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STATE TIMES NEWS
REASI: In a major step
towards strengthening rural
road infrastructure in Reasi
district, Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha)
Jammu-Reasi Jugal Kishore
Sharma, along with MLA
SMVD Assembly
Constituency Baldev Raj
Sharma, DDC Chairman
Reasi Saraf Singh Nag, and
DDC Nirmala Devi, today
laid the foundation stone for
the construction of the Kanjli
to Chhappanu Road under
the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).
The project, covering a
stretch of 4.5 kilometres, is
estimated to cost around ?9
crore and is expected to sig-
nificantly improve connectiv-
ity in the area.

Addressing the gathering,
Jugal Kishore Sharma said
that the road had been a
long-pending demand of the
local people and its com-
mencement marks the fulfill-

ment of a major developmen-
tal promise. He said that
under the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the BJP-led
Government at the Centre is
giving priority to rural con-
nectivity and infrastructure
development. "This road will
bring better access to vil-
lages, improve daily life, and
support economic growth. I
thank MLA Baldev Raj
Sharma, DDC Chairman
Saraf Singh Nag, and the
people of the area for their

continuous support in mak-
ing this project a reality," he
said.

The MP further urged local
residents to treat the project
as their own and monitor its
execution to ensure quality
and timely completion. He
said that strong public par-
ticipation is essential for the
success of development
works.

On the occasion, the lead-
ers also inaugurated another
key road project, the Symbal
Choa to Kanjli Chhappanu

Road, also being built under
PMGSY. This road, span-
ning 10.50 kilometres with a
project cost of around
?13.85 crore, will provide
improved access to nearby
villages, local markets, and
the Dera Baba Shrine, an
important religious site.

Both projects form part of
the broader effort to improve
rural connectivity and
ensure that even remote
areas of Jammu and
Kashmir benefit from mod-
ern infrastructure.

Those present included
Executive Engineer PMGSY
Kewal Saini, AEE Rakesh
Gupta, BJP General
Secretary Advocate Pawan
Dev Singh, Ramesh Sharma,
DVP Prabhat Singh, Kisan
Morcha leader Sudershan
Singh, Mandal President
Bhuri Singh Nag, and sever-
al former Sarpanches and
Panchs, along with a large
number of local residents
and party workers.

Jugal lays foundation stones for Major Road
Projects in Reasi to boost rural connectivity

MP Jugal Kishore Sharma laying foundation stone of
PMGSY road project in Reasi.

STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Senior BJP
leader and MLA Balwant
Singh Mankotia organized
an awareness program
regarding the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) at
his office, aimed at educat-
ing people about the impor-
tance of maintaining a
transparent and genuine
voter list.

Addressing the gathering,
Mankotia said that the deci-
sion taken by the Central
Government is absolutely
right, as there have been
instances where people from
outside the country come
and get voter ID cards made
here, which ultimately
harms genuine and patriotic
citizens. He emphasized
that it is necessary to pre-
vent such illegal voters from
being included in the elec-
toral rolls and to remove
them from the voter list.

He further stated that par-
ties opposing the voter list
revision are deliberately
misleading the public.

Targeting Congress,
National Conference, and
other parties, Mankotia said
that these parties are creat-
ing confusion among people
for their own political inter-
ests.

"Kangress and National
Conference-like parties have
always deceived the people.
They have never worked in
the interest of the public. On
the other hand, BJP has
always stood with the people
and will continue to work for
their welfare," Mankotia
said.

He appealed to the people
not to fall prey to the mis-

leading propaganda of such
parties and to exercise their
democratic rights responsi-
bly. "BJP has always been
with the people and will con-
tinue to work in their inter-
est," he added.

On the occasion, party
workers also motivated peo-
ple regarding the voter list
revision and provided them
with necessary information.
The program witnessed the
presence of Mandal
Presidents, District
Development Councillors,
former Sarpanches, Panchs,
and hundreds of party work-
ers and local residents.

Mankotia organises awareness program on SIR
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BHADERWAH: Touqeer
Ahmad Bagwan, a progressive
lavender entrepreneur from
Bhaderwah in Jammu and
Kashmir's Doda district, was
today conferred with the
Innovative Farmer Award by
ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana dur-
ing its Foundation Day pro-
gramme held at the Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
campus, Ludhiana.Touqeer
was nominated for the presti-
gious award by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Doda,
SKUAST-Jammu, in recogni-
tion of his pioneering role in
promoting lavender cultivation
and processing in the
Bhaderwah region.

The award was presented by
Dr Rajeshwari Singh Chandel,
Vice-Chancellor, Dr Y.S.
Parmar University of
Horticulture & Forestry
(YSPUH&F), Solan, who was
the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. The programme was also
attended by Dr Amrish Vaid,
Director Extension, SKUAST-
Jammu; Dr Parvender
Sheoron, Director, ICAR-
ATARI Ludhiana; Dr
Gurbachan Singh, Former

Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi;
and Dr Nachiket Kotwaliwale,
Director, CIPHET.

Pertinently, Touqeer Ahmad
Bagwan has emerged as an
inspiring force behind the pro-
motion of lavender cultivation
in Bhaderwah, which has
gained national attention under
the "Purple Revolution."
Through sustained efforts in
farmer mobilisation, awareness
generation, and value addition,
he has helped transform laven-

der into a viable livelihood
option for local farmers.

Dr A.S. Charak, Head, KVK
Doda, lauded Touqeer's contri-
bution, terming him a role
model for innovative and pro-
gressive farming in the district.
Dr Narinder Paul, Scientist,
KVK Doda, informed that
KVK documented Touqeer's
success story and nominated
him for the award. He said that
Touqeer's relentless work in
motivating the farming com-
munity, in convergence with
CSIR's Aroma Mission, has
finally paid rich dividends in the
form of this national recogni-
tion.

The award has been widely
welcomed as a proud moment
for Bhaderwah and a signifi-
cant boost to the ongoing
efforts of agricultural diversifi-
cation and farmer-led innova-
tion in the region.

Innovative Farmer Award conferred on Bhaderwah’s
Lavender Entrepreneur Touqeer Ahmad

Free medical camp held at Baba Lal Ji
Mandir; Over 150 patients benefited 
STATE TIMES NEWS

SAMBA: A free medical camp was organised on Sunday at
Baba Lal Ji Mandir near the District Hospital, Samba. The
camp witnessed an enthusiastic response from residents,
with over 150 patients benefiting from the initiative.

A key highlight of the camp was an awareness session on
the harmful effects of indiscriminate use of analgesics
(painkillers). Dr. Bias Dev, Associate Professor at GMC
Jammu, delivered an informative lecture cautioning people
against self-medication. He explained that excessive and
unprescribed consumption of painkillers can lead to serious
health complications, including kidney damage, and advised
the public to consult qualified doctors before using such
medicines regularly.

Following the awareness programme, patients were indi-
vidually examined by medical professionals and provided
with need-based medicines free of cost. People from differ-
ent sections of society availed themselves of the medical
services, making the camp a significant step towards
improving community health.

On the occasion, Surjit Singh also arranged blankets,
which were distributed among poor and needy families
through the organising committee. The committee included
Pritam Daghoria, Suman Jamwal, Reetesh Jamwal,
Kanish Sharma, Vinod Kumar, Nardeep Jamwal, Sahil
Hanspal, Ankush Mehta, Manik Tak, Surjit Singh and
Sham Sunder.

The organisers expressed gratitude to Baba Lal Ji Mandir
Bhajan Mandali for providing the venue and facilities, and
thanked Dr. Bias Dev, along with Suresh Dabgotra and
Kirti Sharma, for sponsoring the medicines. The camp was
widely appreciated by local residents for its meaningful con-
tribution to public health and community welfare.


