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India is ‘Spiritual Capital’ of world: Chief Justice

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chief Justice of
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and  Ladakh,
Justice Pankaj Mithal, on
Sunday said that India has a
distinction of being called as
the 'Spiritual Capital' of the
world.

"India’s cultural milieu is
the cosmos of pure spirituali-
ty which discourages distin-

guishing humans on the
basis of religion", Chief
Justice maintained.

The Chief Justice

remarked this during an
event themed 'Dharma and
The Constitution of India'
organized by a Delhi based
organization Adhivakta
Parishad, J&K and Ladakh
chapter to commemorate the
72nd Constitution Day.

The function was also
attended by  Advocate
General, DC Raina and
Additional Solicitor General
of J&K High Court and
dozens of other advocates
and legal luminaries.

In his keynote address,

Army felicitates [&K
youth for saving woman

from drowning in Chenab
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A Jammu and
Kashmir youth was on
Sunday felicitated by the army
for saving a woman from
drowning in Ramban district,
a defence spokesman said.
Mehraj Ahmed of Karol vil-
lage, who is in his 20s, risked
his own life by jumping into
the Chenab river to save the
woman, who was not known to
him, on December 2, the
spokesman said. He said the
man exhibited exemplary
courage and swimming skills.
"Without caring for his own
life, in a herculean effort of 20
minutes, he could save the girl.
Though he had no formal
training in swimming, the
brave boy did not hesitate
before diving in the deep river
while many onlookers watched
helplessly," the spokesman
said. He said the man showed
exemplary presence of mind,
fearlessness and excellent
swimming skills to save the
drowning woman. The army
felicitated Mehraj at
Chanderkot in Ramban in
recognition of his act of brav-
ery, the spokesman said,
adding his selfless service
would remain a source of
inspiration for people.

Chief Justice of High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh,
Justice Pankaj Mithal speaking at a event.

Justice Mithal maintained
that our endeavor should be
to exercise the fundamental
duties instead for asking the
rights only. He said that reli-
gion is synonymous to right-
eousness and every religion
leads to the moral conduct in
life. He further defined that
religious seriptures acted as
a guiding principle in dis-
cerning the right from wrong
and codal law also enshrines
same in it. He asked for for-

mulating laws as per the
needs of the society and not
after looking up to the west.
Justice Mithal mentioned
that Vedas constitute the law
of nature and it is morality
and good conduct that makes
one religious. Elaborating, he
said  that  both  the
Mahabharta and 'Ahimsa’ of
Gautam Buddha convinces
people to adopt highest arti-
cles of faith and virtue. He
said that since times imme-

morial under every rule
Indian people have upheld
the sacred beliefs of spiritual-
ity without interfering in per-
sonal articles of faith of other
individuals. He said that this
secularism has continuously
been carried to this day by
our nation in its true spirit
although the words were
added to our Constitution
later through an amendment.

Advocate General said that
religion has not been side-

lined by our constitution
instead it has preserved its
exercise by people from every
sect. He said that Articles
14, 19, 21, 25-29 gives us
insights about religious guar-
antees in our Constitution.

He said that India has the
most flexible Constitution
that has preserved sensitivi-
ties of all peoples of this
nation. He said that it is for
this fact that it has been
ammended more than 100
times till now despite being
the most voluminous and
elaborate one. He said that
the Ayodhta verdiet, Shah
Bano Case, Triple Talaq,
Vaishno Devi Temple issue
are some of the striking
examples where Constitution
guided us towards
respectable solutions.

Others who spoke on the
occasion included Additional
Solicitor General of India
(ASGI), Srinagar, Tahir
Shamsi; ASGI, Jammu,
Vikas Sharma and other
office  bearers of the
AdhivaktaParishad.

Shahid reviews tribal welfare projects, new schemes

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Secretary, Tribal
Affairs, Dr. Shahid Igbal
Choudhary on Sunday
reviewed the progress on
various projects, schemes
and initiatives of the
department and stressed
for expediting the tender-
ing and execution process.
A number of new schemes
were also deliberated upon.

Director, Tribal Affairs,
Mushir  Ahmed Mirza,
Secretary, Advisory Board,
Mukhtar ~ Ahmed, Jt
Director Planning, OSDs,
senior officers of the
department while Deputy
Commissioners of various
distriets along with district
and sectoral officers partic-
ipated through videoconfer-
ence.

Detailed review of villages
selected under the Cluster
Tribal Model Villages was
conducted wunder which
nearly Rs 80.00 Cr have
been released by the
department for develop-
ment of infrastructure in
various tribal villages in
different districts. Sectoral
officers were asked to
ensure adherence to time-
lines for execution of works
and tangible outcome.

Secretary, Trlbal AffaJ rs, Dr. Shahid Igbal Choudhary chalrlng a meeting.

Progress on Milk Villages
and mini Sheep Farms
being executed through
Animal and Sheep
Husbandry Department
was also reviewed.

Dr Shahid asked the
Deputy Commissioners and
distriet/ sectoral officers
for active involvement of
local stakeholders in the
tribal villages and ensuring
time-bound execution of
projects during current
financial year. He also
asked for convening the
meeting of District
Planning and Monitoring
Committee (DPMC) for
formulation of Annual Plan
2022-23 and submission by
15th December in view of
ongoing process for budget
formulation. Scholarship

NC pays tribute to party founder Sheikh
Abdullah on birth anniversary

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: National Conference leaders and
workers paid homage to party founder Sheikh
Mohammed Abdullah, popularly known as
'Sher-e-Kashmir' on his 116th birth anniversary
on Sunday, an NC spokesman said.

Leading the party in paying homage to Sheikh
Abdullah at the NC headquarters here, provin-
cial president Rattan Lal Gupta said "maintain-
ing the unity and single entity of Jammu and
Kashmir will be a befitting tribute to the vision-
ary leader", who fought all his life for well-being
of the people and strengthening the bonds of

communal amity.

Gupta stressed the crucial need for strength-
ening and sustaining the time-tested unity, say-
ing no society would progress if its foundations
are laid on myopic considerations.

"Secular bonding is the spirit which has all
along guided the National Conference," Gupta
said as he recalled the slogan of "Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh Itehad (unity) raised by Sheikh
Sahib during most turbulent times".

The NC leader said the high point of
Abdullah's legacy has been inclusiveness, tran-

quillity and harmony among people belonging to

various faiths and regions.

"There is immense need for carrying forward
this legacy to build progressive, secular and
peaceful Jammu and Kashmir; which is facing
numerous challenges posed by divisive ele-
ments," he said.

In his glowing tributes, former minister Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra said "sustaining secular ethos
is the best and befitting tribute to Sheikh
Abdullah, a towering among tallest of leaders of
his times in the sub-continent".

Sadhotra recalled his glorious role in strength-

ening amity and regional unity at a time when

the entire sub-continent was in communal fren-
zy. "We are proud inheritors of this legacy”, he
said, recalling the landmark and pioneering

Land Reforms Act, which empowered the farm-

ers by making them masters of their own des-
tiny overnight.

Sadhotra said progressive outlook and the
vision of Sher-e-Kashmir transformed Jammu
and Kashmir into a vibrant state where people
of all the faiths enjoy equal opportunities of
progress and development.

schemes, FRA implementa-
tion and tribal survey were
also deliberated upon.
Department's scheme for
post-matric/ graduate
scholarship was reviewed
under which a record num-
ber of 8189 applications
have been received up from
previous highest of around
4200 applications.
Director, Tribal Affairs has
been asked to initiate the
coordination for institute
and district verification
process for timely disburse-
ment of scholarship before
the end of financial year.
Further, CEOs have been
asked to submit compiled
list of pre-matric applica-
tions latest by 10th
December 2021.

Pertinently, budget of Rs

VC Manoj Dhar releases book ‘Bhavna’

30.00 Cr has been provided
by the Government of schol-
arships this year and addi-
tional grant will be provided
based on requirement.

Steps for implementation
of Van Dhan Scheme were
also discussed under which
each cluster of 15 SHGs is
being provided Rs. 15
Lakh. Technical teams are
being deputed for commu-
nity engagement. Under
the tourism plan SHGs of
10 members each are being
constituted for providing
Rs. 20 Lakh worth infra-
structure to create tourist
village for Transhumant
summer destinations. Skill
Development Plan and
Self-Employment  initia-
tives were also discussed in
the meeting.

—m—

Ghulam Mali Azad Emenges As Key
Flayer In JAK With Or Without Congresa

Navin inaugurates ‘Pashudhan
Vyapar Mela’ at Lakhanpur

m STATE TIMES NEWS

KATHUA: Principal
Secretary, Animal & Sheep
Husbandry, Navin Kumar
Choudhary, on Sunday inau-
gurated 'Pashudhan Vyapar

Mela' at  RP Check post,
Lakhanpur.
Secretary, Cooperatives

Department, Yasha Mudgal
was the guest of honor on
the occasion.

Terming '"Pashudhan
Vyapar Mela' being held
every month at Lakhanpur
as landmark  decision,
Naveen Choudhary said the
step will help Jammu and
Kashmir in a big way to
achieve the target of becom-
ing self sufficient in milk
production. He said after
the easing out of departmen-
tal schemes dairy sector wit-
nessed gradual shift as over
ten thousand new  dairy
units have been opened in
last two years.

He said 'Pashudhan
Vyapar Mela' is aimed at to
provide best breed of live-
stock within the territory of
Jammu and Kashmir and
to save time and money of
the farmers who otherwise
have to venture out in other
states to get quality live-
stock. He said the ultimate
aim was to provide new
avenues to the farmers so
that the objective of dou-
bling farmer's income can be
achieved.

VC JU, Dr Manoj Dhar and other dignitaries releasng a book.

®m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A Dbook titled
‘Bhavna' written by Bhavna
Mahajan was released during
a function organised on
Sunday by Sanjeev Mahajan,
husband of author at Amar
Singh Club, Jammu.

Vice Chancellor, University
of Jammu, Dr Manoj Dhar
was the Chief Guest and
Chairman Team Jammu,
Zorawar Singh Jamwal and
Dr Nirmal Vinod were the
Guests of Honour. Women

Restoration of Statehood after assembly elections
betrayal with people of J&K: Bhalla

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC  Vice
President Raman Bhalla on
Sunday demanded Centre to
first grant Jammu and
Kashmir statehood and then
conduct elections.

His comments came a day
after Union Home Minister
Amit Shah assured of delimita-
tion in Jammu & Kashmir; fol-
lowed by elections and restora-
tion of statehood.

"Our demand remains that
first statehood should be grant-
ed and that should be followed
by elections," he said.

He said that the state had lost
a great lot since its division.

"We were told that the scene
in Jammu & Kashmir will
change with their decisions in
J&K; hospitals, unemployment
will be taken care of but that
has not happened at all," he
said.

As a matter of fact, we were

JKPCC \Ace Presi dent Raman Bhalla
addressing a public meeting.

far better off when it was state,
Bhalla added.

He added that even after for-
mal transition of J&K from
State to UT on October 31, the
issue of domicile safeguard and
job safety and security has been
left unaddressed. The future of
lakhs of unemployed youth is in
Jjeopardy, he added.

Bhalla said that present dis-
pensation is turning a blind eye
towards the apprehensions and
concerns of people of J&K,

especially Jammu region.

Taking a dig at Union Govt,
Bhalla claimed that Jammu
region is reeling under shortage
of various basic requirements
but Govt is unmoved.

He said Govt lacks approach
which is based on consistency,
clarity; conviction and creating
only mess making people to suf-
fer unnecessarily without any
fault of theirs.

Bhalla said that Govt in a bid
to demonstrate its powers and

authority had resorted to such
undemocratic move which was
not in tune with the concept of
liberal democracy.

He said that BJP
Government has failed to
address political and develop-
mental aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

He stated that people had
enough dose of mis-governance
in the J&K for last seven years,
saying people have realized that
they have to support Congress
which can address their issues
and fulfill their expectations.

Referring to the commitment
of Congress to regional and reli-
gious unity in Jammu and
Kashmir, Bhalla said that the
party cadre was prepared for
any sacrifice to nurture and
sustain this glorious legacy:

He said that there is a dire
need to counter the hollow poli-
cies of the BJP by exposing
them at the grass roots level.

empowerment can be defined
to promote women's sense of
self worth their ability to
determine choices and their
richt to influence social
change for themselves and
others. Bhavna Mahajan is
an example from being a star
student at college to house-
wife, entrepreneur and now
author of a book 'Bhavna/
which as per her is an expres-
sion of her life.

Dr Manoj Dhar appreciat-
ed the book 'Bhavna' and

applauded Bhavna
Mahajan's efforts besides
stressing for women empow-
erment.  Zorawar Singh
Jamwal also expressed his
views about crucial role of
women in present world.

Dr Nirmal Vinod also spoke
on the occasion. RJ Sarang
also spoke on the occasion.
The event was conducted by
Prof Sunita Pandita while
vote of thanks was presented
by Titiksha Mahajan and
Syona Mahajan.

I

~ Princi pal Secretary A& SH, Navin Kumar Choudhary
inaugurating Pashudhan Wapar Mela.

Navin Choudhary said
over 50% subsidy is being
given under all major
schemes of Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry, Poultry and
allied sectors. He said
against an allocation of Rs
10 crore for subsidy to the
farmers during last year,
this year Rs 70 crore have
been earmarked to cover
more farmers.

Secretary  Cooperatives
said Cooperative can be
instrumental in bringing
qualitative change in rural
economy. She said several
milk cooperatives have been
registered in recent times.
She appealed farmers to reg-
ister and open Cooperative
Societies in Agriculture,
Dairy and other sectors.

Deputy  Commissioner,
Kathua Rahul Yadav, also
spoke on the occasion.

Breeders from Punjab,
Haryana with variety of

breeds of Cow, Bufalloes
alongwith breeders from dif-
ferent districts of Jammu
and Kashmir besides scores
of farmers were also present.
During the fair, stalls of
Animal and Sheep
Husbandry, Cooperatives
along with farming imple-
ments and medicine stalls
from private players were
also installed.

On the occasion, Principal
Secretary gave away Rs 41,
25,000/ as scheme subsidy
cheque to the farmers under

Integrated Dairy
Development Scheme.

DDC  Vice Chairman,
Raghunandan Singh;

Director Animal Husbandry,
Doifode Sagar Dattatray;
Director Sheep Husbandry,
Krishan  Lal  Sharma;
President Lakhanpur MC,
Ravinder Sharma and BDC
Chairperson Mahanpur Raj
Singh were also present on
the occasion.

Devender Rana calls on
Lt Governor

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Devender Singh
Rana, former Legislator &
senior BJP leader on
Sunday called on
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha at Raj
Bhawan.

Rana apprised the Lt
Governor about various
issues of public importance
pertaining to the revival of
Self Help Groups of
Engineers; regularization
of daily wagers; pending
payments under MGNRE-
GA, besides other develop-
ment issues.

Discussions were also
held on important issues
like creation of new
employment avenues for
the locals;  fast-track
recruitment for govern-
ment jobs; Widow Pension

for all widows and welfare
of Covid warriors.

The Lt Governor gave a
patient hearing to the for-
mer Legislator and assured
him of due consideration of
the genuine issues project-
ed during the interaction.

The Lt Governor
observed that the present
dispensation is committed
to equitable development
and the welfare of the peo-
ple.

The ecitizen-centric poli-
cies adopted by the UT
Government have been
made more effective and
inclusive to meet the devel-
opmental needs of the peo-
ple, he added.

The Lt Governor urged
Rana to continue his
endeavours for promoting
public welfare on all fronts.

School Education Deptt to initiate re-verification
of teachers’ credentials in Valley

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: The govern-
ment will be tough against
teachers who will found guilty
of submitting fake qualifica-
tion certificates to get jobs.
The  School  Education
Department seems very keen
to start a process in this
regard very soon, as the
department has received sev-
eral complaints that many
teachers are serving on fake
qualification certificates. As a
result, School Education
Department is considering
initiating a thorough exercise
to verify degree certificates of
teaching faculty of the
Department.

An official said that the
fake certificates had been
produced by candidates at
the time of recruitment while
some managed to get such
certificates for their promo-

tions besides availing other
service benefits. "We are
receiving a lot of complaints
everyday about fake certifi-
cates obtained by teachers,
masters, and lecturers work-
ing in the department. We
have decided to verity every-
one's certificates on priority
basis," said official, adding
that the certificates get veri-
fied at the time of recruit-
ment but we want to verify
these certificates once again.

Earlier, the Directorate of
School Education Kashmir
(DSEK)  terminated a
teacher Amit Kachroo from
services after it found that he
got job on producing a fake
degree. Kachroo was appoint-
ed under Prime Minister's
Employment package.

As per the termination order
issued by DSEK, the Chief
Eduecation Officer (CEO)

reported that marks certifi-
cate of BA-III year of
appointee was re-verified from
the University of Jammu by
the Drawing and Disbursing
Officer and was found to be
fake. "Such cases raise appre-
hensions that there must be
many other people who man-
aged to get their jobs by pro-
ducing fake degree or certifi-
cates. So, we are planning to
start a major drive to get all
the certificates verified," the
DSEK official asserted.
Notably, it would be for the
third time when certificates
of in-service teaching employ-
ees would be verified for
authentication in Kashmir
valley. In August 2015,
departmental verification of
degrees of Rehbar-e-Taleem
(ReT) teachers was ordered
to crosscheck credentials of
ReTs who submitted their

certificates at the time of
recruitment. In 2018, the
department, once again veri-
fied degrees of the erstwhile
SSA  teachers after the
Government ordered their
absorption as Grade-II and
Grade-IIT teachers in the
department. But this time,
the department will verify
certificates of all teachers to
ascertain their authentieity.
The authorities are confident
that while verification process
will take time for clarification
of all doubts but on the other
side it will set things right
and bring transparency.
Common people are also in
favour of complete verifica-
tion of all credentials of gov-
ernment teachers, masters
and lecturers, who are getting
hefty salaries but their per-
formance is not as per
requirement.



