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20 vehicles seized for illegal mining

Our endeavour to increase impact of governance,
reduce interference of Govt; Modi

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said it has
always been his govern-
ment's  endeavour  to
increase the impact of gov-
ernance and reduce the
interference of the govern-
ment in every citizen's life.
Modi said his government
is striving tirelessly to
make the ecosystem trans-
parent and faster by sim-
plifying procedures and
processes at every level.
In his message on
'Second Sushasan Saptah'
(good governance week) to
be observed from
December 19 to 25, the
prime minister said his
government has taken var-
ious citizen-centric initia-
tives, including redressal
of public grievances, online
services, disposal of serv-
ice delivery applications
and good governance prac-

tices.

"It has always been our
endeavour to increase the
impact of governance, but
reduce the interference of
government in every eciti-
zen's life," he said.

Modi said the scrapping
of thousands of unneces-
sary compliances, repeal-
ing of thousands of outdat-
ed laws and decriminalisa-
tion of many kinds of
minor offences are major
steps towards this end.

Guided by the principle

ISI-run drug nexus busted with
arrest of juvenile girl from Mendhar

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Security agencies
have busted a Pakistan ISI-
run narcotics trafficking
racket with the arrest of a
school-going girl living along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir, official
sources said Thursday.

The juvenile, a student of
class ten, lives in a village
ahead of the LoC fence in the
Mendhar sector of the
Poonch district and has been
apprehended with 400 grams
of "suspected heroin" in a
joint operation conducted by
the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on
‘Wednesday.

The agencies have been
informed about another
cache of drugs that the juve-

CBSE warns students
against fake website

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Central
Board of Secondary
Education Thursday warned
students and parents against
a fake website of the board
and asked them not to make
any payments on the portal
for downloading admit cards
for class 10 and 12 exams.

"It has come to the notice
of the board that certain
unscrupulous elements have
created a website resembling
the official CBSE
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NC wants India to have good
relations with neighbouring

countries; Omar

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: National
Conference  (NC)  Vice
President Omar Abdullah
Thursday said his party
wants India to have good
relations with its neighbour-
ing countries including
China and Pakistan.

Abdullah's remarks came
amid tension on the border
with China in
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nile allegedly hid in a ditch
near her house even as her
questioning is going on, the
sources said.

The security agencies have
also identified a Pakistani
"handler", Ashaiq, who
reportedly used to visit the
juvenile's house to hand over
the narcotics to her for fur-
ther supply to school-going
students and youngsters liv-
ing in the adjoining villages
near the LoC.

A number of Indian habita-
tions are located ahead of the
India-Pakistan LoC fence,
also known as the anti-infil-
tration  obstacle system
(ATOS), in Jammu and
Kashmir and intelligence
agencies have reported that
Pakistanis living on the
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of 'citizen first', he said
technology has immense
potential to bring the gov-
ernment and citizens clos-
er.

"Today, technology has
become a powerful tool to
empower citizens, as well
as a medium to optimise
transparency and account-
ability in day-to-day func-
tioning," the prime minis-
ter said in a message dated
December 12.

Through various policy
interventions, he said, "We

are strongly marching
ahead towards digital
empowerment of citizens
and digital transformation
of institutions".

Modi said the people have
resolved to build a glorious
and self-reliant India dur-
ing 'Amrit Kaal' of next 25
years.

"The government's role is
to complement the people's
resolve by being an enabler
in their efforts. Our role is
to increase opportunities
and remove obstacles from
their path," the prime min-
ister added.

He expressed hope that
the Second 'Sushasan
Saptah' will help in fur-
thering good governance at
every level. "It is particu-
larly pleasing to note that
this  year  too, the
"Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore'
campaign continues to be a
part of good governance
week," Modi said.

Website : www.statetimes.in, Email: statetimes1@gmail.com

J&K Bank Board appoints
GM Sudhir Gupta as

Exec Dir for 3 years

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In a significant
development, J&K Bank's
Board
h a s
appoint-
e d
General
Manager
Sudhir
Gupta as

Executive Director (ED) for
a period of three years. The
Bank's board announced the
decision in their meeting
held yesterday soon after
receiving the approval from
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

Commenting upon the
development, MD & CEO
Baldev Prakash said, "T wel-
come the decision and con-
gratulate Mr. Gupta on join-
ing the Bank's board. While
augmenting the presence of
Bank's management in the
board with his knowledge
and experience, I think his
induction will
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Ramnagar Club lifts Women’s
Volleyball trophy

LG Manoj Sinha during a meeting with Union Power Minister R.K. Singh
and senior officials of Power Ministry at New Delhi on Thursday.

LG meets Union Minister, seeks higher
power allocation to J&K

= STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha had a meeting on Thursday with Union
Minister of Power and NRE R.K. Singh at

Delhi.

Power Secretary, Alok Kumar and other
senior officials of the Ministry of Power and
New & Renewable Energy were also present.
Various measures required to ensure uninter-

J&K Govt constitutes committee to frame export
policy for UT's agricultural commodities

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: In its endeavors to
boost agricultural export
from the U'T, the Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Thursday constituted an
expert committee to formu-
late a comprehensive Export
Promotion Policy for identi-
fied potential exportable
agricultural commodities.
The primary assignment of
the committee would be to
develop commodity specific
export promotion recommen-
dations which inter alia shall
include strategic and opera-
tional aspects of the export.
Besides, it shall provide all
necessary technical inputs to
Agriculture Production
Department within a set
timeline of one month for

finalization and implementa-
tion on ground.

The main objective of the
Export Promotion Policy
would be to increase annual
agricultural exports from
current Rs 190 crore to Rs
3000 crore over next 5 years.
Besides, the policy would
promote brand "J&K" for its
pristine agro-climatic condi-
tions, uniqueness and near
organic quality. It would also
diversify the UT export base
and thereby empower farm-
ers with adequate export
opportunities. The policy
would create an ambient
ecosystem for export agricul-
tural commodities from J&K.

The policy would lay
emphasis on bringing a para-
digm shift in the approach

Sincere efforts should be made to bring
corrupt public servants to book: SC

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Observing
that sincere efforts should be

"In the event the com-
plainant turns hostile or has
died or is unable to let in his

nor does it result in an order
of acquittal of the public ser-
vant," the bench said.

made to bring corrupt
government officials to
book, the Supreme Court fe
on Thursday said a public §*
servant can be convicted &
of the charge of illegal
gratification in a corrup- §
tion case on the basis of [
circumstantial evidence
even when there is no direct
oral or documentary proof.

The top court said even if
direct evidence of the com-
plainant is not available,
owing to death or other rea-
sons, there can be conviction
of the public servant under
the relevant provisions of
law.

evidence during the trial, the
demand of illegal gratifica-
tion can be proved by letting
in the evidence of any other
witness either orally or docu-
mentary evidence or the
prosecution can prove the
case by circumstantial evi-
dence.

"The trial does not abate

20 names recommended for HC judges returned to
SC Collegium for reconsideration: Govt

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has "referred back" 20
names recommended for
appointment as high court
judges to the Supreme Court
Collegium, Parliament was
informed on Thursday:.

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
said as on December 9,
against the sanctioned
strength

1,108 judges, 777 were
working in the 25 high
courts, leaving a vacancy of
331 (30 per cent).

"Against 331 vacancies at
present, 147  proposals
received from various high
courts were at various stages
of processing between the
government and the
Supreme Court Collegium,"

he said in a written response
to a question in the Rajya
Sabha.

Further recommendations
from high court collegiums
are yet to be received in
respect of 184 vacancies, the
minister pointed out.

On November 29, PTI had
reported that the govern-
ment had asked the Supreme
Court Collegium to reconsid-
er 20 files related to the
appointment of high court
judges, including that of
advocate Saurabh Kirpal
who has candidly spoken
about his gay identity.

The government had
expressed "strong reserva-
tions" about the recommend-
ed names as it sent back
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A five-judge
| Constitution bench head-
ed by Justice S A Nazeer
# said complainants as
d well as the prosecution
§ should make sincere
efforts so that corrupt
i public servants are
brought to book and con-
victed so the administration
and governance become
unpolluted and free from cor-
ruption.

"In order to bring home the
guilt of the accused, the pros-
ecution has to first prove the
demand of illegal gratifica-
tion and the
Hl CONTD ON PAGE 9

from mere harvesting and
selling of produce at local
level to a demand driven sup-
ply activity with focussed
attention on GI tagging, pro-
cessing, stringent quality
control, international certifi-
cations, traceability, brand-
ing and marketing of the pro-
duce. The diverse agro cli-
matic conditions of J&K have
resulted in development of
niche crops offering adoption
of holistic approach for pro-
motion of  agricultural
exports. This shall help the
growers in finding post-har-
vest solutions at better prices
within or near the production
belt.

Furthermore, the document
inter alia shall also focus on
market access initiative

JKLSA cancels Junior Legal
Assistants’ recruitment exam

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu &
Kashmir Legal Services
Authority (JKILSA) has can-
celled the examination for
the post of Junior Legal
Assistants which was con-
ducted on November 13,
2021, officials said.

In a notification by
Member Secretary M.K
Sharma, the authority stated
that it has given the sanction
to cancel the examination
conducted on Saturday,
November, 13, 2021 for the
post of Junior Legal
Assistants.

"The Notification No.01 of
2021 dated 08.03.2021 for
the posts of Liegal Assistants
and Junior Legal Assistants
is also cancelled, " it said.
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through assistance by Export
Promotion Organizations,
Trade Promotion
Organizations, National
Level Institutions, Research
Institutions, Universities,
Laboratories and Exporters
eteetera for enhancement of
exports by accessing new
markets or by increasing the
share in the existing mar-
kets. DBesides, assistance
shall also be extended in
establishing quality control
setup, national/international
certifications, GI, transport
and marketing assistance
and all other prerequisite
shall be duly taken care of for
identified Agriculture
Products like apple, basmati
rice, walnut, almond, cherry,
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rupted power supply and improve power

infrastructure in the Union Territory of J&K
were discussed.
The Lt Governor requested higher power

allocation to J&K. Union Minister of Power

and NRE R.K. Singh assured to examine this
request and take early action.

The Lit Governor also shared the efforts of
the UT Government
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India’s longest escape tunnel on

Banihal-Katra rail link complete

IATRIZNE /|

S.P Mahi, CAO, USBRL Pojct, Norte
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rn Railay along

with his team of officials and staff members after
completion of tunnel work at Banihal.

= STATE TIMES NEWS

BANTHAL/JAMMU: The
12.89 km tunnel, which is
the longest escape tunnel of
India, on the 111 km under-

construction Banihal-Katra
railway line in Jammu and
Kashmir was completed on
Thursday, officials said.
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NCSC directs replacement of HoD Surgery GMC, Jammu
HC stays order of National Commission for

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: In a significant
order of wide public impor-
tance, a Single-Judge Bench
of Justice Wasim Sadiq
Nargal of High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh stayed the operation
of Order number E-Office

No. NCSC-
SSW2055/5/2022-US-
(SSW) in  File No.

S20/Jammu-1/2021/SSW-11
dated 10.11.2022, passed by
the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC),
Government of India, New
Delhi  whereby National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes had directed the
Administrative Secretary to

CS launches SWAGATAM to provide hassle-free

entry to visitors

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Chief
Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta on Thursday
launched the online Visitor
Management System called
SWAGATAM at Srinagar
Civil Secretariat in presence
of Administrative Secretaries
to ensure easy and hassle
free entry of visitors to both
Secretariats at Jammu and
Srinagar. The system shall
enable a person to schedule a
meeting in advance for
redrassal of his genuine
grievances.

On the oceasion, the Chief
Secretary observed that the
system was overdue and was
one of several initiatives in
furtherance of digital J&K.

n.. .I

at

Civil Sect

online Visitor Management System at Srinagar.

He complimented the whole
team of GAD, for developing
the management system in
consultation with IT, Estates
and Police Departments. He
underscored the need for
maximizing the satisfaction
level of visitors by ensuring
quality outcome of their vis-
its.

Dr Mehta also impressed

upon the officers to evaluate
the requests of applicants as
per laid down norms for effi-
cient use of time and
resources. He enjoined upon
them to give hearing to all
the visitors who are provided
online passes and devise a
proper mechanism regarding
the same. He told
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Scheduled Castes

Government of Jammu and
Kashmir, Health  and
Medical Education
Department to make Dr
Sanjay Kumar Bhasin as
Head of  Department,
Department of Surgery,
Government Medical College,
Jammu besides seeking per-
sonal appearance of the
Administrative  Secretary,
Health and Medical
Education Department with
a further direction to file up-
to-date Action Taken Report
(ATR) and all relevant docu-
ments including relevant
case files, case-dairies ete. to
facilitate the hearing.

The Court directions were
passed in a writ petition filed

by Dr Ratnakar Sharma,
HoD (Incharge),
Department of Surgery,
GMC, Jammu challenging
validity of the order passed
by National Commission for
Scheduled Castes besides
seeking appropriate direc-
tions that the Government of
J&K be directed not to dis-
turb him from his present
place of posting i.e. HoD
(Incharge), Surgery, the
charge of which was assigned
to him by virtue of order No.
GMC/21/0ORDER/181 dated
31.05.2022.

After hearing Advocate
Sheikh Shakeel Ahmed with
Advocates Rahul
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New land policy draconian,
inhuman, says Altaf Bukhari

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Apni Party
president Altaf Bukhari
Thursday described Jammu
and Kashmir government's
new land policy as "dracon-
ian" and "totally inhuman",
saying it will not be allowed
to be implemented.

Recently, the J&K adminis-
tration has notified that all
the outgoing lessees, except
in the case of
subsisting/expired leases for
residential purposes, shall
immediately hand over the
possession of the land taken
on lease to the government,
failing which the outgoing
lessee shall be evicted.

On Wednesday, Jammu
and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha has

defended the new land lease
laws, saying that necessary
changes were being made in
land laws to benefit the com-
mon man as earlier legisla-
tions were "very regressive'.

"These land laws are dra-
conian. No where in the
world are people removed
from possession,” Bukhari
told reporters here.

He said the lease holders
mainly have commercial
establishments and if their
leases have expired and have
not been extended, then it is
not their mistake.

"These laws cannot be
implemented, it cannot stand
the scrutiny of law. It is
totally inhuman The Apni
Party will not allow
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