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The mind is the root from which all things grow if you

can understand the mind, everything else is included. 

-Bodhidharma

I
n the rapidly evolving global economy, traditional classroom
learning alone is no longer sufficient to prepare students for
the challenges of the modern workforce. The growing empha-

sis on knowledge-based education needs to be complemented by
skill-centric education, which focuses on practical competencies,
vocational expertise, and industry-relevant skills. Such an
approach not only enhances employability but also fosters entre-
preneurship, self-reliance, and holistic development among the
youth.

Skill-centric education emphasizes learning by doing, enabling
students to acquire hands-on experience in their chosen fields.
From technical trades and digital literacy to healthcare, agricul-
ture, and creative industries, skill-based programs provide learn-
ers with practical expertise that aligns with market demands. By
integrating theoretical knowledge with real-world applications,
students gain confidence, adaptability, and problem-solving capa-
bilities-qualities essential for success in a competitive environment.

One of the most significant advantages of skill-centric education
is its role in bridging the gap between education and employment.
According to industry reports, a significant proportion of gradu-
ates in India remain unemployed due to the mismatch between
academic qualifications and the skills sought by employers. Skill-
based training programs, apprenticeship opportunities, and voca-
tional courses help address this mismatch, ensuring that students
are workforce-ready upon completing their education.

Moreover, skill-centric education fosters entrepreneurship and
self-employment, which are critical for economic growth and social
development. When students acquire practical skills, they are bet-
ter equipped to start small businesses, innovate in traditional sec-
tors, and generate employment for others. In rural and semi-
urban areas, skill training in sectors such as agriculture, carpen-
try, textiles, or digital services can empower youth to contribute
meaningfully to the local economy. This not only enhances liveli-
hoods but also promotes inclusive growth, reducing regional dis-
parities.

Government initiatives such as Skill India Mission and Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) underscore the impor-
tance of skill-centric education in the national agenda. These pro-
grams aim to train millions of youth in market-relevant skills,
enhance their employability, and enable them to participate active-
ly in the formal economy. Additionally, partnerships between edu-
cational institutions, industries, and vocational training centers
can ensure that curriculum design remains relevant and dynamic,
keeping pace with technological advancements and emerging job
sectors.

Schools and higher education institutions also have a crucial role
to play in promoting a skill-oriented mindset. Incorporating voca-
tional subjects, digital literacy, coding, financial education, and
soft skills into the mainstream curriculum ensures that students
are prepared for diverse career paths. Encouraging internships,
project-based learning, and industry exposure further strengthens
practical competencies.

PROF (DR.) JAIPAL SINGH

S
wami Vivekananda remains one
of India's most inspiring spiri-
tual leaders, thinkers and youth

icons. Born on 12 January 1863 in
Calcutta (now Kolkata), he lived a
short yet extraordinarily impactful
life - leaving this world at the young
age of 39 on 4 July 1902. Though his
lifespan was brief, his ideas, teach-
ings, and vision were vast, powerful,

and timeless.
Swami Vivekananda's unwavering faith (atootvishvas) in the

transformative power of young people is the reason his birth
anniversary has been celebrated as National Youth Day in
India since 1985. He firmly believed that youth are not mere-
ly the future of a nation but its present strength. With great
conviction, he proclaimed: "My faith is in the younger genera-
tion; out of them will come my workers." Today, this belief res-
onates more strongly than ever as young people emerge as key
drivers of change, cooperation, and innovation across borders.

The modern world is deeply interconnected. With over five
billion people connected to the internet and more than 60 per-
cent of the global population under the age of 30 - youth is
most digitally connected generation in the present dayhistory.
India alone has over 600 million young people, giving it
immense potential to lead global progress. Technology has
erased geographical boundaries, enabling youth to collaborate
through online education platforms, international forums, vir-
tual conferences, global research initiatives, and digital inno-
vation hubs. This digital interconnectedness represents the
true spirit of multilateral cooperation, where nations and com-
munities work together to address shared global challenges.

Swami Vivekananda's philosophy of universal brotherhood
finds powerful expression in today's youth-led initiatives. He
envisioned the world as one family and declared, "The whole
world is one family." This ideal is reflected in international stu-
dent exchange programs, global youth summits, cross-border
start-ups and collaborative social movements. Young people
are actively contributing to global development goals in areas
such as climate action, clean energy, digital education, health-
care innovation, poverty reduction and women empowerment.
These efforts prove that meaningful impact is not determined
by age, but by vision, commitment and cooperation.

Vivekananda's spiritual journey began as Narendranath
Datta, a brilliant and inquisitive student deeply interested in
philosophy, history, and religion. Despite his strong academic
background, he was driven by a profound question: "Is there a
God, and has anyone truly seen Him?" His search for truth led
him to Sri Ramakrishna Paramahansa, whose guidance awak-
ened him to self-realization and inner strength. Under his
guru's influence, Vivekananda discovered the essence of
Vedanta (true Knowledge) and the harmony of all religions.

He later taught the world, "Truth can be stated in a thousand
different ways, yet each one can be true."

After his guru's passing, Vivekananda embraced monastic
life (sannyasa) and travelled across India as a wandering
monk (sanyasis) . During these journeys, he witnessed wide-
spread poverty, ignorance, and social inequality. These experi-
ences transformed his spirituality into a mission of service,
education and national awakening. He believed deeply that
"They alone live who live for others; the rest are more dead
than alive." For him, spiritual growth was incomplete without
social responsibility.

His historic address at the World's Parliament of
Religions in Chicago in 1893 marked a turning point not
only in his life but also in India's global identity. Beginning
his speech with the immortal words, "Sisters and Brothers
of America," he instantly won the hearts of listeners. His
message of religious harmony, tolerance and unity received
a standing ovation, establishing him as a spiritual ambas-
sador of India. He boldly declared, "We believe not only in
universal toleration, but we accept all religions as true."
From that moment onward, Vivekananda emerged as a
global guru, inspiring followers across continents and cul-
tures.

The values he promoted-fearlessness, character-building,

self-confidence, and service to humanity-are deeply rele-
vant today. He reminded the youth, "Strength is life; weak-
ness is death." As global challenges such as climate change,
pandemics, economic inequality, and conflict threaten
peace, youth are stepping forward as problem-solvers and
peace-builders. They are using artificial intelligence,
renewable energy, digital tools, and innovation ecosystems
not merely for personal success but for the collective good.

Vivekananda's call, "Arise, awake, and stop not till the
goal is reached," continues to ignite young minds - firm
determination and strong resilience (to bounce back in
tough times). His message, "The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the service of others," is reflected in
youth-led humanitarian efforts during natural disasters,
health crises, and global emergencies. These acts of service
demonstrate that true progress is rooted in compassion,
empathy, and shared responsibility.

In a world often divided by ideology, culture, and conflict,
today's youth are emerging as ambassadors of peace and
cooperation. By embracing diversity, fostering internation-
al friendships, and strengthening global partnerships, they
are shaping a future based on unity rather than division.
Swami Vivekananda wanted strong minds, pure hearts, and
fearless souls. He emphasized that character is the founda-
tion of greatness and reminded everyone, "You are the cre-
ator of your own destiny."

The Government of India's decision to declare 12 January
as National Youth Day reflects the enduring relevance of
his vision. The day serves as a reminder of the responsibil-
ities of young citizens-to think rationally, act ethically and
serve selflessly. Schools, colleges, and youth organizations
across the country commemorate this day through debates,
lectures, cultural programs and community service, rein-
forcing his ideals in everyday life.

In conclusion, the legacy of Swami Vivekananda is not
confined to history books or speeches; it lives on through
the actions of today's youth. As technology connects
nations and partnerships strengthen global cooperation,
young people possess the power to shape a more just, inclu-
sive, and peaceful world. By following Vivekananda's path-
combining wisdom with action, spirituality with service,
and ambition with compassion-the youth can truly become
the architects of a brighter future for humanity.

At the end, I would like to affirm that all power lies with-
in you. You can do anything and everything for the uplift-
ment of humanity-within your nation and across the world.

This becomes truly possible when you balance the
strength of the brain with the compassion of the heart -
allowing the heart to guide your actions and helping you to
grow not only as a successful individual but as a truly good
human being in life too.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  PPrriinncciippaall,,  GGDDCC  ffoorr  
WWoommeenn--KKaatthhuuaa))

Youth: Arise, Awake and Stop Not-Transform the World

SHYAM SUDAN

N
ow a days we frequently con-
fronted with a new word of Vedic
Dilect  I.e Amritkaal. At many

platforms and occasions Prime Minister
has used this word to discuss the vision-
ary design of our changing nation .No
doubt our is the only nation in this world
which is popularly known as largest
democracy of world. Our nation has a
very glorious and splendid history of
knowledge, cultural heritage   , incredi-
ble contributions at world platform.
Once there was a time when our nation
were enjoying the status of world leader
I.e Vishav Guru .

Now a days we have crossed the 78th
year of our post independence period
.And the period from 75  to 100 years
after independence is designated as
Amritkaal by our current government.

Now the question is that ,can we
retrieve our past glory in this Amritkaal

period.? Or can we get the status upto
such an extent where other nations of
the world recognize our view points and
place .

In this changing scenario when the
world's superpower are showing their
hegemony attitude to settle their per-
sonal witty interest, role of India is very
positive and stable. America is showing
his muscle power at every platform of
the world ignoring the interests and
position of other developing nations by
imposing tariff on them .Those who are
helpless and weak in strength are facing
the direct threat of this superpower oth-
ers who are in position to resist his
eccentric attitude are facing the tariff
threat continuously. In this changing
wave of power the role of India is very
decisive and mature at present.

In last few years we have seen a dras-
tic change in the performance and pres-
ence of our nation at international level

.Before a decade ago we couldn't find a
place at various international platforms
to express our view points and ideas with
firm determination. For every minor
and major issue before taking any deci-
sive step ,we were in dilemma that what
others would react for this .Even for our
internal disputes and issues we thought
that others would play a better role than
us to solve this .

Now in this changing scenario ( after
COVID pandemic) our position at world
platform has got a major mega shift
.With the successful completion of G20
summit, successful handling of Covid
pandemic, different surgical strikes, and
other operations of emergency nature
world is looking towards us with a dif-
ferent angle .

At recent times we have seen that
entire world is suffering from the havoc
of war like situation. Recently due to
Russia Ukraine conflict, Israel Hamas

conundrum, Syria disputes and Other
minor conflicts of other nations the
entire world order is gradually changing
with the great pace .The hegemony of
America is getting challenge at many
platforms of the world .In Asia the aspi-
rational and dubious design of China,
Russian autocracy and recent regime
shifting in our neighbourhood is putting
a great challenge for a stable world.

In this situation the balance handling
of Indian diplomacy by our current gov-
ernment at many platforms is proving
the futuristic importance of our nation.
Now the entire world is looking for a
new mediator of the world. And of
course our nation has the potential and
ample scope of visionary leadership to
get this status .now the entire world is
listening to the viewpoint of India with
the proper importance.

Our Indian Diaspora is continuously
working in this direction by giving their

contributions in every field almost in
every nation of the world. Such things
create an atmosphere of confidence and
recognition for the inhabitants. The
various visionary schemes of our gov-
ernment like make in India, start ups
,cleanliness drive ,distribution of
COVID vaccine at world level and accel-
eration to FDI is continuously adding
scores in our favour. Due to our ambi-
tious space mission programs, digital
india revolution we are getting a new
place in the eyes of others.

Due to our gigantic population size we
become a big market for every nation of
the world. Nobody wants to take the
risk of anger of this big market .our
youths has prove their mettle in making
the image of our nation. Now we are
focussing on the design of developed
nation (Viksit Bharat 2047) .Our eco-
nomic status got  a mega shift in last
few years and it is expected that in com-

ing 2 or three years we will become the
third largest economy of the world.
Such things also change the mindset of
people towards our visionary design and
expansion. There is a great hidden tal-
ent in the brains of our youths. Only
need is to give a boost and platform to
these talented generations. And of
course current government is giving
ample opportunity to these youths of
our country through its various vision-
ary schemes and educational design.
The nation first indigenous education
policy has been launched recently by
government of our nation. This new
education design will definitely give a
boost to our young generation.
Hopefully in coming years we will get a
new and dignify place at world plat-
form. We can say that the future of our
nation will be very bright and high
.India is definitely an emerging world
power in coming years. 

India’s new role at world platform

DR. SHAHID AMIN 

I
n an era defined by rapid technolog-
ical advancement, shifting econom-
ic paradigms, and escalating social

and environmental challenges, innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and sustainabil-
ity have emerged as central pillars of
global development discourse.
Traditional approaches to business and
management, while valuable in earlier
phases of industrial growth, are
increasingly inadequate for addressing
the complexity, uncertainty, and inter-
dependence that characterize today's
world. Globalisation, digital transfor-
mation, climate change, demographic
transitions, and evolving consumer
expectations are reshaping how organi-
sations operate, how markets evolve,
and how societies define progress.
These transformations demand not
merely incremental adjustments but a
fundamental rethinking of innovation-
its purpose, processes, and impact.

At the core of this rethinking is the
recognition that innovation is not sim-
ply a technological activity or a fashion-
able buzzword. Rather, it is a systemic
force that drives productivity, competi-
tiveness, resilience, and improvements
in quality of life. When innovation is
combined with entrepreneurial capabili-
ties and responsible management prac-
tices, it enables individuals and institu-
tions to convert ideas into viable ven-
tures that address real-world problems.
In this sense, entrepreneurship
becomes a powerful mechanism for
translating innovation into economic
value and social benefit, making it a
critical driver of both business transfor-
mation and national development.

Across the globe, regions that have
achieved sustained economic growth
and resilience are those that have suc-
cessfully cultivated vibrant entrepre-
neurial ecosystems. These ecosystems
encourage creative risk-taking, facili-
tate knowledge exchange, and foster

collaboration among universities, indus-
try, government, and civil society.
Innovation in such contexts extends
beyond breakthrough inventions to
include the reinvention of processes,
business models, and organisational
systems. Entrepreneurial ventures
often play a catalytic role by identifying
unmet needs, creating new markets,
and disrupting inefficient legacy indus-
tries. In doing so, they stimulate compe-
tition, improve efficiency, and expand
consumer choice.

However, innovation does not thrive in
isolation. It requires supportive ecosys-
tems that provide access to finance,
skilled human capital, infrastructure,
mentorship, and regulatory environ-
ments that encourage experimentation.
Meaningful economic development is
therefore inseparable from the health of
a nation's entrepreneurial ecosystem.
While developed economies typically
benefit from mature innovation systems
and strong institutional support, low-
and middle-income countries often face
structural constraints that hinder
entrepreneurial growth. These include
limited access to capital, inadequate
infrastructure, skills gaps, fragmented
markets, and weak linkages between
research institutions and industry.

Understanding how innovation and
entrepreneurship can be adapted to
such contexts is essential for inclusive
and sustainable growth. Rather than
replicating models from advanced
economies, policymakers and practi-
tioners must design ecosystem strate-
gies that reflect local realities, resource
constraints, and development priorities.

Rethinking Innovation for Developing
and Emerging Economies-

In resource-constrained environ-
ments, innovation does not always need
to be radical or technology-intensive to
be impactful. One effective approach is
the prioritisation of adoption and adap-
tation of existing technologies, prod-

ucts, and business models. Incremental
innovations-those that improve efficien-
cy, reduce costs, enhance accessibility,
or adapt solutions to local needs-can
generate significant economic and
social benefits. Such innovations are
often more affordable, scalable, and
responsive to immediate challenges
such as employment generation, service
delivery, and productivity enhancement.

Impact-driven innovation is particu-
larly relevant in sectors that employ
large segments of the population. In
many developing economies, agriculture
and small and medium-sized enterpris-
es (SMEs) form the backbone of eco-
nomic activity. Directing innovation
efforts toward strengthening agricul-
tural value chains, modernising tradi-
tional industries, and supporting SME
growth can unlock substantial produc-
tivity gains. This requires targeted
interventions that improve access to
markets, enhance logistics and supply
chains, promote digital adoption, and
encourage collaboration among farm-
ers, entrepreneurs, researchers, and
technology providers.

Equally important is the shift toward
demand-oriented innovation. Rather
than relying solely on technology push,
this approach begins with identifying
unmet needs in the market. Innovations
that respond to clearly articulated
demands are more likely to be adopted,
scaled, and sustained. Demand-driven
innovation requires active engagement
with end users, robust market research,
and policy frameworks that encourage
private-sector participation. By listen-
ing to the voices of consumers-whether
rural communities or urban enterpris-
es-innovators can design solutions that
are both relevant and impactful.

Innovation policy must also account
for spatial diversity. One-size-fits-all
interventions often fail to address
regional disparities and local strengths.
Strategic regional focus-sometimes

described as a "concentrated dispersal"
approach-allows policymakers to catal-
yse entrepreneurial activity in selected
regions while encouraging balanced
development. By investing in innova-
tion hubs, incubation centres, and skill
development in intermediary cities and
rural regions, governments can inte-
grate these areas into broader econom-
ic systems and reduce excessive concen-
tration in metropolitan centres.

Effective government coordination is
critical to the success of such strategies.
Governments play a pivotal role in set-
ting development priorities, aligning
stakeholders, and providing the regula-
tory, financial, and institutional frame-
works needed for innovation ecosystems
to function. Innovation must be viewed
not only as a driver of growth but also
as an instrument of sustainable devel-
opment-one that contributes to poverty
reduction, employment generation,
social inclusion, and environmental pro-
tection.

India's Policy Landscape: Progress
and Persistent Gaps-

In the Indian context, several policy
initiatives demonstrate a growing
recognition of the importance of innova-
tion and entrepreneurship in national
development. The National Policy for
Innovation and Startups reflects a
strategic commitment to fostering
entrepreneurial culture, supporting
startup creation, and strengthening
linkages between education, industry,
and research. This policy signals a shift
toward positioning innovation as a core
development priority rather than a
peripheral activity.

Complementing this national vision,
the Ministry of Education's Innovation
Cell (MIC), in collaboration with the All
India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE), has launched a range of ini-
tiatives aimed at embedding innovation
and entrepreneurship within higher
education institutions. These include

the establishment of Institutional
Innovation Councils, promotion of expe-
riential and project-based learning,
startup incubation support, national
innovation challenges, and mechanisms
to encourage interdisciplinary collabo-
ration. Collectively, these initiatives
represent a significant departure from
traditional, exam-oriented education
models toward problem-solving, creativ-
ity, and industry engagement.

While these efforts are commendable
and have created important momen-
tum, their impact remains uneven.
Implementation challenges persist in
the form of limited institutional capaci-
ty, inadequate funding, lack of trained
mentors, and weak industry-academia
linkages in many regions. Moreover,
innovation ecosystems cannot be built
by policy alone. Stakeholders-including
educational institutions, industry part-
ners, investors, policymakers, and local
communities-must actively collaborate
and share responsibility. Without sus-
tained engagement and accountability,
even well-designed initiatives risk
becoming fragmented or symbolic
rather than transformative.

Sustainability and the New Ethos of
Entrepreneurship-

As innovation and entrepreneurship
evolve, sustainability has emerged as a
defining dimension of modern enter-
prise. In developing economies, environ-
mental degradation, climate vulnerabil-
ity, and social inequality present press-
ing challenges that cannot be ignored.
Sustainable entrepreneurship offers a
pathway to pursue economic growth
while safeguarding ecological balance
and social well-being. By integrating
environmental and social considera-
tions into business models, entrepre-
neurs can design solutions that are
resilient, inclusive, and future-orient-
ed.Green technologies, circular econo-
my models, renewable energy solutions,
and community-based enterprises illus-

trate how innovation can address sus-
tainability challenges while creating
economic value. This approach aligns
closely with global frameworks such as
the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals, reinforcing the
idea that innovation should deliver
shared prosperity rather than narrow
gains.

Educational institutions have a par-
ticularly important role to play in this
transformation. By aligning curricula
with industry needs, promoting inter-
disciplinary learning, and encouraging
entrepreneurial mindsets, they can
serve as incubators of future innovators
and responsible leaders. With a large
youth population and expanding digital
connectivity, countries like India pos-
sess immense potential to harness inno-
vation for inclusive development-provid-
ed that education, policy, and market
realities are continuously
aligned.Innovation, entrepreneurship,
and sustainability must be pursued not
as isolated objectives but as mutually
reinforcing forces. Together, they offer
a powerful framework for addressing
contemporary economic, social, and
environmental challenges. 

As the new year unfolds, the pursuit
of innovation in thought, action, and
impact presents an opportunity for
renewed collective progress. It calls for
bold ideas, ethical leadership, and col-
laboration across institutional and sec-
toral boundaries. By strengthening
ecosystems, deepening stakeholder
engagement, and aligning innovation
with societal goals, nations can create
pathways to development that are not
only competitive but also inclusive and
enduring-ensuring that opportunity is
expanded by human ingenuity and sus-
tained for generations to come.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt,,

PPrreessiiddeenntt  IInnssttiittuuttiioonn''ss  IInnnnoovvaattiioonn
CCoouunncciill,,  IITTMM  GGwwaalliioorr))

Innovation, Institutions and Inclusive Growth!

PROMOTING SKILL-
CENTRIC EDUCATION


