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SWD verifies safety of all COVID orphans, CS reviews functioning of Deptt

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Chief Secretary,
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta on
Monday chaired a meeting to
review the functioning of the
Social Welfare Departments
and achievements under vari-
ous schemes.

Commissioner/  Secretary,
Labour &  Employment
Department, Administrative
Secretary, Social ~Welfare
Department, along  with
Mission Director, Integrated
Child Development Scheme
(ICDS), Mission Director,
Integrated Child Protection
Scheme (ICPS), and concerned
HoDs participated in the meet-
ing. It was informed that the
Department has conducted a
comprehensive  verification
drive and found the orphans of
COVID victims (693) to be
safe. The Chief Secretary
directed the Department to get
all eligible children registered
for assistance from the Central
Government.

It was further informed that

Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta chairing a meeting.

the ICPS has so far registered
102 Child Care Institutions
(CCIs) and is running a
helpline number 1098 to ensure
necessary assistance to minor
children who are in need of care
and protection.

The Chief Secretary directed
the Department to ensure that
all residential homes for minor
children obtain required regis-
trations before 31st December
2021 after which no such home
will be allowed to function with-
out complying with the
Government norms and guide-
lines. Further, the Department
was asked to undertake an
extensive THC campaign to

Chairman ASSOCHAM calls on Atal
Dulloo, submits Pre-budget suggestions

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: ASSOCHAM J&K
Council on Saturday submit-
ted pre-budget suggestions to
Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief
Secretary, Finance
Department J&K in a meeting
at Civil Secretariat on Monday.
Manik Batra, Chairman,
ASSOCHAM J&K Council
briefed  Additional  Chief
Secretary about the issues
being faced by the trade and
Industry of Jammu and
Kashmir and shared some sug-
ge%tlon for the upcommg budg-

trial units in J&K to make
operations more viable and
competitive," said Manik
Batra. "We also request the
government to grant Free Hold
Rights to the wunits in
Industrial areas. This will help
the unit holders to avail better
credit facilities from financial
institutions and will also be a
good source of revenue for the
Government as well," he added.

ASSOCHAM also discussed
about GST refunds, Access to
Finance, Reservation to locals
in land allotments, Power tariff
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et. "J&K is a land locked union
territory, most of the raw mate-
rial is procured from outside
the UT and finished goods are
again sent out to different
states this makes the cost of
operations high. We request for
a freight subsidy for all indus-

and development of new indus-
trial estate.

Additional Chief Secretary
gave patient hearing to
ASSOCHAM and assured
that the suggestions given by
ASSOCHAM will be consid-
ered in the upcoming budget.

popularize the child helpline
1098 to facilitate reporting of
cases of child neglect and cases
of children in need of assis-
tance.

The Department was also
asked to evaluate the number of
children in street situations and
upload the survey details on the
Bal Swaraj portal within 1
week; to be subsequently pro-
vided with assistance as per
directions from the Supreme
Court of India. Under Poshan
Abhiyaan being run by the
ICDS, it was informed that
growth monitoring devices have
been given to all the Anganwari
Centres and growth parame-
ters of targeted children are
being monitored through the

Poshan Tracker portal on a
real-time basis. The Chief
Secretary  directed  the
Department to operationalize
all non-functional Anganwadi
Centres, besides opening new
Centres, as per the sanction
given by the Government of
India, within one month. The
Department was also asked to
ensure that all Anganwadis
have functional toilets, water
connections, and Poshan
Vatikas. Moreover,  the
Department shall focus on pro-
viding Government accommo-
dation to at least 4,300 Centres
in the next financial year
through convergence with
MGNREGA, District CAPEX
and PM Adarsh Gram Yojana
in consultation with the PRIs
and develop these centres as
hub of various activities. The
Chief Secretary emphasized
making important Government
buildings accessible to the dif-
ferently-abled persons and sen-
ior citizens under the Sugmya
Bharat Abhiyan by construct-
ing ramps, hand grills, and lifts
in a time-bound manner:

Dr. Mehta entrusted the
Labour &  Employment
Department to encourage the
private establishments with
more than 50 workers with a
special focus on brick kilns; to
open up créche facilities and
provide proper facilities for
drinking water and sanitation
to the workers and employees.

Further, the Chief Secretary
directed the Department to
open at least one each of Child
Care Institute, Nari Niketen,
and Old Age Home at each dis-
trict for providing required
assistance to the targeted popu-
lation. The Department was
asked to saturate all individual
beneficiary schemes including
pension, scholarships, and PM
Matru Vandana Yojana.

The Chief Secretary also
reviewed the preparatory works
on the rollout, of the Prevention
of Child Rights Aet, 1955;
SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities
Act, 1989; and State Action
Plan for Senior Citizens, which
are being implemented for the
first time in Jammu and

Kashmir:

59th Annual Raising Day of

ADGP Commandant General HG/CD & SDRF J&K
Danesh Rana posing with officers and volunteers.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: 59th  Annual
Raising Day of

Homeguard/Civil Defence was
organized at SDRF 2nd Bn

Hqrs.  Gulshan  Ground
Jammu. Danesh  Rana,
(ADGP) Commandant

General HG/CD & SDRF J&K
congratulated all on the occa-
sion of Raising Day and high-
lighted the duties and responsi-
bilities of Homeguard and Civil
Defence volunteers as first
responders during disasters
and pandemic like situations.
He also praised the role and
assistance of the Civil / Police
Administration during the pan-
demic COVID-19. Smt. Nisha

Shiv Sena demands appointment
of trainers in open air gymnasm

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir unit of Shiv Sena has
questioning the opening of open
air gymnasia by the Jammu
Municipal Corporation in every
ward of Jammu ecity without
appointing trainers and care-
takers and terming it as a sheer
waste of public money:

In this regard dozens of Shiv
Sainiks led by the Party State
Unit President, Manish Sahni
staged a strong protest outside
the Jammu Munieipal
Corporation Office.

Sahni said that opening an
open gym without a trainer is a
waste of public money. More
than 50 gyms have been opened
in Jammu and 25 more gyms
are being opened.

Sahni said public wants to
know under whose orders and
under what strategy crores of
rupees are being invested
which is a sign of corruption
and should be investigated.

Sahni said that setting up of
a gym without the appointment
of a trainer and caretaker is a

Shiv Sena activists raising slogans during a protest.

waste of public money, which
should be stopped immediately.
He said, "We had heard about
schools sans teachers or a
health center without a doctor,
but we are now hearing for the
first time about gyms without
trainers."

Moreover even Corona SOPs
and CAB are being openly vio-
lated in these open air gymna-
sia and the same is quite dan-
gerous in the prevailing sce-
nario, he added. Manish Sahni
made a fervent appeal to the
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha to look up the matter
besides ordering appointment

of trainers and caretakers for
all the JMC established open
air gyms. Meanwhile the Shiv
Sainiks also submitted a mem-
orandum in this regard to the
JMC Commissioner.

On this oceasion president
mehila  wing  Meenakshi
Chibber, Chaiman Rakesh
Gupta , Gen Secretary Vikas
Bakshi , GI Singh ,Vice
President Sanjeev Kohli,
Balwant Singh, Sandeep
Bhagat President Youth
Binni Mahajan, Secretary
Parveen Gupta, Rajesh
Handa, Sumeet Abrol and
many others were present.

Nathyal- IPS, I/C DIG
HG/CD & SDREF Jammu
highlighted the achievements of
Civil Defence volunteers/war-
dens and Homeguard volun-
teers in J&K UT.

During the event, greeting
messages of His HExcellency
President of India, Prime
Minister, Home Minister,
Lieutenant Governor J&K UT
and senior dignitaries of GOI
and UT administration were
also read. Randhir Singh, Staff
officer (Trgs.), G.Ii Sharma,
Staff officer (Admn.), Dy.SsP
of Homeguards & Civil Defence
alongwith wardens of Civil
Defence and  Voluntary
Homeguards personnel partici-

Homeguards/C1v1l Defence celebrated

pated in the function.

Officers and officials of
SDRF were also present on the
occasion. Annual Raising Day
was also organized in Kashmir
Srinagar by  Haseeb-ur-
Rehman, I/C Director CD &
SDRF Kashmir Srinagar and
Shri Firdous Igbal, Divisional
Commandant Homeguards
Kashmir Srinagar.

Randhir Singh presented the
vote of thanks.

Reacting to inter-faith marriage in Zanskar, LBA-LGA
demand girl be taken to Zanskar for investigation

m STATE TIMES NEWS
LEH: Executive members and
many members of the Ladakh
Buddhist Association (LLBA)
Central Working Committee
(CWC) held a meeting under
the chairmanship of senior vice
President Chhering Dorjey at
the LBA Headquarter on
Monday to discuss about the
current situation arisen out of
the recent incidence of alleged
conversion case in Zanskar:

The meeting accused the
Administration of the Union
Territory of Ladakh for alleged-
ly failing to produce the girl at
Zanskar as demanded by the
LBA and the people of
Zanskar:

"LBA strongly feels that the
UT administration should play
a positive role to diffuse the sit-
uation and should also create a
conducive atmosphere to return
the girl to her parents and com-
munity in the best interest of

LBA Senior Vice Prestdent Chhermg Dorjey
addressing media.

maintaining communal harmo-
ny in Ladakh," LBA said in an
official handout, adding that it
also expects that the Muslim
community to play a genuine
role in order to maintain the
harmonious relations existing
between  communities  in
Ladakh.

Later; addressing media at
LBA | Chhering Dorjey, on
behalf of the Ladakh Buddhis

Association and the Ladakh
Gonpa Association, urged con-
cerned authorities that the girl
and the boy be taken back to
Zanskar as the incident had
happened in Zanskar for inves-
tigation. "If the administration
feels that it will create law and
order issue in Zanskar, then
they should be brought to Leh,
the headquarter of the UT
administration," Dorjey added.

Sangram Sena expresses concern on illegal
settlement of Bangladeshis, Rohingyas

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: A meeting of Sangram Sena Jammu
and Kashmir was held at its Head Office Dewan
Mandir Jammu on Monday under the chair-
manship of R K Raina, President and Kapil
Sharma, President Dogra Liberation Front
Jammu. A number of executive body members
of both the organizations were present on the
occasion. During the meeting, grave concern
was expressed over illegal settlement of
Bangladeshi, Rohingyas and other foreigners in
Jammu region, thereby posing a threat for
Raina said that successive leaders
of Jammu never cared for Jammu but instead
have sold interests of Jammu for their benefits.
Allowing Bangladeshis, Rohingyas ete to settle

Jammuites.

in Jammu city is suicidal for Jammu and will

prove dangerous for entire J&K. It is proper
time to fight collectively and repatriate
Bangladeshis and others back to their countries,
he added, urging the Governor and their Advisor
to initiate positive steps in this regard failing
which Jammuites will be forced to come on
streets and fight for the cause of Jammu.

Others present on the occasion included Dr
Rampal Sharma President Dogra Liberation
Front, Rajesh Banathia Chief Organiser,
Bhushan Gupta Chief Advisor; Raju Jamwal
President Ward No 8, Dr A K Chopra District
Jammu President, Rajesh Langer President
‘Ward No 10, Shiv Kapoor, Vishal Singh, Arjun
Singh, Ravi Singh and Sudhir Padha.

Central Zone of JKNC pays tributes to
Dr. Ambedkar on death anniversary

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Central Zone of
Jammu Kashmir National
Conference today paid rich
tributes to the architect of
Constitution of India, Baba
Saheb Dr. Bhim Rao
Ambedkar on his 66th
death anniversary.

Babu Ram Paul, former

minister and President
Central Zone (Jammu,
Samba, Kathua) of

National Conference along-

Court grants interim bail to
JE in bribery case

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Special Judge
Anti-corruption (CBI Cases)
Sanjeev Gupta granted inter-
im bail to Junior Engineer,
Sanjay Koul who was caught
red-handed by CBI while
aceepting a bribe of Rs 3 lakh.
As per reports filed, the case
was registered on basis of a
complaint made on November
29, 2021 by one Mohd Adiem
Parihar alleging demand of
bribe of Rs 3 lakh at the
hands of accused Hilal
Ahmad Sheikh, serving as
Superintendent  Engineer,
PWD (R&B), Circle
Udhampur-Reasi for process-
ing the file related to technical
sanction of a project awarded
to the complainant through
tender for construction of
Medical ~ Sub-Centre in
District Reasi in 2017-2018,
of which complainant had
executed some part. However,
during negotiation, accused
Hilal Ahmad Sheikh agreed
to aceept Rs. 1.5 lakh as bribe
to be paid to his Technical
Officer and  remaining

Restore old pension scheme: NOPRUF-]JK

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: National Old
Pension Restoration United
Front Jammu and Kashmir
(NOPRUF-JK) on Monday
held a conference on the
awareness of pension at Brig.
Rajinder Singh Auditorium
University of Jammu, the
National President of the
organization (NOPRUF), B
P Singh Rawat graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.
The conference was organ-
ised by NOPRUF- JK under
the leadership of it's UT
President Gulzabair Daing
and UT General Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Sharma.
Hundreds of government
employees, falling under New
Pension Scheme (NPS) from
different government depart-
ments of Jammu and
Kashmir attended the confer-
ence. It is pertinent to men-
tion in January 2004 a new

privatised pension scheme
(NPS) was introduced by
government in Center for
government employees and
likewise in Jammu and
Kashmir it was introduced in
January 2010.

"However employees are
completely unhappy with
NPS because it is totally not
at par with OPS in terms of
it's benefits", as claimed by
NOPRUTF leaders.

"The NOPRUF a national
level organization of NPS
employees under the leader-
ship of its National President
B P Singh Rawat is running
a countrywide campaign for
the demand of restoration of
Old Pension Scheme (OPS)
for the government employ-
ees in all states and UTs of
the country, because they
claim that NPS is full of
flaws and not suitable for
post-retirement life of an

employee", reads the press
statement issued by
NOPRUF-JK. The leaders
raised their voice against the
New Pension Scheme and
appealed the authorities at
national level as well as the
authorities at UT level to
restore old pension scheme.
"If it wasn't restored in near
future, the organization will
gear up its agitation all
across the country to mount
the pressure on government
for the same, claimed the
leaders".

The leaders who spoke on
the occasion are Mrignayani
Slathia  (National  Vice-
President NOPRUF' Female
Wing), Dr.  Nirmala
(National Advisor), Sampath
Kumar Swamy (National
Advisor), Dr. Purushotham
(State President Telangana),
Gulzabir Daing (President
JKNOPRUF), Dr. Rakesh

Chib  (Chief  Convenor
JKNOPRUF), Sanjeev
Kumar (Vice-President
JKNOPRUF), Rajesh
Kumar Sharma (General
Secretary  JKNOPRUF),
Azad Hussain ( Social Media
& IT Incharge JKNO-
PRUF), Er. Umar Farooq
(Publicity Secretary JKNO-
PRUF), Sh. Sakoon Manir
(Secretary JKNOPRUF),
Omkar Singh Parihar (Chief
Organiser JKNOPRUF),
Upasana  Singh  (Chief
Advisor JKNOPRUF'), Smt.
Jyoti Bandral (Jammu
Province President
NOPRUF), Ranjeet Somriya
(Jammu Province Social
Media & IT Incharge
NOPRUF), Raman Sharma
(District Jammu President
NOPRUF), Leaders of dif-
ferent departments of J&K
UT and NPS Employees of
J&K UT.

amount be paid later on after
receipt of bill amount. The
complainant told accused
Hilal Ahmad Sheikh that he
cannot arrange Rs 1.5 lakh in
cash and stated that some
cash and remaining amount
by cheque will be arranged.
Reportedly CBI laid a trap at
PWD Guest House at
Udhampur on December 2,
2021 and graft amount of Rs
40,000 in cash and a cheque
of Rs 1,10,000, total Rs 1.5
lakh, lying in an envelope
which was kept in a bag by
petitioner, was recovered,
which was aceepted by him
from complainant on behalf of
accused Hilal Ahmad Sheikh
on instructions of accused
Predhimen Krishan Koul.
Petitioner, having been arrest-
ed on spot on December 2,
2021 was remanded to cus-
tody by CBI for custodial
interrogation. Presently, peti-
tioner is on judicial remand.
Special ~ Judge  Anti-
corruption (CBI Cases)
Sanjeev Gupta after hearing
both the sides observed that
keeping in view medical
issues related to the peti-
tioner pointed above, but
without commenting on
merit of matter, I am of the
considered opinion that peti-
tioner has made out a case
at this stage for grant of
interim bail in his favour.
The petition is accordingly
allowed and the petitioner is
admitted to interim bail,,
who shall be released from
custody on furnishing surety
and personal bonds in an
amount of Rs. 50,000 each,
subject to conditions that
petitioner shall report to
investigating officer for
being further associated
with investigation as and
when required, the petition-
er shall not try to influence
prosecution witnesses and
the petitioner shall not leave
the jurisdiction of the court
without prior permission
from I0. Court further
ordered that any breach of
either of the conditions shall
warrant cancellation of bail.

with other office bearers of
the zone paid floral tributes
to Dr. B.R Ambedkar on his
death anniversary also
known as 'Mahaparinirvan
Diwas'.

‘While speaking on the
occasion Ram Paul said
that Dr. B.R Ambedkar
fought for economic and
social empowerment of
Dalits in the country and is
fondly remembered as
Babasaheb. He said that
Baba Sahed was also
among the seven members
of the "drafting committee"
who prepared a draft of the
Constitution of the inde-

pendent India and is known
as the architect of the
Constitution.

Known for his great influ-
ence in India in eradicating
the social scourge of
untouchability, Ambedkar
also served as the Minister
of Law and Justice in the
first cabinet of Jawaharlal
Nehru from 1947 to 1951,
Paul added. He said that
Babasaheb Ambedkar dedi-
cated most of his life to
empowering and voicing
concerns for the downtrod-
den. He also played a cru-
cial role in promoting gen-
der equality. Ram Paul said

that apart from drafting
the Constitution,
Babasaheb played a signifi-
cant role in the formation of
the Reserve Bank of India.
The Central bank was
formed on the concept pre-
sented by Babasaheb to the
Hilton Young Commission.
He said that Baba Saheb
converted to Buddhism in
1956 at a ceremony held
in Nagpur. Ambedkar's
admirers consider him as
influential as Lord
Buddha, which is why his
death anniversary is cele-
brated as
Mahaparinirvana Divas.

Ravinder questions Govt for failure to hold
elections to left-out structure of BDCs, DDCs

'Set-up anti corruption mechanism for PRIs as per 73rd amendment

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC Chief
Spokesperson  Ravinder
Sharma has questioned
the government, why it has
failed to hold elections to
the complete structure of
the DDCs and BDCs even
after lapse of more than
one year and two years
respectively, to the heads
of these bodies.

Ravinder said that the
important committees of
the DDCs, as provided in
the Panchayat Raj Act,
could not be constituted
even after around one year
of DDC elections while the
offices of BDC vice chair-
persons were not filled up
through elections after
over two years of BDCs
elections.

"The structure of DDCs

and BDCs are incomplete
without the filling up of
these important offices, as
a result their functioning is
lop sided and deprives the
elected DDC members
especially opposition to be
part of the planning, devel-
opment, implementation
and especially monitoring
process," he said adding
that the Act provides for
the Constitution of various
committees of DDCs from
amongst members of the
DDCs to be elected to
these committees, to per-
form the assigned func-
tions.

In the absence of elec-
tions and constitution of
these committees, he said,
their role is mainly played
by the government officials
and DDCs are not able to

perform their functions.

Sharma said that the anti
corruption mechanism and
structure as provided in
the JK law as per the 73rd
amendment is too missing,
which is very unfortunate
as the complaints against
misuse of powers and
misutilization of huge
funds need to be investi-
gated on regular basis.

In the absence of proper
and independent mecha-
nism at present executors
are the investigators, he
added.

He demanded that the
government should hold
elections to the left out
structure of DDCs and
BDCs without further
delay and set up anti cor-
ruption mechanism at each
levels.

RMPS bags overall trophy of 4th
District-level Kick- Boxmg C'shlp

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Students of RM
Public  School (RMPS)
brought laurels to the insti-
tution at recently conclud-
ed 4th District level Kick-
Boxing championship.

The competition, which
was organized by Jammu
Distriet Kick-Boxing
Association under the ages
of Kickboxing Association
J&K recognized by
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Govt. of India,
saw more than 200 partici-
pants from various schools
and clubs of the district.

The school team, which
consisted of around 50 stu-
dents, bagged the overall
trophy under the guidance
of coach Nardeep Singh
whose training and guid-
ance helped them to win a

Students of RMPS lifting 4th Dlstrlct Zevel chk Boxlng
championship overall trophy.

total of 46 medals which
include 16 gold, 12 silver
and 18 bronze.

Ajay Verma MD Nice
Gem, Chief Guest and
Gaurav Chopra,
Corporator Ward no 28,
Special Guest presented
the medals and trophy to
the school team.

The Director of the
School, Rakshan Mengi

congratulated the students
saying that "The sports are
important part of the cur-
riculum as they help shape
the character of the stu-
dents. The school is elated
at the excelling perform-
ance of its students."

The Vice Principal Kaajal
Bhasin also applauded the
performance of the stu-
dents.



