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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: In a boost to com-
munity infrastructure, MLA
Jammu East Yudhvir Sethi
today dedicated, ground,
first and second floors, of the
Community Hall at Devi
Dwara in Ward No. 11. 

The project, executed at a
cost of nearly Rs 70 lakh,
marks the fulfillment of a
long-pending demand of the
Devi Dwara Mandir
Committee and the local res-
idents.

Speaking on the occasion,
Yudhvir Sethi said that the
construction of ground, first
and second floors of the
Community Hall was a long-
standing demand of the tem-
ple committee and the people
of the area, which has now
been successfully fulfilled. 

He stated that such com-
munity assets play an impor-

tant role in strengthening
social bonding and providing
a proper space for religious,
cultural, and social activi-
ties. 

"This Community Hall will
serve the people for decades
and will become a centre of
unity and collective activities
for the residents of Ward No.
11," he said.

Yudhvir Sethi also
expressed his gratitude to
JMC Commissioner Dr.
Devansh Yadav for his coop-
eration and support in
ensuring the timely execu-
tion of the project. He said
that efficient coordination
between elected representa-
tives and the municipal
administration is essential
for delivering quality infra-
structure to the public.

The MLA further assured
the people that his commit-

ment to Jammu East
remains focused on develop-
ment, transparency, and ful-
filling the genuine needs of
the citizens. He added that
efforts will continue to
upgrade civic amenities,
community facilities, and
public infrastructure across
the constituency.

Chairman of Devi Dwara
Mandir Committee Vijay
Saraf, President Ramesh
Suri, and Cashier Krishan
Lal Suri thanked Yudhvir
Sethi for taking personal
interest in the project and
turning a long-pending
demand into reality. They
said that the Community
Hall will greatly benefit
devotees and residents alike.

Among those present on
the occasion were AEE JMC
Sahil Arora and several BJP
leaders, including Mandal
President Adarsh Jathiar,
Kanta Gupta (Amma Ji),
Sanjay Mahey, Anita
Sharma, Ayodhya Manawa,
Kartar Nath Gupta,
Kuldeep Raj Sharma,
Rajinder Sharma, Praveen
Kerni, Shashi Kapoor,
Sudhir Anand, Savita
Anand, Anuradha Sharma,
Indu Bala Gupta, Trilochan
Dutt Dutta, Ajesh Gupta,
Kamal Kishore Jain,
Sanjeev Sharma, Sanjay
Kohli, Amit Kumar Gupta,
Rajesh Sharma, Shiv Kumar
Sharma, Raman Kumar
Gupta, Sanjeev Gupta, and
many other prominent citi-
zens and party workers.

Yudhvir Sethi dedicates three floors of Community
Hall worth Rs 70 lakh at Devi Dwara

MLA Jammu East Yudhvir Sethi dedicating three floors of
Community Hall at Devi Dwara in Ward No. 11.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Puneet Singh
Jamwal, President of the
Shopkeepers Association,
Akhnoor Road, Jammu,
has extended warm New
Year greetings to the peo-
ple on the eve of New Year
2026, wishing peace, pros-
perity and well-being for
all.

In his message, Jamwal
expressed deep condolences
to the families of those who
lost their lives in tragic
incidents during 2025,
including Pahalgam, the
Vaishno Devi Shrine
tragedy and Operation

Sindoor. He said the sacri-
fices and losses would
always be remembered and
prayed for eternal peace to
the departed souls.

Extending his good wish-

es, Jamwal said the New
Year brings renewed hopes
and fresh opportunities in
life. He called upon citi-
zens to work collectively
for building a happier and
healthier society and to
take Jammu and Kashmir
to new heights of develop-
ment and prosperity.
Emphasising the role of
youth, he urged them to
shun drugs and channelize
their energy towards
nation building.

He concluded by express-
ing hope that the New Year
would bring joy, harmony
and prosperity to everyone.

President Shopkeepers Association
urges youth to shun drugs

JMC revives 
traditional pond
in ward No. 55 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: To contain declin-
ing groundwater levels and
the gradual disappearance
of traditional water bodies,
the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) has
launched a focused drive
for the rejuvenation and
restoration of old ponds
across the city.

Under the initiative, the
project titled
"Rejuvenation of Water
Body (Pond) near Chenab
College, Ward No. 55" has
been successfully executed
by the Corporation.

The pond has been reju-
venated using bioremedia-
tion techniques, resulting
in a marked improvement
in water quality. A major
achievement of the project
is the curbing of encroach-
ments.

Through restoration and
proper demarcation of the
pond area, illegal dumping
and unauthorized occupa-
tion of public land have
been effectively stopped,
thereby safeguarding the
natural drainage system
and preserving the integri-
ty of the water body.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the initiative,
Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation Dr.
Devansh Yadav stated that
the rejuvenation of urban
water bodies is a key prior-
ity of JMC's environmental
sustainability campaign.

He emphasized that such
projects not only help in
groundwater recharge and
water conservation but also
restore the ecological and
social value of neglected
public assets. He further
added that JMC is commit-
ted to scaling up similar
interventions across the
city to strengthen climate
resilience and ensure long-
term water security for
future generations.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:   The District Valuation Committee, Jammu, has
officially notified the rates of immovable property in Jammu
District for the Calendar Year 2026. 

The notified rates will be effective from January 1, 2026, to
December 31, 2026. Dr. Rakesh Minhas, Chairman of the
District Valuation Committee, emphasized the adherence to
these rates for all property-related transactions in the district.

"In exercise of the powers vested in me in terms of sub-rule
(2) of Rule-4 of SRO-303 dated October 4, 2011 and SRO-
379 dated December 22, 2011 of J&K Preparation and
Revision of Market Value Guidelines Rules, 2011 read with
SRO-221 of 2018 dated May 18, 2018 and SO-616 of 2022
dated November 21, 2022 issued by the Finance Department
J&K Government, Jammu and also on the basis of the
approval conveyed by the Divisional Valuation Board under
Rule-3 of SRO-379 dated December 22, 2011 vide endorse-
ment No. CSSJ/2025-26/865-66 dated December 30, 2025
the rates of the immovable property of Jammu District for the
Calendar Year-2026 are notified notification," read notifica-
tion issued by Dr. Rakesh Minhas, Chairman District
Valuation Committee).

"It is further notified that in rural areas, the rates of the un-
irrigated land shall be applicable to the un-cultivable land and
in urban area, where the nature of piece of land is not already
classified as 'Residential' or 'Commercial', the rates of
Residential or Commercial would be applicable to it depending
upon the land use of the said land as defined in the Master
Plan of the area," it stated and added, "The rates shall remain
in force from January 1 to December 31, 2026."

Jammu District Property
Rates for 2026 notified

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  The Department
of School Education bid a
warm farewell to two of its
dedicated staff members
from Hr. Sec. School
Paloura, who retired after
rendering decades of distin-
guished service.

Kunti Devi, Laboratory

Assistant concluded her illus-
trious career after serving the
department for 27 years. Her
commitment to academic
excellence and support to sci-
ence education has left a last-
ing impact on the institution.

Rama Rani, Teacher,
retired after 25 years of
devoted service. She has been
admired for her teaching
skills, guidance to students
and contribution to the holis-
tic development of the school
community.

On this occasion, colleagues
and students expressed
heartfelt gratitude for their
invaluable contributions. The
school administration
acknowledged their dedica-
tion, sincerity and profession-
alism, wishing them good
health and happiness in the
years ahead.
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Education Dept bids
farewell to retiring officials


