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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Saturday said his administra-
tion is committed to take concrete meas-
ures for the welfare of the families of
those who laid down their lives fighting
terrorism in the Union Territory.

Sinha urged society, enlightened citi-
zens, business organisations and corpo-
rates to come forward and support the
government to create a system which
provides ample opportunities to the
dependents of the fallen personnel.

The Lt Governor was speaking at a
function after inaugurating a Digital
Skill Development programme for the
wards of slain policemen to generate
sustainable livelihood at J-K Police
Public School here.

The initiative under Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) by Indus Towers
Limited is a tribute to bravehearts of
Jammu Kashmir Police who made the
ultimate sacrifice for the country.

"I pay my humble tributes to those
immortal heroes who sacrificed their
lives in order to promote the lives of oth-
ers. J-K Police, Army, Central Police
Forces have made significant contribu-
tions in nation building. Let us all
together take a pledge to discharge our
duty towards the families of our martyrs
and strengthen our resolve to work for

their well-being," Sinha said.
He reiterated his administration's

commitment to take concrete measures
for the families of the fallen personnel so
that they may live a life of comfort and
dignity.

"The welfare of the families of those
who served and protected the country's
integrity and sovereignty will always be
the top priority of the government,"
Sinha said.

"A grateful and thankful society must
collectively support the government to
create a system which provides ample

opportunities to the dependents of the
martyrs," he added.

The Lt Governor asked Indus Towers
Limited to ensure 100 percent place-
ments of children who are enrolled in
the skill development training.

Skill development programme must
have an overarching impact on econom-
ic independence of the trainees, he said,
adding it should be followed by Job
placement and self-employment.

Highlighting the significance of equip-
ping the youth with market-driven
skills, the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Nearly 87 lakh pil-
grims have paid their obei-
sance at the famous Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine atop
Trikuta hills so far this year,
the highest in the past nine
years, an official of the
shrine board said on
Saturday.

The inflow of the pilgrims
is expected to pick up further

in the coming days as the
year draws to close, the offi-
cial said, hoping that the fig-
ure may surpass 90 lakh by
the end of December.

"Till December 6 this year,
86.40 lakh pilgrims visited
the cave shrine for the bless-
ings of Mata Rani - a mani-
festation of the Hindu moth-
er goddess, Durga or Adi
Shakti - which is highest

annual figure in the past nine
years," a shrine board official
told PTI.

He said about 13,000 pil-
grims on an average are vis-
iting the shrine at present on
a daily basis but the number
is likely to go up in the com-
ing weeks ahead of the new
year celebrations. The offi-
cial said the highest 

J&K registers 12 pc
growth in GST

collection for Nov 2022
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir has recorded 12
percent growth in GST rev-
enue collection for the month
of November, 2022 com-
pared to the same month last
year, against the National
average of 8%percent as per
the figures released by the
Union Ministry of Finance.

Speaking about this devel-
opment, Additional
Commissioner State 

Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
likely to be next HP CM
STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu who headed the
Congress campaign commit-
tee in Himachal Pradesh is
likely to be the next chief
minister, party sources said
on Saturday.

The sources said the party
high command has cleared
the name of Sukhu, the
MLA from Nadaun, for the
top job.

He is likely to be elected as
the Congress Legislature
Party leader at a meeting

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The residence
of Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) terrorist 'commander'
Ashiq Nengroo was demol-
ished by the authorities in

Pulwama district on
Saturday, officials said.

The two-storey house at
New Colony in Rajpora had
come up on state land,

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is at its
lowest ebb and the Jammu
region almost cleared of the
menace due to the pro-active
approach of security agencies
along with the cooperation of
people, Director General of
Police Dilbag Singh said on
Saturday.

He said police, along with
other security forces, are
frustrating on a daily basis
the Pakistani conspiracies to
disturb the peaceful atmos-
phere in the Union Territory.

"If you take into account
the facts and figures, the mil-
itancy has reached its lowest
ebb (in Jammu and

Kashmir). Barring one dis-
trict where three to four ter-
rorists are active, the rest of
nine districts in Jammu
region are militancy-free,"
Singh told reporters on the
sidelines of a function here.

He said 2022 proved a
most successful year for the
security agencies in their
fight against terrorism. The
situation is such that the new
recruits are forced to think
10 times whether the path
they are going to tread is
worth a selection or rejection,
he added.

"We are also counselling the
young boys and making them
understand the conspiracies
being hatched by Pakistani
agencies that are enjoying
the bloodshed in Jammu and
Kashmir. They have bled J-K
over the past 30 years and
time has come to understand
their strategy, shun the

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi is going
to spend eight days during
the concluding phase of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra' in
Jammu and Kashmir, Senior
party leader and Rajya
Sabha member Rajni Patil
said on Saturday.

Patil, AICC in-charge J-K
affairs, said Gandhi is
expected to enter the Union
Territory in the third week of
next month and appealed to
the people as well as political,
social and NGOs to "join the
yatra which is above politics
and meant to unite hearts for
the benefit of the nation".

"Gandhi is going to spend
eight days in Jammu and
Kashmir -- four days each in

Jammu and the valley --
after reaching here in the
third week of January. The
date and route were not
finalised so far," Patil,
flanked by senior party lead-
ers including J-K Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent Vikar Rasool Wani, told
reporters here.

Earlier, she held a series of
meetings with senior party
leaders including former leg-
islators and ministers in
preparations for the smooth
conduct of the yatra in J-K.

Asserting that the Gandhi-
led historic yatra has gener-
ated a "good atmosphere" in
the country, Patil said the
yatra has nothing to do with
politics and the party is 

STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Hitting out
hard at the opposition party
governments in the past,
Union Minister Dr Jitendra
Singh said here today that
Udhampur and other hill
regions were neglected
because of the appeasement
policy followed by successive
governments headed by
National Conference (NC)
and Congress whose priority
was vote bank consideration
and who made it a point to
convey the message that
their plans of development
were not meant for such dis-
tricts or regions from where
they did not expect such
votes.  

Addressing a mammoth
BJP public rally here today
Dr Jitendra Singh said,
Udhampur did not get its
due and was always discrimi-
nated  against because it was

always a stronghold of erst-
while Jana Sangh and then
Bharatiya Janata Party, but
ever since Narendra Modi
took over as Prime Minister
in 2014, he has made it clear

that all those regions which
did not receive due attention
in the past governments will
be developed at par with the
other developed parts of the
country.  

It will be a subject of analy-
sis for the future historians,
said Dr Jitendra Singh, as to
why many of the projects
taken up during the last 8 to
9 years were not even consid-
ered by the earlier govern-
ments.  Citing an example, he
said, for instance, River
Devika has flown through
Udhampur for centuries and
so many generations were
born and raised by its banks
but it was only during

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The National
Invest igat ion
Agency has put
up posters in
many parts of
Kashmir seek-
ing information
about four ter-
rorists of The
R e s i s t a n c e
Front (TRF), a
front organisa-
tion of the pro-
scribed terror
outfit Lashkar-
e-Taiba, officials
said on
Saturday.

The four terrorists, includ-
ing two Pakistani nationals,

are wanted by the NIA in
connection with a conspiracy

to radicalise, motivate

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court directed Registrar
General of High Court to
decide and notify seniority
of Selection Grade District
Judges in tune with rules
and application of J&K
Higher Judicial Service
Rules, 2009 and as settled
by the Supreme Court.
High Court further direct-
ed that the decision for
notifying seniority shall be
taken expeditiously, not
later than two months and
while deciding and finaliz-
ing the seniority, the
affected parties, if any,

shall also be heard. DB
further directed that till
the seniority is finalized,
the grant of super time
scale shall defer.

This landmark order has
been passed in a petition
filed by Tahir Khurshid
Raina presently posted as
Special Judge Anti-
Corruption Jammu.

In the petition, petitioner
seeking quashment of
order impugned bearing
No. 928/C.S dated
16.10.2018 issued by
Registrar General whereby
private respondents, who
are District Judges under
promotion quota, have

been placed in the
Selection Time Scale of
J&K Higher Judicial
Services w.e.f., 01.12.2017
and 01.08.2018 respective-
ly, in utter violation of J&K
Higher Judicial Service
Rules, 2009 and settled
position of Law laid down
by Supreme Court of India
besides seeking direction to
the official respondent to
consider case of petitioner
for grant of Selection
Grade.

Division Bench of
Jammu & Kashmir High
Court Comprising Chief
Justice Ali Mohammad
Magrey (now retired) and

Justice Rahul Bharti on
December 5, 2022 after
hearing both the sides
observed that when this
matter was taken for con-
sideration and while hear-
ing the appearing counsel
for the parties, Sr. Adv
Rahul Pant with Advocates
Faheem Showkat Bhat and
Khalid Bhatti appearing
for the petitioner submit-
ted  that seniority of the
Judicial Officer of J&K
Higher Judicial Service is
not being finalized and
Registrar General has not
adhered to Schedule-B of
the J&K Higher 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The ongoing
conflict in Ukraine that
began in February has
brought to focus the need
for making preparations
for prolonged wars
instead of short and swift
operations, Air Chief
Marshal V R Chaudhari
said on Saturday.

In an interactive ses-
sion at the AajTak
Agenda programme, Air
Chief Marshal Chaudhari,
replying to a question on his
force's operational readiness
in case of requirement, said,
"IAF's preparations have
been to be able to deliver
weapons of our choice at the
time of our choosing."

Navy Chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar said his force is

focusing on doing away with
obsolete norms and prac-
tices, adding the possibility
of a tri-services rank system
is also being examined.

"We are studying what are
the practices which are not
relevant. We are thinking of
making some changes in the

ranks. For example, we are
also considering why not

change the
ranks and the
possibility of
making it a
common tri-
services sort of
rank/nomina-
tion," he said.

"Among our
sailors, we have
a rank of petty

officer. What is petty? Why
should it be a petty officer.
Above him, there is a chief
petty officer. Why should it
be chief petty officers? We
can give a good name to
them. Similarly, there are old
rules which are not

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Higher reaches
of Kashmir received fresh
snowfall for the second day
on Saturday even as the min-
imum temperature rose and
stayed above the freezing
point at most places in the
Valley, officials said.

The middle and higher
reaches of Jammu and
Kashmir received light to
moderate snow, they said.

Gurez, in north Kashmir's
Bandipora district, received
five inches of snow, Keran
and Machil, in Kupwara,
three inches each, Sinthan
Pass four inches and Mughal
Road four inches, the offi-
cials said.

The famous ski-resort of
Gulmarg recorded four inch-

es of fresh snow and
Sonamarg tourist resort in
central Kashmir's Ganderbal
district six inches, they
added.

The minimum temperature
across the valley, except in
Gulmarg, stayed above the
freezing point owing to a
cloud cover, the officials said.

Srinagar recorded the min-
imum temperature of 2.8
degrees Celsius.

The mercury in Pahalgam
tourist spot in south
Kashmir settled at a low of
1.2 degrees Celsius, the offi-
cials said.

They said Qazigund -- the
gateway town to the valley --
recorded a low of 2.8 degrees
Celsius, while the

Committed to take concrete measures
for welfare of martyrs’ families: LG

JeM ‘commander’ Ashiq Nengroo’s
house demolished in Pulwama

DB defers grant of super-time scale to Selection Grade
District Judges till finalization of seniority

J&K: NIA puts up posters seeking
info about four terrorists

Udhampur neglected because of NC, Cong
appeasement policy: Dr Jitendra

Terrorism at its lowest ebb in J&K;
Jammu region almost cleared: DGP

Rahul to spend 8 days during concluding
phase of Bharat Jodo Yatra in J&K: Cong

Need to focus on preparations
for prolonged wars: IAF Chief

Snowfall in higher reaches of
Kashmir; minimum temp rises

Vaishno Devi pilgrimage footfall
in 2022 highest in 9 years

LG Manoj Sinha speaking during an event held at J&K Police Public School,
Miran Sahib on Saturday.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh addressing a public rally
of BJP at Udhampur on Saturday.  

Dr Sourabh appointed
Asstt Prof, AIIMS Delhi

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Son of the soil, Dr
Sourabh Agstam, son of Prof
Suram Chand, resident of
Barrian, District Udhampur
brought
l aure l s
to the
U n i o n
Te r r i -
tory on
b e i n g
gett ing
appoint-
ed as
Assistant Professor,
Department of Cardiology,
AIIMS New Delhi.

Dr Sourabh Agstam has
been a brilliant student right
from the beginning and
secured positions in Classes
10th and 12th. He qualified
all National Level exams in
first attempts at younger
age, done his studies from
top National Level
Institutes, MBBS from
Banaras Hindu University,
MD Medicine from AIIMS,
DM Cardiology from
PGIMER Chandigarh, 

Authorities demolishing JeM terrorist Ashiq Nengroo's
house at Pulwama.  
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