
CDS Gen Rawat...
and student officers of the staff course when the fatal accident happened.
Group Captain Varun Singh SC, Directing Staff at DSSC and the sole survivor, was

undergoing treatment for injuries at the Miltary Hospital, Wellington, IAF added.
Earlier, the Nilgiris Collector SP Amrith confirmed to PTI that 13 persons were

killed in the crash while there was one survivor.
The IAF said a Court of Inquiry has been ordered into the accident, involving a Mi-

17VH helicopter which took off from the Sulur IAF Station in nearby Coimbatore.
While the helicopter took off around 10.30 am on Wednesday, the Coonoor Fire
Station received a call at 12 noon, following the accident, official sources said.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin, who left for Coonoor, expressed shock over
the accident.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh briefed Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi about the crash and the IAF chief has been asked to reach the site.

Singh also visited the residence of Rawat in the national capital and spoke to his
daughter.

The prime minister-led Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) was briefed about the
crash and top cabinet brass expressed condolences on the death of General Rawat.

Besides Prime Minister Modi, the meeting was attended by Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, official sources said.

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval, Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister PK Misra and Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba also attended the meeting, in
which the CCS members were briefed about the tragic incident.

According to accounts of official sources and a local eyewitnesses here, the helicop-
ter was flying at a low altitude in the foggy conditions when it crashed into a valley
near Coonoor, before falling through trees. Fire engulfed the helicopter by the time it
crashed on the ground.

Although it brushed a house during its fall, there was no human casualty or injury
since the residents were not at home. The building suffered damage in the episode.
Two persons, who were ablaze, fell down from the helicopter, Perumal, an eyewitness
said. 

The helicopter carrying Rawat and others had left Sulur IAF station around 10.30
am on Wednesday and was supposed to land at DSSC in Wellington at
Udhagamandalam about an hour later. However, the Coonoor fire station received a
call about the mishap around noon.

The helicopter crashed in the Katteri-Nanchappanchathram area near here in the
hilly Nilgiris district.

The copter crashed in the forest area, reducing trees to pieces of logs and ashes due
to resultant fire, even as the local people turned first responders to try and save the
injured. However, they could not help the victims due to the raging flames and
informed authorities. Apparently, a major tragedy was averted as the helicopter fell at
some distance away from the human habitation, averting possible mass casualties.

The accident site was a scene of despair with flames from the helicopter engulfing
the wooden logs resulting in billowing smoke and personnel scurrying to douse the fire,
including using buckets and water hose. What seemed to be some charred bodies were
also seen lying around. Rescue personnel apparently picked up charred, severed limbs
strewn around.

The mangled and burnt remains of the IAF copter were strewn along the accident
site which remained out of bounds for civilians.

Earlier in the day, Chief Minister Stalin in a tweet, said "I am deeply shocked & dis-
heartened on hearing the army chopper with CDS General Bipin Rawat and 13 oth-
ers has met with an accident near Coonoor."

Meanwhile, police and defence sources said a wreath-laying ceremony is slated at
The Madras Regimental Centre (MRC), Wellington on Thursday, where Stalin and
other top officials, including IAF Chief VR Chaudhari, are expected to participate.
Post the event, the mortal remains will be taken to Coimbatore and later flown to New
Delhi from there, the sources added.

‘Nation has lost...
at a hospital. President Kovind said it was deeply painful for him to learn of the loss

of lives in the helicopter crash in Tamil Nadu.
"I join fellow citizens in paying tributes to each of those who died while performing

their duty. My heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families," he tweeted.
"I am shocked and anguished over the untimely demise of General Bipin Rawat and

his wife, Madhulika ji. The nation has lost one of its bravest sons. His four decades of
selfless service to the motherland was marked by exceptional gallantry and heroism.
My condolences to his family," the president said.

Vice President Naidu said he was deeply shocked by the tragic death of Rawat, his
wife, senior officials of the armed forces and others in the helicopter crash in Coonoor.

"I spoke to the Hon'ble Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh and conveyed my deep
anguish. My thoughts & prayers are with the bereaved family members in this hour of
grief," Naidu said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he is deeply anguished by the helicopter crash
in which "we have lost General Bipin Rawat, his wife and other personnel of the armed
forces".

"They served India with utmost diligence. My thoughts are with the bereaved fami-
lies," he said.

Hailing Rawat as an "outstanding soldier", Modi said he was a "true patriot" who
greatly contributed to modernising the armed forces and security apparatus.

"His insights and perspectives on strategic matters were exceptional. His passing
away has saddened me deeply. Om Shanti," he said in a series of tweets.

"As India's first CDS, General Rawat worked on diverse aspects relating to our
armed forces including defence reforms. He brought with him a rich experience of
serving in the Army. India will never forget his exceptional service," Modi said.

Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi condoled the death of General Rawat, his
wife and others in the crash in Tamil Nadu and said it is an unprecedented tragedy.

"I extend my condolences to the family of General Bipin Rawat and his wife. This is
an unprecedented tragedy and our thoughts are with their family in this difficult
time," Gandhi said on Twitter.

"Heartfelt condolences also to all others who lost their lives. India stands united in
this grief," he said.

Expressing deep anguish over General Rawat's death, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said his untimely demise is an irreparable loss to the armed forces and the coun-
try.

"Deeply anguished by the sudden demise of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat, his wife and 11 other armed forces personnel in an extremely unfortunate hel-
icopter accident today in Tamil Nadu," Singh tweeted.

"His untimely death is an irreparable loss to our armed forces and the country," the
defence minister said.

Singh said General Rawat had served the country with exceptional courage and dili-
gence.

"As the first Chief of Defence Staff he had prepared plans for jointness of our armed
forces," he said.

Home Minister Amit Shah said it was "very sad day" for the nation as "we have lost
our CDS, General Bipin Rawat Ji" in a very tragic accident.

"He was one of the bravest soldiers, who has served the motherland with utmost
devotion. His exemplary contributions & commitment cannot be put into words. I am
deeply pained," Shah said.

"I also express my deepest condolences on the sad demise of Mrs Madhulika Rawat
and 11 other armed forces personnel. My thoughts are with the bereaved families. May
God give them the strength to bear this tragic loss. Praying for the speedy recovery of
Gp Capt Varun Singh," the home minister said.

Several politicians, including senior ministers, also condoled the loss of lives in the
chopper crash.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said India will always remain grateful to General
Rawat for his impeccable service to the nation at the most crucial moments.

Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha expressed shock over the tragic
death of General Rawat.

"Deeply shocked at (the) tragic demise of chief of defence staff General Bipin Rawat,
his wife and 11 other armed forces personnel...The nation has lost one of its bravest
sons, Lt Governor Sinha said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Farooq Khan,  while conveying sympa-
thies with the bereaved family, said that with untimely demise of General Rawat, the
country has lost an outstanding soldier whose contribution towards modernising our
armed forces and security apparatus will always be remembered.

Due to his exceptional abilities the country excelled on diverse aspects relating to our
armed forces including defence reforms, maintained the Advisor.

Director General of Police, J&K, Dilbag Singh also condoled the sad demise of
General Bipin Rawat and other who killed on crash.

DGP in his message has said that General Bipin Rawat's untimely death is an
irreparable loss  to the country and  added that General Rawat served the country with
utmost professionalism and courage. He said that his contributions in protecting the
interests of the country will always be remembered.

Singh has expressed his sympathy with the bereaved families who lost their dear ones
in  the tragic incident and prayed for eternal peace of the departed souls.

Former Legislator and Sr. BJP Leader, Devender Singh Rana expressed shock and
grief over the tragic demise of Chief of Defence Staff, his wife and others, describing
it as an irreparable loss to the Nation.

"No words are enough to pay homage to the great soldier, whose services will form a
golden chapter of Indian Military history", Rana said while conveying his condolences
to the bereaved family.

He also wished for speedy recovery of injured Group Captain Varun Singh and
expressed solidarity with the families of other army personnel who lost their lives in
this unfortunate accident.

JKPCC President G A Mir and other senior leaders expressed great shock over the
tragedy and loss of precious lives.

The party leaders conveyed heartfelt condolences to the family members and entire
ranks of forces as well as the nation. 

Prominent those who mourned the loss of lives include Mula Ram, Raman Bhalla,
Ravinder Sharma, Yogesh Sawhney, Kanta Bhan, Th Balbir Singh, Rajnish Sharma,
Th Manmohan Singh, Th Hari Singh, Gurdarshan Singh, Udey Chib, Satish Sharma,
Kuldeep Verma, Shashi Sharma, Sanjeev Panda, Manjit Jatt, Karan Bhagat, Ram
Saroop Sharma, Prem Singh and several others.

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief ministers -- veteran Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad and National Conference leader Omar Abdullah -- also condoled the death
of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat.

"It's very sad & shocking to hear about the demise of Chief of Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat, his wife and other Armed Forces personnel in the unfortunate helicop-
ter accident today. It's an irreparable loss to the country. I pray to Almighty that their
souls may rest in peace," Azad said in a tweet.

Omar Abdullah said, "Condolences to the families of General Rawat & the others
killed in the helicopter crash earlier today. May their souls rest in peace."

Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi, his Haryana counterpart Manohar
Lal Khattar, SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal, former chief minister Amarinder
Singh and Union Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal have expressed deep anguish over
the death of General Bipin Rawat, his wife and 11 others in the helicopter crash.

Rajasthan Governor Kalraj Mishra, Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and former Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje also condoled the deaths. 

CCS briefed about...
Rajiv Gauba also attended the meeting, in which the CCS members were briefed

about the tragic incident.
The sources said the top cabinet brass expressed condolences on the death of General

Rawat. Separately, Chief of Army Staff General MM Naravane briefed the defence
minister about the crash and related issues. The defence minister also visited General
Rawat's residence and spoke to his daughter.

The CDS was on his way to the Defence Staff College in Wellington when the heli-
copter crashed near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu. The Indian Air Force (IAF) said a Court
of Inquiry has been ordered into the accident.

29 Patwaris transferred...
been posted to PH Khairi, Tehsil Bishnah; Shashi Kumar, Office Patwari, Niabat

Mandal, Tehsil Mandal has been posted to PH Flora Nagbani, Tehsil Marh
vice Mohd Ashraf, who has been posted to PH Baspur, Tehsil Suchetgarh; Deepak
Kumar Sharma, PH    Naugran II, Tehsil Bishnah has been posted to PH Chibba,
Tehsil Nagrota; Vishal Bhagat, PH Laswara, Tehsil Bishnah has been posted to PH
Bahu, partially Tehsil Bahu vice Sushil Sharma, who has been posted to PH Gharota,
Tehsil Bhalwal; Vikas Bali, PH Prahladpur, Tehsil Mandal has been posted to Office
Patwari, Niabat Mandal, Tehsil Mandal; Arvind Manyal, PH Chak Kirpalpur, Tehsil
Akhnoor to PH Prahladpur, Tehsil Jammu South; Davinder Kumar, Office Patwari
Akhnoor shall hold additional charge of PH Chak Kirpalpur. Mohd Rafiq, PH
Maralian, Tehsil R S Pura has been posted to PH Rakh Dhok, Tehsil Jourian vice
Sanjeev Kumar, who has been posted to PH Kanachak, Tehsil Marh; Ajay Kumar,
Office Patwari, Niabat Miran   Sahib,  Tehsil   R  S Pura shall hold charge of PH
Maralian, Tehsil R S Pura. Sunil Kumar, Office Patwari Bishnah shall hold addition-
al charge of PH Salehar, Tehsil Bishnah; Pranav Dev Singh, PH Bain   Bajalta, Tehsil
Jammu shall report to Deputy Commissioner's office for further posting. Mohd
Bashir, PH Chowadhi Tehsil Bahu has been posted to PH Deoli, Tehsil Bishnah;
Padam Dev Sharma, PH Jindrah Tehsil Dansal has been posted to PH Chowadhi,
Tehsil Bahu;  Sajjad Ali Zia, PH Kanyala Tehsil Dansal shall hold additional charge
of PH Jindrah Tehsil Dansal.

Asif Ali, PH Gharota has been posted to PH   Bain   Bajalta   Tehsil Jammu; Anoop
Singh, PH Khairi Tehsil Bishnah has been posted to PH Surinsar Tehsil, Jammu. He
shall hold additional charge of PH Aithem, Jammu.

Ravinder Kumar, PH Kharah Tehsil Kharah has been posted to PH Akhnoor Khas,
Tehsil Akhnoor; Mohd Akram, PH Akhnoor Khas Tehsil Akhnoor to PH Laswara
Tehsil Bishnah; Varun Dogra, PH Suchetgarh  presently attached in DC office to PH
Hakkal,  Partially Tehsil Jammu  South;   Mohd Altaf, awaiting orders of posting to
PH Jagti, Tehsil  Nagrota; Shakti Kumar, PH Chak Mulo, Tehsil Suchetgarh to PH
Naugran II; Mohd Younis, PH Pariah, Tehsil Suchetgarh shall hold additional charge
of PH Chak Mulo, Suchetgarh.

Vishal Sharma, PH Chibba Tehsil Nagrota has been posted PH   Muthi   Tehsil
Jammu   North;  Vikas Khajuria, PH   Rathana   Tehsil   R   S Pura to PH Bishnah
Khas, Tehsil Bishnah; Mohd Sultan, PH Aithem Tehsil Jammu to PH Kharah, Tehsil
Kharahballi. 

No Govt order...
has informed that no such order has been issued," he stated.

He was asked if the J&K administration has issued orders under which journalists
can be stopped from reporting if their work threatens peace and public tranquility, and
which directs unauthorised/unregistered journalists to complete their registration or
obtain approval of the administration before they can be allowed to perform their
duties.

Three LeT terrorists...
Village Rakhma, the spokesman said.
Terrorist Haseeb Yousuf was also involved in several terror crime cases in the areas

of Kulgam," he said.
The spokesman said incriminating material and arms and ammunition including one

AK-74 rifle and two pistols were recovered from their possession. All the recovered
materials have been taken into case records for further investigation.

Inspector General Police, Kashmir congratulated the joint teams for carrying out
operation in professional manner without any collateral damage.

Police have registered case under relevant sections of law and investigation has been
initiated. "People are requested to cooperate with Police till the area at encounter site
is completely sanitized and cleared of all the explosive materials, if any", the police
spokesperson said.

Kansal posted as...
and Managing Director, J&K Power Corporation Limited in addition to his own

duties.
Mandeep Kaur, IAS (AGMUT:2004), Commissioner/Secretary, Planning

Development and Monitoring Department has been transferred and posted as
Commissioner/Secretary, Department of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj;
Prerna Puri, IAS (AGMUT:2006), awaiting orders of adjustment in the General
Administration Department has been posted as Secretary, Information Technology
Department relieving Amit Sharma, JKAS of the additional charge.

Sushma Chauhan, IAS (AGMUT:2009), Administrative Secretary, Higher
Education Department has been transferred and posted as Administrative Secretary,
Planning, Development and Monitoring Department.

J&K reports 151...
till date. Besides, 55,107 COVID tests have been conducted in last 24 hours.

Till date 4693883 persons have been enlisted for observation which included
4181persons in home quarantine including facilities operated by government, 1639 in
isolation and 429506 in home surveillance. Besides, 4254441 persons have completed
their surveillance period.

Providing district-wise breakup for positive cases reported today, the Bulletin said
that Srinagar reported 47 cases, Baramulla reported 18 cases, Budgam reported 14
cases, Pulwama reported no cases, Kupwara reported 06cases, Anantnag reported
01case, Bandipora reported 06 cases, Ganderbal reported 15cases while as Kulgam
and Shopian reported no fresh cases for today.

Similarly, Jammu reported 22 cases, Udhampur reported 01case, Rajouri   report-
ed 02 cases, Doda reported 01case, Kathua reported 04cases, Samba reported 04,
Poonch reported 09cases,Reasi reported 01 case while as Kishtwar and Ramban
reported no fresh cases for today.

The bulletin further informs the general public that they can contact helpline num-
bers 0191-2520982/2674444/2674115/2674908/2549676 in Jammu Division and
0194-2440283/2430581/2452052/2457313/2457312 in Kashmir Division for any
kind of guidance and assistance.

DM Jammu notifies...
tested and any refusal in this regard shall invite action including filing of FIR under

relevant provisions of Disaster Management Act," the order stated adding that the
Tehsildar Bahu shall be the overall incharge for enforcement of Micro Containment
SOPs in the notified zone.

"Chief Medical Officer, Jammu shall ensure deployment of sufficient teams for sam-
pling and surveillance of the designated zones. He shall ensure contact tracing of pos-
itives and their testing as per the SOP," the order stated adding that the District
Control Room shall monitor strict home and medical isolation of all positives reported

from the zones twice on a daily basis.
Any violation of this order shall invite punitive action under section 188 of Indian

Penal Code and other relevant sections of Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 and the
Disaster Management Act, 2005, it added.

75 vehicles used...
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, DGP J&K has accorded sanction for seizure

of this vehicle, the spokesperson said.
He said a total of 75 vehicles, mostly four-wheelers and two-wheelers, have been

seized under the UAPA this year.

Terror funding: Court...
from various authorities and statements of accused was recorded, he told the court.

The ED also attached several properties during the investigation.
According to the ED, the accused persons, in connivance with co-conspirators and

associates, carried out several terrorist acts, raised, collected and received funds from
Pakistan through different medium for its expenditure and distribution to active
cadres of HM and other terrorist outfits, purchase of material used for explosives and
terrorist acts and abetment of terrorist acts.

96 civilians, 366...
children, living in Kashmir have moved to Jammu region.
"These families are of govt. employees, many of whom, move to Jammu in winter as

part of movement of officials and the winter vacation in educational institutions," the
minister stated.

Replying to another question, Rai said a total of 96 civilians, 81 security forces per-
sonnel and 366 terrorists were killed in Kashmir since the repeal of Article 370 till this
November.

J&K gets 14...
administrative department H&ME, NHM and the team of health institutions being

monitored by Additional Chief Secretary, Health and Medical Department, Vivek
Bhardwaj, he added.

Pertinently, the DNB courses have been introduced in District Hospitals and new
Government Medical Colleges besides old GMCs and SKIMS in order to strengthen
the institutions, decongest the GMCs and address the shortage of specialists in J&K.
The DNB courses are expected to drastically improve the healthcare services in far
flung districts of the UT besides improving services in the tertiary care institutions.
This is also expected to bring down the referral from the far flung districts to already
overburdened tertiary care institutes of J&K.

J&K tired of...
steadfast and raise our voice for our rights.

You have to play a role in making Jammu and Kashmir prosperous again, he told
his party workers. 

Abdullah supported the demand for 27 per cent reservation for other backward
classes in public sector employment and higher education. He said the BJP adminis-
tration may be waiting for the elections to declare reservation.

He also called for the empowerment of women and said fast paced development can-
not be achieved unless the women are empowered to stand on their feet and given the
position they deserve.

Marginal improvement in...
1.4 degrees Celsius. Qazigund, the gateway town to the valley, recorded minus 1.6

degrees Celsius, while Kokernag recorded a low of minus 1.4 degrees Celsius, officials
said. 
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NIA Court awards 9 years imprisonment
to Pak terrorist

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  Special Judge NIA Srinagar, Manjeet Singh Manhas awarded nine
years rigorous imprisonment to Pakistani terrorist Mohammad Zubair Illahi
alias Talha, son of Mohammad Sadiq, resident of 104-ML, Multan, Pakistan.

Special Judge NIA Srinagar Manjeet Singh Manhas also acquitted Bashir
Ahmad Mir @ Haroon Bhai, son of Mir Zaman Mir, resident of Dachi Uri, at
present Dedikadal, Shaheed Gunj, Srinagar; Syed Mukhtar Hussain Shah,
son of Syed Mohd Hussain Shah, resident of Nambla, Uri at present
Hamdania colony, Bemina, Srinagar; Pradeep Singh, son of Bopinder Singh,
resident of Check, Kansipora, Baramulla as prosecution has failed to bring
home the guilt and prove charges beyond any shadow of doubt.

According to case, on March 13, 2013 Police Station Parimpora received a
docket from I/c Police Post Bemina to the effect that while complainant was
busy in deploying IRP personnel for law and order duty at Bemina Chowki
near Police Public school at 10 AM in morning, and CRPF personnel of 73
BN FCoy was kept reserve in ground of Police Public School for law & order
duty where besides CRPF personnel some children were playing cricket. In
the meantime, at 10.30 AM, complainant heard sound of firing and blasts in
ground on which complainant rushed to spot and found that armed terrorists
have entered the ground of Police Public School and started indiscriminate
firing on CRPF personnel of 73 Bn present in the ground. The police and
CRPF officers after hearing the firing also rushed to spot and during retali-
ation two terrorists were killed. Due to firing of terrorists, five CRPF person-
nel also got martyred besides some personnel got injured along with some
civilians. The injured were referred to hospital for treatment. In fact terror-
ists after hatching criminal conspiracy with intention to serve their motive
made a suicide attack on CRPF party and caused loss to sovereignty of the
country. The killed terrorists were found armed with illegal arms and ammu-
nition and same was recovered from them on spot.

Special Judge NIA Srinagar Manjeet Singh Manhas, while convicting
Pakistani terrorist observed that it has been proved by prosecution beyond
any shadow of doubt that he is a resident of Multan, Pakistan and has
crossed/entered in Indian territory illegally and without any valid documents,
as such, is hereby held guilty for the commission of Offence under section 14-
A, (b) Foreigners Act, 1946. In the statement of accused, recorded under sec-
tion 342 of CrPC , he   has   clearly   and   categorically stated that he is a
resident of Multan, Pakistan and said statement has been made part of file
and accused has not been able to place any valid paper/document for entering
into this country i.e. Union of India, in his defence, nor the accused has been
able to prove the fact by way of any kind of evidence that he had not entered
the territory of this country for executing Unlawful Activities. "As such,
accused is hereby held guilty under section 13-B of UAP Act, 1967 and
awarded sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for a period of five (5) years for
commission of offence under section 14-A, (b) of Foreigners Act, 1946 and a
fine of Rs 10,000. The accused is further sentenced to rigorous imprisonment
for a period of four years for the commission of offence under section 13-B of
UAP Act along with a fine of Rs 5,000. In default of payment of fine, accused
shall undergo further imprisonment for a period of three months. In view of
aggravating and mitigating circumstances both the sentences shall run con-
secutively. The period of imprisonment already undergone shall be set-off
against the sentence imposed herein.

The government is hereby directed to make arrangement for deportation of
accused namely, Mohammad Zubair Illahi to his native country after comple-
tion of the period of sentence, provided he is not required in any other case,"
the Court directed.

BIS holds 'Conserve to Preserve' campaign
to save natural resources

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: To save natural resources and stop pollution, Banyan International
School (BIS) organised a cam-
paign 'Conserve to Preserve' at
Bahu Plaza in association with
IDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis
Bank and Indus Sind Bank. 

On the occasion, students of
Banyan International School
made an effort to convey mes-
sage of their campaign to save
energy, fuel, resources besides
controlling pollution through a
short programme which began
with a dance performance fol-
lowed by a song and a short-skit.
The main objective of the cam-
paign was to make people aware about saving energy, fuel, oil-renewable resources
and to gel ideas for controlling pollution. Speaking on the occasion, Principal of the
school said expressed gratitude towards the participants for sparing their precious
time to participate in the noble campaign along with school faculty and children. He
urged everyone to contribute actively for conservation of environment besides tak-
ing effective measures to contain the pollution. 

Students presenting skit during the event.


