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BJP holds district working committee meetings

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Keeping in practice
to continuously review and
plan its future strategies, BJP
held working committee meet-
ings of its organizational
Districts at various places of
Jammu region on Sunday, cov-
ering 26 out of total 27 organi-
zational Districts m Jammu &
Kashmir.

Working committee meeting
of BJP Jammu West District
was led by its District
President Munish Khajuria
held at Jagat Resorts was
graced with the presence of
BJP State General Secretary
(Org.) Ashok Kaul, former
BJP State President Sat
Sharma, Mayor JMC Chander
Mohan  Gupta, Prabhari
Karan Singh, Adv. Chander
Mohan Sharma, Adv. Ramesh
Arora, Veenu  Khanna,
Prabhat Singh, Balbir Ram
Rattan, Dr. Pardeep Mahotra,
Prem Gupta, Parduman
Singh, Sanjita Dogra, Jeet
Angral, Veena Gupta, and oth-
ers were among the prominent
persons who attended the
meeting.

‘Working Committee meeting
of BJP Jammu District led by
its District President Vinay

Gupta was held at BJP state
headquarter, Trikuta Nagar
was graced with the presence of
former Dy. CM Kavinder
Gupta, former state president
Ashok Khajuria, NEM &
Headquarter Incharge Priya
Sethi, Adv. Sunil Sethi, Baldev
Billawaria, Ankush Gupta,
Kuldeep Kandhari and others.

Shakti Parihar, RS Pathania,
Pawan Khajuria, Pawan
Gupta, PuranChand and oth-
ers addressed the working
committee meeting at
Udhampur.

MP Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Sham  Sharma, Devinder
Rana, Rajinder Chib and oth-
ers addressed the working
committee meeting at Jammu
Rural. Yudhvir Sethi, Rekha
Mahajan, Jagdish Bhagat and
others addressed the working
committee meeting at
Akhnoor.

J&K BJP  Seh-Prabhari
Ashish Sood, Dr. Devinder
Kumar Manyal, Yadhvir Sethi,
Gopal Mhajanand  others
addressed the working commit-
tee meeting at Kathua.

Rajiv. Sharma,  Sheel
Magotra and others addressed
the working committee meet-
ing at Reasi. Varinderjeet

Take steps to tackle new COVID
strain efficiently: Dr Parneesh

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: As omicron vari-
ant has entered Indian
borders the need of the
time is to take necessary
steps to stop the new strain
from wreaking havoe. This
was stated by Dr Parneesh
Mahajan Convenor
Department of Training
BJP J&K in a statement
issued here on Friday.

The senior BJP leader
said that the new variant
identified as B.1.1.529 has
been declared a variant of
concern by the World
Health Organisation and
assigned the name
Omicron is slightly more
transmissible than the
Delta variant and have
reduced sensitivity to anti-
body activity induced by
past infection or vaccines
compared to how well the
antibody neutralises ances-
try virus.

He said that J&K govern-
ment should deal with the
situation proactively as in
some districts cases are
already on rise. He said

that yesterday only 89
cases have been detected in
Katra Railway Station,
which is a cause for worry
and therefore all the con-
cerned should be asked to
remain on toes to tackle
any kind of exigency with
regard to Omicron as
already two cases have
been confirmed in India.

Dr Parneesh made a fer-
vent appeal to LLG Manoj
Sinha to take all possible
steps beforehand so that
inception of this virus
should be dealt with ease
and there are no shortages
of medicines, beds, oxygen
or medicos.

He said that people sit-
ting at helm should ensure
health care facilities are
prepared, mnot only on
paper but actually
resourced with staff, per-
sonal protective equipment
and oxygen, ete. He also
asked the party cadre to be
ready for any kind of even-
tuality and repeat the work
done during the second
wave if the need arises.

Singh, Adv. Vibodh Gupta, Ab.
Rafiq Chishti, and others
addressed the working commit-
tee meeting at Poonch.

Sham Choudhary, Rajinder
Gupta and others addressed
the working committee meet-
ing at Rajouri.

Pawan Khajuria, Sunil
Sharma, Rakesh Thakur and
others addressed the working
committee meeting at
Ramban.

Shakti PArihar; Swami Raj
Parihar and others addressed
the working committee meet-
ing at Doda.

Ashish Sood, Dr. Nirmal
Singh, Dr. Devinder Kumar
Manyal, Jeevan Lal and others
addressed the working commit-
tee meeting at Basohli.

Munish Sharma, Pardeep
Parihar and others addressed
the working committee meet-
ing at Kishtwar.

Vibodh Gupta, HS Pammi
and others addressed the work-
ing committee meeting at RS
Pura. Dinesh Sharma, Capt.
Balkrishan ~ and  others
addressed the working commit-
tee meeting at Nowshera.

Chandji Bhat and others
addressed the working commit-
tee meeting at Kashmir

Displaced District.

BJP leaders, while address-
ing the meeting threw light on
the organizational matters.
They prompted all activists to
celebrate 6 party festivals with
full enthusiasm with the com-
mon masses. They also
stressed the important role of
various Morchas in the growth
of the party. They said that the
working committee acts as a
tool to review the functioning of
party units at various levels
and do the needful. They also
sought the reporting of work-
ing by Mandal Presidents and
District Morcha Presidents.

Leaders further stressed said
that BJP has a history and
tradition for raising the voice of
the common masses. They said
that BJP has done the ground-
work for meeting the aspira-
tions of all the regions of
Jammu & Kashmir and espe-
cially of those regions and sec-
tions that have felt neglected
for seven decades together.
Leaders asserted that BJP will
take all necessary steps for the
development of the region.

BJP leaders presented the
political resolution of the dis-
tricts and endorsed by all by
voice votes after discussion.

SKUAST—] celebrates World Soil Day
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Dr. J. P. Sharma, Vice Chancellor of SKUAST-Jammu and others during a programme.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Advanced Centre
for Horticulture Research
(ACHR), Udeywalla,
SKUAST-Jammu celebrated
World Soil Day under the
guidance of Dr. .J. P. Sharma,
Viee Chancellor of SKUAST-
Jammu.

More than hundred partici-
pants including farmers farm-
women, students and faculty
members attended the pro-
gramme.

In  his address, Vice
Chancellor emphasized that
soil is integral part of our lives
and under present scenario of
increasing human population
and  depleting  natural
resources, conservation of soil
health is even more important.

He directed that the soil
health cards issued to farmers
are very important and the

scientists should make all
efforts to translate the infor-
mation given on these cards
for practical utility of farmers.

He also insisted that differ-
ent government schemes must
reach the farmers and all gov-
ernment machinery should
aware the farmers about these

schemes.
Ram  Sewak, Director
Horticulture, Jammu

addressed the gathering and
assured the orchardists that
the department will always
come up with farmer friendly
schemes.

He also stressed upon the
farmers to go for high density
plantings and also to adopt
strawberry cultivation in
Jammu plains.

Dr. S. K. Tyagi, Programme
Coordinator AICRIP,
CIPHET Ludhiana told the

GGF J&K honours volunteers of Robin Hood Army

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Gandhi Global
Family (GGF), J&K on
Sunday organized a felicita-
tion function at Amar Singh
Club, here. Alok Kumar,
Principal Secretary, Youth
Services & Sports, Science &
Technology and Estates
Depts., Govt of J&K UT was
the Chief Guest.

Alok Kumar appreciated
the role of young volunteers
in making a difference in the
society especially during such
difficult time of pandemic
crises. He further said that
together we can bring the
much needed change in our
society. During the function,
50 volunteers and food part-
ners of Robin Hood Army,
Jammu were honoured by
dignitaries with certificates
and portrait of Mahatma
Gandhi, for their outstand-
ing contribution towards the
nation in the field of "Serve
the Hungry Citizens & Run
Academy for the underprivi-
leged children".

Robin Hood Army besides
serving the needy people in
hospitals, railway station,

Corporator Rajni starts lane work in Ward-00

Corporator Rajni Bala starti ng devel opment work in Ward 60.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Corporator of Ward
No: 60, Rajni Bala kick started
the work of the lane at Mohalla
Tiny Tots, Dhok Paloura here
today.

The work is being got execut-
ed through Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) and after
the completion of this lane
project, the life of the said lane
will get enhanced leaving less
scope for early dilapidation.

After inaugurating this long
pending lane project, the
Corporator Rajni Bala said
that the execution of various
works which had got stalled to
a great extent due to the ongo-
ing pandemic has now been ini-
tiated and all the works includ-
ing that of lanes, drains and
roads that had remained pend-
ing will be accomplished in a
phased manner without any
compromise with quality of

work. She asserted that special
care will be taken in the execu-
tion of different works inchud-
ing the present one so that the
quality can be maintained and
people don't have to suffer in
the future.

The Corporator also interact-
ed with the residents of the
area on the occasion who
apprised her of their problems.
She listened keenly and
patiently to them and taking
note of all the genuine
demands she assured to get
their grievances redressed at
the earliest. She asserted that
it is her duty to fight and work
for the public of her Ward. She
also appealed to the residents
of the area to become proactive
and remain vigilant about the
ongoing works in their area.
She added that more works are
in the pipeline and shall be
taken up soon in the near
future.

First-Aid Training imparted at Glrls Hostel Pouni Chak

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: First Aid Training at Girls Hostel
Pouni Chak was imparted to inmates of hostel
under the Supervision of Dwarka Nath
Sharma, by

Senior Consultant and First Aid Trainer
Jammu and Kashmir, Dr Rajinder Thappa
today imparted First Aid Training on road
accidents to the inmates of Girls Hostal,
Pouni Chak, here. The programme was held
under the supervision of Dwarka Nath
Sharma. According to World Health
Organization, Dr Thappa said, over 50 million
people are injured or disabled and over 1.2

Senior Consultant, Dr inder Thappa
imparting First Aid Training.

million people die following Road Traffic
Accident (RTA) every year.

"Providing the basic care until emergency
medical services arrive is the essence of first
aid, which will prevent a number of RTA-relat-
ed mortality and morbidity," he added.

"The golden hour, referring to the first hour
after trauma, to large extent, determines the
fate of the RTA victims," he said adding that
In certain situation, if a patient does not
receive first aid immediately, their condition
will worsen, thus affecting their future health,
quality of life, or may even result in death.
"The main goals of first aid are to preserve

inmates.

life, prevent further illness or injury, and pro-
mote recovery," he said.

"The knowledge of first aid is important for
every individual as untrained individual
attending accident vietims may sometimes
lead to further injuries,"

Dr Thappa told

He also discuss detailed demonstration on
triage, all about red, yellow and green demar-
cation of patients and what to do about dead
bodies their identities and disposal.

"Triage also done after entrance of main hos-
pitals by the Medical experts for the sake of
safety of the injured ones," he said.

Chief Guest presenting certificate to a Robin Hood
Army member.

and slum areas, have done
outstanding work by serving
ration kits to far-flung areas
of the Jammu region during
the pandemic beginning from
March 2020 onwards.

Robin Hood Army is also
holding an academy at
Greater Kailash Jammu for
underprivileged children of
slum areas. Venus Sethi is
heading the unit of Robin
Hood Army at Jammu as its
administrator.

Earlier, while welcoming
the dignitaries and people
from all walks of life,
President GGF J&K Dr. S P

BJP nominates senior
leaders as Vice-President,

Spokesperson
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JAMMU: J&K BJP
President Ravinder Raina
in consultation with senior
leaders of the party nomi-
nated senior party leaders.

Surjit Singh Slathia, for-
mer Minister has been
nominated as J&K BJP
Vice-President. Y Y
Sharma former President
Jammu Chamber of
Commerce has been nomi-
nanted as J&K BJP
Spokesperson, Colonel
(Retd.) Gurbaksh Singh
Gill as J&K BJP Convenor
Ex. Service-men Cell,
Sudhir Singh Dogra Retd.
IGP as J&K BJP Prabhari
Ex-Servicemen Cell and
Pankaj Basotra (Billawar)
has been nominated as
J&K  BJP  Executive
Member.

Varma informed the gather-
ing about the achievements
of GGF J&K COVID-19
relief and response team and
Robin Hood Army during

pandemic in Jammu &
Kashmir.
A medical camp of AYUSH

medicines was also organized
in the premises of the club
where awareness of COVID
19 SPOs was made and
AYUSH medicines were dis-
tributed among the people by
Dr. Sanjay Koul under the
supervision  of  District
AYUSH Officer Dr Suresh
Sharma.

The event was also repre-
sented by the Directorate of
Tourism where broachers of
the Department were distrib-
uted among the participants
on behalf of Director
Tourism Jammu
Vivekananda Rai.

Vote of thanks was present-
ed by Bashir Ahmed Sheikh,
GGF J&K Secretary while
the proceedings of the event
was ably conducted by Robin
Robert Gill, GGF J&K
Advisor.

The dignitaries present
were Gazanfar Ali; Director
Youth Services & Sports
J&K, M Y Kichloo, SSP,
Civil Secretariat, Jammu,
Army Veterans Lt Gen (R)
Rakesh Sharma, Maj Gen
(R) S K Sharma, Ajay
Salaan, DCPO & Executive

Secretary, = Red  Cross
Jammu, Raman Gupta,
Industrialist, Ritika
Mahajan, Committee

Member, Amar Singh Club,
Jammu and the entire cadre
of Gandhi Global Family
J&K relief & response team.
The event was concluded by
singing National Anthem.

gathering that their centre is
collaborating with SKUAST
Jammu for slow release fertil-
izer experiments. He also said
that nano technologies in soil
science holds the future.

Sohan lal Sharma, I/C
Comptroller, Dr. Pradeep
Wali, ADR, C. L. Sharma,

Joint Director Horticulture,
Sarabjeet  Singh, CHO,
Jammu along with district
SMS and other officers from
department were present.

Describing soil testing as the
imperative to soil health man-
agement, Dr. Vikas Sharma,
Head, Soil Science Division
highlighted the importance of
nurturing soil health for
improved and sustainable hor-
ticulture.

Dr. PK. Rai, Sr. Scientist
made the farmers aware of
management practices for

maintaining healthy soil and
demonstrated the use of soil
health card to the partici-
pants. Dr. Vikas Tandon,
Professor, briefed farmers
about ongoing initiatives by
Centre of Excellence,
Horticulture, ACHR for the
farmers.

Dr: Parshant Bakshi, high-
lighted the importance of
healthy soil. Dr.  Vivak
Manohar Arya  Assitant
Professor, Soil Science gave
important tips for soil test
based nutrient application in
Jammu soils, Dr. Akash
Sharma, Asst. Prof. explained
roof top gardening to partici-
pants. Dr. Sheetal Dogra,
Asst. Prof., Dr. AP Rai, Jr.
scientist and Dr. Brinder
Choudhary also spoke on the
different aspects of Soil test-
ing.

During the interactive dis-
cussion on soil health card,
participants displayed their
keen interest in soil testing
kit. Packets of bio-stimulant
and bio-fertilizers also pro-
vided the participants.
‘Winners of quiz competition
were given prices by the chief
guest. Staff of ACHR coor-
dinated the programme.

NCC pays r|bu es to Nb SubAtma Slngh

4 J&K BattaJlon NCC Offl cials honouring next of kin of
brave soldier Nb Sub Atma Singh.

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: As part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav-Vijay
Shrankhala, a felicitation
ceremony organised at
Chaudhary Park, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu under the
aegis of NCC Group HQ,
Jammu (NCC Directorate
Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh) by 4 J&K
Battalion NCC to honour
the next of kin of the brave
soldier Nb Sub Atma Singh
of 9 JAK Rif who made the
ultimate sacrifice in the
1971 Indo-Pak war fight-
ing the enemies of the
nation.

The programme was
attended by Lt Col
Mandeep Sekhon, JCOs |,

International Volunteers Day celebrated

GCI, NCOs and NCC
cadets of 4 J&K Battalion
NCC, Jammu.

The next of kin of the
braveheart Sukhdev Singh
(son), Shrimati Anita Rani
(daughter-in-law), Tanu
Jamwal (granddaughter)
and Lakshdeep Singh
(grandson), were felicitated
during the function.

The programme included
presenting of floral bou-
quets, introduction of the
next of kin to officer, JCOs,
NCOs and NCC cadets.

The "Act of Valor" of the
braveheart was read out
followed by singing of
patriotic songs by cadets.

The NoKs were presented
with a shawl and blanket.

Uppal asks volunteers to contribute in nation building

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: International
Volunteer Day was celebrated
by  Magic Bus India

Foundation in Govt Middle
School, Narwal Bala.

The Chief Guest on the occa-
sion was Tarun Uppal,
Chairperson, Nirbhay Bharat
Foundation and special guest
was Sharda Kumari,
Corporator Bahu Fort.

In his address on the occa-
sion, Tarun uppal said that the
celebration of 'International
Volunteer Day' provides an
opportunity for volunteers and
organizations to  further
enhance their efforts, share
their values, and promote their
work among their communi-
ties, non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs ), UN agencies,
government authorities and
the private sector:

Chief Guest Tarun Uppal Chalrperson NBF and others durlng a programme.

He said that since substantial
components comprises  of
youth therefore there is a need
to focus on imparting skill
development courses in conso-
nance with the evolving needs
of the job market.

He said that this would
ensure jobs and secured future
for the youth and only then
they can contribute their best

as volunteers in the nation
building. This will enable them
to ultimately volunteer for the
common future of humanity
across the globe.

The main highlight of the
event was the felicitation cere-
mony to honour the communi-
ty youth leaders namely Amit
Kumar, Tarun Kumar and
Baldev Raj.

The teachers of the school
namely Sangeeta Gandotra,
Arti Gupta and Shagufta
Bashir were also felicitated for
their outstanding services.

The foundation also acknowl-
edged the relentless efforts of
the Incharge Headmaster Dr.
Kamaljeet Kour and showered
accolades on her as a token of
appreciation.

Marine minerals key to India's future economy: Dr Jitendra
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BHUBANESWAR: Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) Science &
Technology;  Minister  of  State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences;
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh on
Sunday said that marine minerals from
coastal and ocean sources will be key to
India’s future economy.

In addition, he said, metals like nickel
and cobalt play an important role in pro-
moting renewable energy technologies
needed to fight the climate change chal-
lenges. Inaugurating the new building
facilities at CSIR-IMMT (Institute of
Minerals & Materials Technology) here,
Dr Jitendra Singh told the scientists and
students that IMMT is a R&D Lab of
national importance in minerals and
materials technology under the aegis of
CSIR to address the problems of indus-
try for their sustainable development.

Dr Jitendra said that India has
emerged as one of the frontline nations
in marine scientific research under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and now

actively engaged in exploring the
resourceful ocean bed for meeting the
country’s future energy and metal
demands. He said, the "Deep Ocean
Mission" initiated by the Modi govern-
ment heralds yet another horizon to var-
ious resources to enrich the "Blue
Economy”.  Dr Singh said that steps
are being taken for close coordination
and collaboration between IIMT and
NIOT (National Institute of Ocean
Technology), Chennai for accelerated
progress in developing India’s blue econ-
omy and harnessing its ocean resources.
He said, efforts are on for development
of suitable technologies for effective min-
ing of some of the deep-sea mineral
resources and exploitation of gas
hydrates resources. It may be recalled
that in October this year; the Minister
launched India's First Manned Ocean
Mission Samudrayan at Chennai to
carry out deep ocean exploration of the
non-living resources such as polymetallic
manganese nodules, gas hydrates,
hydro-thermal sulphides and cobalt
crusts, located at a depth between 1000
and 5500 meters. Dr Jitendra said that

over the last seven years, the main thrust
of R&D at CSIR-IMMT has been to
empower Indian industries to meet the
challenges of globalization by providing
advanced and zero waste process know-
how and consultancy services for com-
mercial exploitation of natural resources
through the public- private-partnership
(PPP) approach. He said that such
engagement and the technological inter-
vention provided to industry has made
CSIR-IMMT, the first choice for many
of the minerals and extractive metallur-
gy based industries. It is also carving out
a niche in processing of advanced mate-
rials for greater value addition and work-
ing on resource use efficiency of critical
raw materials, he added. The Common
Research and Technology Development
Hub (CRTDH) has been established at
CSIR-IMMT by the joint effort of
CSIR-IMMT and Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(DSIR), Government of India in order
to provide, technological solution, to
mentor entrepreneurs/startups, along-
side facilitating incubation of startups.
Its primary objective is to nurture and

promote immovations in MSMEs and
provide them R&D or knowledge-based
support in the area of new materials,
chemical processes ete. Currently, under
the CRTDH program, many collabora-
tive projects with Metallurgical/Agro/
Boiler/Electronic/Minerals-
MSMEs/Start-ups, focusing on develop-
ment of new materials, coatings, agro-
waste to wealth (K-enriched fertilizer),
electronic waste to wealth (recovery of
precious metals) ete are being undertak-
en. It has provided more than 4 number
of technological solutions to agro and
metallurgical/minerals industries and 10
know-hows related to fighting against
COVID like sanitizers, liquid soap, disin-
fection kits ete. to around 14 MSMEs
since its inception.

Transmission Electron Microscope
(TEM) is a high-end characterization
equipment which has been procured to
create an advanced characterization
facility in order to augment R&D activi-
ties of the institute with latest develop-
ments. It is capable of evaluating mate-
rial structures, phase composition, and
texture ete at nanoscales.
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