We have to lay foun-
dation of India for next one thousand
years .We have to expand our conscious-
ness from Dev to Desh ,Ram to Rashtra.
The grand temple will be witness to rise
of a magnificent India .This is India's
time and we are moving forward. The
PM said emphasizing that joys and fes-
tive mood of the entire nation was on
constant rise since the Boomi Pujan of
Ram Janamboomi temple and the
progress of the developmental works
enthused new energy into citizens."
Today we have received the heritage of
centuries of patience ,today we have got
Shri Ram's temple.From sea to the
Saryu river ,the same festive spirit of
Rama's name is prevalent everywhere
,"he continued "Lord Ram is connected
to every particle of the soul of India
.Ram resides in the hearts of Indian's.
He further added that the feeling of
oneness can be found within everyone's
conscience anywhere in India and there
could not be a more perfect formula for
collectiveness .In short from God we
have the nation and from Lord Ram
there is revival of Rashtraiyta and
Rashtra follows from it and we should be
inspired by the life and teachings of
Lord Ram.
(The author is a columnist,
social and KP activist).

Historical Perspectives of Climate Change: The Global Status
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he history of climate change
Teneompasses scientific discovery,
public awareness, and policy
responses over many years: a. Early

i Secientific Discoveries 19th Century:

Scientists like Joseph Fourier, John
Tyndall, and Svante Arrhenius laid the
foundational wunderstanding of the
greenhouse effect and how gases like
carbon dioxide (CO2) can trap heat in
the Earth's atmosphere, potentially
influencing the planet's climate. b. Mid-
20th  Century Developments1950s:

i Charles Keeling began precise measure-

ments of atmospheric CO2 at the Mauna
Loa Observatory in Hawaii, leading to
the Keeling Curve, which showed a clear
upward trend in COZ2 concentrations
over time.

c. 1960s-1970s: Scientists increasingly
linked human activities, especially the

i burning of fossil fuels, to potential

changes in the Earth's climate. The term
"olobal warming" began to be used to
describe this phenomenon.

d. Rising Public Awareness and Policy
Response 1980s: Climate change started
to gain significant public and political

i attention.
The establishment of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) in 1988 marked a major
step in coordinating international scien-

i tifie research and synthesizing knowl-

edge on climate change.
e. 1990s: The first assessment report

by the IPCC in 1990 laid the ground-

work for international negotiations on
climate change, leading to the United
Nations Framework Convention on

i Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the

Kyoto Protocol in 1997, which set legal-
ly binding emission reduction targets for
participating countries.

21st Century and Beyond f. 2000s-
Increasingly severe weather
and environmental changes,
along with advancements in climate sci-
ence, heightened the sense of urgency
around global climate action.

The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015,
marked a significant international com-
mitment to limit global warming to well
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels,
aiming for 1.5°C.

g. 2020s: Climate change remains a
critical global challenge, with efforts
focusing on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, transitioning to renewable
energy sources, and adapting to the
impacts of climate change.

Climate change and ecosystem

Climate change significantly impacts
ecosystems around the world, altering
habitats, species distributions, and
ecosystem functions.

These changes can disrupt the delicate
balance of ecological interactions and
lead to profound consequences for biodi-
versity and the services ecosystems pro-
vide to humanity:

a. Temperature Changes Shifts in
Species Ranges: Many species are mov-
ing toward higher latitudes or elevations
in search of cooler environments. This
can lead to mismatches in ecological
interactions, such as pollination and
predation, and can disrupt existing com-
munities.

Phenological Changes: The timing of
natural events, such as flowering,
migration, and breeding, is shifting.
This can cause mismatches between
species that rely on these cues for sur-
vival and reproduction, impacting food
webs and ecosystem services.

b. Precipitation Pattern Altered
Hydrological Cycles: Changes in rainfall
patterns can lead to droughts in some
areas and increased flooding in others,
affecting freshwater availability and
ecosystem health.Wetland and Aquatie
Ecosystems: Altered precipitation pat-
terns can impact the health of wetlands,
rivers, and lakes, which are eritical habi-
tats for many species and provide essen-
tial ecosystem services like water filtra-
tion and flood protection.

c. Oceanic Changes Ocean
Acidification: The absorption of CO2 by
the ocean is causing the water to become
more acidic, affecting marine organisms,
particularly those with calcium carbonate
shells or skeletons, like corals and some
plankton species, which are foundational
to marine food webs.

Rising Sea Levels: As glaciers and ice
caps melt, sea levels rise, leading to
coastal erosion, loss of habitat for species
such as birds and marine life, and
increased salinity in estuaries and fresh-

water habitats, affecting the species that
rely on these environments.

Ocean Warming: Increased ocean tem-
peratures can lead to coral bleaching, dis-
rupt marine food webs, and affect fish
distributions, impacting fisheries and the
communities that rely on them. d.
Extreme Weather Events Increased
Frequency and Intensity: More frequent
and severe storms, wildfires, heatwaves,
and other extreme events can directly
destroy habitats, decimate populations,
and disrupt migration patterns.

e. Bcosystem Services Food Security:
Changes in climate affect agriculture and
fisheries, potentially leading to reduced
yields and food insecurity.

Water Regulation: Altered precipitation
patterns and melting glaciers affect the
availability of fresh water for drinking,
agriculture, and energy production.

f. Biodiversity Loss Extinction Risks:
Many species may face an increased risk
of extinction if they cannot adapt quickly
enough to changing conditions or if suit-
able habitats become too fragmented or
scarce.

Invasive Speecies: Climate change can
favour invasive species that are more
adaptable to changing conditions, further
threatening native species and biodiversi-
ty.In conclusion, climate change poses
significant challenges to ecosystems and
biodiversity. In this situation, these
impacts requires global efforts to miti-
gate climate change by reducing green-
house gas emissions and adapting man-
agement strategies to protect and restore
vulnerable ecosystems.

Climate change and civilization

Climate change has profound implica-
tions for human civilization, affecting
nearly every aspect of life, from health
and safety to economies and infrastruc-
ture. Its impacts are diverse and far-
reaching, with both direct and indirect
consequences for societies around the
globe:

a. Health Increased Heatwaves: Rising
temperatures and more frequent heat-
waves can lead to heat-related illnesses
and deaths, particularly affecting vulner-
able populations like the elderly and
those with pre-existing health conditions.

Spread of Diseases: Warmer tempera-
tures and changing precipitation patterns

can expand the range and season of dis-
ease vectors like mosquitoes, leading to
the wider spread of diseases such as
malaria, dengue fever, and Zika virus.

Air Quality: Climate change can worsen
air quality by increasing ground-level
ozone and particulate matter from wild-
fires and urban pollution, exacerbating
respiratory and cardiovascular diseases.

b. Food and Water Security
Agriculture: Changes in temperature and
precipitation patterns, along with
increased frequency of extreme weather
events, can disrupt agricultural produc-
tion, leading to food shortages and
increased prices. This can impact food
security and exacerbate malnutrition in
vulnerable regions.Water Resources:
Altered rainfall patterns and melting gla-
ciers affect the availability and quality of
freshwater resources, impacting drinking
water supply, sanitation, and irrigation
for agriculture.

¢. Economy Economic Costs: The dam-
ages from extreme weather events, such
as hurricanes, floods, and wildfires, can
have significant economic costs in terms
of rebuilding infrastructure, loss of prop-
erty, and disruptions to business opera-
tions.

Climate change can also affect
economies by reducing productivity, espe-
cially in climate-sensitive sectors like
agriculture, fisheries, and tourism.
Labour Productivity: Extreme heat can
reduce labour productivity, particularly
in outdoor and manual labour sectors
such as construction, agriculture, and
manufacturing.

d. Migration and Conflict
Displacement: Rising sea levels, extreme
weather events, and deteriorating envi-
ronmental conditions can lead to dis-
placement and migration, as people are
forced to leave their homes in search of

safer or more livable conditions. e.
Infrastructure and Urban  Areas
Infrastructure Vulnerability:

Infrastructure, including transportation,
energy, and water systems, is increasing-
ly at risk from extreme weather events,
sea-level rise, and changing climate con-
ditions, necessitating significant invest-
ments in adaptation and resilience meas-
ures.

(The author is a youth motivator).

YOUR COLUMN
Barring entry of senior Hindi poet

into Akhil Bharteey Hindi Kavi
Sammelan organised by JKAACL

Dear Editor,

Through your esteemed daily, I would like to high-
light an incident in which a senior Hindi poet was
barred from entering JKAACL. The incident of bar-
ring entry of senior Hindi poet Sheikh Mohammad
Kalyan into Akhil Bharteey Hindi Kavi Sammelan
organised by JKAACL is unfortunate and is criticised.

It is pertinent to mention that at present there is a
dearth of academy officials with requisite qualification
and deep knowledge of Hindi literature and language
to take care of literary activities. Also, it is a matter of
disregard of official language Hindi. The prevailing
sycophancy in academy is another matter of concern.
The sycophants are being propagated regularly or with
regular intervals. All these reasons have contributed to
falling standards of Hindi programmes.

Through your column I demand a probe into the inci-
dent and stressed a probe into the expenditure and
activities of the academy. An officer with a basic
knowledge of art and literature be posted as the
Secretary of Jammu Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture

and Languages.
Prof. Ashok Kumar
Senior Hindi poet and critic.

~ APOLOGY

"Right actions in the future are best apologies for bad
actions in the past", says Tryon Edwards, an American
theologian, minister of the Second Congregational
Church in New London, Connecticut from 1845 to
1857. It is literally true. Oxford Dictionary defines
apology as "a regretful acknowledgment of an offence or
failure or a formal expression of regret". It also includes
"Justification or defence". The word 'apology' is common-
ly used for expression of regret. Apology is tendered by
saying 'sorry' also. The disturbed state of mind can be
soothed and the anger can be defused when a wrong done
intentionally or unintentionally is undone. Apology ten-
dered voluntarily has more soothing effect than the apol-
ogy tendered under duress. Apology tendered voluntar-
ily serves as a bridge for good relationship and friend-
ship.  But when apology is tendered under duress, it
would be an apology tendered to overcome the difficult
situation for the time being with a grudge to settle per-
sonal score when the opportunity comes. P.G.
Wodehouse, an English Writer and one of the most wide-
ly read humorists of the 20th century says "It is a good
rule in life never to apologize. The right sort of people do

not want apologies, and the wrong sort take a mean
advantage of them". There can be no occasion for any-
one who has not apologized in his life either voluntarily
or under compulsion. Mistakes happen. Apology is not
needed when a mistake done does not affect the other. If
the mistake affects the other, the matter ends with apol-
ogy tendered to the affected person or with a punishment
to the offender. If both of them do not happen, bitterness
takes the seat between the two parties. Courts acecept the
apologies tendered to court and to the other party result-
ing in the closure of the case. Many cases have been
closed in the courts when apologized for the mistakes
done by one against the other. Benjamin Disraeli,
British Statesman and two times Prime Minister of UK]
says "Never apologize for showing feeling. When you do
s0, you apologize for truth". Apologizing for truth is like
apologizing to God. Everybody is subordinate to truth.
Apology comes when truth is hidden and when the hidden
truth comes out. "The truth is not always beautiful nor
beautiful words the truth", says Liao Tzu, an ancient
Chinese philosopher and writer. It is said half-truth is
whole lie. An apology without change is manipulation or
an attempt to hoodwink the person to whom the apology
is tendered. "Changed behaviour is only apology", says
Maranda Pleasant, Founder/Editor of 4 National
Magazines. The bottom line is that apology in deeds
carries more weight than apology in words.

K.V. Seetharamaiah




