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Congress using infiltration as weapon
of its vote bank politics: Amit Shah

u STATE TIMES NEWS
DIBRUGARH: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday accused Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi of dis-
respecting the North East by
refusing to wear a 'gamosa/,
presented by  President
Droupadi Murmu at the 'At
Home' reception hosted by
her on Republic Day.

All dignitaries, including
those from abroad, had worn
the scarf as a mark of
respect, but Gandhi was the
"only person to refuse" to do
so, Shah claimed, while
addressing a public rally at
the Khanikar Parade Ground
here.

He asked Gandhi "what
enmity does he have towards
the people of NE....why such
injustice against the people
of the region".

"Rahul Gandhi can do
whatever he wants, but as
long as the BJP is in power
and polities, it will not allow
any disrespect of the North
East's culture. We are firm

on this, and nobody can
shake us from this firm
stand," the BJP leader said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has worn the Assamese
'eamosa’ at the UN and
talked about Vaishnav saints
Sankardeva and
Madhavdeva, thereby
spreading the state's culture
globally, he said.

Shah also accused the
Congress of using infiltration
as a "weapon of its vote bank
politics”.

SI among six charge-sheeted
in Rs 3 Cr cheating case

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Six  persons,
including a Police Sub-
Inspector; were chargesheet-
ed here for allegedly duping a
Hyderabad-based business-
man of Rs three crore under
the guise of selling Kashmir
Blue Sapphires, a police
spokesman said.

The charge sheet was filed
in a local court here in the
cheating and fraud case,
which was registered at
police station Bahu Fort in
Jammu city on December
15, 2024, the spokesman
said.

The accused in the case
include Sub-Inspector Mohd
Magbool Dugga, Mohd Taj

JKBOSE notifies schedule
for online submission of

RR forms of summer zone
H STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU : The Jammu and
Kashmir Board of School
Education (J&K BOSE) has
notified the schedule for
online submission of
Registration Returns for
class 9th candidates of sum-
mer zone areas of Jammu
Division.

As per a notification here
today, the online submission
of Registration Returns shall
commence from 02-02-2026
and shall econclude on 03-03-
2026 on payment of fees of
Rs. 670 during the period.
Thereafter, the Registration
Returns shall be accepted
with late fee in three succes-
sive counts up to 02-04-2026
reads the notification.

The Board has directed all
the concerned institutions to
ensure timely submission of
online forms of those on-roll
candidates who are attaining
the age of 14 plus on the first
day of May 2027.

The students and institu-
tional heads have been
advised to verify the particu-
lars from the checklist before
submission of forms to

u CONTD ON PAGE 9

"‘»

qg..a-‘-q
WEATHER

Temperature (Jammu)
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Humidity
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Sunset : 18:01 Hours
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Khan, Kulwinder Singh,
Mohd Rayaz, Showkat
Hussain and Mohd Shafi.

Earlier, the police had
recovered and returned Rs
62 lakh to the complainant,
Mir Firasath Ali Khan.

The investigation revealed
a larger criminal conspiracy
in which Taj Khan, along
with others, was allegedly
involved in selling rare
Kashmir Blue Sapphires
from the treasure of the Raja
of Jammu.

The police seized multiple
fake gemstones and other
forged articles from the pos-
session of Khan, Shafi and
Magbool during a
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"There has been no infiltra-
tion in Assam since the BJP

came to power. Those who
had come to India illegally
will be identified and sent
back," he added.

Asserting that before the
last elections, the BJP had
pledged that infiltration,
which "changed Assam's
demography and compro-
mised the nation's security”,
would be stopped, Shah said,
"We kept our promise".

The Assam government has

stopped the process of chang-
ing demography, and has
freed 1 lakh 26 thousand
acres of land from infiltra-
tors, he said. "If demograph-
ic change is not stopped,
Assam may face difficulties
in the coming days, and only
our government can stop it."

Shah alleged that the oppo-
sition party, for the sake of
vote banks, had even handed
over the sacred land of
Srimanta Sankardeva to
infiltrators,  which  the
Himanta government of
Assam has now made infil-
trator-free.

He also alleged that the
Congress did nothing for
Assam's development, and
the BJP dispensation in
Assam, under the guidance
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has taken a series of
initiatives for the progress of
all sectors.

Both BJP Chief Ministers
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
his predecessor
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Kathua Rly Stn renamed
after Martyr Captain
Sunil Kumar Choudhary

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government has
accorded sanction for renam-
ing Kathua Railway Station
in honour of Martyr Captain
Sunil Kumar Choudhary,
recognizing his supreme sac-
rifice for the nation.

As per Government Order
No0.129-JK(GAD) of 2026,
issued by the General
Administration Department,
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Two held for impersonating
JMC officials

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Two persons were
arrested for allegedly imper-
sonating officials of the
Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) and
cheating citizens here, police
said on Friday.

Mohd Shabiq and Mohd
Zaffar, both residents of
Bantalab, are accused of
posing as JMC officials and
cheating people by making
deceptive claims related to
official municipal
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Air surcharge 50 paisa for Leh

J&K to launch comprehensive cancer

control strategy with NITI Aayog, ICMR

Speaker chairs All Party, Business
_ Advisory Commlttee meetings

Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather chairing meetlng of BAC and
all-party representatives at Assembly Secretariat Jammu.

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly Speaker Abdul

Rahim Rather chaired a
joint meeting of the
Business Advisory

Committee (BAC) and all-
party representatives today
at Assembly Secretariat
Jammu. The  meeting
focused on finalizing the
agenda, ensuring coordina-
tion, and preparing for the
upcoming Budget Session,
which is scheduled to com-
mence on February 2, 2026.

The committee included

Younger generation should recognize
non- Vlolence as supreme courage: LG

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday paid tributes to the
Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi on his
Punyatithi.

"T believe that Bapu is a liv-
ing guide for today's world.
His philosophy of non-vio-
lence, truth, and self-reliance
proves as essential today as
during India's independence
struggle, providing timeless
wisdom for navigating con-
temporary crises and bridg-
ing divides that threaten
global society's collective
future," the Lieutenant
Governor said.

-1h *
LG ManOJ Sinha at an event in Jammu on Frlday

He was speaking at the
solemn event organised by
the Gandhi Global Family,
J&K. The  Lieutenant
Governor also remembered
and paid homage to the sac-
rifice and dedication of all

Five AGMUT cadre IPS officers

promo

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Ministry of
Home Affairs has promoted
five AGMUT cadre IPS offi-
cers to the rank of Director
General of Police (DGP),
including three officers who
have been granted proforma
promotion while on Central
deputation.

As per an order issued by

Shiv

the
Darshan Singh Jamwal and
David Lalrinsanga have
been promoted to the DGP
rank in Level 16 of the pay
matrix, with effect from Feb
1, 2026, or from the date

Ministry, Dr

they assume charge,
whichever is later.
The promotions were made

following the recommenda-

ed to DGP rank

tions of the Sereening
Committee meeting held on
Dec 8, 2025, and were
approved by the competent
authority.

Meanwhile, the three offi-
cers accorded proforma pro-
motion are Satish
Shriramaji Khandare,
Rajesh Kumar and Tsewang
Namgyal Kalon.

great men and women on
Martyrs' Day.

Addressing the gathering,
the Lieutenant Governor
spoke on Jammu Kashmir's
unwavering desire for peace
and the timeless relevance of

J&K Govt enhances
honorarium of

\ocational trainers
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir government has
approved an enhancement in
the honorarium of vocational
trainers engaged under
Samagra Shiksha and PM
SHRI, with retrospective
effect from April 1, 2024.

According to an official
communication issued by the
Directorate of Samagra
Shiksha, the decision was
taken following approval of
the Project Approval Board
(PAB) for 2024-25 and
authorization by the
Chairman of the HExecutive
Committee. As per the
revised rates,
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Gandhian values and ideals
that have guided us through
generations.

"The world and global soci-
ety is changing rapidly. The
humanity is facing new chal-
lenges today. Amid such tur-
bulence, Pujya Mahatma
Gandhi's serene yet formida-
ble voice offers strength and
direction to the global socie-

-

Pujya  Bapu  showed
through his life and works
that meaningful change
demands not merely

strength, but character and
dedicated  effort,”  the
Lieutenant Governor said.
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key members from various
political parties, such as Ali
Mohammad Sagar, Mubarik
Gul, Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami, Surjit Singh
Slathia, Gulam Ahmad Mir,
Mir Mohammad Fayaz and
Choudhary Mohammad
Akram. At the outset, the
Speaker welcomed the mem-
bers and said that it is oblig-
atory on the part of each and
every Member of the House
irrespective of his/her party
affiliation to ensure smooth
functioning of the House.
The Speaker stressed that
Members should represent

their constituencies in the
House sincerely by way of
raising the important public
issues and highlight the
problems being faced by
them for the sake of their
redressal by the
Government.

Rather asserted that the
Members should carry out
healthy debates and discus-
sions which is the essence of
democracy but at the same
time they should strictly keep
the discipline and should not
encourage any disorder and
disruption which tells upon
the dignity of the House. He
added that the proceedings
are watched by the people
and any irresponsible behav-
ior will send a wrong signal
to them and as such have to
behave as role models for the
whole society.

The Speaker emphasized
that the Members should not
disrupt the Question Hour
which is considered as the
most important tool
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CBI arrests revenue official in
Ganderbal for accepting bribe

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
arrested a revenue depart-
ment official in Ganderbal
district for allegedly accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 15,000, the
agency said on Friday.

The accused was identified
as Faheem Majeed, a patwari
posted at Mouza Gadoora,
Ganderbal.

According to a CBI, a case
was registered against the
accused on January 28 fol-
lowing a complaint filed by a
resident of Anchar Soura in
Srinagar.

It was alleged that the pat-
wari had demanded a bribe
of Rs 20,000 for issuing an

extraet of Jamabandi and for
rectification of  revenue
records related to 15 marlas
of land falling under old sur-
vey number 488 and new
survey number 139 in
Gadoora.

The complaint was verified
by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB), Srinagar of
the OBI, during which the
demand of bribe was estab-
lished. The allegations prima
facie disclosed an offence
under Section 7 of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, as amended, lead-
ing to the registration of an
FIR and the launch of an
investigation.
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Mayjor IIS reshuffle: 27 Group 'A’
Officers transferred

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting on Monday
ordered a major reshuffle in
the Indian Information
Service (IIS), transferring
and posting 27 Group 'A'
officers across key media
units including PIB, DD
News, All India Radio (AIR),
CBC, RNU and the Prime
Minister's Office with imme-
diate effect.

As per the official order,
Ritu Shukla has been posted
as ADG (News), DD News,
New Delhi, while Himani
Sarad, on repatriation from
the Supreme Court, has been

Consultations with public representatives of 8 Jammu districts
Peoples’ welfare at core of pre- budget consultatlons CM

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Friday
concluded the pre-budget
consultation process with
public representatives from
eight districts of the Jammu
division, reiterating the gov-
ernment's commitment to
inclusive and participatory
approach in budget formula-
tion aimed at the overall
development of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Thanking all the Members
of the Legislative Assembly
for their valuable inputs and
feedback regarding develop-
mental works in their respec-
tive constituencies, the Chief
Minister said that these con-
sultations were not a mere
formality but an essential
exercise to understand needs
of people at the grassroots

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah chairing meeting in Jammu on Friday.

level and their priorities.
"There was no doubt in
this. These consultations are
not meant to be a formality.
If it were just a formality, I
would not have called you,"
the Chief Minister said. He
added that listening to elect-
ed representatives often
brings forward ideas and per-
spectives that the govern-

*® ©:

ment may not have otherwise
considered.

"After listening to you, we
get some ideas that we had
not thought about. If you
benefit from the budget,
Jammu and Kashmir will
benefit. If Jammu and
Kashmir benefits, then your
and my work will be accom-
plished," he remarked.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that all stakeholders
shared a common objective.
"We are all on one page-that
Jammu and Kashmir and
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir should benefit. This
is the purpose of these meet-
ings," he said.

CM Omar Abdullah further
thanked the MLAs for active-

ly participating in the consul-
tation process and placing
their demands and sugges-
tions before the government.
"What you have spoken, what
you have written, and what
you have submitted has all
been noted. I thank you for
that and participating in
these meetings " he said.

He noted that the pre-
budget consultation process
was initiated last year and
has been continued this year
to strengthen participatory
governance. He explained
that the primary objective of
these meetings is to listen to
public representatives and
incorporate feasible sugges-
tions during budget prepara-
tion. "Every honourable min-
ister receives a report of
these consultations so
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appointed ADG
PIB, New Delhi. Ratnakar
Pamula, Director, CBC
Vijayawada, has been trans-
ferred as Deputy Press
Registrar, PRGI, New Delhi,
and Sayyid Rabeehashmi has
been moved from PIB
Mumbai to PIB New Delhi
as Director (M&C).

Tejaswi Menda has been
shifted from Joint Director
(News), DDK Chennai, to
Joint Director (M&C), PIB
New Delhi, while Rajith
Chandran M R moves from
PRGI New Delhi to Director
(M&C), PIB New Delhi.
Neha Jalali will econtinue as
Director  (M&C), PIB

(M&C),

Jammu, with additional
charge of CBC, RO Jammu.

Siddhartha Babanrao
Bodke will continue as
Director (News), RNU,
DDK Mumbai, with addi-
tional charge of CBFC, RO
Mumbai, while Ayushi Puri
moves from CBC Jammu to
Deputy Director (News),
RNU, DDK  Jammu.
Supriya Ghaytadak will con-
tinue as Deputy Director,
CBC Pune, with additional
charge of PRO, DPR
(Defence), Pune.

Megha Sunny has been
posted as Deputy Director
(M&C), PIB New
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Anti-terror ops intensified in Kishtwar; mobile
Internet services remain suspended

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Security forces on
Friday intensified their ongo-
ing anti-terror operation in
the snowbound Chatroo belt
to track down and neutralise
a group of three holed up
Jaish-e-Mohammad terror-
ists in Kishtwar district, offi-
cials said.

They said mobile internet
services remained temporari-
ly suspended within a radius
of six km  covering
Singhpora, Chingam and
Chatroo to avoid its misuse
by anti-national elements
during the ongoing opera-
tion.

The operation in the area
was launched on January 18,
leading to a fierce gunbattle
in Sonnar forest near
Mandral-Singhpora result-
ing in the killing of a para-
trooper and injuries to seven

soldiers.

Although the terrorists
managed to escape taking
advantage of thick vegeta-
tion and the challenging ter-
rain, the security forces con-
tinued their hunt for the ter-
rorists despite more than two
feet of snowfall.

Two more encounters took
place between the army and
the terrorists at Mali Dana
top on January 22 and
Janseer-Kandiwar on
January 25 but the terrorists
once again slipped deep into
the forest area.

The suspension of mobile
internet services in
Singhpora, Chingam and
Chatroo has been extended
till 23:59 hours on January
30, the officials said, quoting
an order issued by the J-K
Home Department.
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