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SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: The number of
persons succumbing to
deadly cancer has witnessed
an increase in Union
Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir as during last
three years, approximately
21,016 patients have died
after been diagnosed with
cancer, as per official data
shared by Union Health
Ministry. Further dissecting
the figures, it was highlight-
ed that there has been a con-
stant increase in number of
mortalities due to cancer as
in 2018, 6,824 patients died
due to cancer while the num-
ber of deaths rose to 7,003
in 2019 and fatalities
surged to 7,189 in 2020,
thereby showing an upward
trend.

As per Union Health
Ministry's figures, J&K has
reported an estimated
39,041 cancer cases, out of
which 12,675 were recorded
in 2019, 13,012 in 2020 and
13,354 in 2021. A cursory
look at the figures points out
that there is constant
increase in cases. The
Ministry has stated that the
data has been compiled by
the Indian Council of
Medical Research's Cancer
Registry Data report on
'National Cancer Registry
Programme Report 2020.'

"Cancer is a multi-factorial
disease, risk factors of which
include ageing, population,
sedentary lifestyle, use of
tobacco products, unhealthy
diet and air pollution.
Published studies have indi-

cated that alcohol consump-
tion is causally associated
with cancers of oral cavity,
pharynx, larynx, esophagus,
colorectum, liver and breast.
Alcohol is a major cause of
morbidity and mortality and
is associated with many ill-
nesses including cancer," the
Health ministry has stated
in its reply in Parliament.

Rising trend of cancer
cases in J&K is a cause of
concern for general public as
well as for health authorities
and Government and several
studies have been done in
past to know about causes
leading to such a surge.
SKIMS study blamed 'eating
habits and lifestyle patterns'
as well as consumption of
high salt content foods for
growing cases of cancer.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Chief
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar
Mehta on Wednesday chaired
a meeting to review the func-
tioning of Skill development
Department.

Principal Secretary, Skill
Development, Dr. Asgar
Hassan Samoon; MD, NHM
and other senior officers of the
department attended the
meeting.

Principal Secretary
informed that around 21000
candidates have been skilled
by the various ITIs/polytech-
nics during the year and that
efforts are going on to inte-
grate with industry to impart
industry specific skills to
enhance the employability of
the trainees.

Stating that various voca-
tional institutes in J&K are
imparting quality training, Dr
Samoon stated that students
even from IIT, Jammu and
NIIT, Srinagar have been/ are
being skilled/trained by these
technical institutes.

Dr Samoon informed that 2
centres of excellence at
Kathua and Budgam have
been established, which will
help make the youth of the UT
future ready for a range of
jobs in the UT and beyond.

Giving details of the poly-
technics operating in the UT,
it was informed that out of 22
polytechnics in J&K, 18 poly-
technics are operating out of
their own buildings while the
remaining polytechnics are
housed in the rented build-
ings.

It was further informed that
32 ITIs have been upgraded

through PPP and that they
have performed well by all
accounts in comparison to the
other government run ITIs.

Dr Samoon asked for funds
for completion of the ongoing
construction of 4 polytechnics,
besides seeking fast track
recruitment of faculty mem-
bers in these polytechnics.

It was informed that 720
posts of different categories
are vacant in the newly estab-
lished polytechnics

It was informed that under
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana 3.0, against a
target of 2500 allocated by
MSDE, GoI, 1568 candidates
have been given class room
training and their on job
training is presently under-
way.

It was further informed that
National Health Mission has
been empanelled as a training
partner and its affiliated hos-
pitals/AMT schools/Nursing
colleges are the training cen-
tres for imparting training.

While stating that polytech-
nics in J&K have to work
through convergent actions
for better utilization of avail-

able resources, the Chief
Secretary asked the depart-
ment to initiate time table and
course content convergence of
various polytechnics to impart
training through virtual
means.

Dr Mehta asked the depart-
ment to examine whether
credits earned by the candi-
dates in various
polytechnics/ITIs in J&K are
acknowledged by the insti-
tutes where these candidates
may enrol for higher courses.

He asked the department to
examine the UGC/AICTE
guidelines in this regard and
advised them that in case
there is no provision for cred-
it acknowledgement/consider-
ation by the institutes teach-
ing higher courses, the same
should be examined for suit-
able action on the part of the
government.

While stating that there are
around 60000 SHGs in the
UT, Dr Mehta asked the
department to explore the
possibility of
skilling/upskilling the mem-
bers of these SHGs in these
institutes through customized

courses/apprenticeship train-
ings for enhancing their
entrepreneurial skills for
improved incomes.

On the issue of shortage of
faculty in the polytechnics in
J&K, the Chief Secretary
advised the department to do
networking of all the polytech-
nics so that services of the fac-
ulty in all the institutes are
available to the trainees in
these institutes in a mutually
convenient way.

He advised the department
to look for synergy with the
school education and higher
education departments to
ensure that the services of the
teachers in schools, colleges
and universities on need basis
are suitably utilized in the
polytechnics as well.

Dr Mehta advised the
department to explore the
possibility of synergising with
the school education depart-
ment so that the option of
vocational/technical training
is available to all the students
from 6th class to intermediate
level.

He announced that ITIs
have a pivotal role to play in

skilling the able and willing
youth for earning their liveli-
hood in future.

The Chief Secretary asked
the department to periodically
revise the course content of
various training
courses/trades in line with the
rapidly evolving needs of the
industry to ensure that the
ITIs/polytechnics churn out
the trainees which have takers
in the industry/private sector.

Laying stress on ensuring
employability, he asked the
department to involve indus-
try and businesses in the
process of updation of course
content and, if necessary, in
revision/upgradation of the
whole training paradigm so
that the institutes do not lose
their relevance going forward.

Dr Mehta said that one of
the ways in which employabil-
ity can be ensured is by mak-
ing sure that the certificates
are handed out only after the
candidates pass a certain
accredited final test, which
establishes minimum accept-
able proficiency in that
course/trade.

The Chief Secretary direct-
ed the department to do an
assessment of the job place-
ments from these institutes in
the industry/businesses over
the last two years to consider
whether the institutes are
delivering on their mandate.

Dr Mehta considered the
performance of the depart-
ment under PMKVY and
asked the department to
strive towards becoming a top
ranker in the country.

CS calls for continuous upgradation, alignment
of course contents in ITIs, Polytechnics

Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta reviewing functioning 
of Skill Development Department.

Rising cancer cases in Jammu
& Kashmir worrisome
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JAMMU: Government P.G College for
Women, Gandhi Nagar was on Wednesday
renamed as Padma Shri Padma Sachdev
Government P.G College for Women,
Gandhi Nagar, here at a renaming ceremo-
ny organised in collaboration with District
Administration.

The Chief Guest on the occasion was Dr
Ashutosh Sharma and the Guest of
Honour was   Chander Mohan Gupta,
Mayor, Jammu Municipal Corporation.

Prof (Dr) Sangita Nagari honoured the
guests with the presentation of bouquets
and mementos.  

The ceremony started with the lighting of
the traditional lamp and invoking the
Goddess Maa Bawe Wali through the mes-
merizing "Karak" Mata Bawe Wali Ki pre-
sented by the students of the Music
Department.

Prof (Dr) Sangita Nagari, the Principal
of the College, in her welcome address
spoke about the achievements of Padma
Sachdev right from her childhood towards
her becoming a legend through her literary
ramble. She added that her name will

become a motivational factor for the girl
students of this College and inspire them to
follow their passion to create treasures with
thoughts and words. She further added
that this day will be written in the golden
words in the history of this Institution.

The Chief Guest, Dr Ashutosh Sharma,
brother of Late Smt. Padma Sachdev,
spoke about the bond he shared with his sis-
ter.   "She was the real source of inspiration
in the family, especially for the young
women" he said. In his concluding lines, he
thanked the District Administration and
lauded the efforts of Principal of the College
Prof (Dr.) Sangita Nagari for organizing
such an event in the honour of his late sis-
ter.

During the event, a video message of her
husband Surinder Singh Sachdev and
Meeta was played where they were extreme-
ly emotional and expressed their gratitude
towards the Government of J&K U.T for
honouring Padma Shri Padma Sachdev-the
Dogri legend.

Dr Lalit Mangotra, President, Dogri
Sanstha, Retd. Professor and Former
HOD, Department of Physics, University

of Jammu described Padma Sachdev as a
great Dogra woman scholar-Doyen of
Dogri Literature. She was a real
Uttarvahini who carved a niche for herself
in the male dominated literary world. He
added that Dogri is considered as a lan-
guage of Padma Sachdev which made her
an icon in Dogri literature. The programme
was followed by cultural and literary tribute
to Padma Sachdev by singing and reciting
her compositions by the students of Music
and Dogri Department of the College.

The programme was attended by the
Principals of the Constituent Colleges of
Cluster University of Jammu including Dr
Ravinder Kumar Tikoo, Dr Kulvinder
Kour and Prof Ranjeet Singh Jamwal.
Officers of the District Administration
Abhishek Abrol, Harjit Singh and  Saima
were also present in the ceremony. Close
Family Members of Padma Sachdev were
also a part of this historical event. Among
the guests few prominent dignitaries were
present along with the staff of the College.
The Programme concluded with the formal
vote of thanks by Dr Sheetal Sharma,
Department of Dogri.

GPGCW Gandhi Nagar named after Padma Sachdev

Principal GCW Gandhi Nagar, Prof (Dr) Sangita Nagari presenting memento to the Chief Guest.  

Committed to provide 
comfortable infra to troops

along border: BSF IG
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Inspector
General of Border
Security Force (BSF),
Jammu Frontier, D K
Boora on Wednesday said
the force is committed to
provide comfortable infra-
structure to its personnel
deployed along the border.

Boora was speaking at a
function after inaugurat-
ing BSF women personnel
barracks and other resi-
dential infrastructure in
R S Pura sector along the
International Border
here, a spokesperson of
the border guarding force
said.

BSF Jammu is commit-
ted to provide comfortable
infrastructure to its
troops on border outposts
(BOPs) and these build-
ings are constructed with-
in the time frame, the IG
BSF said.

The spokesman said the
infrastructure has been
constructed under the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs as per the guide-
lines of composite BOPs.

This will enhance the
satisfaction and proper
comfort of the BSF troops
who are performing ardu-
ous and tough duty on the
border, he said.

Meanwhile, the
spokesman said the BSF
Jammu conducted a 15-
day cleanliness drive
under 'Swachh Bharat
Pakhwada Mission' from
December 1.

The cleanliness drive
was carried out by all the
headquarters and battal-
ions, and the surrounding
areas were thoroughly
cleared of wastage, he
said, adding maximum
troops of BSF establish-
ment were involved in the
cleanliness drive.

Speeches and lectures
were also delivered by BSF
doctors on the importance
of hygiene and sanitation.
It was advised to the
troops to adopt cleanliness
habits and preventive
measures to control water-
borne diseases like malaria
and dengue, the
spokesman said.

He said a road march
was also conducted to cre-
ate awareness among the
civil population.

Besides guarding the
International Border, the
spokesman said, the BSF
Jammu has always been at
the forefront for the
progress of the nation by
conducting such events
which are for the benefit of
the general population.
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NEW DELHI: India's
nuclear power capacity
increased 40% during the
Modi regime.

This was disclosed here
on Wednesday by Union
Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh in reply
to a question in the Lok
Sabha.

The Minister told the
House that in the last
seven years, the installed
nuclear power capacity
grew from 4780 MW to
6780 MW, an increase of
over 40%.

Dr Jitendra Singh fur-
ther informed that India is
pursuing an indigenous
three-stage nuclear power
programme to provide the
country long term energy
security in a sustainable
manner. 

In addition, Light Water
Reactors based on foreign
cooperation are also being
set up as additional facili-
ties to provide the country
clean electricity.

In a separate question on
Nuclear Power augmenta-

tion, Dr Jitendra Singh
informed that Kudankulam
Nuclear Power Plant
KKNPP 3&4 (2X1000
MW) project implemented
by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India
Limited (NPCIL) has
achieved a physical
progress of 54.96% as of
November, 2021. 

He stated that the units
of KKNPP 3&4 project are
expected to be completed by
March, 2023 & November,
2023 respectively. Fast
Reactor Fuel Cycle Facility
(FRFCF) project is
presently being executed by
Nuclear Recycle Board,
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre, Department of
Atomic Energy. Financial
progress of the project as
on 30th November 2021 is
32% and the Project is
expected to be completed by
December 2027.

In response to yet another
question, Dr Jitendra also
referred to several meas-
ures initiated by the gov-
ernment to promote young
scientists to undertake
research work. 

Dr Jitendra informed that
funds allocated exclusively
for young scientist research
programmes during 2018-
19, 2019-20, 2020-21 and
the current year by the
Ministry of Science and

Technology are Rs. 1001.9
crore, Rs. 1113.1 crore,
Rs.1056.6 crore and Rs.
724.7 crore, respectively. 

He said, the fellowships
offer liberal financial sup-
port ranging from Rs.
31,000/- to  Rs.1,35,000/-
per month to scientists who
are not in regular service,
depending upon their quali-
fication and nature of the
scheme. 

Some of the notable pro-
grammes of the Ministry of
Science and Technology tar-
geted at young scientists
include: Innovation in
Science Pursuit for
Inspired Research
(INSPIRE) Fellowship and
INSPIRE Faculty
Fellowship of Department
of Science and Technology
(DST), National
Postdoctoral Fellowship (N-
PDF) and Start-up
Research Grant (SRG) of
Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB),
Research Fellowship
Schemes of Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) and
Department of
Biotechnology (DBT),
Research Associateship,
R&D project based Project
Associates, Har Gobind
Khorana- Innovative Young
Biotechnologist Award of
DBT.

India’s nuclear power capacity increased
40 pc during Modi’s regime: Dr Jitendra
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JAMMU: In a significant order Justice
Sindhu Sharma of High Court of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh (Jammu Wing)
has directed Senior Superintendent of
Police, Samba and SHO Police Station,
Vijaypur to file status report before the
next date of hearing with regard to inves-
tigation in FIR No.0005/2019 dated
January, 6, 2019 registered with Police
Station Vijaypur under Sections
379/447/427/504/506 of RPC against
Ajay Singh, Inspector J&K Police
presently posted at GRP Railway Station
Jammu and Rajinder Singh Head
Constable presently posted at Police Line
Kathua. The Court also issued notices to
the Principal Secretary (Home) J&K
Government, Director General of Police
J&K, Inspector General of Police Jammu
Zone Jammu, Deputy Commissioner
Samba, Senior Superintendent of Police
Samba, Tehsildar Vijaypur, SHO Police
Station Vijaypur, Ajay Singh Inspector
J&K Police and Rajinder Singh-Head
Constable J&K Police returnable within
four weeks. These Court directions were
passed in a writ petition filed by one
Ranjit Singh, son of Lehar Singh, resi-
dent of Rahya, Tehsil Vijaypur, District
Samba seeking directions to Director
General of Police, J&K and Inspector
General of Police, Jammu to constitute a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to be
headed by an IPS Officer having impecca-
ble integrity so that investigation in afore-
mentioned FIR is conducted fairly/impar-

tially without any political intervention.
When the petition came up for hearing,

Advocate Arshad Majid Malik with
Advocate Suyash Singh Chandail appear-
ing for petitioner submitted that the peti-
tioner is a retired Master from School
Education Department and is possession
of land measuring 15 Kanal 05 Marla
falling under Khasra No 1466 and 15
Kanal 02 Marla in Khasra No.1466 min
jointly with co-sharer Goverdhan Singh,
situated at Village Bagla (Rahya), Tehsil
Vijaypur, District Samba.

Advocate A M Malik further submitted
that on April 4, 2017 Sub-Inspector Ajay
Singh then posted as Line Officer at DPL
Jammu and Head Constable Rajinder
Singh trespassed into aforementioned
land of petitioner at Rahya at about 11:30
AM and forcibly demolished an iron gate
installed on land. The whole incident has
been photo-graphed and video-graphed
but both police personnel tried to grab
land of the petitioner and were caught on
camera. Advocate Malik further submit-
ted that both police personnel are involved
in land deals and the local police has been
extending full cooperation to duo in view
of their political patronage.

Advocate A M Malik vehemently argued
that despite several efforts the Vijaypur
Police Station did not register FIR
against police personnel as prime accused
Ajay Singh happens to be the brother-in-
law of then Deputy Chief Minister Dr
Nirmal Singh and it was on the interven-
tion of Chief Judicial Magistrate, Samba

under Section 156(3) of CrPC, FIR
No.0005/2019 dated January, 6, 2019
came to be registered against accused
after the passage of several months.

Advocate Malik further submitted that
since January, 2019 there is no headway
in the investigation as local police is under
influence of prime accused who is a real
brother-in-law of ex-Deputy Chief
Minister, Dr Nirmal Singh. Advocate
Malik further submitted that
Investigating Officer and field revenue
staff are just exchanging letters for
demarcation of the subject land and the
petitioner has completely lost hope/confi-
dence in ongoing investigation by the local
police. Malik further submitted that the
political patronage of prime accused can
be ascertained from the fact that despite
lodging of FIR, Ajay Singh has been pro-
moted to the next higher rank of
Inspector. He further submitted that no
departmental action was initiated by
higher authorities under Police Manual
against both accused in view of their
access to the corridors of power.

After considering the submissions of
Advocate A.M. Malik, Justice Sindhu
Sharma has directed Senior
Superintendent of Police Samba and
SHO Police Station Vijaypur to file status
report before next date of hearing with
regard to investigation in FIR
No.0005/2019 dated January, 6, 2019
registered with Police Station Vijaypur
under Sections 379/447/427/504/506 of
RPC.

Allegations of land grabbing against Police personnel: HC
directs SSP Samba, SHO Vijaypur to submit status of FIR

Congress High
Command accepts

resignation of
office bearers

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) on Wednesday
accepted the resignation
of JKPCC Vice
Presidents and Budgam
Incharge District
President.

Congress high command
taking cognizance of the
resignation tendered by
JKPCC Vice Presidents
G.M Saroori, Gulam Nabi
Monga, Mohd Anwar
Bhat decided to  accept
their resignation, with
immediate  effect.

Party high command
also accepted the resigna-
tion of  Incharge DCC
President Budgam Zahid
Hussain Jan.

Pertinently, these PCC
office bearers had ten-
dered their resignation
sometime back, which
was widely carried by
Print and electronic
media.

RBI Ombudsman Jammu conducts
Financial Literacy Camp
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JAMMU: With a view to create awareness about consumer protec-
tion and grievance redressal mechanism available under Reserve
Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme, 2021, a Financial
Literacy and Awareness Programme was organized on Wednesday
by the Office of the Reserve Bank Banking Integrated
Ombudsman for the student and faculty of Model Institute of
Engineering and Technology in the premises of the institute.

The programme was chaired by Ramesh Chand, Ombudsman,
RBI Jammu and attended by the students and senior faculty of the
institute. In his address, Ramesh Chand highlighted the customer,
centric features of recently launched Scheme which aims to further
improve the grievance redress mechanism for resolving customer
complaints against regulated entities such as banks, NBFCs and
payment service operators, etc. by adopting 'One Nation One
Ombudsman' approach and making the RBI Ombudsman mecha-
nism jurisdiction neutral. He cautioned the participants about use
of different innovative methods of digital frauds by the fraudsters
and appealed to the participants to stay away from the lure of such
tricks/offers. The Ombudsman encouraged the participants to
share this information among their friends and relatives for wider
dissemination.  Later, Anil Reshi, Deputy Ombudsman briefed the
participants about RBI's Complaint Management Portal and the
easy ways of lodging complaints against their grievance under the
RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme-2021.  He suggested adop-
tion to safe banking practices and requested the participants to
observe vigil and take precautions while carrying out banking
transactions through net-banking/ debit/credit card/ UPI etc. He
advised the participants to visit RBI website https://cms.rbi.org.in
for further details on filing of complaint etc.

Prof. B.C.Sharma thanked Ombudsman for this interactive ses-
sion and requested him for more such engagements in future.


