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03 Northern Army Commander reviews 
security preparedness in Kashmir
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of Houselisting Training for Census 2027 

Golden glory for JK Public School 
Kunjwani at National Level Sports Arena 1009
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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: For the second
consecutive day, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday held pre-budget
consultations with several
key departments to assess
priorities, sectoral needs and
development imperatives for
the upcoming Budget
Session of the Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, scheduled to begin
on February 2.

The Chief Minister, who
also holds the portfolio of
Finance Minister, chaired
extensive deliberations with
the departments of Social
Welfare, Health & Medical
Education, School
Education, Higher
Education, Public Works
(Roads & Buildings),
Mining, Industries &
Commerce and Labour.

The meetings were attend-
ed by Deputy Chief 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: As Republic Day is
nearing, safety protocols are
being significantly tightened
across Jammu, with security
forces on Wednesday con-
ducting house to house
searches in a locality with a
large concentration of
Rohingya Muslims, officials
said.

They said additional Army
troops were inducted in the
higher reaches of Kishtwar
district on day four of the
ongoing search operation to
flush out terrorists, who have
escaped into deep forest after
an encounter on Sunday.

Police, assisted by the
Central Reserve Police Force
personnel, are carrying out
house to house searches at
Bhat indi -Narwal -Raj iv
Nagar area in the outskirts
of Jammu city, officials said.

The locality houses a large
number of settlements of
Rohingya and Bangladeshi
Muslims. The search opera-
tion focused on their slums,

they said, adding that no one
was detained so far.

The move is part of the
stringent security arrange-
ments being made to ensure
peaceful Republic Day cele-
brations and thwart any

attempt by terrorists to
cause disruption, they added.

According to officials, the
security forces have already
strengthened the border
security grid and 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A government
teacher was suspended, and
an inquiry was ordered after
a student allegedly died by
suicide in Doda district, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

Saba Banoo (19), a student
of Government Degree
College, Doda, allegedly
jumped into Chenab river at
Pul Doda on January 16,
after being scolded by her
teachers for possessing a
mobile phone during a test,
as claimed by her family.

The body of the girl
remains unrecovered despite
efforts by police, local volun-
teers and SDRF personnel.

Following the alleged sui-

cide, the J&K government
suspended Assistant
Professor (commerce)
Manzoor Ahmad. He would
remain suspended until the
inquiry is completed.

In an order issued on
Tuesday, Commissioner
Secretary (Higher Education
Department) Ram Niwas
Sharma said the suspended
teacher shall remain
attached with the office of
Directorate of Colleges
Higher Education till further
orders.

The government has also
constituted a three-member
committee headed by
Director Colleges

Cabinet approves 
continuation of Atal Pension

Yojana till 2030-31
STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved continuation of gov-
ernment's flagship Atal
Pension Yojana (APY) up to
financial year 2030-31 along
with extension of funding sup-
port for promotional and
developmental activities and
gap funding.

APY was launched on May
9, 2015 with the objective of
providing old-age income secu-
rity to workers in the unorgan-
ised sector.

As of January 19, 2026,
over 8.66 crore subscribers
have been enrolled under APY.
The scheme will continue up
to 2030-31 with government
support for promotional and
developmental activities to
expand outreach among unor-
ganised workers including
awareness, capacity building,
said an official release after
the meeting of the Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. APY offers a
guaranteed minimum pension
of  Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 per
month starting at the age 60,
based on contributions.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu
Development Authority
(JDA) has achieved a major
institutional and financial
success by finally securing a
favourable outcome in a
long-pending legal dispute
that had remained unre-
solved for over three
decades.

As a result of the resolu-
tion of the said dispute,
Jammu & Kashmir Bank
has released the bank guar-
antees with interest
amounting Rs 18.12 crore
in favour of JDA. The
whole amount involved has
been successfully realised

and credited to the JDA's
account. This development
brings complete closure to a
matter that had remained a
contingent financial burden
on the Authority for
decades.

The successful culmina-
tion of this prolonged case
marks a significant mile-
stone for JDA, safeguard-
ing substantial public funds
and reinforcing the
Authority's commitment
towards protecting the pub-
lic interest through lawful
and persistent institutional
efforts.

Speaking on the occasion,
VC JDA Rupesh Kumar,

said: "The resolution of this
three decade old dispute is
the result of sustained
efforts, teamwork and insti-
tutional perseverance. I sin-
cerely appreciate the dedi-
cated work of the officers
and staff of JDA who pur-
sued this matter with dili-
gence over the years. I also
acknowledge the valuable
guidance and support pro-
vided by our seniors, which
played a crucial role in
achieving this outcome."

JDA reiterates its com-
mitment towards trans-
parency, accountability and
prudent financial manage-
ment.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, on Wednesday
reviewed the implementation
of the MSME Health Clinic
under the Raising and

Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP) pro-
gramme during a meeting
with senior officers of the
Industries & Commerce
Department and other stake-

holders.
The review focused on

progress achieved, outreach
to enterprises, and mecha-
nisms for early identification
and rehabilitation of stressed
MSMEs.

Besides Commissioner
Secretary, Industries &
Commerce Department the
meeting was attended by
Secretary in I&C; MD,
JKTPO; Director,
Industries, Jammu/Kashmir
and other concerned officers.

While taking assessment of
the progress made, the Chief
Secretary impressed upon
the Industries & 

VIVEK SHARMA
JAMMU: The long arc of Kashmir
terrorism has not only consumed
armed terrorists but has also drawn
educated women into separatist
ecosystems, leaving behind shattered
careers, broken families and endur-
ing security concerns.

A stark illustration is the case of
notorious Jihadi Farooq Ahmed Dar,
notorious as Bitta Karate, and his
wife Assabah Arzoomand Khan, a
former Jammu and Kashmir
Administrative Service (JKAS) offi-
cer, whose dismissal from service
marked one of the rare instances of
direct State action against a middle
rung bureaucrat for alleged links to
separatist networks.

Bitta Karate, once a feared opera-
tive of the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF), is current-
ly lodged in Tihar Jail, Delhi, in con-
nection with a terror-funding case

being probed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). Despite
persistent rumours, officials have
repeatedly clarified that he remains
alive and in judicial custody.

Born in Srinagar's Guru Bazar
area in 1973, Dar crossed over to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in 1988,
after being indoctrinated by the self
styled JKLF Commander Ashfaq
Majeed Wani. Across the LoC, he
underwent arms training before
returning to the Valley as an active
terrorist. During the peak of insur-
gency in 1990, he gained notoriety
for targeted killings of Kashmiri
Pandits, a period that culminated in
the mass exodus of over four lakh
minority community.

Karate's recorded confessional
interview, in which he boasted of
killing several civilians, earned him
the tag "Butcher of Pandits". One of
the most cited cases linked to him is

the killing of Satish Kumar Tickoo in
February 1990. While multiple cases
were registered, legal proceedings
failed to reach closure for years.

Arrested by the BSF in June 1990,
Dar spent over 16 years in various
prisons across India under the Public
Safety Act and other laws. In 2006, a
TADA court granted him bail, citing
lack of prosecutorial follow-up, trig-
gering widespread protests among
Kashmiri Pandit groups. After his
release, he joined the JKLF (R) fac-
tion and gradually rose to become its
chairman. He lived in Srinagar for
several years, participating in sepa-
ratist and terror activities, until his
re-arrest in 2019 by the NIA on
charges of terror funding, accusing
him, Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed
Salahuddin, and others of conspiring
to wage war against the Government
of India and of funding and foment-
ing unrest in the Kashmir Valley.

This was the time when political
landscape of Jammu and Kashmir
changed with the abrogation of
Article 370 and 35A. Since then, Dar
has remained in judicial custody.
Parallel to this, there have been
renewed calls to reopen old murder
cases, including the killing of Satish
Tickoo. Although hearings have
taken place, no final conviction has
yet been recorded, leaving many fam-
ilies without closure.

Parallel to Karate's trajectory ran
that of his wife, Assabah Arzoomand
Khan. A postgraduate in Mass
Communication and a former Editor
at Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, she entered the JKAS in
2011. Reportedly she met Dar after
his release from jail and married him,
despite knowledge of his terror back-
ground.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Northern
Railway's Jammu division
has extended the services of
special reserved trains oper-
ating between New Delhi and
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra due to high passenger
footfall, officials said on
Wednesday.

It has decided that the
trains will make four more
trips each, with the last serv-
ice on January 27, they said.

Train No 04081 (New
Delhi-Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra) will run the
additional trips from
January 23 to 26, while
Train No 04082 (Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra-New

Delhi) will make them from
January 24 to 27, the offi-
cials said.

Earlier, Train 04081 was
scheduled to operate from
December 27 to January 17,
and Train 04082 from
December 28 to January 18.

"The special reserved train
have maintained almost 100
per cent occupancy during
the previous runs. The train
is not only benefiting passen-
gers from Jammu and
Kashmir but also those from
other railway stations along
the route, such as Jalandhar
Cantt, Ludhiana, and
Ambala Cantt. "As a result,
the operating period 

Engineer-in-Chief to
inquire allegations against

three PWD officials
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government has
directed a time-bound
inquiry into allegations lev-
elled against three employees
of the Designs, Inspections
and Control Department,
Jammu.

"Sanction is accorded to
the appointment of Rajesh
Kumar Gupta, Engineer-in-
Chief, as the Inquiry Officer
to conduct a comprehensive
and time-bound inquiry into
the allegations leveled
against Pankaj Gupta
(Junior Assistant), Kewal
Krishan (Senior Assistant),
and Ashok Raina (Senior
Assistant) of the Designs,
Inspections & Control
Department, J&K, Jammu,
and to submit a detailed
report along with specific
recommendations within a
period of 15 days," read an
order issued by Anil Kumar
Singh, Financial
Commissioner (Additional
Chief Secretary), Public
Works (R and B)
Department. "Further,
Kuldeep Kumar, 

Prez Murmu to
attend Ram temple
event on March 19
STATE TIMES NEWS

AYODHYA (UP):  President
Droupadi Murmu will attend
a programme organised by
Shri Ram Janmboomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust at the
Ram temple complex on
March 19, officials said on
Wednesday.

According to the trust offi-
cials, the president will be
the chief guest for the event.

The Trust has invited
Murmu for the programme
to be organised on the occa-
sion of Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada Samvat 2083,
accordingly on 19 March
2026, they said. On the day
of Nav Samvatsar, the

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Police chief Nalin
Prabhat on Wednesday
directed the force to deal
firmly with anti-national ele-
ments posing a threat to pub-
lic safety, peace and tranquil-
ity.

Prabhat, the Director
General of Police (DGP), was
chairing a comprehensive
security review meeting at
the District Police Office in
south Kashmir's Shopian.

He later chaired a high-
level security review meeting
at the District Police Lines in
Pulwama as well.

At the meeting in Shopian,
the DGP took stock of the
prevailing security scenario

and operational prepared-
ness of the police ahead of
the Republic Day, a
spokesperson said.

He conducted a detailed
review of law and order man-
agement, counter-terrorism
preparedness, crime control

measures and security
arrangements for the cele-
brations on January 26.

He emphasised the need for
heightened alertness, fool-
proof security planning and
robust intelligence-based
operations to ensure peaceful

and incident-free celebra-
tions across the district, the
spokesperson said.

Addressing the officers,
Prabhat issued clear direc-
tions to deal firmly and deci-
sively with anti-national ele-
ments posing a threat to pub-
lic safety, peace and tranquil-
ity.

He reiterated zero toler-
ance towards activities inimi-
cal to national security and
stressed the importance of
sustained operations against
such elements.

The DGP also carried out
an in-depth assessment of
the overall security environ-
ment, the ongoing anti-terror
operations, law and 
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SFs diffuse IED recovered from orchard in Shopian
SRINAGAR: Security forces on Wednesday diffused an
improvised explosive device (IED) that they recovered from
an orchard in Shopian district, police said.

According to officials, the IED weighing about 6 kg was
recovered from an orchard in Awneera village of the south
Kashmir district during a search operation ahead of the
Republic Day. The IED was later destroyed in a controlled
explosion, they added.
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people first budget

Search ops intensified, more troops
inducted in Kishtwar encounter site
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extended over high passenger demand
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Rs 18.12 Cr bank guarantee released

CS seeks time bound action plan for
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Tihar for Bitta Karate,
exit for JKAS wife; justice elusive for KPs’ 

KASHMIR TERROR TRAIL: 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU:  The government on
Wednesday re-constituted the
Establishment-cum-Selection
Committee headed by Atal
Dulloo, Chief Secretary J&K
as its Chairman and M. Raju,
IAS Commissioner/Secretary,
General Administration
Department as Member
Secretary. 

"In partial modification of
Government Order No. 88-
JK(GAD) of 2025 dated
January 17, 2025, sanction is
accorded to the re constitution
of the Establishment-cum-
Selection Committee,: reda an
ordrert issued by M. Raju,
Commissioner/ Secretary,
General Administration
Department.

As per order, the members of
the committee include
Shaleen Kabra, IAS Financial
Commissioner (Additional

Chief Secretary), Jal Shakti
Departmentl Dr. Ashish
Chandra Verma, IAS
Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary),
Tourism Department;
Santosh D. Vaidya, IAS
Principal Secretary, Finance
Department;  Achal Sethi,
Secretary, Department of
Law, Justice & Parliamentary
Affairs  while the
Administrative Secretary of
the department to which the
case pertains shall be co-opted
as a Special Invitee.

"The terms of reference of
the Establishment-cum-
Selection Committee and the
procedure to be adopted by it,
while making the selection for
the posts within its purview,
shall remain the same as con-
tained  in Government Order
No. 1488-GAD of 2011 dated
December 26, 2011," it added. 

CS to head Establishment-cum
Selection Committee

CM Omar Abdullah chairing pre-budget consultation meeting with key departments in Jammu.

CS Atal Dulloo chairing meeting in Jammu on Wednesday. 

DGP Nalin Prabhat chairing security review meeting at Pulwama. 

CM to chair Cabinet Meeting today
JAMMU: Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, is scheduled to chair a Cabinet meeting on
Thursday at 10:00AM. The meeting is expected to review key administrative, develop-
mental, and policy matters concerning the Union Territory besides some discussions on
budget session starting from February 2.

"The Cabinet session will focus on ongoing infrastructure projects, welfare schemes,
and initiatives aimed at strengthening governance and service delivery across various
sectors. The deliberations are also likely to address issues related, revenue, and public
services to ensure effective implementation of government policies," the official said.

All ministers are expected to participate in the meeting. 
The Cabinet under chairmanship of Chief Minister will also guide discussions and take

decisions on proposals submitted by different departments, reflecting the government's
commitment to inclusive growth and efficient governance, an official said. CCOONNTTDD  OONN  PPAAGGEE  99
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