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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: BJP
Spokesperson and former
Deputy Mayor Advocate
Purnima Sharma on
Wednesday strongly criti-
cized the opposition for
deliberately creating a con-
frontational atmosphere
ahead of the crucial Budget
Session of Parliament, stat-
ing that such tactics are
aimed at derailing parlia-
mentary proceedings instead
of contributing constructive-
ly to nation-building.

Adv. Sharma said that
under the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Central
Government remains firmly
focused on strengthening
India's economic foundation,
ensuring welfare for the
poor, empowering farmers,
and creating employment
opportunities for youth, even

as the opposition indulges in
political disruption.

She asserted that
Parliament cannot be run on
the political agenda of any
single party. "The Modi gov-
ernment has never shied
away from discussion, but
debates must take place
strictly within parliamentary
rules, constitutional norms,
and established procedures,"
she said.

Addressing the opposition's

demand for discussion on
SIR, Advocate Sharma
described the matter as sen-
sitive and emphasized that
issues related to institutional
reforms and investigations
must be handled through
facts, due process, and con-
stitutional mechanisms, not
political theatrics. She
accused the opposition of
attempting to spread confu-
sion and project a false nar-
rative that the government
fears transparency.

"In reality, it is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government that has carried
out the most extensive insti-
tutional reforms and
strengthened transparency
and accountability across
governance," she added.

On the issue of Gram G /
VB Gram G and rural
employment, Adv. Sharma
said the opposition is deliber-

ately misrepresenting facts
to divert attention from the
core agenda of the Budget
Session. She highlighted
that the Modi government
has consistently prioritised
rural development through
focused policies on skill
development, employment
generation, and strengthen-
ing the village-based econo-
my.

She further clarified that
the Centre has clearly stated
that discussions on SIR and
Gram G will take place at the
appropriate forum, time,
and in accordance with par-
liamentary procedures.
"Parliament cannot be
turned into an extension of
street politics," she asserted.

Calling the opposition's
approach irresponsible,
Advocate Sharma said that
creating controversy before
the Budget Session, stalling

proceedings, and then blam-
ing the government reflects a
disregard for democratic
responsibility. "When the
nation's budget under Prime
Minister Modi's leadership is
meant to shape the future of
farmers, women, youth, and
the underprivileged, such
obstructionist politics is
deeply unfortunate," she
said.

Concluding her statement,
Adv. Purnima Sharma reaf-
firmed that the BJP is fully
prepared for constructive
debate but will not bow to
baseless allegations or politi-
cal stunts. "Under the deci-
sive and development-orient-
ed leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
government remains com-
mitted to constitutional val-
ues, parliamentary disci-
pline, and the national inter-
est above all else," she added.

Budget session must not be held hostage to
politics: Adv Purnima Sharma

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Director
Horticulture Jammu (DHJ),
Gul Sayed on Wednesday vis-
ited the Marh area to review
horticultural activities and
ongoing initiatives in the
region. He was accompanied
by the Assistant Director
Horticulture, Sunil Gupta
and Horticulture
Department Officer, Dr.
Nazran Khan.

Later, the Director inspect-
ed the Government Fruit
Plants Nursery, Raipur,
where he reviewed the
orchards of Dragon fruit. He
also visited the Dragon Fruit
Mother Block established
under the HADP (P-21)
scheme by beneficiary,
Sidharth Daluja.

Afterward, the Director
inspected different horticul-
ture orchards in the Marh
area and interacted with
orchardists. He appreciated

their efforts and emphasized
the importance of adopting
modern horticultural prac-
tices to enhance productivity
and income.

The visit aimed to assess

the field-level implementa-
tion of horticulture schemes
and to encourage farmers to
adopt high-value crops under
government-supported pro-
grammes.

DHJ inspects horticulture development
activities in Marh Block

DHJ Gul Sayed during visit to Marh area. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Senior journalist
and Executive Editor
Himalayan Mail Vivek Suri
was felicitated by the
President of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(CCI) Jammu, Arun Gupta,
along with members of his
team, in recognition of his
being conferred with the
State Award for
Outstanding Media Person
2026.

During the felicitation,
CCI Jammu lauded Vivek
Suri's remarkable 35-year
journey in journalism,
marked by credibility, fear-
less reporting and an unwa-
vering commitment to public
interest. Mr. Arun Gupta
described Suri as a "voice of
the people" whose contribu-
tion has strengthened
responsible journalism in
Jammu & Kashmir over

decades.
Suri began his career in the

early 1990s as a freelancer
with The Hindustan Times,
gradually carving a niche for
himself through hard-hitting
ground reports and analyti-
cal stories. He later joined
Daily Excelsior as a
Correspondent, where his
reportage on social, political
and regional issues earned
him wide recognition.

His journey in electronic
media saw a defining phase at
Take One Channel, where he
served as Principal
Correspondent and became
the face of the iconic talk
show "Seedhi Baat". The pro-
gramme went on to become
the longest-running show in
Jammu & Kashmir, airing
uninterrupted for 24 years,
setting a benchmark for issue-
based, people-centric journal-

ism.
Currently, as Executive

Editor of Himalayan Mail,
Suri continues to mentor
young journalists while steer-
ing the organisation with a
focus on ethical journalism,
regional balance and public
accountability.

Thanking the Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Jammu for the honour, Mr.
Suri said the recognition was
not just personal but belonged
to the fraternity of journalists
who continue to work under
challenging circumstances to
uphold truth and democracy.

The felicitation ceremony
was attended by senior mem-
bers of CCI Jammu, who also
congratulated Vivek Suri for
his enduring contribution to
print and electronic media
and for bringing laurels to the
journalistic community of
Jammu & Kashmir.

JCCI felicitates senior journalist Vivek Suri

Senior journalist Vivek Suri being honoured by JCCI.

STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURI: An awareness pro-
gramme on Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita-2023 (BNS-23), VB-
G RAM G Act-2025, Swachh
Bharat Mission, Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat, Mission
LiFE and other centrally spon-
sored schemes was organized
by the Central Bureau of
Communication (CBC),
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Government of
India at Govt. Boys Higher
Secondary School (GBHSS),
Rajouri. Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, Abhishek Sharma,
graced the event along with
Ghulam Abbas, Director CBC
J&K and Ladakh, and Ayushi
Puri, Deputy Director CBC
J&K and Ladakh. Several offi-
cials from education, police,
forest, wildlife and rural devel-
opment departments were also
present. Addressing the gath-
ering, the Deputy

Commissioner emphasized the
need for regular awareness
programmes, especially in far-
flung border areas, to ensure
people benefit from govern-
ment schemes. He highlighted
initiatives such as Mission
LiFE, Swachh Bharat
Mission, PM Awas Yojana and
VB-G RAM G Act-2025. He
felicitated Director Ghulam
Abbas for his outstanding con-

tribution in the field of media
and communication on the eve
of his superannuation and also
honoured Deputy Director
Ayushi Puri. 
Saplings were planted in the
school premises on the occa-
sion. Director CBC Ghulam
Abbas said that centrally spon-
sored schemes like PM Awas
Yojana, Ayushman Bharat,
Ujjwala Yojana, PM Garib

Kalyan Anna Yojana, Poshan
Abhiyan, Jan Aushadhi, Kisan
Samman Nidhi, Swachh
Bharat Mission and others
have brought transformational
change in the country. He also
administered the Swachhta
Pledge. Deputy Director
Ayushi Puri urged participants
to spread awareness about wel-
fare schemes and stressed that
social change begins with indi-
vidual responsibility towards
cleanliness, greenery and disci-
pline. 
The programme featured sem-
inars, a drawing competition,
shramdaan, plantation, open
quiz and cultural performanc-
es. A drawing competition saw
Tasvee Singh secure first posi-
tion, followed by Kartik Dev
and Amit Bhaggal. All partici-
pants and guests were felicitat-
ed by CBC Rajouri.

DC Rajouri appreciates CBC for awareness initiatives

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Cluster University
of Jammu (CLUJ), under
the aegis of School of
Humanities and Liberal
Arts, formally launched a
six-month Advanced
Certificate Course in Dogri
Translation at an inaugural
ceremony held at
Government Gandhi
Memorial (GGM) Science
College, Jammu.

The course aims to develop
professional translation
skills in Dogri-one of India's
22 scheduled languages-
while contributing to the
preservation and contempo-
rary relevance of the region's
rich linguistic and cultural
heritage.

Ram Niwas Sharma, IAS,
Commissioner Secretary,
Department of Higher
Education, J&K UT, graced
the occasion as Chief Guest
and inaugurated the pro-
gramme. In his address, he
highlighted the growing
importance of trained trans-
lators in governance, educa-
tion, literature, media, and
digital platforms. He added
that by encouraging system-

atic translation of Dogri lit-
erature and folklore, we con-
tribute to cultural continuity,
inclusivity, and respect for
linguistic diversity.

Prof. K.S. Chandrasekar,
Vice-Chancellor, Cluster
University of Jammu,
presided over the function
and, in his Presidential
Address, reiterated the uni-
versity's commitment to pro-
moting regional languages
through focused academic
initiatives. He further high-
lighted that meaningful lan-
guage education must com-
bine scholarly depth with
employable skills, a vision
reflected in the launch of the
course.

The keynote address was
delivered by Padma Shri
Prof. Lalit Mangotra, emi-
nent Dogri litterateur and
Sahitya Akademi Awardee,
who emphasized the urgent
need for skilled translators
to carry Dogri language and
literature to wider national
and global audiences while
preserving its cultural
authenticity.

The programme com-
menced with the traditional
lighting of the lamp and
Shalok recitation. Prof. (Dr.)
Twinkle Suri, Dean
Academic Affairs, welcomed
the gathering and outlined
the academic framework of
the course, which focuses on

advanced translation tech-
niques, terminology manage-
ment, literary and technical
translation, and cultural
sensitivity in Dogri rendi-
tions. She also announced
that the University plans to
take this initiative forward
by introducing a Diploma in
Advanced Dogri Translation
from the forthcoming aca-
demic session, thereby
ensuring a strong and con-
tinuous academic pathway
for students in Dogri stud-
ies.

The event was enriched by
a cultural performance of
Dogri songs by students of
the Music and Performing
Arts programme. A galaxy

of eminent Dogri scholars
litterateurs and artists were
honored, including O.P.
Sharma, Kasturi Lal Gupta,
Maj. Gen. S.K. Sharma
(Retd.), Padma M.S.
Salathia, Prof. Veena Gupta,
Prof. Sushma Sharma, and
Dr. Joginder Singh.

The proceedings were
anchored by Dr. Sugandha
and Dr. Tarsem. The pro-
gramme concluded with a
Vote of Thanks by Dr.
Kuldeep Raina, Coordinator,
Music Performing Arts, who
also coordinated the entire
event, followed by the
National Anthem.

The programme was
attended by Registrar,
Controller Examination,
Deans and Principals of the
constituent colleges of the
Cluster University of
Jammu. The launch drew
academicians, students, cul-
tural practitioners, lan-
guage enthusiasts, and
media representatives,
reflecting strong institu-
tional and community sup-
port for sustained initiatives
in Dogri language 
education.

CLUJ launches advanced certificate course in Dogri translation

Ram Niwas Sharma, Com Secy, Department of Higher Education, 
J&K UT and others during the programme.
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REASI: As per the directions
of the High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, 77th
Republic Day was celebrated in
District Court Complex, Reasi
today i.e on 26th January,
2026 with full zeal and enthu-
siasm. The even commenced
with the unfurling of the
National flag by Khalil
Choudhary, Worthy Principal
District & Sessions Judge,
Reasi who greeted the gather-
ing on this occasion and also
highlighted the importance of
this day.

The program was attended
by Geeta Kumar CJM, Reasi,
Pooja Gupta, Secretary DLSA
Reasi, Mehajbeen Akhter,
Chairperson JJB Reasi,
Ms.Shivali Sharma, Munsiff
Reasi, Aastha Sharma, Addl.
Spl. Mobile Magistrate Reasi,
Prosecuting Officers of
District Court Reasi,
PawanDev Singh, President
Bar Association Reasi along
with the members of the Bar
Association Reasi, Chief
LADC along with Deputy and
Assistant LADCs and with
their staff members, staff
members of both District

Court Reasi and District Legal
Services Authority Reasi and
Para Legal Volunteers  of
DLSA Reasi, Ex Servicemen,
teachers and students of Govt.
Girls Higher Secondary School
Reasi and Govt. Boys Higher
Secondary School Reasi who
participated in the program,
esteemed guests from different
departments of District Reasi.
A series of cultural activities
were performed by the stu-
dents, advocates and PLVs
such as dance and patriotic
songs. Thereafter, a felicitation
ceremony also got organized
wherein Principal District &
Sessions Judge Reasi along
with Chief Judicial Magistrate
Reasi and Secretary DLSA
Reasi distributed trophies and
certificates to all those who
actively cooperated and partic-

ipated in celebration of 77th
Republic Day thereby making
it a great success. At the end of
the  Program, Vote of thanks
was conveyed by Ms.Pooja
Gupta, Secretary DLSA Reasi
to Pr. District & Sessions
Judge Reasi, CJM Reasi,
Chairperson JJB  Reasi,
Munsiff Reasi, Addl. Spl.
Mobile Magistrate Reasi, Bar
President and members of the
Bar Association Reasi,
Prosecuting Officers, LADCs
team, staff members, PLVs,
teachers and students and rep-
resentatives of Police depart-
ment, Municipal Council
Reasi, J&K Bank Reasi, PNB
Reasi, Floriculture department
Reasi, PDD Reasi, PWD
Reasi, Information
Department Reasi, CRPF and
Salal Power station.

77th Republic Day celebrated at District
Court Complex Reasi

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Gaurav Gupta,
Spokesperson and Convener,
International Affairs, BJP
Jammu & Kashmir Union
Territory,  on Wednesday
hailed  Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha for his visionary
leadership in transforming
Jammu's urban landscape,
stating that the Tawi
Riverfront and the ongoing
Tawi Boat Festival are usher-
ing in a new era of develop-
ment, culture, and civic pride
for the city.

Expressing his heartfelt
gratitude to the Lieutenant
Governor and his dedicated
team, Gupta said the Tawi
Riverfront is no longer a dis-
tant dream once imagined by
the people of Jammu, but a
magnificent reality taking
shape on the banks of the
sacred Tawi River.

"The Tawi Riverfront today
symbolises hope, progress, and
renewed pride for Jammu. It
reflects a people-centric vision
where development goes hand
in hand with environmental

rejuvenation and cultural cele-
bration," Gaurav Gupta said.

Welcoming the Tawi Boat
Festival, being organised by
the Housing and Urban
Development Department,
Government of Jammu &
Kashmir, in collaboration with
Jammu Municipal
Corporation and allied agen-
cies, Gupta said the festival is
already attracting tourists,
residents, and visitors in large
numbers, adding vibrancy and
life to the riverfront.

He noted that the festival,
featuring free boat rides, cul-
tural activities, and communi-
ty participation, has turned

the Tawi Riverfront into a live-
ly public space for citizens of
all age groups while showcas-
ing Jammu's evolving urban
identity.

"The Tawi Boat Festival is a
celebration of Jammu's her-
itage and its modern transfor-
mation. It allows people to
reconnect with the river while
enjoying a safe, well-planned
recreational experience along
the beautifully developed river-
front," he added.

Gupta also hailed the
Jammu Smart City initiative,
stating that the Tawi
Riverfront is a flagship exam-
ple of smart, sustainable, and
inclusive urban development.
He said projects under
Jammu Smart City are
reshaping infrastructure, pub-
lic spaces, and mobility while
improving overall quality of
life.

The BJP spokesperson laud-
ed the efforts of Divisional
Commissioner Jammu Shri
Ramesh Kumar and
Municipal Commissioner
Jammu Dr Devansh Yadav for

their exceptional administra-
tive commitment in executing
the riverfront project and
organising citizen-friendly ini-
tiatives like the boat festival.
"Their dedication and coordi-
nation have played a crucial
role in translating this ambi-
tious vision into reality," he
said.

He further stated that under
the leadership of LG Manoj
Sinha, Jammu and Kashmir is
witnessing unprecedented
development, with projects like
the Tawi Riverfront redefining
urban planning, boosting
tourism, generating employ-
ment, and strengthening
Jammu's identity as a modern
and progressive city.

Concluding his statement,
Gaurav Gupta said the Tawi
Riverfront, along with initia-
tives under Jammu Smart
City such as the Tawi Boat
Festival, will be cherished by
generations to come as sym-
bols of transparent gover-
nance, inclusive development,
and a forward-looking
Jammu.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The PHD Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(PHDCCI), Jammu Region
Chapter, Chairman Rakesh
Wazir, today submitted a
detailed memorandum to the
Chief Minister of Jammu &
Kashmir,Omar Abdullah,in the
pre budget meeting, highlight-
ing urgent demands and con-
structive suggestions aimed at
the survival, sustenance and
revival of trade, commerce,
industry and tourism in the
Union Territory, with special
focus on the Jammu region.

The memorandum seeks
extension of the New Central
Sector Scheme (NCSS)
beyond September 2024 with a
special focus on local entrepre-
neurs, inclusion of hotel reno-
vation and up-gradation of
existing industrial units, and
restoration of substantial
expansion benefits similar to
the Industrial Package-2017.

Emphasising tourism-led
growth, PHDCCI urged the
government to encourage
investments that strengthen

tourism infrastructure such as
hotels, universities, hospitals,
medical colleges, boarding
schools and hospitality insti-
tutes, thereby promoting
health, education, adventure
and religious tourism.

The Chamber also demanded
reimbursement of GST and
industrial power tariff to the
hotel industry at par with man-
ufacturing units, stating that
hotels were assured GST
refunds at the time of its intro-
duction but are still awaiting
relief.

Highlighting the plight of the
flour milling industry, the
memorandum raised concern
over the 6% mandi fee levied

by Punjab on wheat purchased
by J&K millers, which places
them at a severe disadvantage
compared to local Punjab
millers and threatens the via-
bility of the sector.

To boost tourism, PHDCCI
proposed diversion of the
annual one crore Vaishno Devi
pilgrims to other tourist and
pilgrim destinations across
J&K to increase their stay.
Suggestions included light and
sound shows at Katra, beauti-
fication of Mansar Lake,
establishment of a tourism
museum, integrated tour
packages, improved publicity,
and promotion of Mata Ki
Parikrama Yatra and tradi-

tional pilgrimage routes.
The memorandum also

stressed planned beautifica-
tion of Katra town, stronger
publicity through print, elec-
tronic and digital media,
revival of film tourism by
removing high shooting fees at
Vaishnodevi ji, early start of
the ?10-crore dedicated water
supply scheme for Katra, and
simplification of tourism regis-
tration and renewal proce-
dures for hotels and guest
houses. Chief Minister listened
each and every point raised in
the meeting and assured that
sympathetic consideration to
each and every point would be
given.

PHDCCI Jammu submits memorandum to CM,
seeks revival package for industry & tourism

LG Manoj Sinha’s vision transforms Tawi into
Jammu’s Pride: Gaurav Gupta


