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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chairman, Sikhs
for Humanity Foundation
(SFH), Surinder Singh
Bunty on Tuesday ques-
tioned the criteria adopted
by the Delimitation
Commission in draft pro-
posal to give 9 and 7 seats
to ST and SC communities
respectively and completely
ignoring the Sikh communi-
ty which has considerable
population in both the
provinces of the UT viz
Kashmir and Jammu.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the Chairman
SFH said that going by the
tall claims of the govern-
ment with regard to giving
fair deal to each and every
segment of the society in the
delimitation process, the
Sikhs in the UT of J&K had
pinned hopes this time to
get justice but what has

come to fore till date is quite
dissatisfying as Sikhs have
been marginalized again
with aforesaid panel com-
pletely ignoring the commu-
nity which has a track
record defending borders by
proving their mettle in the
army and even by staying in
the valley despite adverse
situation due to turmoil and
personal attacks on the
community. He said that

looking into the contribu-
tion and role of Sikhs in
strengthening the borders
and remaining at forefront
as nationalist population at
least the community should
have been given 2 seats as
political reservation in J&K
legislature.  He, however,
expressed concern over
sheer neglect of the Sikh
Community in the process
of delimitation.  

He reiterated that the
Sikh Community of J&K
has a formidable contribu-
tion in the progress and
development of erstwhile
State of J&K and has histo-
ry of major sacrifices in the
safety and protection of the
region from foreign inva-
sions.  He said that it is ago-
nizing that the community
is being continuously mar-
ginalized politically as no
one gave the due which the
Sikhs deserve on merit. 

He urged that still there
is time to consider the just
and genuine demand of
Sikhs by way of giving
them what they deserve on
merits as otherwise the
community will feel deject-
ed and deprived, which
should not be the case
especially under the panel
which is known for its fair-
ness and integrity.

Sikhs in J&K disenchanted as Delimitation Commission
overlooks community: Bunty

Seeks 2 seats reservation for Sikhs in J&K Assembly
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JAMMU: The Maharishi Markandeshwar
(Deemed to be University) (MM (DU)), Mullana-
Ambala has been accredited with the highest
grade A++ by National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC). 

NAAC gives A++ grade to an institution
which gets CGPA of 3.51 and more the grade has
been announced after a NAAC peer team review
was conducted during December 13 to 15, 2021. 

This NAAC peer team included seven members
from reputed Universities of Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

It is worth mentioning that MM(DU) is already
seen as one of the leading academic institutions of
North India owing to its academic excellence,
industry-oriented curriculum and record break-
ing placement of its students in top business

organizations including Tesla, Microsoft, PWC,
etc.  Elated over the development, the Chancellor
Tarsem Kumar Garg said "This milestone for the
MM (DU) reflects the sheer hard-work and untir-
ing effort by all members of the MM Family
including the teachers, non-teaching staff, stu-
dents and other stakeholders. He also said that
the improved performance was an outcome of the
efforts put in over the years. I personally extend
my deep gratitude to all of them and hope that we
will not only maintain this grading in the future
but will also keep on working hard to improve our
performance in academic, research and other
areas".  Prof. Harish Sharma, Vice Chancellor-
MM(DU) told that this is the highest grade given
by NAAC to an institution.

The University got a CGPA of 3.53 with high-
est grade of A++ valid for a period of 5 years
from December 21, 2021. 

MM (DU) gets highest grade 'A++' from NAAC

MM (DU) faculty members during a meeting. 

Chairman SFH, S.S Bunty talking to reporters. 
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JAMMU: Acharya Shri
Chander College of Medical
Sciences & Hospital
(ASCOMS) on Tuesday
signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with
Artemis Cardiac Care
(ACC) Gurugram to set up
a Centre of Excellence
(CoEC) in Cardiac sciences
to provide comprehensive
cardiology services at
ASCOMS & Hospital
under the banner of
ASCOMS Heart Care
Center.

Artemis Cardiac Care
headed by Dr. Manjinder
Sandhu to provide quality
cardiac services to the peo-
ple of Jammu. 

Dr. Pavan Malhotra,
Director Principal-
ASCOMS, expresses grati-
tude to ACC for setting up
cardiac centre at Jammu,
which shall be providing

comprehensive cardiac care
round the clock. 

He appraised the gather-
ing that ASCOMS has
been the best gift to the
people of Jammu by our
president Late Dharam Vir
Batra, who had only one
objective of serving the
society. 

"The venture is based on
the necessity to avoid trav-
eling out of J&K UT to
have first-class cardiac

care within Jammu," he
said. 

He concluded with a
remark that this associa-
tion shall be a great benefit
to the healthcare services
at Jammu.

Under the Memorandum
of Agreement, ACC &
ASCOMS will work togeth-
er to provide better cardiac
facilities for patients in
J&K. 

Speaking about the asso-

ciation, Dr. Kapil Mohan
(Head Strategy - ACC)
said, "This MOA will act as
the cornerstone of a long-
term collaboration to opti-
mize healthcare outcomes
for patients in J&K. This
will help to optimize
patients' journey beyond
treatment, aiding early
diagnosis for cardiac
patients and enhancing the
capabilities of thehealth-
care ecosystem by provid-
ing best in class medical
facility & treatment proce-
dure".

The president of the soci-
ety Dr. Narender Dhruv
Batra and Dr. Manjinder
Sandhu, Board of
Directors - ACC extended
their best wishes for the
success of this collabora-
tion. Manik Batra,
Member of the Governing
Body presented the vote of
thanks.

ASCOMS signs MOA with Artemis Cardiac Care to
set up Centre of Excellence in Cardiac sciences

ACC representative signing MOA with ASCOMS Jammu. 
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JAMMU: Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul while upholding the
charges framed against husband and ors in dowry death case,
observed that suicide is one of the modes of death falling within
the ambit of Section 304-B IPC. The expression "otherwise than
under normal circumstances" would comprehend within its
sweep, the death caused by burns or bodily injury or even the sui-
cidal death.

The  criminal revision petition filed by the accused in a criminal
trial of FIR No.178/2014 for offences under Section 306, 304-B,
109 and 498-A RPC pending before the Court of 1st Additional
Sessions Judge, Jammu ["the trial court"], is directed against the
order of the trial court dated 25.02.2015, whereby the trial court
has framed charges against all the accused for commission of
offences under Section 306, 304-B and the case of the prosecu-
tion pending before the trial court is that on 13th October, 2014,
a telephonic information was received at Police Post, Gajansoo
from Police Control Room, Jammu, that a lady, namely, Pooja
Sharma W/o Santosh Kumar Sharma R/o Galbaday Chak, Tehsil
and District Jammu, had been brought to Government Medical
College, Jammu, as a poison case for medical treatment. 

The Police was informed that the lady Pooja Sharma was
brought dead in the Government Medical College, Jammu and
her body had been kept in the Mortuary Room of the hospital. On
receipt of said information, the Police initiated proceedings under
Section 174 of Cr. P. C. The Officer Incharge of Police Post,
Gajansoo, along with other police officials rushed to Government
Medical College, Jammu, and took possession of the dead body of
the deceased in presence of her legal heirs and prepared farad
maqboozgi naash on spot. After post-mortem, the dead body of
the deceased was handed over to her legal heirs for last rites.
Statements of witnesses under Section 175 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure were recorded and on the basis of statements
of witnesses so recorded, commission of cognizable offences was
made out. Accordingly, FIR No.178/2014 was registered and the
investigation was entrusted to Incharge Police Post, Gajansoo.

Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul after hearing Sr. Adv Sunil Sethi
with Adv Sumit Nayyar for the applicants whereas AAG Aseem
Sawhney appearing for the UT, while dismissing the petition
observed that Courts should use their discretion to determine if
the period between the cruelty or harassment and the death of the
victim would come within the term "soon before". 

What is pivotal to the above determination, is the establishment
of a "proximate and live link" between the cruelty and the conse-
quential death of the victim." In view of clear dictum laid down by
the Supreme Court, when the evidence on record is analyzed in
the context of legal position discussed above, it is abundantly
clear that there is sufficient evidence on record to, prima facie,
hold that soon before death, the deceased was subjected to
harassment on account of dowry demand by the accused. 

The other argument raised by Sethi, senior counsel that suici-
dal death does not fall within the ambit of Section 304-B RPC as
the same is separately dealt with in Section 306 RPC, is also
without any substance and is no longer res integra. 

In the case of Satbir Singh (supra) followed by the judgment of
the Supreme Court in the case of Bhupendra, it is now beyond
any pale of discussion that suicide is one of the modes of death
falling within the ambit of Section 304-B IPC. 

The expression "otherwise than under normal circumstances"
would comprehend within its sweep, the death caused by burns or
bodily injury or even the suicidal death. 

HC upholds dowry death
charges against husband & ors
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JAMMU: Additional Sessions Judge
Anticorruption Jammu Ritesh Dubey acquitted
Mohinder Singh, then Director Local bodies
Jammu, Sat Pal Saini then Administrator NAC
Lakhanpur and Ravi Kumar then I/C Executive
Officer NAC Katra in illegal appointment case
after facing trial for16 years.

According to the VOJ (now ACB) case that a
PE was conducted on the complaint lodged by Dr.
Romesh Chander Sharma MLA Nowshera fol-
lowed by letter No. 312 dated 24-04-2003 from
private Secretary to MOS Housing and Urban
Development that despite a ban on recruitment,
the then Director Local bodies Mohinder Singh
illegally appointed Devinder Singh s/o. Mukhtyar
Singh who was later transferred along with post
to Municipality Poonch. The enquiry revealed
that Mohinder Singh had issued
appointment/regularization orders in respect of
10 individuals named in the charge sheet, by
abusing his official position, and in furtherance of
a criminal conspiracy hatched with Sat Pal Saini
the then Administrator NAC Lakhanpur and the
beneficiaries accused. Enquiry revealed that 7 out
of the 10 illegal appointees were close relatives of
Sat Paul Saini. These appointment orders were
issued without advertising the posts, inviting the
applications and conducting interviews, obviously
for extraneous considerations. Also the appoint-
ments were made by the accused against non-
available posts, with ulterior motive of conferring
undue pecuniary benefits upon the beneficiaries
and putting state exchequer to loss and the
instant case was registered, and investigation was
done. The beneficiaries were found engaged,
or/and regularized first, then posted to some
other district, and then brought back within a
small period of 3/4 months respectively. For some
of the beneficiaries, recommendations were found
marked to the Director by the Special
Assistant/PA to MOS H&UDD. All the 10 illegal
beneficiaries did not face any interview. Some had
not even applied. This clearly indicated that all
these appointment were made on pick and choose
basis. Investigation revealed that Mohinder
Singh the then DLBJ in connivance with Sat
Paul Saini the then Administrator NAC
Lakhanpur, Ravi Kumar the then Executive offi-
cer NAC Katra/Batote, Nanak Singh the then
Executive Officer NAC R.S Pura and Irshad
Hussain, the then Executive office NAC
Nowshera, issued the engagement/ appointment
orders in March, July, October and December
2002,in respect of illegal beneficiaries, in different
local bodies of Jammu province without any
available vacancy, in view of extraneous consider-
ations willfully, and in violation of various
Government orders/notifications/ SROs men-
tioned in the charge sheet.

Additional Sessions Judge Anticorruption
Jammu Ritesh Kumar Dubey after hearing Sr.
Adv Abhinav Sharma, Advocates SC Bali, AP
Singh and Ajay Bakshi for the alleged accused
persons observed that the fact that beneficiaries
were regularized in short span of time after their
initial appointments. Though the same may
appear to be little unusual yet the same again
cannot be said to be by way of criminal misuse of
authority in view of the established facts and cir-
cumstances such as no illegality was found in ini-
tial appointments, no rules or practices governing
such cases have been established by the prosecu-
tion, and Government Orders including SRO 64
have been observed herein before as not applica-
ble to present appointments. If the prosecution
basis its claim on the wrongfulness of regulariza-
tions, it ought to have established the reasons for
the same. But except for a submission as to appli-
cation of SRO 64, the prosecution has not been
able to prove why the aforesaid regularizations
were not valid. It is noted again that the non-
removal of appointees/regularized officials from
said service, itself supports the defence submis-
sion that there was nothing wrong in the same.

Court further observed that there is no doubt
that the appointments, on their face, may not
appear to be done in a very healthy manner. But
the trials and the judgments are not to be based
on suppositions and assumptions, and prosecu-
tion case does not get proved on the face of its
accusations. And the prosecution has to establish
and prove its case by leading cogent evidence. The
evidence as could be tendered in this regard was
to present exact rules, procedures, regulating
appointments in the local body institutions. But
that has not been done by the investigating and
prosecution agencies. Further, the conduct of the
accused herein could have been criminal if the
same was a deviation from the practices followed
in the appointments in Local Body Institution. It
is noted again that no such deviation is estab-
lished in the present case in view of the lack of evi-
dence to establish such practice. Without proving
the practice, obviously the deviation could not be
established, Court said. It is further noted again
that no breach of the relevant Government
Orders/SROs regarding regularization, ban etc,
is found committed by the accused.

With these observations, Court is not con-
vinced that the prosecution has been able to
remove the element of doubt from its accusa-
tions against the accused as well as the charge
framed by this court, by such strong evidence
as could lead to one and only one hypothesis
pointing to the guilt of the accused and ordered
that the accused are acquitted of the charge for
the offences under sections 5(1)(d) r/w 5(2) PC
Act Svt. and 120-B RPC, framed by this court.
The Challan is dismissed. 

Court acquits then Director ULB
& ors in illegal appointment case
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JAMMU: Seeking constitution
of Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to unveil the cir-
cumstances leading to mas-
sacre, plunder and subsequent
displacement of Kashmiri
Pandits from their homes and
hearths in the Valley early
1990, former National
Conference Provincial
President Anil Dhar on
Tuesday said this will let the
nation and the world know
atrocities committed on the
peaceful, educated and civilised
minority community at the
onset of terrorism in Kashmir.

Talking to media persons dur-
ing his interactions all day and
in a press conference here this
afternoon, Anil Dhar said this
will also end the hurtful, mali-
cious and motivated propagan-
da and the blatant lie about for-
mer Governor Jagmohan hav-
ing engineered or facilitated the
migration. Such venomous
propaganda has now crossed
the limits with responsible peo-
ple like those having occupied
the constitutional positions get-
ting swayed and making
painful observations on

Kashmir history's most horren-
dous chapter, he said.

Dhar expressed anguish and
deep hurt over the observations
of National Conference
President Dr Farooq Abdullah,
blaming Jagmohan for
Kashmiri Hindus migration,
saying this was contrary to the
fact that it was Pakistan and its
proxies which still continue to
be responsible for the migration
and exodus of Kashmiri
Hindus from the Valley.

He wondered why Dr Farooq
Abdullah is trying to provide
shield to Pakistan and the ter-
rorists, knowing well their
machinations about ethnic
cleansing. He reiterated that
the National Conference has
lost interest in the cause of

Kashmiri Pandits. 
He also reiterated the reasons

given in his letter to Dr Farooq
Abdullah while parting ways
with the party, saying the utter-
ances from the NC leadership
did not instill any sense of con-
fidence in the Kashmiri Hindu
community, who have faced the
worst kind of persecution, geno-
cide and mayhem from the past
more than thirty years and
have lost their homes and
hearths.  He also reiterated
that the latest statements of
Vice President Omar Abdullah
reflect communal overtones
and at times give a feeling of his
bias against the Hindus.

Anil Dhar asked the NC lead-
ership that if their claims and
blame on the former Governor

Jagmohan was true, who had
conspired to shunt out thou-
sands of Muslim and Sikh fam-
ilies from the Valley in 1990,
who are registered as migrants
with Relief Commissioner in
Jammu. Anil Dhar referred to
the reply given by the govern-
ment to  a question of Rafi
Ahmed Mir in the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly
during budget session 2010-11,
putting the total number of
Kashmiri migrant families reg-
istered with the Relief
Organisation as   38,119 which
included 34,202 Kashmiri
Pandits, 2168 Muslims and
1749 Sikhs. 

The reply had further stated
that of the registered families
13,702 Hindu families were
entitled to draw the relief
against 2025 Muslim and 143
Sikh families. "Did Jagmohan
conspired in the migration of
the Muslim migrants also?", he
asked. Anil Dhar sought a
white paper  to clear the mist
about actual migration, com-
munity wise, so that the truth
about claims of Jagmohan hav-
ing engineered the migration
comes to fore.

Anil Dhar demands constitution of Truth & Reconciliation
Commission to unveil horrendous migration of KPs from Valley

Former NC Provincial President Anil Dhar talking to reporters. 

Mayor takes stock of
issues of residents of
Migrant Camp Jagti
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU:  Mayor Chander
Mohan Gupta on Tuesday con-
ducted a tour of migrant camp
Jagti Nagrota and took stock
of the problems being faced by
the inhabitants.

Mayor was accompanied by
Davinder Singh Bhau, Deputy
Commissioner Relief
Organization alongwith his
staff members, Chand ji Bhatt
President Displaced Distt BJP,
Roop Krishan Koul Mandal
President and other prominent
inhabitants of the locality.

Mayor directed the Deputy
Commissioner Relief
Organization to take concrete
measures so that all the gen-
uine issues may be resolved in a
time bound manner and asked
him to start door to door collec-
tion of garbage from each
household, deploy sufficient
sanitation for this purpose for
keeping better cleanliness in &
around the complex and all the
parks may be thoroughly main-
tained by planting herbal
plants and other seasonal
saplings for eco- friendly
atmosphere. 


