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LG exhorts banks to support sectors
working as power engine of economy

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday directed banks
and the departments to
work in close collaboration
for seamless credit flow to
address the needs of indus-
tries, youth, and farmers for
their capacity building and
entrepreneurship develop-
ment.

Chairing a meeting of
financial institutions, publie
sector banks and govern-
ment departments at the
Civil Secretariat, the Lt
Governor shared his views
on the overall assessment of
financial inclusion led inter-

Ty

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha chairing a meeting of financial institutions in Jammu.

ventions and reaching out to
underbanked sections of
rural economy, adding that
our collective efforts must
strive towards supporting
sectors working as the

power engines of our econo-
my.

Earlier, department-wise
issues and analysis of bank-
ing sector services were pre-
sented before the Lt

Hundreds take part in Army’s film-making

workshops in Jammu, Poonch, Rajourl |

Rahat Kazml Tarlq Khan posing with DlV Com Jammu Ramesh Kumar and Army Oﬁ”cer

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Hundreds of stu-
dents thronged workshops by
award-winning directors in bor-
der districts of Poonch, Rajouri
and Jammu as part of an
Indian Army initiative to
mpart film-making training
and empower youths in the
region's far-flung areas.

Rahat Kazmi and Tariq Khan
conducted interactive film-
making workshops for youths
from Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh i far-fluing locations
such as Surankote, Poonch,
Rajouri and Jammu, officials
said.

The first-ever Dil Maange
More Short Film Festival,
curated by Captain Rahul Bali,
is an initiative of the Indian

Indian Railways, Department of Posts start

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Indian Railways
and Department of Posts
has started a new Express
Cargo Service in a close
coordinated environment to
facilitate transmission of
consignments.

Col Vinod Kumar, PMG
Jammu intimated that the
booked parcels will be put
inside the boxes which are
specially designed by Indian
Railways which shall be
locked and sealed by the

Army's Northern Command in
association with Innovations
India. The initiative is in line
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of reiterating the
importance of 'nation building,
Defence Spokesperson Lt Col
Devender Anand said.

Speaking at the workshop,
Divisional Commissioner
(Jammu) Ramesh Kumar said
it was heartening to see that
film-making was not only limit-
ed to Mumbai.

"The administration will take
forward this journey to far-
flung areas to empower the
youth," he said.

"The Dil Maange More Short
Film Festival is dedicated to the
independent, talented and dis-
cerning  film-makers from

Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh who crave to showcase
their craft to the world,"
Captain Bali said.

He said the month-long film
festival would culminate with a
finale on December 16 at the
Northern Command headquar-
ters in Udhampur where digni-
taries, including renowned film
personalities would be present
to give away awards to the win-
ners. The competition's top five
directors will be mentored by
award-winning  film-makers
Imtiaz Ali, Rahul Mittra,
Umesh Shukla and Kazmi and
Khan.

The winning films will be
showcased at international
Indian film festivals carated by
Captain Bali, Kazmi said.

Col Vinod Kumar, PMG Jammu mteractlng with officials.

Vinod Kumar PMG Jammu

In the meeting many

Governor via a PowerPoint
presentation.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta,
Chief  Secretary;  Atal
Dulloo, Additional Chief
Secretarv Agriculture

Production  Department;
Prashant Goyal, Principal
Secretary, Industries &
Commerce Department;
Baldev  Prakash, MD&
CEO, J&K Bank; Mandeep
Kaur, Commissioner/
Secretary, Department of
Rural  Development &
Panchayati Raj; Sheetal
Nanda, Commissioner/
Secretary, Social Welfare
Department; Dr Shahid
Igbal Choudhary, CEO,
Mission  Youth; Indu
Kanwal  Chib, Mission
Director, JKRLM; HODs,
Heads and representatives
of several banks operating
in the UT were present.
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Famous for fresh water decades ago, Brari
Nambal lagoon on verge of extinction

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: The unabat-
ed  encroachment on
lagoon and inordinate
delay in the conservation
of water body is severely
affecting fragile ecosys-
tem. Once known for erys-
tal clear waters, present-
ly, Brari Nambal is just
heaps of garbage and
weeds. In absence of con-
servation measures, the
lagoon is on verge of
extinetion with unabated
pollution and extensive
encroachments. Baba
Demb area remained in
news for illegal dumping
and filling of Brari
Nambal lagoon and con-
struction of illegal struc-
tures, for years.
According to experts,
lagoon is dying silently as
encroachments and illegal
constructions continued
unabated. STATE
TIMES Correspondent
carried out multiple visits
to the area to assess the

current situation and
found that scores of
kiosks had come up,

where both locals and
non-locals were putting
up and indulged in com-
mercial activities. It was
found that dumping of
material in the lagoon
was going on under the
nose of the authorities.

With the civil society
and the stakeholders rais-
ing concern over the
dying water bodies and

wetlands in  Kashmir
region, Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir,

P K Pole said that the
government was adopting
a 'multipronged strategy'
to revive Brari Nambal
lagoon to its pristine
glory. "Government has
kept around Rs 40 crore
budget to uplift this dying
water body," he said. "We
are having consultative
meetings with stakehold-
ers and a roadmap is
being devised to start
work on the plan. The
Divisional Commissioner
urged people of the area
to come forward and help
administration in execut-
ing the much-needed

new Express Cargo Service

trends of weight category
between 35 kg and 100 kgs.

India Posts shall provide
first and last mile services
and Indian Railway will pro-
vide the middle mile services
i.e. Pick up from the premis-
es of the customers, booking
and delivery by Department
of Posts and transmission
between identified Railway
stations by Indian Railways.

It was also intimated that
the articles / goods booked
under  Express  Cargo

Cargo Services. The cus-
tomer will have the option to
opt for first mile and second
mile services, first mile serv-
ice or last mile service as per
his / her requirement on the
cheapest rates. Stage to
stage tracking facility will be
available and rigorous moni-
toring shall be done.

Col Vinod Kumar said
that as per the demand of
traders and business poten-
tial service can be provided
on various identified router

work.

"To revive any vital
water body, people's par-
ticipation and their active
role is important," he
said. "Brari  Nambal
lagoon has been left unat-
tended and people also
have shown an adverse
role. So, the time has
come when a strategy is
to be developed to get this
important water body
back to its pristine glory."

Brari Nambal is consid-
ered to be ecologically
important as it helps reg-
ulate the hydrology of Dal
Lake by releasing its sur-
plus waters into River
Jhelum via a conduit at
Fateh  Kadal. Before
1970, Brari Nambal had
two outlets, one on the
west side and the other on
the north from Nallah
Maar. During 1970s,
Nallah Mar was earth-
filled and converted into a
road, severely affecting
water body's hydrology

through loss of flushing
capacity. Now, weeds have
engulfed a large part of
Brari Nambal waters.
Locals said that despite
many anti-encroachment
drives, illegal dwellings
were coming up in the
area affecting ecological
balance as well. There
have been many drives
against the encroachment
but still one can see the
area dotted with these
structures used for vari-
ous purposes.

Earlier this year,
Enforcement Wing of the
Lake Conservation and
Management  Authority
(LCMA) launched a spon-
taneous demolition drive
in Baba Demb. During the
drive, many tin sheds and
wooden structures were
demolished. However, the
ground visits carried out
by Correspondent revealed
that the area is still dotted
with countless tin sheds
and wooden structures.

Due to the immense eco-
logical importance of
Brari Nambal, its restora-
tion is a litmus test for the
government. Officials of
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) said
that Brari Nambal area
comes under the jurisdic-
tion of LCMA. He said the
adjacent area that comes
under their jurisdiction
was being looked into
properly and anti-
encroachment drives were
also carried out repeated-
ly. VC LCMA informed
that they were continuous-
ly carrying out anti-
encroachment drives to
ensure that no structure
was set up in the area. We
don't have jurisdiction
over the full area of Brari
Nambal. However, we are
looking into the area
under our jurisdiction. In
the recent anti-encroach-
ment drives we dismantled
many structures in the
area, he added.

ANTTF recovers huge quantity of drugs,
arrests inter-state narco smuggler

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Anti Narcotic Task Force (ANTF) on
Thursday apprehended one narcotics dealer and
recovered huge quantity of Charas from his pos-
session. "On a specific input that a vehicle Truck
bearing registration number JK21-4771 carry-
ing huge quantity of Poppy straw is coming via
Mansar, ANTF laid naka at Shah-Balore, near
Mansar Morh and intercepted the aforesaid vehi-
cle and apprehended one Narco dealer," and
Vinay Sharma, SSP ANTF J&K said.

He added that on thorough checking of the
vehicle, huge quantity of Poppy Straw (552.28
kes apprommately) was recovered which was to
be delivered outside the J&K UT and one nar-

cotics dealer was arrested from the vehicle.

Udhampur:

are expected.

The accused was identified as Angrej Singh,
son of Khem Raj, resident of Paraei, Panchari,

Accordingly, case FIR No 18/2022 under
Section 08/15 NDPS Act has been registered at
Police Station ANTF Jammu, he said adding
that the investigation is at initial stage and
ANTF is investigating the forward and back-
ward links of this consignment and more arrests

Moreover, SSP ANTE has appealed general
public to share any information regarding such
narco dealers, so that strict actions under law can
be taken against them.
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