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AGENCY
CENTURION: Opener K L
Rahul produced a majestic
knock in testing conditions en
route to his sixth overseas
century as India made a near
perfect start to the Test series
against South Africa, here on
Sunday.

Rahul (122 batting off 248),
alongside opener partner
Mayank Agarwal (60), set up
a strong platform for India
with a 117-run stand,
enabling the visitors to reach
272 for three at stumps.

Skipper Virat Kohli (35 off
94) fell to a loose shot after
doing all the hardwork while
under-pressure Cheteshwar
Pujara lasted only one ball.

Rahul and Ajinkya Rahane
(40 batting off 81), who like
Pujara is fighting to save his
place in the team, were in the
middle at close of play.
Rahane looked in a good
touch and will be aiming for
big score on day two.

Barring Lungi Ngidi, who
took all the wickets to fall on
the day, South Africa pacers
were not probing enough in
their line and lengths and

offered too many loose balls.
The day belonged to Rahul,

who showed remarkable
resolve and application during
his seventh Test hundred. He
reached three-figure mark in
England earlier this year and
has also scored a hundred in
every country he has played
in.

Just like he had done it in
England alongside Rohit
Sharma, Rahul played with
absolute clarity knowing
which balls to leave and which
ones to go for his shots. His
friend and Karnataka team-
mate Agarwal also made it
easier for Rahul early on by
being the aggressor in the
partnership.

In the end, Rahul ended up
collecting 16 fours and a six.
His innings had all his attrac-
tive range of strokes, includ-
ing the cover drives and his
punch shot off the back foot.

He got to the 90s with a six
off spinner Keshav Maharaj
and stayed there for a while
before reaching the milestone
with a gentle steer off the left-
arm bowler through point.

He also shared a crucial 82
run stand with Kohli after
Ngidi removed Agarwal and
Pujara off successive deliver-
ies.

The India skipper was the
only wicket to fall in the
evening session and that was
rather a gift to the struggling

South Africa. Kohli went for
an expansive drive off a very
wide ball, something he didn't
need to with India in a com-
manding position.

Earlier, South Africa fought
back with a couple of wickets
in the afternoon session via
Ngidi but India still controlled
the proceedings by reaching
157 for two at tea.

India scored 74 runs in the
second session while Ngidi
removed Agarwal and Pujara
off successive balls to provide
the hosts much needed break-
throughs.

Agarwal, who got to his half
century after lunch, was dis-
missed against the run of
play.

The ball appeared to bounce
over the wicket apart from
missing the leg stump but the
on-field decision was reversed
when DRS revealed that it
was hitting the wickets, leav-
ing Agarwal in disbelief.

His fall also ended a memo-
rable partnership, making
Rahul and Agarwal only the
third Indian opening pair to
stitch a century stand in 21
games in South Africa.

With sun coming out,
Pujara walked in and was dis-
missed first ball, inside edging
a defensive shot to Keegan
Petersen at short leg.

Soon after, Rahul brought
up his fifty with a delightful
cover drive off Ngidi.

Rahul strikes, unbeaten ton helps India
make near perfect start in South Africa

INDIA  1ST  INNINGS
KL Rahul not out 122
Mayank Agarwal  lbw b Ngidi 60
Cheteshwar Pujara c Petersen b Ngidi 00
Virat Kohli (c) c Mulder b Ngidi 35
Ajinkya Rahane not out 40
Extras  15
Total  272/3

SCOREBOARD

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The young team
of Jammu and Kashmir won
their second consecutive
league match when defeated
Maharashtra in straight
sets of 25-21, 26-24, 25-18)
in the ongoing 47th Junior
National Volleyball
Championship at Burdwan
in West Bengal.

As per a handout issued by
the Volleyball Association of
J&K (VAJK), J&K made
their first outing against
Puducherry beating latter 3-
0 (25-17,25-23,25-19).
Manhat Chowdhary,
Kanahaiya, Haroon Rashid,
Musharaf Khan played

superb game to help the side
excel.

Placed in group-D, J&K
shall take on Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Bihar and
Telangana in their remain-
ing four league matches. 

In total, 28 teams in boys
and 26 in girls section are
taking part in this champi-
onship.

Meanwhile, the girls team
of J&K lost both their
matches. In the first outing,
J&K suffered 1-3 loss
against Assam (14-25,25-
23,19-25,12-25). In their
second league match, J&K
blanked by defending cham-
pion, Kerela (02-25, 08-25,

08-25). 
Earlier, the J&K contin-

gent had to face a lot of
hardships to reach the venue
owing to Railways distur-
bance in Northern India and
boarded train at
Saharanpur by reaching
there by road. 

Meanwhile, Chief Patron
Volleyball Association of
J&K (VAJK), Raj Daluja,
President, Sidharth Daluja
and other office bearers con-
gratulated the boys team
and Anil Kumar (coach) and
Muddasir Ahmad Dar
(Manager) while wishing
them better performance in
subsequent matches.

J&K maintains winning spree
in Junior Volleyball

Volleyball match between J&K and Maharashtra in progress. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Body Building
Association of Jammu and
Kashmir (BBAJK) on
Sunday organized body-
building preparatory
coaching camp for body-
builders at Manda,
Amphalla here. 

The selected bodybuilders
of J&K are being trained to
take part in Mr India event
being held at Khammam,
Telangana from January 6
to 8, 2022. 

The people surrounding
Manda were impressed by
seeing our bodybuilders

performing body show. 
All the body builders are

trained by Chief Coach and
Secretary General BBAJK,
Rajesh Datta and
President Bupinder Singh
Tirthi, Vice President
Vinay Sharma, Sanjay Bali
and Naresh Gupta. 

Body Building camp organised at Manda

Body builders along with BBAJK officials during a camp. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURI: The month-long Peer Panjal Champions Trophy
All India Cricket tournament 2021, organised by the District
Administration Rajouri, in collaboration with the Hill View
Cricket Club under the aegis of ongoing Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, concluded at Sports Stadium Kheora, here on
Sunday. The closing ceremony was presided over by Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri, Vikas Kundal. ADC, Sachin Dev
Singh; DSEO, Bilal Rashid Mir besides President MC Rajouri,
Mohd Arief   and scores of people from all sections of the soci-
ety were present at the event.

The final match was played between the Fatehpur line and
Hill view Rajouri. The match was won by Rajouri Hill View by
Eight wickets in a thrilling game.

Addressing the players, the Deputy Commissioner said that
the motto behind organising such tournaments is to nurture
the sports talent of local youths and encourage the young
minds to participate in constructive activities. Reiterating the
Government's commitment towards promoting sports activi-
ties, the DC said that the   necessary measures are being taken
to create adequate sports infrastructure to provide best possi-
ble platforms to the budding players where they can showcase
their talent. Congratulating the winning team, the DC extend-
ed best wishes to the players for achieving new heights of suc-
cess and urged upon them to keep playing with the same zeal.
Later, cash prizes of Rs 2 lakh and Rs 1 lakh were presented
to the winner and runner up teams, respectively.

AKAM: Peer Panjal Champions
Trophy All India Cricket 

tournament concludes at Rajouri

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Samba Wushu Club on Sunday
emerged overall champion in the two-day
District Championship which held under the
banner of District Samba Association at
Indoor Hall of J&K Sports Council (JKSC),
here.

Overall second place bagged by KIC while
Ankit Club finished third considering the
medals won in different weight and age groups.

Former Minister, Surjit Singh Slathia was
Chief Guest in the valedictory function. He
presented title trophies and other individual
prizes and medals amidst appreciations for the
District Wushu Association for promoting the

game of Wushu among the youngsters of the
district. 

The Minister was all praise for champion
athlete, Rajinder Singh of Samba, who has
won world championship medal and five time
national medalist.

Also present were Yogeshwar Singh,
Kulbinder Singh (Samba Wushu president),
Swaran Singh and Kulbinder Singh. 

In the meantime, secretary Samba
Association, Rajinder Singh expressed thanks
to the members of the organising committee
including Kamal Kishore, Ajay Paul Gill, Ashi
Jamwal, Lalit Singh, Abhishek Singh Jamwal,
Pankaj and Ankit.

Samba Wushu Club emerges overall champion

Former Minister, Surjit Singh Slathia  and others posing with Wushu players. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Two-day 24th
JKUT ITF Taekwondo
Championship 2021 organ-
ized by Ganesha Academy of
Martial Arts (GAMA) under
the banner of All J&K
Taekwondo Association
(AJKTA), IITF and ITF
concluded at GAMA, Shastri
Nagar, here on Sunday.
More than 150 participants
including boys and girls from
JKUT took part in it.  The
Championship was held
under the presidentship of
Mukesh K Thakur,
International Gold
Medallist. 

In the closing ceremony, ex-
Deputy Chief Minister of
J&K, Kavinder Gupta  was
the Chief Guest who gave
away medals to the partici-
pants in presence of Guest of
Honour, Vinay Gupta,
District President (BJP)
and Narinder Gupta (Koki),

District Secretary (BJP).
The event was organized in

presence of other senior offi-
cials of the Association
including Pawan Singh
Jamwal, Amit Sharma,
Geetansh Thakur, Bhavin
Thakur, Rahul Khanmotra,
Ambika Gupta, Shakti
Verma, Surjeet Thakur,
Sachin Kumar Thakur and
Raju.

GOLD:  Prabhas Sen,

Ayush Parihar, Suksham
Thakur, Pradhuman Thakur,
Arnav Sen,     Sankait
Thakur,     Surjeet     Thakur,
Anaya     Rajput     from
Kishtwar Academy of
Martial Arts (KAMA);
Namika Mahajan, Sohani
Sen, Rableen Kour, Yashasvi
Bhagat, Manpreet Singh,
Pavneet Kour, Anjali
Thakur, Shreya, Manraj
Singh Sudan, Sarvagya

Gupta, Chaitanya Jasrotia,
Shaurya Sharma, Ishmeet
Singh from Jammu and
Mohd Arsalan from Doda.

SILVER:  Udhav Raj
Singh, Harshit Sehgal,
Aryan Sharma, Pragun
Bhagat, Ayush Sharma,
Sparsh, Mahir Chowdhary,
Aadeep Sen, Saiansh Bhat,
Atharv Rathore, Prabhjot
Singh, Lavanya Sharma,
Tejasvini Gupta, Sehajpreet

Tanvi Sen, Saranya Gupta,
Thakur Anshuman Singh,
Santushti, Chaitanya
Jasrotia and Simran.

BRONZE:  Ishaan
Brahma, Reyansh Singh,
Dhananjay, Ayaan Tickoo,
Yuvraj Gupta, Abhirath
Chambyal,   Paras   Gupta,
Bhavneet   Sen,   Ankit
Kumar,   Hrishik Brahma,
Sushant,     Abhiraj     Singh,
Ananya     Sharma,
Akshara     Kumari,
Himadri   Rana,   Aadhya
Gupta,   Akshdeep   Singh,
Mohd.   Arsalan,   Kavya
Kochhar, Vansh Rathore,
Tejasvini Gupta and Thakur
Anshuman Singh.

All the Gold medallists
have been selected to repre-
sent J&K UT at National
ITF Taekwondo
Championship being held at
Rishikesh (Uttarakhand)
from January 21 to 23,
2022.

24th JKUT ITF Taekwondo Championship 2021 concluded

Medal winners posing for a photograph with ex-Dy CM, Kavinder Gupta and other officials.

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: J&K Sky
Running Association along
with Foreshore Athletes organ-
ised the 3rd National Sky
Running Championship in dif-
ferent categories wherein par-
ticipants covered 10-20 km dis-
tance from Harwan to
Astanmarg to and back to
Harwan. 

The running was flagged off
by Additional District
Development Commissioner,
Syed Haneef Balki in presence
of SHO Harwan R.P Singh.

Athletes from valley's promi-
nent clubs, associations, espe-
cially Foreshore Athletes,
Jammu and Kashmir
Mountaineering and Adventure
Club, Hussaini Spots Club
Jammu and Kashmir
Adventure Sports Club, JK
Mountain Biking Association
took part in the event. The
Skyrunning teams from
Rajasthan, Delhi,
Maharashtra, Punjab etc took
part in the championship.

Gulbudin Hikmatyar got the
first while Mohammad Ashaf
and Muzamil Hussain Mir
achieved the second and third
positions respectively. 

Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat fin-
ished first in above 35 years
group while Faheem got first
place in above 50 years catego-

ry and Mahesh Mehra of
Rajistaan got first in Para cate-
gory. Qursheed Ahmad got first
place in above 40 years
Category.

In veteran women, Mehwish
got first place while Anjum
Verma and Sarita achieved the
second and third place respec-
tively. 

In under-14 boys category,
Adnan bashir got first place
while in under-14 girls section,
Nabeela Khan got first place. 

Secretary Sky Running
Association of India, Kuldeep
Patil was the Chief Guest at
valedictory function, who dis-
tributed  certificates and medal
among winners.

Speaking on the occasion,
Patil appreciated the efforts of
organisers and vowed for the
full support of Sky Running as
Adventure Sport and conduct-

ing of similar events at
Gulmarg, Pahalgam and
Yousmarg soon. 

"Valleys athletes are second
to none and every time they
proved their metal at domestic
as well as at international level,"
Patil said. Earlier Bashir
Ahmad Secretary JKSRA
thanked sponsers while
Prisident JKSRA Dr. Anwar
Hussain Nagoo threw lights on
the previous achievements and
future plans of the association.

Pertinent to mention that
winners will be promoted to
participate in International sky
running events in future. 

Syed Tahir (JKHMC), Tahir
Ahmad (Athletic Coach),
Yawar Zaib (TAAK), Haji
Ashiq (YN) Abarar, Mudasir
Ahmad and Gh Nabi
(Foreshore Athletes) were pres-
ent on the occasion.

3rd National Sky Running Championship held

Chief Guest presenting medal to a winner. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lakshay
Sharma gave Jammu and
Kashmir first individual
medal in the shape of a
Bronze in Sabre event on

the opening day of the
29th Junior National
Fencing Championship
underway at Sonipat in
Haryana.

As per the reports

reaching here, Lakshya
lost in the semifinal 10-
15 to last year's champi-
on, Abhay Shinde of
Maharashtra. 

Promising Lakshya is
first year student, pursu-
ing his Bachelor of
Technology (BTech), from
Government College for
Engineering and
Technology (GCET)
Jammu.

The  Results:  Sabre
(individual): Abhay
Shinde (Maharashtra),
Gold; Mogmba (Manipur),
Silver; Lakshya Sharma
(J&K) and Prince
(Haryana), joint Bronze.

Lakshya bags Bronze for J&K in National Fencing

Chief Guest presenting bronze medal to Lakshay Sharma. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Bhargav Sports Club on Sunday organized a hock-
ey tournament at Gadigarh to commemorate the Safar-e-
Shahadat  (Martyrdom Week) of Chaar Sahibzade.

In the final match played in veterans category, Ajit Club
beat Jhujhar Club by seven goals to four and in final of
Juniors category, Fateh Club beat Zorawar Club by a margin
of six goals to four.

Both the teams were introduced  to the Chief Guest,  Dr
Sanjogita Sudan, Health Officer JMC Jammu and Guest of
Honour, Balvinder Singh RTI Activist, Fateh Singh, Rajinder
Singh  along with other special invitees Rajinder Singh
Sudan, Manjit Singh and Sharanjit Singh.

While addressing the gathering, Rajinder Singh narrated
the importance of  this week during which all the four
Sahibzade of Guru Gobind Singh were martyred. 

Balvinder Singh congratulated the organizers for organizing
such an event with a special thanks to Vikas Sharma for tak-
ing interest in promoting sports and for making elaborate
arrangements to conduct such an event.  P.P Singh played a
key role in conducting such a successful tournament.

Chaar Sahibzade Hockey Tournament held

Winner teams posing with dignitaries. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: Mata Vaishno Devi
Runner's Group in collabora-
tion with Border Security Force
(BSF) organized 'Run For
Life-Half Marathon' at
Hiranagar as an awareness
message against drugs. 

Municipal Committee
Hiranagar, Indian Oil, Punjab
National Bank, Top FM were
the event partners. 

This was the first ever Half
Marathon organised in a border
Tehsil in which large number of
participants took part with zeal
and enthusiasm. 

DIG BSF, Hari Lal was the
Chief Guest while SSP Traffic
Mohan Lal Kaith, Chairman
Municipal Committee
Hiranagar Advocate  Vijay
Sharma were Guests of
Honour.

Ayurveda and Yoga
Consultant Dr. Guru Sharma
presented his skills of yoga
practices as a warm up exercis-
es for the participants before
initiating the run.

Dr. Sushil Khajuria played a

vital role in the successful con-
duction of this run.  DIG BSF
congratulated all the winners
and encouraged the youth to
take part in these types of pro-
grammes for their physical
health and mental strength.
"We can make drug free society
by the active participation of
youth in Yoga, Sports and all
these types of strength boosting
activities," he said. In this event
about 200 participants took
part in different categories.  In
21 km run male, Ritik Sharma
stood first,  Monu Sharma
stood second and Rakesh

Kumar remained third. 
In 21 km female, Shivangi

stood first, Vasudha remained
second and Varuna Sharma
remained third.  In 10 km run,
Mukesh Choudhary stood first
followed by Mangat Singh and
Gafoor Ahmed, who were
remained on second and third
places respectively.

Team MVRG honoured all
the dignitaries for their gra-
cious presence and appreciated
the efforts of all the event part-
ners for their support to make
Hiranagar Border Run 2021 a
great success.

Half Marathon against ‘Drug Abuse’ organised

Dignitaries presenting trophies to winners. 


