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Backbone of terrorism...
Rs 38,000-crore investment at a groundbreaking ceremony.
"You be assured and I am saying with full responsibility that over Rs 70,000 crore

investment will be made in Jammu and Kashmir in the coming years," Sinha said.

No salaries to...
steps to address their issues," he said.
Sinha said all deserving employees have been promoted, fulfilling their long-pending

demand. "The list for promotion from non-gazetted to gazetted posts was forwarded
to the Public Service Commission which informed that they were appointed in 2015,
while they have already cleared the list of general category employees till 2014 and
their list is in pipeline," he said.

Sinha said there is only one genuine issue of concern which is of their accommoda-
tion.

"Earlier, there were some issues related to land but it was cleared and tenders float-
ed to complete the project for their accommodation at secured places. As many as
1,200 of them will be provided accommodation by April, and 1,800 more flats will be
given during the next financial year," he said.

He said their security is the priority of the administration.
"We have cleared their (protesting employees') salaries till August 31, but it cannot

be done that they will be paid their salaries by sitting at their homes. This is a loud
and clear message to them and they should listen and understand it," he said.

He said the J & K administration has full sympathy with them and is ready to pro-
vide them security or any other assistance.

Referring to the protesting reserved category employees who are also camping in
Jammu and demanding their relocation, he said, "They should also keep in mind that
they are Kashmir division employees and cannot be transferred to Jammu."

However, he said the chief secretary has framed a committee to look into their
demand. "And I assure them that if there is any chance, we will frame a policy accord-
ingly." 

Announces 3 new...
territory administration constituted an apex committee for holistic development of

agriculture and allied sectors and the committee came with a comprehensive plan in
the form of 29 projects covering all the sectors in a record time of five months.

"The unique thing about these projects is that they not only have been prepared by
some of the finest brains in the country but their formulation was undertaken in a con-
sultative mode as well ensuring that the opinion of all stakeholders including our       

List of sector wise approved projects 

farmers are taken," Sinha said.
He said he is confident that a new revolution in the agriculture and allied sectors is

on the anvil.
"The agricultural output which stands at Rs 37,600 crore shall increase by over Rs

28,142 crore to reach more than Rs 65,700 crore per year, with a resultant increment
in sectoral growth rate to 11 per cent," he said.

Sinha said the interventions shall create employment opportunities for over 2.8 lakh
youths and establish around 19,000 enterprises.

On the Aspirational Panchayat Development Programme, Sinha said Jammu and
Kashmir is going to select the most backward 285 panchayats -- one panchayat in
each block -- for their holistic development.

"An array of key parameters for the preparation of Panchayat Development Index to
rate the various panchayats of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir on socio-
economic indicators concerning the lives of the people residing in the rural areas has
already been identified," he said.

He said a total of 100 measurable indicators have been identified across nine sectors,
which shall give insight of existing status and incremental progress over a period of
time.

He said an additional financial assistance of Rs 10 lakh shall be provided to the
selected panchayats under the scheme for its further development.

Under the Aspirational Towns Development Programme, he said the Urban Reform
Incentive Fund (URIF) will incentivise reforms in municipalities.

"Jammu and Kashmir Municipal Development Index-2022 is a tool to assess the
development of urban local bodies across the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
against the normative development benchmarks.

"While J&K MDI will act as a guide to evidence-based policy making, catalyse action
to achieve broader developmental outcomes, including sustainable development goals,
assess and compare the outcomes achieved by municipal bodies, give citizens an
insight into the functioning of local bodies and build a dialogue between the stakehold-
ers, URIF will provide necessary financial incentive to municipalities to undertake
reforms in their journey of becoming aspirational towns," he said.

Defends new land...
"We came out with the new laws based on the Supreme Court ruling".

Sinha also said, "Some people are trying to mislead the public (on the issue)."
His remark was an apparent reference to the opposition by almost all regional par-

ties -- the National Conference, People's Democratic Party, People's Conference and
the Apni Party -- that have termed the new laws an attempt to settle outsiders in
Kashmir following the abrogation of Article 370.

On Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya's letter to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, requesting him to ensure Covid protocols during his ongoing Bharat Jodo
Yatra, Sinha said, "We have no intention of stopping anyone's yatra."

The yatra is scheduled to enter Jammu and Kashmir next month.
"Many things were stopped during Covid. A decision (to allow or disallow the yatra)

will be taken depending on how the situation is next month," Sinha said.
The Lieutenant Governor said there was freedom for political and democratic activ-

ities in the Union Territory but not anti-nationalism.
"If any activity against the country is going to take place, it will be stopped," he said.
Asked whether his administration planned to waive Kisan Credit Card loans because

of losses suffered by farmers due to the inclement weather, he said the time for waivers
had gone.

"Farmers' incomes in Jammu and Kashmir over the past two years have increased
manifold. Today, our farmers are placed third in the economy chart after Punjab and
Haryana.

"Our farmers will have the highest income in the country in the next five years," he
said.

Ten suspended revenue...
dated 02.07.2022; Ravinder   Bhagat, the then Patwari,  Patwar Halqa Akhnoor

Khas, District Jammu suspended    by    Financial    Commissioner, Revenue vide order
No.172-FC)Rev) of 2022 dated 03.08. 2022; Raja Asif Farooq, the then Patwar Brain
Nishat suspended by Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar  vide  Order   NO.02-DCS   of

2022   dated 10.3. 2022; Jameel Hussain Khan, Patwari   Halqa   Baghati-e-Shoor,
Eidgah, Srinagar suspended by Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar  vide  Order   No.14-
DCS of 2022 dated 13.05.2022; Aijaz Ahmad Bhat, the then Patwari Tehsil Wakura
suspended by Deputy Commissioner, Ganderbal vide order dated 07.10.2021 issued
under endorsement No. DCG/Estt/471/2021 dated 07.10.2021; Harbans Lal,
Patwari suspended by Deputy Commissioner, Jammu vide order
No.DCJ/Adm/PF/841-44  dated 17.09.2010; Monish Dev Singh, the then Patwari
Halqa Kanachak suspended vide order No ADC/ADM/PS/2021-22/2307 dated
07.12.2021; Nazakat Ali, the  then Patwari Halqa Khokhyal Kathua placed under
suspension on 07.12.2018; Ashok Kumar, the then Patwari, Patwar Halqa Jassore,
RS Pura Jammu placed under suspension on 15.01.2022; Romesh Chander, the then
Patwari, Patwar Halqa Bhaddu of Tehsil Billawar suspended   by  the  Deputy
Commissioner, Kathua in 27.01.2020.

"The above mentioned officials shad continue to be attached at their present place of
postings till further orders," the order stated and added, "The Financial
Commissioner, Revenue, J&K/concerned Deputy Commissioners are requested to post
the officials on non sensitive posting."

J&K Bank mute...
added. Another staffer said the modus-opernadi adopted by the fraudsters indicates

the involvement of insiders, who cannot absolve themselves of the responsibility. The
nexus seems deep and widespread as the mystery remained wrapped for months togeth-
er. Despite the expose, the Bank has not come forward to reassure its clientele about
their investments to be safe and action against the gangsters.

STATE  TIMES  had  on  December  19  reported  an  exclusive  story  'Over  Rs  15  Crores
embezzled  from  J&K  Bank;  car  loans  on  fictitious  salary  slips'  on  the  fraud  with  the
fraudsters  duping  the  Bank  of  crores  of  rupees  by  adopting  an  innovative  mechanism.

An  executive  feared  that  there  might  be  similar  other  frauds  which  need  to  be  probed
by  intensifying  internal  audit  mechanisms  and  deputation  of  specially  formulated
teams  to  vulnerable  branches.

An account in the name of National Horticulture Mission was opened through an e-
mail last year in Mendhar Branch of the J&K Bank as a government account, which
started operating with deposits of lakhs of rupees purportedly from the government.
Consequently around 40 more individual bank accounts of the employees were opened
and the salaries from the main account were transferred to the account of each employ-
ee. After a few months, the employees, though fictitious, used their salary slips and
bank statements, applied for car loans from various J&K Bank branches at Rajouri,
Gangyal, Jammu University Campus and Shalamar Road in Jammu. The loans were
approved and luxury cars were purchased by the so-called employees. An Audi car pur-
chased on loan from Jammu landed in probe as one of loanees stopped paying install-
ments after two months and subsequently on initial inquiry the loanee's address also
turned out to be fictitious. On initial probe, other loanees' addresses too were found to
be fake. This raised eyebrows of J&K Bank's management which started an internal
probe and found that the main account was also fictitious. There is no such organisa-
tion under name and style "National Horticulture Mission," being run by the UT or cen-
tral government. The Vigilance cell is now making all out efforts to gather all the evi-
dences while the Bank management has not so far decided to handover the case to
police for detailed probe and fix the responsibility of bank officers and to book the fraud-
sters, who used fake documents to embezzle over Rs 15 Crore.

However, the Bank management continues to be tightlipped over this major scandal.
According to latest reports, the matter has not been brought to the notice of law enforc-
ing agencies after lodging an FIR.

Tral almost free...
have shunned the path of violence and destruction
"Tral has become an abode of peace now. An atmosphere of development and pros-

perity has been established again here like in other areas. Tral is almost free from mil-
itancy and I want to congratulate the people for that," Director General of Police
Dilbag Singh told reporters in Tral.

Many of militancy's poster boys, including Burhan Wani and Zakir Musa, hailed
from Tral area.

Without naming anyone, Singh said those who took the path of militancy, never
returned to their homes.

"I congratulate the youth that they have shunned the path of violence and destruc-
tion and are now treading the path of peace and prosperity. I want to tell them that
this is the right path and they should not be misled by anyone to take up the wrong
path because those who trod the wrong path, faced immense difficulties, and did not
come back," he said.

Both Wani and Musa were killed in separate encounters with security forces.
The DGP said the people have to become stakeholders of peace to support the police

and civil administration.
He said the youth of Tral have set an example by participating in a grand event of

unfurling national flags and singing patriotic songs in Tral in August this year as part
of the 'Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign' under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'. "It is men-
tioned everywhere that the people Tral today stand for peace and prosperity," Singh
added.

Gadkari, LG Sinha...
Devi shrine and provide better infrastructure and mobility to the citizens.
The meeting also reviewed the ongoing National Highways Authority of India

(NHAI) & National Highways and Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
(NHIDCL) projects in J&K UT and steps have been taken to resolve various issues
related to projects.

Keeping in view the tourist influx at prominent tourist places like Sonamarg during
the winter season, and also to ensure uninterrupted connectivity to the locals, the
meeting deliberated upon the measures to keep Sonamarg open for the public in win-
ters.

Giving special impetus to surveillance and monitoring of vehicular movement, NHAI
& NHIDCL will install CCTV cameras on its highways.

NHIDCL's works related to Shri Amarnathji Yatra were also reviewed and direc-
tions were passed for the completion of the ongoing works to ensure smooth and has-
sle-free pilgrimage.

The Lt Governor said J&K administration is giving utmost priority to infrastructure
development in the Union Territory and various steps are being taken for timely com-
pletion of ongoing projects.

"The priority of a self-reliant Jammu Kashmir is modern infrastructure and modern
connectivity. Our prime objective is to create facilities for people to ensure sustained
economic growth and social upliftment," the Lt Governor said.

Jammu Admn suspends....
Girdawar has been placed under suspension by the District Administration today on

21-12-2022 as it was found that illegal mutation over JDA land had been entered and
attested in violation of rules by them" the authorities said.

They further said that the suspended officials have been attached in the office of Sub
Divisional Magistrate Akhnoor and Chowki Choura respectively. Sub Divisional
Magistrate, Akhnoor has been appointed as enquiry officer to conduct a detailed
enquiry in the matter and furnish report within 15 days.

Development core agenda...
them about DAP's political agenda. 

Azad also met the youth delegation who joined the party on the occasion. He said
India is a country with majority of its youth population. 

"No political party can afford to ignore this majority population and grow. DAP has
decided to have representation of youth since it is our future," he told the youth dele-
gation.

Azad further said that to strengthen the secular values in Jammu, its youth share
the major responsibility. 

"Jammu is a city with rich socio-cultural values. It accepts and welcome people from
all communities, religion and cultures due to which its economy is growing. Our youth
have a responsibility to strengthen this spirit and our party workers will lead from the
front," he said. 

He told the delegations whenever the elections in Jammu Kashmir are held, our
workers will have to lead from the front for a change and ensure DAP is winning with
thumping majority to form the government to protect the jobs and land rights for
locals.  He said no fight can be fought and won if it is not led by youth. 

"Our youth have a major role in social and economic transformation and India's
future is relying on its youth unlike other countries," he said.

Criminals involved in...
work effectively if they are powerless.
"Powers have been given to security forces, but some states have said that their pow-

ers have been taken away. If we do not give powers to our agencies, how will they be
able to work? We must have faith in our security forces, those politicising the issue are
supporting drug trafficking," the Home Minister said.

Shah said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had spelt out a zero-tolerance policy
against the drugs trade and has set a goal of a drugs-free India for the Home Ministry.

"We will leave no stone unturned in fulfilling this goal," the minister said.
He said the Modi government has a zero-tolerance policy against the narcotics trade

and the financing of terrorism from its profits, and every effort was being to eliminate
the menace.

"We have mapped the drug network across the states. No matter how big the crimi-
nal is, in the next two years there will be a situation where they will be behind bars,"

Shah said.
He said the battle against drugs was delicately poised and urged states to fight the

menace together with the central government, keeping aside politics.
Shah said the issue of drug menace is a serious one as it destroys lakhs of families.

Profits from illegal trade are also used to finance the acts of terror and the presence
of dirty money is detrimental to economy.

The minister also said the government will show no mercy towards non-government
organisations trying to change the demography of the country and create societal dis-
turbances through foreign funding.

Shah said the government has roped in a number of NGOs to create awareness about
drug abuse, but it cannot remain a silent spectator to unmonitored foreign funding of
such organisations in the country.

"There are many NGOs that want to disintegrate India's society. There are some
NGOs that want to torture India's society. For these NGOs, the Indian government's
policy can't be the same.

"Those who don't abide by the FCRA (Foreign Contribution (Regulatory) Act),
strong action will be taken against them. There will be no mercy for them," Shah said.

On the Opposition's allegations regarding record drug haul in Gujarat, Shah said
such instances were a reflection of the state machinery doing its job well.

"If the maximum quantity of drugs is caught in a state, it means that the state has
done a good job against drugs. We cannot bury our heads in the sand thinking that
the storm will pass us by, the country cannot be saved through an ostrich-like
approach," he said.

During the debate, opposition members had targeted the Modi government over the
record drug haul in Gujarat and wondered how many consignments of contraband
would have gone past the checkposts.

Shah said any investigation of drugs and seizures should not be seen in isolation. "We
have to demolish the drugs network, it is only then that this problem can be solved,"
he said.

Govt reviews COVID...
this," Paul said. The government will again hold a meeting next week to monitor the

situation.
Underlining the challenge posed by the increasing number of COVID-19 cases in

some countries across the world such as China, Japan, South Korea, France and the
United States, Mandaviya noted the importance of being prepared and remaining
alert against new and emerging strains of COVID-19, especially in view of the upcom-
ing festive season.  He directed for strengthening of the surveillance system for whole
genome sequencing of positive case samples to track the variants through the Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) network to ensure the timely detec-
tion of newer variants, if any, circulating in the country.

This would facilitate the undertaking of appropriate public health measures.
States/UTs have been requested to send samples of all COVID-19 positive cases to
INSACOG Genome Sequencing Laboratories (IGSLs) on a daily basis, for sequenc-
ing, to track new variants, if any, a health ministry statement said.

Preparedness to tackle..
diagnostics, COVID drugs and Oxygen Generation Plants. Secretary instructed the

Principal Government Medical College Jammu and Government Medical College
Srinagar to ensure genome sequencing machines are installed and operationalized
immediately in both the Medical Colleges to perform genome sequencing of all COVID
positive cases. He also asked the Managing Director, JKMSCL, to ensure that the
COVID drugs and diagnostics are arranged in adequate quantities. He directed the
HoDs of Health and Medical Education Department to make assessment of their
requirements immediately and sent the requisition for procurement to JKMSCL.

13 PDD XEns...
They include Bilal Ahmad Jan, Anil Kumar Kachroo, Suman Gupta, Hamid Matin

Bhat, Muzaffar Lone, Bhola Nath Bhandari, Sandeep Gupta, Sandhya Gupta, Nazir
Ahmad Malik, Vikas Anand, Aaquib Sultana Waheed Deva, Shurjeel Gani Lala and
Nisar Ahmad Lone. "In case of any adverse CID/Vigilance report or report of any
FIR/PE/RDA/DE   being   brought   to   the   notice   of   the department at any
point of time, the placements of the engineers as I/c Superintending Engineers shall
be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio, without any further notice," it added.
Consequently, Bilal Ahmad Jan, XEn, R&B Electrical  Div. Srinagar has been post-
ed as SE Planning Circle, Kashmir, KPDCL; Anil Kumar Kachroo, XEn, IT&C
Div-Jammu, JPDCL as SE SGM(E) Corporate Office, JKPDC, Jammu; Suman
Gupta, XEn, PMU, J&K as SE TO to MD, JPDCL; Hamid Matin Bhat, XEn,
Project              Div. Baramulla, KPDCL as SE Gen. Circle-II Kashmir, JKPDC;
Muzaffar Lone, XEn, Central   Store   Div. Pampore, KPDCL as SE O&M Circle,
Bijbehara, KPDCL; Bhola Nath Bhandari, XEn, ED-Vijaypur, JPDCL as SE,
BHEP, JKPDC; Sandeep Gupta, XEn, TO to MD, JKPTCL as SE O&M Circle-II,
Jammu, JKPTCL; Sandhya Gupta, XEn, CVPPPL, Corporate Office, Jammu as
SE Projects-II, Jammu, JPDCL; Nazir Ahmad Malik, XEn, Project Wing, KPDCL
as SE O&M Circle, Pulwama, KPDCL; Vikas Anand, XEn, Central Workshop
Division,     Jammu, JPDCL as SE O&M Circle-Ill, Batote, JPDCL; Aaquib Sultana
Waheed Deva, XEn, TLMD,      Pampore, JKPTCL as SE Procurement Circle,
KPDCL; Shurjeel  Gani Lala, XEn, IT Audit & Vigilance,  Kashmir, KPDCL as SE
O&M Circle-II, Srinagar, KPDCL; Nisar Ahmad Lone, XEn, TLMD-IInd
Pampore, JKPTCL as SE Projects, Srinagar, KPDCL.

Dr Umair Mir...
Dr Umair will also supervise very important cases registered by SRZO and JMSZO

which are being investigated at Jammu and Srinagar Zones of Directorate.  Dr Umair
Mir is an Indian Revenue Services officer of 2010 batch and has a history of being
dynamic officer in Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) where he had done extra
ordinary work and in  Customs, Mumbai as well as Service Tax Department, Mumbai.

!! Continuations from Page 1 !!

S. no Project Name

A. AGRICULTURE SECTOR
1. Development of Seed and Seed Multiplication chain in PPP mode
2 Promotion of Niche crops in UT of J&K

3 Promotion of Vegetables/exotic vegetables under open & hi-tech protected cultivation
4 Strengthening Agri-Marketing System in UT of J&K

5 Promotion of medicinal/aromatic plants on commercial basis
6 Promotion of Apiculture
7 Technological interventions to strengthen Sericulture in J&K
8 Promotion of Nutri cereals (Millets)

9 Farm mechanization and automation
10 Promotion of mushroom cultivation
11 Promotion of Oilseeds
12 Formulation of 300 FPOs
13 Adoption & promotion of integrated farming system (IFS)/Integrated Livelihood systems (ILS)

in UT of J&K

14 Promotion of commercial floriculture in UT of J&K

15 Development of rain fed areas of J&K
16 Alternate Agriculture System for sustainability

17 Sensor based smart Agriculture

18 Minimizing pesticide use in Agriculture
19 J&K soil & land resource information system
20 Innovative approaches in agriculture extension
S.No Project Name
B HORTICULTURE SECTOR
21 Production of Designer Plants for promotion of HD plants and rejuvenation of orchards
22 UT level food processing program for development of clusters for specific products of J&K
C. LIVESTOCK SECTOR
23 Dairy Development in J&K
24 Reorienting priorities: Self-sufficiency in mutton production in J&K

25 Roadmap for poultry development in J&K
26 Technological Interventions for Fish Seed and Trout Production in UT of J&K

27 Promotion of wool/pelt processing and marketing
28 Development of fodder resources for UT of J&K

D EDUCATION / SKUAST
29 Support to Human Resource Development for Technological backstop for Sustainable and

Accelerated Transformation of Agriculture

Zargar posted as Secy RD&PR Dept
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU:  The Government on Friday transferred JKAS officers.
According to the order issued by Dr. Piyush Singla, Secretary, General

Administration Department, Tariq Ahmad Zargar, JKAS, under orders of transfer
as Director, Estates, Kashmir, in terms of Government Order No. 1167-JK(GAD)
of 2022 dated October 11, 2022, has been posted as Secretary in the Department
of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj.

Courts Kashmir, Ladakh, in parts of Jammu
to observe winter vacation from Jan 2

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh on Wednesday
ordered 15-day winter vacation in subordinate courts in Kashmir province and
parts of Jammu and Ladakh from January 2, 2023. According to an order, subor-
dinate courts located in Kashmir province, Kishtwar, Doda and some courts in
Ramban will observe 15-days of vacation from January 2. "It is notified for the
information of all concerned that the Subordinate Courts in Kashmir Province and
the Courts located in District Kishtwar; District Doda and Courts located at
Batote, Gool, Banihal and Ukhral in District Ramban and Bani in District Kathua
as well as all Courts located in the Union Territory of Ladakh shall observe 15 days
winter vacations from January 2 to 16, 2023," it reads. The order reads the
Principal District and Sessions Judges and Chief Judicial Magistrates of the con-
cerned Districts shall make the suitable arrangements for disposal of urgent crimi-
nal business arising during the period of such vacations in the areas within their
respective jurisdictions.

Sinthan Pass remains open to promote winter tourism in J&K
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: In a first, Sinthan Pass-- connecting Kashmir to Chenab valley in Jammu
region, has been kept open for tourists as well as locals on the first day of Chillai Kalan,
which began on Wednesday, officials said.

The road also helps maintain connectivity of Jammu and Kashmir divisions when
NH44 is blocked due to adverse weather, they said.

"The move is aimed at promoting winter tourism in Kokernag and providing motorable
conditions to the people of far-off areas," Deputy Commissioner Anantnag Basharat
Qayoom said.

He said that promotion of winter tourism is a priority area and steps like these are
aimed at inviting tourists to explore beautiful destinations at such times in the year when
they are usually inaccessible.

Sinthan Top is a mountain pass, a popular tourist destination located between South
Kashmir's Breng Valley in Anantnag district and Chatroo in Kishtwar district of Chenab
Valley. Qayoom said that winter tourism festivals are also planned in all three important
tourist destinations of Pahalgam, Kokernag and Verinag and preparation for these are
underway. SDM Kokernag Sarib Sahran said that in Kokernag several such tourist
friendly initiatives are being held throughout the year. He said that focus on promoting
tourist activities in high altitude areas like Margan and Sinthan top has pushed them to
take proactive measures like these.

He said that in collaboration with the Tourism Department steps are underway to cre-
ate hospitality facilities in both these areas. Historically, the route to Sinthan remains
closed for most of winter. However, this year, due to continuous efforts by Revenue
authorities and NHIDCL, the road has been kept open in November and December.


