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STATE TIMES NEWS
LEH: On the auspicious occasion of the
New Year, the Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta, on Thursday
visited the historic Hemis Monastery
and the Maitri Geriatric Home at the
Mahabodhi International Meditation
Centre (MIMC), Devachan Campus,
Choglamsar. The visit reflected the
administration's commitment to
Ladakh's spiritual heritage, social wel-
fare, and inclusive development.

At Hemis Monastery, founded in 1630
by Staktsang Raspa Nawang Gyatso,
the Lieutenant Governor was warmly
received by Head Abbot (Chakzot)
Venerable Nawang Jigmet and
Secretary Dr. Ishey Namgyal. He visited
the shrine rooms and offered prayers,
seeking blessings for peace, prosperity,
and the overall development of Ladakh
and its people.

The monastery authorities briefed the
Lieutenant Governor on the activities
led by His Holiness the Gyalwang
Drukpa, including the Naropa
Fellowship, Druk Padma Karpo School,
and the Live to Rescue Animal Shelter.
They also sought his intervention for the

construction of a Sarai in Srinagar on
land owned by the Hemis Monastery to
support Ladakhi patients.

Interacting with monks and devotees,
Kavinder Gupta highlighted Ladakh's
rich spiritual legacy and its role in pro-
moting harmony, mindfulness, and uni-
versal human values. He stated that the
UT Administration is making sincere

efforts to bring the sacred Buddha
Relics to Ladakh for public darshan,
which would hold deep spiritual signifi-
cance while strengthening Ladakh's
identity as a global centre of Buddhism,
peace, and cultural tourism. He reaf-
firmed the administration's commit-
ment to preserving and conserving
ancient monasteries and safeguarding

their heritage for future generations.
Later, the Lieutenant Governor visit-

ed the Maitri Geriatric Home, which
provides care, food, and free medical
facilities to 40 elderly residents from
across Ladakh. Venerable Sanghasena,
Founder of MIMC, apprised him of the
proposal to jointly operate a 50-capaci-
ty old age home at Saboo, funded by the
Ministry of Social Justice, and request-
ed support for heating and drinking
water facilities.

Celebrating the New Year with the
inmates, Kavinder Gupta interacted
warmly with senior citizens, distributed
blankets and fruits, and appreciated
the selfless service of MIMC.
Addressing the gathering, he empha-
sized that senior citizens are the foun-
dation of society and reiterated the UT
Administration's commitment to their
welfare, dignity, and social security. He
also urged Ladakh's youth to spend
time with elders and learn from their
wisdom.

Administrative Secretary Shashanka
Ala, Director Social Welfare Kunzes
Angmo, and other officials were present
during the visit.

UT Administration to bring sacred Buddha Relics to
Ladakh for public Darshan: LG Kavinder 

LG Kavinder Gupta at historic Hemis Monastery and 
the Maitri Geriatric Home.
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JAMMU: Jammu Club ush-
ered in the New Year with
grandeur, enthusiasm, and a
spirit of togetherness through a
spectacular New Year Night
celebration held at the Club
premises. The event witnessed
overwhelming participation
from members and guests, cre-
ating a vibrant, joyous, and fes-
tive atmosphere to welcome the
beginning of the year.

The celebrations were graced
by the esteemed presence of
Monika Wali Dulloo, wife of the
Chief Secretary, Jammu &
Kashmir, Atal Dulloo, and
Ramesh Kumar, Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, who
also serves as the Vice
President of Jammu Club.
Their gracious presence as
Special Guests added dignity,
warmth, and distinction to the
occasion.

Addressing the gathering,
Ramesh Kumar, extended
heartfelt New Year greetings to
the members and their families.
He appreciated Jammu Club's
role as a premier institution fos-

tering social harmony, cultural
vibrancy, and community bond-
ing, and expressed confidence
that the Club would continue to
achieve new milestones in the
years ahead. The highlight of
the evening was the electrifying
performance by renowned
singer Rashmeet Kaur, whose
soulful and energetic renditions
mesmerized the audience.
Adding a special local flavour to
the celebrations, Jammu's tal-
ented artist Shanaya Khanna
delivered a captivating per-
formance, earning widespread
appreciation for her remarkable
talent and stage presence.

The celebrations were led by
Gaurav Gupta, Honorary
Secretary, Jammu Club, along
with the Managing Committee
members and the Club staff. In
his address, the Secretary con-
veyed warm New Year greet-
ings to all members and
expressed hope that the coming
year brings peace, happiness,
prosperity, good health, and
overall progress for everyone.

Speaking about the Club's
vision, Gaurav Gupta stated

that under the dynamic guid-
ance and supervision of the Vice
President, Jammu Club is
steadily scaling new heights. He
reaffirmed the Club's commit-
ment to organizing meaningful
cultural and social programmes
in the larger interest of its
members, emphasizing that
such celebrations go beyond
entertainment and play a vital
role in preserving cultural val-
ues while strengthening social
bonds. On the occasion, Gaurav
Gupta specially appreciated Er.
Pooja Kohli, Chairperson,
Entertainment Sub-
Committee, for her sincere ded-
ication. He also lauded Er
Vasundhara Sharma for her
creativity and outstanding
efforts in designing event cre-
atives and managing digital
promotion. The Secretary fur-
ther acknowledged Dr. Ritesh
Gupta and Vikram Dhawan for
their valuable support and
cooperation. Later in the
evening, the Secretary hon-
oured the performing artists
for their outstanding per-
formances, acknowledging

their contribution in making
the New Year Night truly
memorable.

On the occasion, the mem-
bers of the Managing
Committee present included
Er. Ashok Gandotra, Er.
Pooja Kohli,  Ashwani
Gupta, Indu Puri, Sidharth

Samnotra, Dr. Ritesh Gupta,
Kavita Gupta, Dr. Hema
Gandotra Jandial, Karan
Khosa, Er. Vasundhara
Sharma and Vikram
Dhawan. K. K. Khosa,
Former Secretary, Jammu
Club, was also present on the
occasion.

Jammu Club welcomes New Year 2026 with grand cultural evening

Glimpse of new year celebrations at Jammu Club.
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JAMMU: Senior BJP leader
and MLA Sham Lal Sharma,
accompanied by BJP National
Secretary and MLA Dr.
Narinder Singh, MLAs Surjit
Singh Salathia, Dr. Devinder
Kumar Manyal, Ch. Vikram
Randhawa, Arvind Gupta, and
BJP Media Incharge Dr.
Pardeep Mahotra, addressed a
press conference at the BJP
headquarters, Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu, today.

Addressing the media, Sham
Lal Sharma expressed grati-
tude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Union
Government for approving a
Special Central Assistance
(SCA) package of Rs 1,430
crore for the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. The
assistance has been sanctioned
to restore public infrastructure
damaged during the devastat-
ing flash floods and continuous
rains that affected the Jammu
region on August 24 and there-
after. Sharma stated that the
natural disaster caused
unprecedented destruction
across districts including
Jammu, Samba, Reasi,
Kishtwar, Ramban, Kathua,
Udhampur, and parts of

Rajouri, resulting in massive
damage to roads, bridges,
drinking water schemes, power
infrastructure, educational
institutions, healthcare facili-
ties, and other essential public
assets. He said that immediate-
ly after the disaster, the BJP
mobilised teams from senior
leadership to grassroots work-
ers to assess the damage on the
ground. Based on these assess-
ments, a detailed report was
prepared and submitted to the
Government of India.
Subsequently, the Union Home
Minister visited the affected
areas, held meetings with the
Lieutenant Governor and sen-
ior officers, and was briefed by
BJP MLAs about the extent of
losses suffered by the people.

Sham Lal further informed
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a committee of senior
Union Ministers headed by the
Union Home Minister was con-
stituted to expedite relief and
rehabilitation measures. A dele-
gation comprising four MPs
and seven BJP MLAs from
Jammu and Kashmir met the
central leadership in New
Delhi, including BJP National
President JP Nadda and the

Union Finance Minister, follow-
ing which the ?1,430 crore
assistance package was
approved. He clarified that the
sanctioned amount is separate
from the regular Union Budget
and routine disaster funds and
is a targeted capital investment
for recovery and disaster miti-
gation. Of the total amount,
?944 crore has already been
released as the first instalment
under the Special Assistance to
States for Capital Investment
(SASCI), and Rs 758 crore has
been spent on approved works
so far. Sharma said that 222
major damaged projects across
27 government departments
have been approved with time-
lines for completion between
January and August 2026, and
the entire process is being cen-
trally monitored to ensure
transparency and timely execu-
tion.  Sham Sharma cautioned
the NC-led government against
any misuse or diversion of
funds meant exclusively for dis-
aster-hit areas of the Jammu
region. He alleged that earlier
SDRF funds were distributed
indiscriminately, ignoring
severely affected districts, and
held Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah responsible for the
same.

He asserted that the BJP
would act as a vigilant watch-
dog to ensure that every rupee
of the assistance reaches the
rightful beneficiaries. All BJP
MLAs present reiterated that
the Modi Government has once
again demonstrated its com-
mitment to Jammu and
Kashmir and assured contin-
ued monitoring of relief and
rehabilitation works.

BJP thanks Modi Govt for Rs 1,430
Cr Special Central Assistance

Warns NC Govt against any misuse of disaster relief funds

MLA Sham Lal Sharma briefing media in Jammu.
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RAJOURI: Starting the
New Year on a positive
note, the Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma on
Thursday accorded
approval for the grant of
in-situ promotions to four
officials of the Revenue
Department, marking the
first administrative
approval of 2026.

The promotions have
been approved in accor-
dance with SRO-14 dated
15.01.1996, read with sub-
sequent amendments and
clarifications issued by the

Finance Department from
time to time. The officials
have been granted in-situ
promotion from Pay Level-
4 to Pay Level-5.

The officials benefitted
under the promotion order
include Naveed Ahmed,
Sosan Sharma, Vijay
Kumar and Abid Hussain,
all Junior Assistants.

Congratulating the pro-
moted officials, the
Deputy Commissioner
expressed hope that they
would continue to dis-
charge their duties with
enhanced dedication, effi-
ciency and a strong com-
mitment to public service,
thereby contributing effec-
tively to the overall func-
tioning of the district
administration.

DC Rajouri approves In-Situ promotions


